
This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 
to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 
to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 
are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other marginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 
publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing this resource, we have taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 

We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain from automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attribution The Google "watermark" you see on each file is essential for informing people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liability can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 



at |http : //books . google . com/ 



NARRATIVE ^"^f^^-- 
VOYAGES ROUND THE WORLD 

rSftFORIflD BT 

CAPTAIN JAMES COOK. 

' WITH AN 

ACCOUNT OF HIS LIFE 

IVKXNG THE FUVI0C7B AND INTERVENUrO PERIODS 



BY a; KIFPIS, D.D. F.R.a ahd S.A. 



IN TWO'VpLUMl??. 

VQI.. I. ' 



V 



PHILADELPHIA : 

PUBLISHED BY LEARY k GETZ. 

KO. 138 NOKTH 6E0OND STBEET. 

1853. 



L 







THE NEW YORK 
PUBLIC LIBRARY 

543715 A 

ASTOR, I^NOXANO 

TILD£N FOUNDATIONS 

H 1931 L 



\ 



TO THE KING. 

8iBE,»I Esteem myself highly honoimd in be- 
ing permitt^ to dedicate and present'iny narmliTe 
of the Life and Actions of Captain James Cook 
to yonr Majesty. It was owing to your Majesty's 
royal patronage and boanty that this illustiioaii 
navigator was enabled to execute those vast under- 
takings, and to make those extraordinary disco- 
veries, which have -contributed so much to the re- 
putation Y)f the British empire, and have reflected 
such peculiar glory on your Majesty's reign. With- 
out your Majesty's munificence and encourage- 
ment, the world would have remained destitute of 
that immense light which has beei\ thrown on geo- 
graphy, navigation, and the most important sciences. 
To yonr Majesty, therefore, a work like the present, 
B with particular propriety addressed. 

It is impossible) on this occasion, to avoid extend 

ing my thoughts to the other noble mstances in 

\jO ^Meb, your Majesty's liberal protection of science 

^ and literature bias been displayed. Your Majesty 

**^ began your reign in a career so glorious to princes ; 

1^ and wonderful has been the increase of knowledge 
^ and taste in this country. The improvements in 
^ philosophical science, and particularly in astrono- 
y\ my; the exertions of experimental and chemical 
I. ^ mquiry, the advancement of natural history, the 
(f^ progress and perfection of the polite arts, and the 
^ f aiuabie compositions that have been produced in 



<0very department of leanling, have corresponded 
with yonr Majesty's gracious wishes and encour- 
agement, and have rendered the name of Britain 
fiunous in every quarter of the globe. If there be 
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PREFACE. 



Although I have often appeared befofe the public 
M a writer, I never did it with so much diffidence and 
anxiety as on the present occasion. This arises from 
the peculiar nature of the worlL in which I have now 
engaged. A Narrative of the life and Actions of 
Captain Cook must principally consist of the voyages 
and discoveries he has made, and the difficulties and 
dangers to which ne was exposed. The private inci< 
dents concerning him, though collected with the ut- 
most diligence, can never compare,' either in number 
or importance, with his public transactions. His pab> 
lie transactions are the things that mark the man, that 
display his mind and his character ; and therefore, they 
are the grand olgects to which tiie attenticm of his 
bkigrapher most be directed. However, the right 
conduct of this business is a point of no small diffi- 
cxiity and embarrassment The question will fn^ 
xjuently arise, How &r the detail should be extended f 
Tliere is a danger, on the one hand, of being carried 
10 an undue length, and of enhuging, more than is 
needful, on &cts which may be thought already suffi- 
ciently known ; and, on the other hand, of giving such 
t jcrjune account, and such a slight enumeration of 
important events, as shall disappoint the wishes and 
expeetatbns of the reader. Of the two extremes, the 
last seems to be that which should most be avoided ; 
fiir unleas what Captain Cook peribrmed, and what 
he encountered, be related somewhat at large, his Life 
and Actiooi would be imperfectly represented to the 
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world. Tlie proper medium appean to be, to faring 
iforward the things in which he wu peraonaily con 
cemed, and to peas slightly o\er other matters. £ver. 
here it is scarcely possible, nor would it be desirable, 
to avoid the introduction of some of the most striking 
circumstances which relate to the new countries and 
inhabitants that were visited by our great navigator;' 
since these constitute a part of the knowledge and 
benefit derived from his undertakings. Whether I 
have been so happy as to preserve Uie doe medium, 
I presume not to determine. I have been amious to 
do it, without always being able fhlly to satisfy my 
own mind that I have succeeded ; mi which aooouut 
I shall not be surprised if diflbreni opinions should be 
formed on the subject In that case, ail Uiat I can 
o&r in my own defence will be, that I have acted to 
the best of my judgment At any rate, I flatter ray 
self with die hope of havmg presented to the public 
a work not wholly uninteresting or unentertaining. 
Those who are best acquainted with Captain Cook's 
expeditions, may be pleased with -reviewing them in 
a more compendious form, and with having his ac- 
tions placed in a closer point of view, in consequence 
of theur being divested of the minute nautical, and 
other details, which were essentially necessary in the 
voyages at large. Ak to those persons, if there be 
any, who have hitherto obtained but an imperfect 
knowledge of what was done and discovered by this 
illustrious man, they will not be ofiinded with the 
length of the following nanrativa 

In various respects, new information will be fbnnd 
in the present performance ; and other things, which 
were less perfectly known before^ are set in aclearei 
and fulto light This,I trust, will appear in the first, 
third, fifth, and seventh chapters. It may be obeervedr 



likewiie, that the ireflh matter now oommmiicaled 
if of the most aathentic kind, and denved fiom the 
noft respectable aoorceB. My obhgatiooi of this na> 
tore are, indeed, very great, and call fi>r my wannest 
gratitude. The dates and &cta relative to Captain 
Gook'a di&rent promotions are taken from the books 
of the Admiralty, by the direction of the noble lord 
wlio is at the head of that Board, and the &vour of 
Mr. Stephens. I embrace with pleasure this oppo^ 
tonity of mentioning that, in the course of my life, I 
have experienced, in several instances. Lord Howe's 
condescending and fitvourable attention. 1\> Mr. 
Stephens I am ind«i>ted for other conununications be* 
sides those which oontem the limes of Captain Cook's 
pce&rmenti, and for his general readiness in forward- 
ing die design of the present work. The Earl of 
Smdwich, the great patron of our navigator, and the 
principal mover in his mighty undertakings, has ho- 
aonred me with some important information concern- 
kig him, especially with regard to the circumstances 
which preceded his last voyage. To Sir Hugh Pal- 
Jeer's zeal ibr the memory of his friend, I stand par- 
lieularly obliged. From a large communication, with 
ivhich he was so goo^ as to fiivour me, I have derived 
?ery material intelligence, as will appear in the course 
of the narrative, and especially in the first chapter. 
In the same chapter are some Acts which I received 
fiom Admiral Graves, through the hands of the Rev. 
Dr. Douglas, now Bishop of Carlisle, (whose admirable 
btroduction to the Voyage to the Ffeidfic Ocean must 
be of die most essential service to every writer of the 
life of Captain Cook.) The Captahi's. amiable and 
worthy Widow, who is held in just esteem by all his 
fnends, haa given me an account of several domestic 
cuGumstBnceB. I should be deficient in gratitude. 



were I here to omit the name of Mr. Samwell * fi>r, 
though what is inserted from him in this work has al- 
ready been laid before the public it should be remem- 
bered, that through the mterposition of our common 
friend, the Rev. Mr. Gregory, it was originally written 
for my use; and freely consigned to my disposal ; and 
that it was at my particular instance and request that 
it was separately printed. My obligations to other 
gentlemen will be mentioned in their proper places. 

But my acknowledgments are, above all, due to Sir 
Joseph Banks, President of the Royal Society, for the 
interest he has taken in the present publication. It 
was in consequence of his advict, that it was given 
to the world in the form which it now bears ; and his 
assistance has been invariable through every part of 
the undertaking. To him the inspection of the whole 
has been submitted ; and to him it is owing, that the 
work is, in many respects, for more complete than it 
would otherwise have been. The exertions of zeal 
and fnendship I have been so happy as to experience 
from him in writing the account of Captain Cook, have 
corresponded with that ardour which Sir Joseph Banks 
is always ready to display in promoting whatever he 
judges to be subservient to the cause of science and 
literature. 



NARRATIVE 

OF TH« 

VOYAGES ROUND THE WORLD, 

PKKrORMKD BT 

CAPTAIN JAMES COOK. 

CHAPTER I. 

JLpecma of Captain Cock^ previous to hs fatt Voyage 
round the vxnid. 

Captain James Cook had no claim to distinction on 
account of the lustre of his birth, or the dignity of his 
ancestors. His father, James Cook, who from his dia- 
lect is supposed to have been a Northumbrian, was in 
the bnmbie station of a servant in husbandry, and mar- 
ried a woman of the same rank with himself, whose 
christian name was Grace. Both of them were noted 
in their neishbourhood JGar their honesty, sobrietr, and 
dilkence. They first lived at a village called Morton, 
and then removed to Marton, another village in the 
North-riding of Yorkshire, situated in the high road 
from Gisborough, in Cleveland, to Stockton upon Tees, 
in the countv of Durham, at the distance of six miles 
from eaeh of these towns. At Marton, Captain Cook 
wns bom, on the 27th of October, 1728 ;* and aoree- 
ibkj to the custom of the vicar of the parish, whose 

* The mud house in which Captain Cook drew his flrst 
knath is pulled down, and no vestiges of it are now re 
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14 AcooimT or captain cook 

practice ft was to baptoe infants soon after their biitlii 
ne was baptized on the 3d of NoTember following. He 
was one of nine children, all of whom are now dead, 
excepting a daughter, who married a fisherman it 
Bedcar. The first rhdimenta of young Cook*8 educa- 
tion were received by him at Maiton, where he ww 
tangfat to readbjr Dame Walker, the schoohnistress of 
the village. When he was eight years of age, his ftf 
ther, in consequence of the cluiracter he had obtained 
for industry, frugality, and skill in husbandly, had a 
little promotion bestowed upon him, which was that of 
bma^ appointed head-servant, or hind,* to a farm be- 
longing to the late Thomas Skottow, Esq. called Aiiy 
Holme, near Great Ayton. To this place, therefore^ 
removed with his family ;t and his son James, at Mr. 
Skottow's expense, was pat to a day-school in Ayton, 
where he was instructed m writing, and in a few of the 
first rules of arithmetic 

Before he was thirteen years of age, he was boond 
an apprentice to Mr. William Sanderson, a hahev* 
dasher, or shopkeeper, at Straiths, a considerable fill- 
ing town, about ten miles north of Whitbv. This em- 
ployment, however, was very unsuitable to voung 
Cook's disposition. The sea was the object of his in- 
clination ; and his passion for it could not avoid being 
strengthened by the situation of the town in wUcb 
he was placed; and the manner of life of the per- 
sons with whom he must frequently converse. Some 
disagreement havine happened between him and hia 
master, he obtained nis discbaree, and soon after bound 
himself for seven years to Messrs. John and Henry 
Walker, of Whitby, Quakers by religious profession. 
And principal owners of the ship Free-love, and or 
another vessel, both of which were constantly em* 
ployed in the coal trade. The greatest part of his ap* 
prenticeship was spent on board the Free-love. Afker 
Be was out of his time, he continued to serve in the 

* This is the name which, in that part of the coontiy, is 
given to the head servant, or bailiff of a fhrm. 

t Mr. Cook, senior, spent the close of his life with hia 
daughter, at Redcar, and is supposed tc have been aboai 
eighty-five years of age when he died. 
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coal and ether tmneliefl ef trade (tlioiiffa chiefly n the 
former) in the capacity ef a coimnoB aailer, tiU, at 
leneth, he was raised to te mate of one of Mr. John 
• VTuker^s ships. During this period it is not reoot 
tectedthathe exhibited any thing very pecnliar, eitfaei 
in his alMlittes or his conduct ; though there can be no 
ioubt but that lie had gained a considerable degree of 
Imowled^ in the prececal part of naWgation, and that 
ais attentive and sagacious mind was kyia^.np a store 
ftf observations, which would be useful to hun in future 
■le. 

In tiie spring of the year 1755, wlien hostilities broke 
oat between England and France, and there was a hot 
piess for seamen, Mr. Cook happoied to be iathe river 
Tharaer with the ship to which he belonged. At first 
he concealed himself to avoid being prised; but xe- 
flectm^ that -it might be difficult, notwithstandinp^ all 
his vigilance, to elude discovery or escape pursuit, he 
determined, upon further consideration to enter volunta- 
i9y into his majesty's service, and to take his future 
feitmie in the royal navy. Perhaps he had some pre* 
sage in his own mind, that by his activity and exertions 
he might rise considerably above his present situation. 
Aceordmgly he went to a rendezvous at Wapping, and 
entered with an officer of the Eagle man of war, a 
ship of sixty guns, at that time commanded by Captain 
Ihiraer. To this ship Captain (afterwards Sir Hugh) 
Ptdhser was appointed, in the month of October, 1755; 
and when he took the command, found in her James 
Cook, whom he soon distinguished to be an able, active, 
and diligent^seaman. All tro officers spoke highly in his 
favour, and the captain was so well pleased with his be- 
haviour, that he gave him evray encouragement which 
lay in his power. 

In the course of some time. Captain Palliser received 
a letter from Mr. Osbaldeston, then member uf Par- 
liament for Scarborough, acquainting him that several 
neighbours of his had solicited him to write in favour 
of one Cook, on board the captain's ship. They had 
heard that Captain Palliser had taken notice of him, and 
diey requested, if he thought Cook deserving of it, that 
he would point out in wmt manner Mr. Osbaldeston 
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might best contribote his assistance towards forwarding^ 
the ^oung man's promotion. The captain, in his reply, 
did justice to Cook's merit ; but, as he had been onlT a 
short time in the navy, informed Mr. Osbaldeston that 
he could not be promoted as a commission officer A 
master's warrant. Captain Palliser added, might per* 
haps be procured for Mr. Cook, by which he woula be 
raised to a station that he was well qualified to dis- 
charge with ability and credit. 

Such a warrant he obtained on the 10th of May, 
1759, for the Grampus sloop ; but the proper master 
having unexpectedly returned to her, the appointment 
did not take place. Four days after, he was made mas- 
ter of the Garland ; when, upon inquiry, it was found 
that he could not join her, as the ship had already sailed. 
On the next day, the 15th of May, be was appointed to 
the Mercury. These quick and successive appoint- 
ments show that his interest was strong, and that the in- 
tention to serve him was real and effectual. 

The destination of the Mercury was to North Ame- 
rica, where she joined the fleet under the command of 
Sir Charles launders, wihich, in conjunction with tho 
land forces under General Wolfe, was engaged in the 
famous siege of Quebec. During that siege, a difficult 
and dangerous service was necessary to be performed. 
This was, to t«ke the soundings in the channel of the 
river St. Lawrenoa, between the island of Orleans and 
the north shore, directly in the front of the French for- 
tified camp at Montmorency and Beauport, in order to 
enable the admiral to place ships against the enemy's 
batteries, and to cover our army on a general attack, 
which the heroic Wolfe intended to make on the camp. 
Captain Palliser, in consequence of his acquaintance 
with Mr. Cook's sagacity and resolution, recommended 
him to the service ; and he performed it in the most 
complete manner. In this business he was employed 
during the night-time, for several nights together. At 
length he was discovered by the enemy, who collected 
a great number of Indians and canoes, in a wood near 
the water-side, which were launched in the night, for 
the purpose of surrounding him, and cutting him off* 
On this occasion he had a very narrow escape. He 
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waa oblieed to ran for it, and pushed on shore on ihe^ 
island of Orleans, near the guard of the English hos- 
pital. Some of the Indians entered at the stem of the- 
boat as Mr. Cook leaped out at the bow ; and the boat,, 
which was a barge belonging to one of the ships of war,, 
was carried away in triumph. However he furnished 
the admiral with as correct and complete a dtafl of 
the channel and soundings as could hare Been mad^ 
after our countrymen were in possession of Quebe< 
Sir Hugh Palliser has good reason to beheve, that b< 
(bre this time Mr. Cook had scarcely ever used a pencil 
and that he knew nothing of drawing. But such war 
his capacity, that he speedily made himself master oir 
every otgect to which he applied his attention. 

Another important service was performed by Mr. 
Cook while the fleet continued in the river of St Law- 
rence. The navigation of that river is exceedingly dif- 
ficult and hazardous. It was particularly so to the 
English, who were then in a great measure strangers to 
this part of North America, and who had no chart, on 
the correctness of which they could depend. It was,, 
therefore, ordered by the admiral, tnat Mr. Cook 
should be employed to survey those parts of the river, 
below Quebec, which navigators had experienced to 
be attended wilii peculiar difficulty and danger; and he 
executed the business with the same diligence and skill 
of which he had already afforded so happy a specimen. 
When he had finished the undertaking, his chart of the 
river St. Lawrence was published, with soundings, and 
directions for sailing in that river. Of the accuracy and 
ittility of this chart, it is sufficient to say, that it hath 
sever since been found necessary to publish any other. 
One, which has appeared in France, is only a copy ot 
oar aathor's on a reduced scale. 

After tlie expedition at Quebec, Mr. Cook, by war- 
nstirom Lord Colvill, was appointed, on the 22d of 
September, 1759, master of the Northumberland man 
dS war, the ship in which his lordship staid, in the foi- 
loving winter, as commodore, with tne command of a ' 
■qnadroii at Halifax. In this station Mr. Cook's be- 
birionr did not fail to gain him the esteem and friend- 
ihip of his commander. During the leisure, which the 

VoL.L B 1* 



18 ACCOITNT OF CAPTAIN COOK 

season of winter afTorcied him, ne employed his time in 
the acquisition of such knowledge as eminently quali- 
fied him for future service. It was at Halifax that he 
first read Euclid, and applied himself to the study of 
astronomy and other branches of science. The books 
of which he had the assistance were few in number: 
but his industry enabled him to supply many defects, 
and to make a progress far superior to what could be 
expected from the advantages he enioyed. . 

While Mr. Cook was master of the Northumberland 
under Lord Colvill, that ship came to Newfoundland, 
in September, 1762, to assist in the recapture of the 
island from the French, by the forces under the com- 
mand of Lieutenant-colonel Amherst When the island 
was recovered, the English fleet staid some days at Pla- 
centia,in order to put it in a more complete state ot 
defence. During this time Mr. Cook manifested a dili- 
gence in surveying the harbour and heights of the place, 
which arrested the notice of Captain (now Admiral) 
Graves, commander of the Antelope, and governor ot 
Newfoundland. The governor was hence induced to 
ask Cook a variety of questions, from the answers to 
which he was led to entertain a very favourable opinion 
of his abilities. This opinion was increased, the more 
he saw of Mr. Cook's conduct ; who, wherever they 
went, continued to display the most unremitting atten- 
tion to every object that related to the knowledge of 
the coast, and was calculated to facilitate the practice of 
navigation. The esteem which Captain Graves had 
conceived fbr him, was confirmed by the testimonies to 
his character, that were given by all the officers under 
whom he served. 

In the latter end of 176^ Mr. Cook returned to Eng> 
land; and, on the 21st of December, in the same 
year, married, at parking, in Essex, Miss Ehzabeth 
Batts, an amiable and deserving woman, who was justly 
entitled to and enjoyed his tenderest regard and affec- 
tion. But his station in life, and the high duties to 
which he was called, did not permit him to partake of 
matrimonial felicity, without many and very long inter 
mj^ons. 

Early in the year 1763, after the peace with France • 
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ani Spain was concluded, it was detennined that Cap- 
tain Graves should go out again, as governor of New- 
foundland. As the country was very valuable in a 
commercial view, and had been an object of great con- 
tention between the English and the French, the cap- 
tain obtained an establishment for the survey of its 
coasts ; which, however, he procured with some diffi- 
culty, because the matter was not sufficiently under- 
stood by Government at home. In considering the 
execution of the plan, Mr. Cook appeared to Captain 
Graves to he a proper person for the purpose ; and 

Proposals were made to him, to which, notwithptandins 
is recent marriage, he readily and prudently acceded! 
Accordingly, he went out with the captain as surveyor ; 
and was first employed to survey Miquelon and St. 
Pierre, which bad been ceded by the treaty to the 
French ; who, by order of administration, were to take 
possession of them at a certain period, even though the 
English commander should not happen to be arrived in 
the country. When Captain Graves had reached that 
part of the world, he foand there the governor, who 
oad been sent from France, (Mons. D*Aujac,) with aU 
the settlers and his own family, on board a frigate and 
some transports. It was contrived, however, to keep 
them in that disagreeable situation for a whole month, 
which was the time taken by Mr. Cook to complete his 
survey. When the business was finished, the French 
werC'put into possession of the two islands, and left in 
the quiet enjoyment of them, with every profession of 
civihty. 

At the end of the season, Mr. Cook returned to 
England, but did not long continue at home. In the 
beginning of the year 1764, his old and constant friend 
and patron. Sir Hugh Palliser, waat appointed govern- 
or and commodore of Newfoundlana and Labrador ; 
upon which occasion, he was glad to take Mr. Cook 
with him, in the sane capacity that he had sustained 
vnder Captain Graves. Indeed, no man could have 
been found, who was better qualified for finishing the 
design which had been begun in the preceding year. 
The charts of the coasts, in that part of North America, 
*were very erroneous ; and it was highly necessary to 
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the trade and navigation of his majesty's sutgects, that 
new ones should l^ formed which would be more cor- 
rect and useful. Accordingly, uAder the orders or 
Commodore Pailiser, Mr. Cook was appointed on the 
18th of April, 1764, marine surveyor or Newfoundland 
and Labrador; and he had a vessel, the Grenville 
schooner, to attend him for that purpose. How well 
he executed his commission, is known to every man 
acquainted with navigation. The charts, which he 
afterwards published of the difierent surveys he had 
made, reflected great credit on his abilities and cha- 
racter, and the utility of them is universally acknow- 
ledged. It is understood, that, so far as Newfoundland 
is concerned, they were of considerable service to 
the king's ministers in settling the terms of the last 
peace. - Mr. Cook explored the inland parts of this 
island in a much completer manner than had ever been 
done before. Py penetrating further into the middle 
of the country than any man had hitherto attempted, 
he discovered several large lakes, which are indicated 
upon the general chart. In these services, Mr. Cook 
appears to have been employed, with the intervals of 
occasionally returning to England for the winter sea- 
son, till the year 1767, which was the last time that he 
went out upon his station of marine surveyor of New- 
foundland. It must not be omitted, that while he oc- 
cupied this post, he had an opportunity of exhibiting to 
the Royal Society a proof of his progress in the study 
of astronomy. A short paper was written by him, and 
inserted in the fi fly-seventh volume of the Philosophical 
Transactions, entitled, "An Observation of an Eclipse 
of the Sun at the Island of Newfoundland, August 5, 
1766, with the Longitude of the Place of Observation 
deduced from it." The observation was made at one 
of the Burgeo islands, near Cape Ray, in latitude 4?^ 
36' 19'', on the south-west extremity of Newfoundland. 
Mr. Cook's paper having been communicated by Dr. 
Bevis to Mr. Witcholl, the latter gentleman compared 
it with an observation at Oxford, by the Rev. Mr. 
Hornsby, on the same eclipse, and thence computed 
the difference of longitude respecting the places ot ^ 
observation, making/ due allowance for the effect of 
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n&rallaz, and the prolate spheroidal fissure of the eiith 
It appears from the Transactions, t^t our nayigator 
had already obtained the character of being an aUe 

CHAPTER It 

Narraixoe of Captain CodVs first Voyage round 0$ 
World. 

There is scarcely any thin? from which the natoral 
curiosity of man reoeives a higher ^tification, than 
from the accounts of distant countnes and nations. 
Nor is it ouriOsity only that is gratified by such ac- 
counts; for the sphere of human knowledge is hertAfy 
enlarged, and various olMects are brought into view, 
an acquaintance with which greatly contributes to the 
improvement of life and the benefit of the world. With 
regard to information of this kind, the modems have 
eminently the advantage over the ancients. The an 
cients could neither pursue their inquiries with the 
same accuracy, nor cany them on to the same extent. 
Travelhng by land was mtrch more inconvenient and 
dangerous than it hath been in later times; and, as na- 
vigation was ^gncipally confined to coasting, it must 
necessarily ha^Been circumscribed within very nairow 
limits. 

The invention of the compass, seconded l^ the ardent 
and enterprising spirit of several able men, was follow- 
ed by wonderful discoveries. Vasco di Gama doubled 
the Cape of Good Hope; and a new way being thua 
found out to the Bast Indies, ^he countries in that part 
of the earth became more accurately and extensive](y 
known. Another world was discovered by Columbus ; 
and, at length, Magalhapns accomplished the arduous 
and hitherto unattempted task of sailing round the globe. 
At difiTerent periods, he was succeeded by other cir- 
cumnavigators, of whom it is no part of the present 
■arrative to give an account. 

The spirit of discovery, which was so vigorous, dnr- 
iag die latter end of the fifteenth, and through the whole 
oiihe sixteenth century, began, soon after the commence- 
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of the seventeenth centUTj to decline. Great 
naTigations were only occasionally undertaken, and 
DKire from the immediate views of avarice or war, than 
f|[om any roble and generous principles. But of late , 
years they have been revived, with the enlarged and 
benevolent design of promoting the happiness of the 
human species. 

A begmning of this kind was made in the reign ot 
George the Second, during which two voyages were 
p^ormed ; the first under the command of Captain 
Middleton, and the next under the direction of Captains 
Smith and More, in order to discover a north-west 
passage, through Hudson*s Bay. It was reserved, 
however, for the glory of the present reign to carry the 
spirit of discovery to its height, and to conduct it on the* 
noblest principles; not for the purposes of covetousness 
or ambition ; nor to plunder or destroy the inhabitants 
of newly-explored countries ; but to improve their con- 
dition, to instruct them in the arts of life, and to extend 
the boundaries of science. 

No sooner was peace restored in 1763, than these 
laudable designs engaged his majesty's patronage ; and 
two voyages round me world had been undertaken, 
before Mr. Cook set out on his first command. The 
conductors of these voyages were the Captains Byron, 
Wallis, and Carteret,* by whom sQ||ral discoveries 
were made, which contributed in no small degree to 
increase the knowledge of geography and navigation. 
Nevertheless, as the purpose for which they were sent 
out appears to have had a principal reference to a par- 
ticular object in the South Atlantic, the direct track 
they were obliged to hold, on their way homevvard In 
the East Indies, prevented them from doing so muvh 
as might otherwise have been expected towards giving 
the world a complete view of that immense expanse of 
ocean which the South Pacific comprehends. / 

Before Captain Wallis and Captain Carteret had re- 

♦ The Captains Wallis and Carteret went out together 
upon the same sxpedition ; but the vessels they commanded 
bavinff actually parted company, they fH-oceeded and re 
turned by a different route. Hence their voyages are dis* 
tinctly related by Dr. Hawkeswortb. 
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turned to Great Britain, another Toyage wai resolved 
a]x>n, for which the improyement of aatronomical 
science afforded the immediate occasion. It having 
been calculated by astronomera, that a transit of Venos 
over the Sun's disk would happen in 1769, it was 
judged, that the best place for observinff it would be 
in some part of the South Sea, either at me Marquesas, 
or at one of those islands which Tasman had called 
Amsterdam, Rotterdam, and Middleburg, and which 
are now better known under the appellation of the 
Friendly Islands. This being a matter of eminent con* 
sequence in astronomy, and which eicited the attention 
of foreign nations as well as of our own, the affair was 
. taken up by the Royal Society, with the zeal which has 
always Deen displayed by that learned body for the ad< 
vancement of every branch of philosophical science. 
Accordingly, a long memorial was addressed to his 
mtyo^y* dated February the 15th, 1768, represehting 
the great importance of the object, together with the 
regani which had been paid to it by the principal 
courts of Europe ; and entreating, among other things, 
that a vessel might be ordered, at the expense of go- 
vernment, for the conveyance of suitable persons, to 
make the observation of the transit of Venus, at one of 
the places before mentioned. This memorial having 
been laid before the king by the Elarl of Shelbome, 
(now the Marquis of Lansdown,) one of the principal 
secretaries of state, his majesty graciously signified his 
pleasure to the lords commissioners of the Admiralty, 
that they should provide a ship for carrying over such 
observers as the Royal Society should judge proper to 
send to the South Seas, and, on the 3d of April, Mr. 
Stephens informed the society that a bark bad been 
taken up for the purpose. 

The gentleman who had originally been fixed upon 
to take the direction of the expedition, was Alexander 
Dalrymple, Esq., an eminent member of the Royal So- 
ciety, and who, besides posse8sin|; an accurate know- 
ledge of astronomy, had distinguishedehimself by his 
Inquiries into the geosraphy of the Southern Oceans, 
and by the collections ne lud published of several vov- 
ages to those parts of the world. Mr. Dahrymple 
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being teittible of the difficulty, or rather of the impos- 
sibility, of carrying a ship through unknown seas, the 
crew of which were not subject to the military disci- 
pline of his ma/e8^*s navv, he made it the condition of 
his going, that he should have a brevet commission, as 
captain of the vessel, in the same manner as such a 
commission had been granted to Dr. Halley, in his 
voyaee of discovery. To this demand, Sir Edward 
Hawke, whowas then at the head of the Admiralty, 
and who possessed more of the spirit of his profession 
than either of education or science, absolutely refused 
to accede. He said, at the board, that his conscience 
would not allow him to trust any ship of bis majeaty*8 
to a person who bad not regularly been bred a seaman. 
On being further pressed upon the subject. Sir Edward 
declared, that he would suffer his right hand to be cut 
off before he would sign any such commission.. In 
this he was, in some degree, justified by the mutinous 
beliaviour of Halley's crew, who refused to acknow- 
ledge the legal authority of their commander, and in- . 
volved him in a dispute which was attended^with per 
niciouB consequences. Mr. Dalrymple, on the other 
hand, was equally steady in requiring a compliance 
with the terms he had proposed. Sucn was the state 
of things when Mr. Stephens, secretary to the Ad- 
miralty, whose discrimination of the numerous cha- 
racters with which by his station he is conversant, re» 
fleets as much credit on his understanding, as his up- 
Tight and able conduct does on the office he has filled 
' for so many years, and under so many administrations, 
with honour to himself and advantage to the public, 
observed to the board, that since Sir Edward Hawke, 
and Mr. Daliymple were equally inflexible, no method , 
remained but that of finding out another person capable 
of the service. He knew, he said,. a Mr, Cook, who 
had been employed- as marine surveyor of Newfound- 
land, who had been regularly educated in the navy, in 
which he was a master, and whom he judged to be 
fully qualified for the direction of the present under- 
taking. Mr. Stephens, at the same time, recommended 
it to the board, to take the opinion of Sir Hugh Pal- 
liser, who had lately been governor of Newfoundland* 
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ind was intimately acquainted with Cook's chaxarter. 
Sir Hugh rejoiced in the opportunity of serving hia 
friend. He strengthened Mr. Stephens's' recommenda- 
tion to the utmost of his power; and added many things 
in Mr. Cook's favour, arising from the particular know- 
ledge which he bad of his abilities and merit. Accord 
ingly, Mr. Cook was appointed to the command of th^ 
expeditipn by the lords of the Admiralty ; and, on this 
occasion, he was promoted to the rank of a lieutenant 
in the royal navy ; his commission bearing date on the 
25th of May, 1768. 

When the appointment had taken place, the first otgect 
was to provide a vessel adapted to the purposes of the 
Toyage. This business was committed to Sir Hugh Fal- 
liaer ; who took lieutenant Cook to his assistance, and 
tbey examined together a great number of the ships, 
which then lay in the river Thames. At length they 
fixed upon one of three hundred and seventy tons, to 
which was given the name of Uie Endeavour. 

While preparations were making for Deutenant 
Cook's expedition, Captain Wallis returned from his 
voyage round the world. The Earl of Morton, presi- 
dent of the Royal Society, had recommended it to this 
nntleman, on his going out, to fix upon a proper place 
tor observing the transit of Venus. He kept, accord- 
iqgjy, the object in view ; and having discovered, in the 
oodise of his enterprise, an island called by him George's 
Uand, but which hath since been found to bear the 
aune of Otaheite, he judged that Port Royal harbour, in 
ttus island, would afford an eligible situation for the pur- 
(Me.' Having, immediately on his return to England, 
lifinified his opinion to the Earl of Morton, the captain's 
i(Ka was adopted by the society, and an answer con- 
foraiable to it was sent to the commissioners of the 
A^iralty, who had applied, for directions to what place 
die observers should be sent I 

Mr. Clutrles Green, a gentleman who had long been 
iaostant to Dr. Bradley at the royal observatory at 
Greenwich, was united with Lieutenant Cook in con- 
ducting the astronomical part of the voyage : and, soon 
ifter their appointment, they received ample instruc- 
lions, fnyn the council of the Royal Society, with regard 
2 
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*o the method of carrying on their inquines. The liett 
tenant was also accompanied by Joseph Banks, Esq-, 
^now Sir Joseph Banks, Bart.) and Dr. Soland^r, who, 
in the prime oHife, and the first of them at great expense 
to himself^ quitted all the gratifications of polished so- 
ciety, and en^ged in a very tedious, fatiguing, and 
hazardous navigation, with the laudable views of ac- 
quiring knowl^ge in general, of promoting natural 
knowledge in particular, and of contributing something 
to the improvement and the happiness of the Vade in- 
habitants of the earth. 

Though it was the principal, it was not the sole otgect 
of Lieutenant Cook's voyage, to observe the tnuisit of 
Venus. A more accurate examination of the Pacific 
Ocean was committed to him, although in subserviency 
to his main design ; and, when his diief business waii 
accomplished, he was directed to proceed in making 
Aiither discoveries in the great Soutnem Seas. 

The complement of Lieutenant Cook's ship consisted 
of eighty-four persons, besides the commander. Her 
victualling was for eighteen months ; and there was put on 
board of her, ten carriage and ten swivel guns, together 
with an ample store of ammunition and other necessaries 

On the 25th of May, 1768, Lieutenant Cook was ap 
pointed by the lords of the Admiralty to the command 
of the Elndeavour, in consequence of which he went on 
board on the 27th, and took charge of the ship. She 
then lay in the basin in Deptford-yard, where she con 
tinned to li^ till she was completely fitted for sea. On 
the 90th of July she sailed down the river, and on the 
13th of August anchored in Plvmouth Sound. The wind 
becoming fair on Uie 26th of that month, our navisatoiB 
^t under sail, and on the 13th of September ancU»red 
in Funchiale Road, in the Island of Madeira. 

While Lieutenant Cbok and his company were-in 
this island, they were treated with the utmost kindness 
and liberality by Mr. Cheap, the English consul there, 
and one of the most considerable merchants in thi* 
town of Funchiale. He insisted upon their taking 
possession of his house, and furnished them with every 
possible accommodation during their stay at Madeira. 
TTiey received, likewise, great marka of attention and 
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emlity from Dr. Thomas Heberden, the principal phy 
Bkaan of the island, and brother to the excellent ami 
learned Dr. William Heberden, of London. Dr. Tho- 
mas- Heberden afforded all the assistance in his pow«r 
to Mr. Banks and Dr. Solander, in their botanical in* 
quiries. 

It was not solely from the English that the lieate- 
nant and his friends experienced a find reception . The 
fathers of the Franciscan convent displayed a liberali- 
ty of sentiment towards them which might not have 
been expected from Portuguese friars ; and, in a visit 
which they paid to a convent of Nuns, the ladies ex- 
premed a particular pleasure in seeing them. At this 
visit the good nuns gave an amusing proof of the pro- 
gress they had made in the cultivation of their onder- 
atandings. Having heard that there were great philo- 
sophers among the English gentlemen, they asked them 
a varietv of questions ; one of which was, when it 
would thunder; and another, whether a spring of fresh 
water, which was much wanted, was any wl^re to be 
found within the walls of the convent. Eminent as 
oor philosophers were, they were puazled by these 
qaestioDS, 

lieutenant Cook, having laid in a fresh stock of 
beef, water, and wine, set sail from the island of Ma- 
deira, in the night of the 18th of September, and pro- 
ceeded on his voyage. By the 7th of November, se- 
veral articles of the ship's provisions began to &il 
short ; for which reason, the lieutenant determined to 
put into Bio de Janeiro. The place he preferred to 
any other port in Brazil or to Falkland's Isknds, be- 
cause he could there be better suppUed with what he 
wanted, and had no doubt of meeting with a friendly 
leception. 

During the run between Madeun and Rio de Janeiro, 
lieutenant Cook and the gentlemen in the Endeavour, 
had an opportunity of determining a philosophical 
question. On the evening of the 29th of October, 
Uiey observed that luminous appearance of the sea 
which hath so often been mentioned by navigators, 
ud which has been ascribed to such a varietv of 
Flashes of light appeared to be emitted, ex- 
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acdy resembling those of lightninff, though without be* 
ing so con8ider2A>le, and such was we frequency of them, 
that sometimes eight or ten were visible almost at the 
saaie moment. It was the opinion of Mr. Cook and the 
other gentlemen, that these flashes proceeded from some 
luminous animal ; and their opinion was confirmed by 
experiment. 

At Rio de Janeiro^ in the port of which lieutenant 
Cook came to an anchor on tne 13th of Novembei^ he 
did not meet with the polite reception that, perhaps, he 
had too sanguinely expected. His stay was spent in 
continual altercations with the viceroy, who appeared 
not a Uttl» jealous of the designs of the English: nor 
were all the attempts of the lieutenant, to set the mat 
ter right, capable of producing any effect. The vice 
roy was by no means distinguished either by his know 
ledge or his love of science ; and the grand object of 
Air. Cook*s expedition was quite beyond his compre . 
hension. When he was told, that the English were 
bound to the southward, by the order of his Britannic ma- 
jesty, to observe a transit of the planet Venus over the 
Sun, an astronomical phenomenon of great importance 
to navigation, he could form no other conception of the 
matter, than that it was the passing of the North star 
through the South Pole. 

During the whole of the contest with the viceroy 
Lieutenant Cook behaved with equal spirit and dis' 
cretion. A supply of water and other necessaries could 
not be refused him, and these were gotten on board by 
the 1st of December. On that day tnb lieutenant sent 
to the viceroy for a pilot to carry the Endeavour to 
sea; but the wind preventing the ship from gettii^g 
out, she was obliged to continue some time longer in 
the harbour. A Spanish packet having arrived at Rio 
de Janeiro on the 2d of December, with despatches 
from Buenos Ayres for Spain, the commander, Don 
Antonia de Monte Negro y Valasco, offered, with 

C politeness, to convey the letters of the English to 
pe. This favour Lieutenant Cook accepted, and 
gave Don Antonia a packet for the secretary of the 
Admiralty, containing copies of all tlie papers that had 
passed between himself and the viceroy He left, also, 
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dnpljcates with the Viceroy, that he might forward 
them, if he thought proper, to Lisbon. 

On the 5th of December, it being a dead calm, our 
naTigators weighed anchor, and towed down the Bay ; 
but, to their great astonishment, two shots were fired at 
them when they had gotten abreast of Santa Cruz, the 
principal fortificatioiv of the harbour. Lieutenant Cook 
mimediately cast anchor, and sent to the fort to de- 
mand the reason of this conduct ; the answer to which 
wag, that the commandant had received no order from 
the Viceroy to let the ship pass; and that, without such 
an Older, no vessel was ever suffered to go below the . 
fort. It now became necessary to send to the Viceroy, 
to inquire why the order had not been given ; and his 
behavioar appeared the more extraordinary, as notice 
bad been transmitted to him of the departure of the 
' English, and he had thought proper to write a polite 
letter to Mr. Cook, wishing him a good voyage. The 
lieutenant's messenger soon returned with the infor- 
mation that the order had been written several days, 
and that its not having been sent had arisen from some 
unaccountable negligence It was not till the 7th 9f 
J)ecember that the Endeavour got under sail. 

In the account which Lieutenant Cook has given of 
Rio de Janeiro, and the country round it, one circum- 
stance is recorded, which cannot be otherwise than 
very painful to humanity. It is the horrid expense of 
life at which the gold mines are wrought. No less 
than forty thousand negroes are annually imported for 
this mirpose, on the king of Portugal's account ; and 
the English were credibly informed, that, in the year 
1766, this number fell so short, that .twenty thousand 
more were drafted from the town of Rio. 

From Rio de Janeiro, Lieutenant Cook pursued his 
voyage, and, on the 14th of January, 1769, entered 
the Strait of I^e Maire, at which time the tide drove 
^ ship out with so much violence, and raised such a 
Na off Cape St. Diego, that she frequently pitched so 
thit the bowsprit was under water. On the next day 
the ItENitenant anchored; first before a small cove, which 
Via understood to be Port Maurice, and afterwards in 
the Bav of Grood Success. While the Endeavour was 
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in tbifl station, happened the memorable adpentnre of 
Mr. Banks, Dr. Solander, Mr. Monkhouse the 8ur^;eoiv 
and Mr. Green the astronomer, together with their at- 
tendants and Benrants, and two seamen, in ascending a 
mountain to search for plants. In this expedition, 
they were all of them exposed to the utmost extremity 
of danger and of cold ; Hfr. Solander was seized with a 
torpor which had nearly proved fatal to his life ; and 
two black servants actually died. Wheh the gentle- 
men had, at length, on the second day of their ad- 
venture, gotten back to the ship, they congratulated 
each other on their safety, with a joy that can only be 
fait by those who have experienced equal perils ; and 
Mr- Uook was relieved from a very painful anxieQr 
It was a dreadful testimony of the severity of tho cii- 
mate« that this event took place when it was the midst 
of sammer in that part of the world, and at the close of 
a day, the beginning of which was as mild and warm 
as the month of May usually is in England. 

In the passage through the Strait of Le Maire, Lien 
tenant Cook and his ingenious associates had an 6p 
portunity of gaining a considerable degree' of acquaint 
ance with the inhabitants of the aHjoining country. 
Here it was that they saw human nature in its lowest 
form. The natives appeared to be the most destitute 
and forlorn, as well as the most stupid, of the children 
of men. Their lives are spent in wandering about the 
dreary wastes that surround them ; and their dwellings 
are no other than wretched hovels of sticks and grass, 
which not only admit the wind, but the snow and the 
rain. They are almost naked ; and so devoid are they 
of every convenience which is furnished by the rudest 
. art, that they have not so much as an implement to 
dress their food. Nevertheless, they seemed to have 
no wish for acquiring more than they possessed ; nor 
did any thing that was offered them by the English 
appear acceptable but beads, as an ornamental super- 
fluity of life. A conclusion is hence drawn by Dr. 
Hawkesworth, that these people may be upon a level 
with ourselves, in respect to the happiness they enjoy 
This, however, is a position which ought not hastily to 
ae admitted. It is, indeed, a beautiml circumstance 
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in the ordef of Divine Piroyi^eBoe, that the rudest in- 
habitants of the earth, and diose who are aituated in 
the most unfavourable climates, should not be sensible 
of their disadvantages. But still it must be allowed, 
that their happiness is greatly inferior, both in kind 
and degree, to that intellectual, social, and moral fe- 
licity, which is capable of being attained in a highly- 
cultivated state of society. 

In voyages to the South Pacific Ocean, the determi- 
nation of the best passage from the Atlantic is a point of 
peculiar importance. It is well known what prodigious 
difficulties were experienced in this respect by former 
navigators. The doubline of Cape Horn, in parCicular, 
was so much dreaded, that in the general opinion, it 
was far more eligible to pass through the Strait of 
Magalhaens. Lieutenant Cook hath fully ascertained 
the erroneousness of this opinion. He was but three- 
and-thirty days in coming round the land of Terra del 
Fuego, from the east entrance of the Strait of Le Maire, 
till ne had advanced about twelve degrees to the west- 
ward, and three and 9. half to the northward of the 
Strait of Magalhaens; and during this time, the ship 
scarcely received any damage. Whereas, if he ban 
come in the Pacific Ocean by that passage, he would 
not have been able to accomplish it in less than three 
months ; besides which, his people would have been 
btigued, and the anchors, cables, sails, and rigging of 
tlie vessel much injured. By the course he pursued, 
none of these inconveniences were suffered. In short, 
lieutenant Cook, by his own example in doubling 
Cape Horn, by his accurate ascertainment of the lati- 
tide and 4ong;itude of the places he came to, and by 
nil instructions to future voyagers, performed the most 
MRutial services to this part of navigation. 

It was on the 26th of January that the Endeavour 
took .her departure from Cape Horn ; and it appeared, 
that, from that time to the 1st of March, during a run 
of six hundred and sixty leagues, there was no current 
vUch af&cted the ship. Hence it was highly probable 
tlat our navigators had been near no land of any con- 
■iderable extent, currents being always found when land 
iiBOt remote. 
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In the prosecution of Lieutenant Cook's voyage from 
Cape Horn to Otaheite, several islands were discovered; 
to which the names were given of Lagoon Island, 
Thrumb cap, Bow Island, the Groups, Bird Island, 
and Chain Island. It appealed that most of thes« 
. islands were inhabited ; ana the verdure, and groves of 
palm-tre98, which were visible upon some of them, gave 
them the aspect of a terrestrial paradise to men wlio, 
excepting the dreary hills of Terra del Fuego, had seen 
nothing for a long time but sky and water. 
,^ On the 11th of April the Endeavour arrived in sight 
^> of Otahjeite, and on the 13th she came to an anchor id 
Port Royal Bay, which is called Matavia by the natives. 
As the stay of the English' in the island was not likely 
to be very short, and much depended on the manner in 
which traffic should be carried on with the inhabitants, 
Lieutenant Cook, with great good sense and humanity, 
drew up a set of regulations for the behaviour of his 
people, and gave it in command, that they should punc- 
tually be observed.* 

One of the first things that occupied the lieutenant's 
attention, after his arrival at Otaheite, was to prepare 

* The rules were as follow : " 1. To endeavour, by every 
fair means, to cultivate a friendship with the natives ; and 
to treat them with all imaginable humanity. 2. A proper 
person or persons, wi'I be appointed to trade with the na- 
tives for all manner of provisions, fruit, and other produc- 
tions of the earth ; and no officer or seaman, or other person 
belonging to the ship, excepting such as are so appointed, 
shall trade, or oifer to trade, for any sort of provision, fk'uit, 
, or other productions of the earth, unless they have leave so 
to do. 3. Every person employed on shore, on «ny duly 
whatsoever, is strictly to attend to the same ; and if by any 
neglect he loseth any of his arms, or working tools, or suf- 
fers them to be stolen, the full value thereof will be charged 
against his pay, according to the custom of the navy in 
such cases, and he shall receive such further punishment as 
the nature of the offence may deserve. 4. The same penalty 
will be inflicted on every person who is found to embezzle, 
trade, or offer to tratle, with any part of the ship's stores, 
of wliat nature soever. 5. No sort of iron, or any thing 
that is made of iron, or any sort of cloth, or other useful or 
necessary articles, are to be given in exchange for any 
thing but provision. J. C60K.** 
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for the ezecation of his grand commission. 'For thif 
purpose, as, in an excursion to the westward, he bad 
not found any more convenient harbour than that in 
which the Endeavour lay, he determined to go on 
shore and fix- upon some spot, commanded by the guns 
of the ship, where he might throw up a small fort for 
defence, and get every thing ready for making the ar 
tronomical observation. Accordingly, he took a party 
of men, and landed; being accompanied by Mr. Banks^ 
Dr. Solander, and Mr. Careen. They soon fixed upon 
S place very proper for their design, and which was at 
a considerable distance from any Habitation of the nft- 
tives. While the gentlemen were marking out the 
ground which ihey intended to occupy^ and seeing a 
small tent erected^ that belonged to Mr. Banks, a great 
number of the people of the country gathered gra- 
dually around them, but with no hostile appearance; 
as there was not among the Indians a single weapon of 
any kind. Mr. Cook, however, intimated that none of 
Uiem were to come within the line he had drawn, ex« 
cepting one, who appeared to be a chief, and Owbaw, 
a native who had attached himself to the English, both 
in Captain Wallis's expedition and in the present voy- 
age. The lieutenant endeavoured to make these two 
persons understand that the ground which had been 
marked out was only wanted to sleep upon for a cer- 
tain number of nights, and that then it ^oald be 
quitted. Whether his meaning was comprehended or 
not, he could not certainly determine ; but the people 
behaved with a deference and respect that could 
icarcely have been expected, and which were highly 
pleasing. They sat down without the circle, peaceably 
and unmterruptedly attending to the progress of the 
business, which was upwarcu of two hours in com* 
pleting. 

This matter being finished, and Mr. Cook having ap- 
pointed thirteen marines and a petty officer to guard 
the tent, he and the gentlemen with him set out upon a 
liale excursion into the woods of the country. They 
bad not, however, gone far, before they were brought 
back by a very disagreeable event. One of the Indiaofli 

Vol. L C 
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^o remained about the tent after the lieutenant and 
hu friends had lefl it, watched an opportunity of 
taking the sentry at unawares, and sratcned away hia 
musket. Upon this, the petty officer Who commanded 
the party, and who was a midshipman, ordered the ma 
rines to fire. With equal want of consideration, and, 
perhaps, with equal inhumanity, the men immediately 
discharged their pieces among the thickest of the flying 
crowd, who consisted of more than a hundred. It being 
observed that the thief did not fall, he was pursued, and 
■hot dead. From subsequent information, it happily 
appeared, that none of the natives besides were either 
killed or wounded. 

Lieutenant Cook, who was highly displeased with the 
conduct of the petty officer, us^ every method in hia 
power to dispel the terrors and apprehensions of the 
Indians, but not immediately with effect. The next 
morning but few of the inhabitants were seen upon the 
beach, and not one of them came off to the ship. What 
added particularly to the regret of the English was, that 
even Owhaw, who had hitherto been so constant in his 
attachment, and who the day before had been remark* 
ably active in endeavouring to renew the peace which 
had been broken, did not now make his appearance. In 
the evening, however, when the lieutenant went on 
shore wjfh only a boat's crew and some of the gentle- 
men, between thirt; and forty of the natives gathered 
around them, and trafficked with them, in a friendly 
manner, for cocoa-nuts and other fruit. 

On the 17th, Mr. Cook and Mr. Green set up a tent 
on shore, and spent the night there, in order to observe 
an eclipse of the first satellite of Jupiter ; but they met 
with a disappointment, in consequence of the weather 
becoming cloudy. The next day the lieutenant, with 
as many of his people as could possibly be spared from 
the ship, began to erect the fort. While the English 
were employed in this business, n)any of the Indians 
were so far from hindering, that they voluntarily as- 
listed them, and with great alacrity brought the pickets 
and iascines from the wood where they had been cut. 
Indeedi so sArupulous had Mr. Cook been of invading 
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thdr property, that eveiy stake which was used was 
parchaaed, and not a tree was cm dowh till their con- 
sent had first been obtained. 

On the 26th, tfie lieutenant mounted six swivel guns 
upon the fort; on which occasion he saw, with concern, 
that the natives were alarmed and terrified. Some 
fishermen, who lived upon the point, removed to a 
greater distance; and Owhaw informed the English, 
by signs, of his expectation that in four days they would 
fire their great guns. 

The lieutenant, on the succeeding day, gave a strik- 
ing proof of his regard to justice, and of his care to pre- 
serve the inhabitants from injury and violence, by the 
punishment he inflicted on the butcher of the Endea- 
vour, who was accused of having threatened, or at- 
tempted the life of a woman, that was the wife of 
Tobourai Tomaide, a chief remarkable for his attach- 
ment to our navigators. The butcher wanted to pui^ 
chase of her a stone hatchet for a nail. To this bargain 
she absolutely refused to accede; upon which the feW 
low catched up the hctchet, and threw down the nai^ 
threatening, at the same time, that if she made any re- 
sistance, he would cut her throat with a reaping hook 
which he had in his hand. The charge was so fully 
proved in the presence of Mr. Banks, and the butcher 
bad so liule to say in exculpation of himself, that not 
the least doubt remained of his guilt. The afiair being 
reported by Mr. Banks to Lieutenant Cook, he took an 
opportunity, when the chief and his women, with 
others of the natives, were on board the ship, to call 
ap the offender, and, after recapitulating the accusa- 
tion and the proof of it, to give orders for his imme- 
(fiate punishment. While the butcher was stripped, 
tail tied ap to the rigging, the Indians preserved a 
fixei attention, and waited for the event in silent sus- 
pense. Hot as soon as the first stroke was inflicted, 
mch was the humanity of these people, that they in- 
terfered with ^preat a/*Hation,.and earnestly entreated 
that the re ** \» punishment might be remitted. 
To this, however, the lieutenant, for various reasons, 
•onld sot grant his coiuent{ and, when they foond that 
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their interoeMions were meffectual^ they rat^ffeitod* 
their compassion by tears. 

On the first of May the observatory was set up, and 
the astronomical quadrant, together #ith some other 
instruments was taken on shore. When, on the next 
morning, Mr. Cook and Mr. Green landed for the pur 
pose of fixing the quadrant in a situation for use, to 
their inexpressible surprise and concern it was not to 
be found. It had been deposited in a tent reserved 
for the lieutenant's use, where no one had slept: it 
had never been taken out of the packing-case, and the 
whole was of considerable weight: none of the other 
instruments were missing, and a sentinel had been 
posted the whole night within five yards of the tent. 
These circumstances induced a suspicion that the 
robbery might have been committed by some of our 
own people,* who having seen a deal box, and not 
knowing the contents, might imagine that it contained 
nails, or other articles for* traffic with the natives. The 
most diligent search, therefore, was made, and a large 
reward was offered for the finding of the quadrant, but 
with no degree of success. In this exigency, Mr. 
Banks was of eminent service. As this gentleman had 
. more influence over the Indians than any other person 
on board the Endeavour, and as there could now be 
little doubt of the quadrant's having been conveyed 
away b* some of the natives, he determined to go in • 
search '^f it into the woods; and it was recovered in 
consequence of his judicious and spirited exertions. 
The pleasure with which it was brought back was 
equal to the importance of the event; for the grand 
object of the voyage could not otherwise have been 
accomplished. 

Another embarrassment, though not of so serious a 
nature, was occasioned on the very same day, \}y one 
of our offirv»:j having inadvertantly taken into custody 
TootahaK. a chijf who had connected himself in the 
most fi^endly n>anner with the English. Lieutenant 
Cook, who had given express orders that none of the 
Indians should be confined, and who, therefore, was 
equally turprised and concerned at this transaction, 
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J tet Tootthah at liberty. So strongly had thia 
Ittdiiui been possessed with tiie notion that it was in- 
tended to pat him to death, that he could not be per* 
snaded to the contmry till he was led out of the tort. 
His joy at his deliverance was so great, that it dis- 
playeid itself in a liberality which our people were very 
unwilling to partake oP, from a consciousness that on 
this occasion they had no claim to the reception of fa- 
vours. The impression, however, of tlie confinement 
of the chief operated with such force upon the minds 
of the natives, that few of them appeared; and the 
market was so ill supplied, that the English were in 
want of necessaries. At' length, by the prudent eier- 
tions of Lieutenant Cook, Mr. Banks, and Dr. Solander, 
the friendship of Tootahah was completely recovered, 
and the reconciliation worked upon tne Indians like a 
charm; for it was no sooner known that be had ffone 
voluntarily on board the Endeavour, than bread-fruit, 
cocoa-nuts, and other provisions were brought to the 
fort in great plenty. 

The lieutenant and the rest <^ the gentlemen had, 
hitherto, with a laudable discretion, bartered only 
beads for the articles of food now mentioned. But 
the market beceminf slack, they were obliged for the 
fim time, on the 8th of May, to bring out their nails; 
and such .was the effect of this new commodity, that 
one of the smallest sizs^ which was about four inches 
long, procured twenty cocoa-nuts, and bread-fruit in 
proportion. 

It was not till the 10th of the month that our voy- 
agers learned that the Indian name of the island was 
Otahkjte, by which name it hath since been always 
distinguished. 

On Sunday, the 14ch, an instance was exhibited of 
the inattention of the natives to our modes of religion. 
The lieutenant had directed that divine service should 
be performed at the fort; and he was desirous diat 
■ome of the principal Indians should be present. Mr. 
Banks secured the attendance of Tubourai Tamaide 
and his wife Tomio, hoping that it would give occa- 
sion to some inquiries on their part, and to some in- 
itnictibn in letnrn. During the whole service, they 
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Tery attentively obsenred Mr. Banks' behavioar, and 
stood, sat, or kneeled as they saw him do; and they 
appeared to be sensible that it was a serious ana im- 
portant emplojrment in which the English were engag- 
ed. But wlion the worship was ended, neither of them 
asked any questions, nor would they attend to any ex- 
planations which were attempted to be given of what 
nad been performed. 

As the day af preached for executing the grand pur- 
pose of the vo rage, Lieutenant Co(^ determined, in 
consequence of some hints which he had received from 
the Earl of M(/rton, to send out two parties to ob- 
serve the transit of Venus from other situations. By 
this means, he hoped that the success 'of the observa- 
tion would be secured, if there should happen to be 
any failure at Otaheite. Accordingly, on Thursday, 
the 1st of June, he despatched Mr. Gore in the long- 
boat to Eimeo, a neiriibouring island, together wiui. 
Mr. Monkhouse and JVIr. Sporing, a gentleman be- 
longing to Mr. Banks. They were furnished by Mr. 
Green with proper instruments. Mr. Banks himself 
chose to ffo upon this expedition, in which he was ac- 
companied by Tubourai Tamaide and Tomio, and by 
others of tlie natives. Early the next morning tlie 
lieutenant sent Mr. Hicks, in the Pinnace, with Mr. 
Clerk and Mr. Pickersgill, and Mr. Saunders one of 
the midshipmen, ordering them to fix upon some con- 
venient spot to the eastward, at a distance from the* 
principal -observatory, where mey also might employ 
the instruments they were provided with for observing 
the transit. 

The anxiety for such weather as would be favourable 
to the success of the experiment, was powerfully fek 
by all the parties^concemed. They could not sleep in 
peace the preceding night: but their apprehensiens 
were happily removed by- the sun's rising, on the 
morning of the 3d of June, without a cloud. The 
weather continued with equal clearness through the 
whole of the day; so that the observation was suc- 
cessfully made in every quarter. At the fort, where 
Lieutenant Cook, Mr. -Green, and Dr. Solander were . 
stationed, the whole passage of the planet Venns over 
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ihe min*8 disk was observed with f^'eat advantage. The 
magnifying power of Dr. Solander's telescope was su- 
perior to that of those which befonged to the liente- 
nant and to Mr Green. They all saw an atmosphere 
or dusky cloud round the body of the planet, which 
much disturbed the times of the contact, and especially 
of the internal ones ; and, in their accounts of these 
limes, they differed from each other in a greater degree 
than might have been expected. According to Mr. 
Green, 

Mormng. 
The first external contact, or first ap- h. min. sec* 
pearance of Venus on the sun was 9 25 42 
The first internal contact, or total im> 

mersion, was ... 9 44 4 

The second internal contact, or begin- 
ning of the immersion, was . 3 14 8 
The second external contact, or total 

immersion was . . . . 3 32 10 
The latitude of the observatory was found to be 17^ 
29^ 15''; and the longitude 149° 32^ dXY* west oi 
Greenwich. 

A more particular account of this great astronomical 
event, the providing for the accurate observation of 
which reflects so much honour on his majesty's munifi- 
cent patronage of science, may be seen in the sixty-first 
volume of the Philosophical Transactions. 

The pleasure which Lieutenant Cook and his friends 
derived, from having thus successfully accomplished the 
first grand object of the voyage, was not a little abated 
by the eonduct of some of the ship*s company; who, 
while the attention of the officers was engrossed by the 
transit of Venus, broke into one of the store-rooms, and 
stole a quantity of spike-nails, amounting to no less 
than a hundred weight This was an evil of a public 
and serious nature; for these nails, if injudiciously cir- 
culated among the Indians, would be productive of irre- 
parable injury to the English, 1^ reducing the value of 
iron, their staple commodity. One of the thieves, from^ 
whom only seven nails were recovered, was detected ;* 
ba^ U«oi]gh the punishment of 'two dozen lashes was in 
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flicted upon him, he would not impeach any of his a^ 
complices. 

Upon account of the absence of the two partira who 
Ifad been sent out to observe the transit, the king's birth- 
day was celebrated on the 5th, instead of the 4th of 
June; and the festivity of the day must have been 
greatly heightened by the happy success with which 
his majesty s liberab'ty had been crowned. 

On the 12th, Lieutenant Cook was again reduced to 
the necessity of exercising the severity of discipline. 
Complaint having been made to him, by certain of the 
natives, that two of the seamen had taken from them 
several bows and arrows, and some strings of platted 
hair, and the charge being fully supported, he punished 
each of the criminals with two dozen of lashes. 

On the same day it was discovered that Otaheite, 
like other countries in a c^ain period of society, has 
its bards and its minstrels. Mr. Banks, in his morn- 
ing's walk, had met with a number of natives, who ap- 
peared, upon inquiry, to be travelling musicians; and, 
naving learned where they were to be at night, all the 
gentlemen of the Endeavour repaired to the place. The 
band consisted of two flutes and three drums; and the 
drummers accompanied the music with their voices. To 
the surprise «of the English gentlemen, they found that 
themselves were generally the subject of the song, which 
was unpremeditated. These minstrels were continuallv 
going about from place to place; and they were reward- 
ed by the master of the house and the audience with 
•such things as they wanted. 

The repeated thefls which were committed Iqr the 
inhabitants of Otaheite brought our voyagers into fre- 

?«ent difficulties, and it required all the wisdom of 
iieutenant Cook to conduct himself in a proper man- 
ner. His sentiments on the subject displayed the li- 
berality of his mind. He thought it of consequence to 
lut an end, if possible, to thievish practices at once, 
»y doing something that should engage the natives in 
general to prevent them, from a regard to their com- 
mon interest. Strict orders had been given by him 
that they should not be fired upon, even when they 
were detected in attempting to ^eal any of the English 
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Noperty. For this the lieutenant had many reaflom.'^ 
The common sentinels were in no degree fit to be en- 
trusted with a power of life and death ; neither did 
Mr. Cook think that the theiU committed ^ the Oa^ 
beitans deserved so severe a punishment. They were 
not born under the law of England ; nor was it one 
of the conditions under which they claimed the be> 
nefits of civil society, that their lives should ^be for 
feited unless they abstained from theft. As the fieu- 
tenant was not willing that the natives should be ex* 
posed to firearms loaded with shot, neither -did he ap* 
prove of firing only with powder, which, if repeatedly 
found to be harmless, would at length be dispised. At 
a time when a considerable robbery had been commiu 
ted, an accident furnished him with what he hoped 
would be a happy expedient for preventing futere 
attempts of the same kind. Above twenty of the sul- 
in? canoes of the inhabitants came in with a supply of 
fisQ. Upon these Lieutenant Cook immediately seized, 
and, having brought them into the river behind the 
fort, gave notice that unless the things which had been 
stolen were returned, the canoes should be burnt.— 
This menace, without designing to pat it into ezeoo- 
tion, he ventured to publish, from a full conviction 
that, as restitution was thus made a common cause, 
the stolen goods would all of them speedily be brought 
• hick. In this, however, he was mistaken. An iron 
coaKrake, indeed, was restored ; upon which great so- 
licitation was made for the release of the canoes; but 
be still insisted on his original condition. When the 
next day came, be was much surprised to find that 
nothing further hcd been returned ; and, as the people 
were in the utmost distress for the fish, which would in 
a short time be spoiled, he was reduced to the dist^ree* 
able alternative, either of releasing the canoes, con* 
trary to what he had solemnly and publicly declared, 
or of detaining them, to the great damage of those who 
were innocent. As a temporary expedient, be per- 
mitted the natives to take the fish, but still detained 
the canoes. So far was this measure from being at- 
tended with advantage, that it was productive of new 
confuBion and injury ; for as it was not easy at once to 
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distineaiBh to what particular peraons the several loti 
of fish belonged, the canoes were plundered by those 
who had no nght to any part of their cargo. At length, 
most pressing instances being still made for the resto- 
ration of the canoes^ and Lieutenant Cook having 
reason to believe, either that the things for which he 
detained them were not in the island, or that those who 
sufiered by their detention were absolutely incapable of 
prevailing upon the thieves to relinquish their booty, 
ne determined, though not immediately, to comply w.th 
the solicitations of the natives. Our commander was, 
however, not a little mortified at the ill success of his 
project. 

About the same time, another accident occurred, 
which, notwithstanding all the caution of our principal 
voyagers, was very near embroiling them with the 
Indians. The lieutenant having sent a boat on shore 
to get ballast for the ship, the officer, not immediately 
finding stones suitable to the purpose, began to pull 
down some part of an inclosure in which the inhabit- 
ants had deposited the bones of their dead. This ac- 
tion a number of the natives violently opposed, and a 
messenger came down to the tents, to acquaint the 
gentlemen that no such thinff would be suffered. Mr. 
Banks directly repaired to Uie place, and soon put an 
amicable end to, the contest, by sending the boat s crew 
to the river, .where a sufficient quantity of stones 
might be gathered without a possibility of giving of- 
fence. These Indians appeared to be much more 
alarmed at any ii^jury which they apprehended to be 
done to the dead than to the living. This was the 
only measure in which they ventured to oppose the 
English: and the only insult that was ever offered to 
any individual belonging to the Endeavour was upon a 
similar occasion. It should undoubtedly be the concern 
of all voyagers to abstain from wantonly offending 
the religious prejudices of the people among whom they 
come. 

To extend the knowledge of navigation and the 

Shere of discovery, obfects which we need not say 
It Lieutenant Cook kept always steadily in view, 
be set out, in the Knnace, on the twenty-sixth of June* 
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iceompanied bj Mr. Banks, to make the circait of the 
island ; during which the lieutenant and his companiona 
were thrown into great alarm, by the apprehended loss 
of the boat. By this expedition Mr. Cook obtained 
an acquaintance with the several districts of Otaheite, • 
the chiefs who presided over them, and a variety of 
curious circumstances respecting the manners and cus- 
toms of the inhabitants. On the first of July he got 
back to the fort at Matavai, having found the circuit of 
the island, including the two peninsulas of which it con- 
sisted, to be about thirty leagues. 

The circumnavigation of Otaheite was followed by 
in expedition of Mr. Banks to trade the river up the 
valley from which it issues, and examine how fdr its 
banks were inhabited. During this excursion he di»> 
cemed many traces of subterraneous fire. The stones, 
like those of Madeira, displayed evident tokens of hav- 
ing been burnt, and the very clay upon the hills had the 
same appearance. 

Another valuable employment of Mr. Banks was the 
planting of a great quantity of the seeds of water-me- 
lons, oranges, lemons, limes, and other plants and trees, 
which he had collected at Rio de Janeiro. For these 
he prepared ground on each side of the fort, and selected 
as many varieties of soil as could be found. He gave, 
also, liberally of these seeds to the natives, and planted 
many of them in the woods. 

Lieutenant Cook now began to prepare for his de- 
parture. On the 7th of July the carpenters were em- 
ployed in taking down the gates and pallsadoes of 
the fortification; and it was continued to be disman- 
tled daring the two following days. Our commander 
and the rest of the gentlemen were in hbpes that 
they should quit Otaheite without giving or receiv 
tag any further ofience ; but in this respect they were 
BUortanately disappointed. The lieutenant had pni 
deatJy overlooked a dispute of a smaller nature be- 
tween a couple of foreign seamen and some of the In- 
dtans, when he was immediately involved in a quarrel, 
wkidi he greatly regretted, and which yet it was to« 
tally out of his power to avoid. In the middle of the 
■ignt, between the 8th and 9th, Ciemeiit Webb and 
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Samuel Gibson, two of the marinee, went privftifl- 
h from the fort. As they were not to be found in 
the morning, Mr. Cook was apprehensive that they 
intended to stay behind ; but, being unwilling to en- 
danger the harmony and good-will which at present 
subsisted between our peojwe and the natives, ne de- 
termined to wait a day for the chance of the men's re- 
turn. As, to the great concern of the lieutenant, the 
marines were not come back on the morning of the 
tenth, inquiry was made aAer them of the Indiaiut, who 
acknowledged thit each of them had taken a wife, and 
had resolved to become inhabitants of the country.— 
After some deliberation, two of the natives undertook 
to conduct such persons to the place of the deserters* 
retreat, as Mr. Cook should think proper to send ; and, 
accordingly, he dispatched with the guides a petty 
officer and the corporal of the marines. As it was of 
the utmost importance to recover the men, and to do it 
speedily, it was intimated to several of the cluefs who 
were in the fort with the women, among whom were 
Tubourai Tomaide, Tomio, and Oberea, that they 
would not be permitted to leave it till the fugitives were 
returned ; and the lieutenant had the pleasure of ob- 
serving, that they received the intimation with very 
little indications of alarm, and with assurances that 
his people should bo secured and sent back as soon as 
possible. While this transaction took platie at the fort, 
our commander sent Mr. Hicks in the Pinnace to 
fetch Tootahah on board the ship. Mr. Cook had 
reason to expect, if the Indian guides proved faithful, 
that the deserterH, and those who went in search of 
them, would return before the evening. Being disai^ 
pointed, his j uspicions increased, and thinking it not 
safe, when the night approached, to let the persons 
Zr^'h4. «t»rl^ "fe^"®^ *« hostages fontinue at the 
S£« t« ^Tu T"^°^'^i TomaidS, Oberea, and some 
s?ai^' whSh^^^.'''i**°"^ *^** Endeavour a circum- 
JL^of rh^i "f* ^"^ e^^^*"^ ^^ alarm, that se- 

:^' aLSTe^iSSa ^ST'^ .*'* """""' V"^ 
tea«. • Webh- rK^.,» • ^^^ emotion and many 
^^oaJ^^^^i^J^'^'l °>lo«k, was brought ba5 
oy soine ot tke aauves, who declared that Gibson, and 
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«hd petty officer and corpoml, would not be restored 
dll Tootahah should be set at liberty. Lieutenant 
Cook now found that the tables were turned upon 
him: but, having proceeded too far to retreat, he 
immediately despatched Mr. Hicks in the long boat, 
with a strong party of men, to rescue the prisoners. 
Tootahah was, at the same time, informed that it be- 
hoved him to send some of his people with them, for 
the purpose of affording them effectual assistance. 
With this injunction he readily complied, and the pri- 
soners were restored without the least opposition. On 
the next day they were brotight back to the ship, upon 
which the chiefs were released from their confinement 
Thus ended an affair which had given the lieutenant a 
great deal of trouble and concern. It appears, how- 
ever, that the measure which he pursued was the result 
of an absolute necessity; since it was only by the 
seizure of the chiefs that he could have recovered his 
men. Love was the seducer of the two marines. So 
strong was thQ attachment which they had formed to a 
coupfe of girls, that it was their design to conceal them* 
•elves till the ship had sailed, and to take up their resi 
dence in the island. 

Tupia was one of the natives who had so particn* 
hiiy devoted himself to th^ English, that he had 
Msrcely ever been absent from them during the whole 
of their stay at Otaheite. He had been Oberea's first 
Ottttister, while she was in the height of her power ; 
sod be was also chief priest of the country. To his 
knowledge of the religious principles and ceremonies 
(rf* the Indians; he added great experience in navigation, 
sad a particular acquaintance with the number and si- 
taation of the neighbouring islands. This man had 
often expressed a desire to go with odr' navigators, 
ud when they were ready to depart, he came on 
board with a boy about thirteen years of age, and en- 
tieated that oe might be permitted to proceed with th^m 
on their voyage. To have such a person in the 
Endeavour was desirable on many a<$counts; and, 
therefore, Lieutenant Cook gladly acceded to his pro- 



Qn the 13th of July the English weighed anchor; 
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and as soon as the ship was nnder sail, the Indians on 
board took their leaves, a^d wept with a decent and si. 
lent sorrow, in which there was something very striking 
and tender Tupia sustained himself m this scene witn 
a truly admirable firmness and resolution; for though We 
wept, the effort he made to conceal his tears, concur- 
red with them to do him honour. . 

The stay of our voyagers at Otaheite was three 
months, the greater part of which time was spOnt m the 
most cordial friendsliip with the inhabitants, and a 
perpetual reciprocation of good offices. That any dil- 
ferences should happen was greatly regretted on the 
part of Lieutenant Cook and his fripnds, who were stu- 
dious to avoid them as much as possible. The principal 
causes of them resulted from this peculiar situation and • 
circumstances of the English and the Indians, and 
especially from the disposition of the latter to theft 
The effects of this disposition could not always be sub- 
mitted to or prevented. It was happy, however, that 
there was only a single instance in which the differ 
ences that arose were attended with any fatal conse- 
quence, and by that accident the lieutenant was in- 
structed to take the most effectual measures for the fu»» 
ture prevention of similar events. He had nothing so 
much at heart, as that in no case the intercourse ot hia 
people with the natives should be productive of bloodr 



The traffic with the inhabitants for provisions and re- 
iVeshments, which was chiefly under the managoment 
of IVIr. Banks, was carried on with as much order as in 
any well-regulated market in Europe. Axes, hatchets, 
spikes, large nails, looking-glasses, knives, and beads, 
were found to be the best articles to deal in ; and for 
some of these, every thing which the inhabitants pos- 
eesaed might be procured. They were, indeed, fond oi 
fine Unen cloth, whether white or printed ; but an aze 
worth half a crown would fetch more than a piece of 
cloth of the value of twenty shillings. 

It would deviate from the plan of this narrative to 
enter into a mmute account of the nature, productions, 
inhabifcnts, customs, and manners of the countries which 
were discovered or visited by Mr. Cook ; or to give a 
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paitiealar detaO of every nautical, ^ 
aBtronomical observation. It will be su^cient here to 
take notice, that our commander did not depart from 
Otaheite without accumulating a store of information 
and inAmction for the enlargement of knowledge, and 
the benefit of navigation. 

While the Endeavour proceeded on her vojage under 
an easy sail, Tupia informed Deutenant Cook, that al 
four of the neighbouring islands, which he distinguished 
by the names of Huaheine, Ulietea, Otaha, and, Bola- 
bola, hogs, fowls, and other refreshments, which had 
latterly been sparingly supplied at Otaheite, might be 
procured in great plenty. The lieutenant, however, 
was desirous of first examining an island that lay to the 
' northward, and wad called Tethuroa. Accordingly, he 
came near it ; but having found it to be only a small, 
low island, and being told at the same time, that it had 
no settled inhabiunts, he determined to drop any further 
examination of it, and to go in search of Huaheine and 
Ulietea, which were described to be well peopled, and 
as large as Otaheite. 

On the 15th of July, the weather being hazy, with 
light breezes and calms succeeding each other, so that 
no land could be seen, and little way was made, Tupia 
afforded an amusing proof that, in the exercise of nis 
priestly character, he knew how to unite s6me degree 
of art with his superstition. He often prayed for a wind 
to his god Tane, and as often boasted of his success: 
this, indeed, he took a most effectual method to secure; 
for he never began his address to his divinity till he 
perceived the breeze to be so near, that he knew it must 
approach the ship before his supplications could well be 
brought to a conclusion. 

T^ Endeavour, on the 16th, being close in with 
the north'West part of Huaheine, some canoes soon 
came off, in one of which was the king of the island 
and his wife. At first the people seemed afraid ; but, 
npon seeing Tupia, their apprehensions were in part 
dispersed, and at length, m consequence of fre- 
ment and earnestly-repeated assurances of friendship, 
toeir majesties, and several others, ventured on board 
die ihip. Their astonishmsnt at every thing whrib 
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WM shown them was ve^yS^^H *?J^l^f wht^ were 
Mity did not extend to any olsects but ^^.^^jey 
particalarly pointed out to their pouce^^ ^^ ^^ 

CSrbecome more familiar, Mr. Cook was g^ ^^ ^^ 
deretand that the king was called UTee,« ^^. 

proposed, as a mark o^ a""i^y» ',^5 ' iSSlX readi- 
ShaSge of their names.. To ^^«^^f„5e?^S' Sieir being 
ly consented; and during the remainder otm ^^ 

together, the lieutenant was Oree, aij? 7 ,^*^ hiving 
cSok^e; In the afternoon, the End^avou 

come to an anchor in » 8'»5"?v?"„®JicoT which 
on the west side of the island, the name ot w ^ 

Owharre, Mr. Cook, accompanied by J^^* ^^^g who 
Solander, Mr. Monkhouse, Tupia, and the nauv ^^^ ^ 
had been on board ever since the ™^™/"e;'^Speated • 
iy went on shore. The Engl«^, St^'^l d^aVin the 
their excureions on the two fp"°^i°f/o?Huaheine 
couree of whichtheyfound that the people otnua .^ 
had a very near resemblance to tbo&,t.fciVcumstaice 
person, dfess, language, and every other c^r^^^^^^edy 
Jtnd thit the productions of the country were exa 

"trafficking with our Peopie. the inhabitanU^^^^ 
Huaheine displayed a caution and hesitotion w 
rendered the*^dealing with them l^^^^^t ohlSed to 
On the 19th, therefore, the English ^«Jf ^^i'^oped 
. bring oat soike hatchets, which it was a\5'«^^'*Q 
the4 Would be no occasion for, in an ^sl*"^^ "'^rjtu^^ 
never. before been visited by any European. 1 ne^ 
procured three very large boss; and as it ^aa pro- 
ceed to sail in the afternoon, Oree and sey^'^JL^ Mr 
iame on board to take their leave. To jhe k^ngi^^; 
Cook gave a small pewter plate, on which was atampea 
this inscription : " His Britannic Majesty s ship en- 
deavour. Lieutenant Janoies Cook, commander, loin 
July, 1769, Huaheine." Among ether presents made 
to Oree, were some medals or counters, resembUnguie 
coin of England, and struck in the year 1761 ; all ot 
which, and particularly the plate, he promised care- 
fully and inviolably to preserve. This the lieutenant 
thought to be as lasting a testimony as any he could 
well provide, that the English bad fi-rst discovered the 
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falmd, and having dimiMed bis Tintora, who were 
highly pleased with the treatment thej had met witht 
he sailed for Ulietea, in a good harbour of which he an- 
chored the next day. 

Tupia had expressed his apprehensions that oar Bft* 
▼igators, if they landed upon tne island, would be ei- 
pMed to the attacks of the men of Bolabola, whom he 
represented as having lately conc^uered it, and of whom 
he entertained a Tery formidable idea. This, however, 
dkl not deter Mr. Cook, Mr. Banks, Dr. Solander, and 
the other gentlemen, fro« going immediately on shore. 
Tupia, who was of the party, introduced them, by peii- 
formins some ceremonies which be had practised b»> 
fore at nuaheine. After this, the lieutenant hoisted an 
Ij^iygliah jack, and, in the name of his Britannic majes- 
ty, took possession of Ulietea, and the three nei^boar> 
ing islands, Hnaheine,Otaha, and Bolabola, all of which 
were in sight. 

On the list, the master was despatched in the long- 
boat, to examine the coast of the south part of the 
island ; and one of the mates was sent in the yawl, to 
sound the harbour where the Endeavour lay. At the 
same time. Lieutenant Cook went himself m the pin- 
nace, to survey that part of Ulietea which lies to the 
noitk. Mr. Gianks likewise, and the gentlemen, again 

* trading 



on shore, and employed themselves in i 
with the natives, and in examining the productions 
and cariosities of the country ; but they saw nothing 
worthy of notice, excepting some human jaw-bones, 
which, like scalps among the Indians of North Ameri- 
ea, were trophies of war, and had probably been hang 
np by tiie warriors of Bolabola, as a memorial of their 
conqoest. 

The weather being hazy on the 22d and 23d, with 
rtrong gales, the lieutenant did not venture to put to 
sea ibat, on the 24th, though the wind continued to be 
variable, he got under sail, and plied to the northward 
widiin the reef, purposing to go out at a wider opening 
than that bv which ne bm entered the harbour. How- 
ever, in doing this, he was in imminent danger of striking 
on the rock. Th^ master, who by his order had kept 
ecntimiallj sounding in tne chains, suddenly caUnd 
Vol. t D 8 
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oot, **tw^o fathom." Though oar commander knew 
that the ship drew at least fourteen feet, and coup 
sequentlj that the shoal could not possibly be under 
her keef, he was nevertheless justly alarmed. Hap- 
pily, the master was either mistaken or the Endea- 
vour went along the edge of a coral rock, many of 
which, in the neighbourhood of these islands, are as 
steep as a wall. 

After a tedious navigation of some days, during 
which several small islands were seen, and the long- 
boat landed at Otaha, Lieutenant Cook returned to 
Ulietea, but to a different part of it from that which he 
had visited before. In a harbour belonging to the 
west side of the island, he came to an anchor on the 
Ist of August This measure was necessary, in order 
to stop a leak which the ship had sprung in the powder* 
room, and to take the more ballast, as she was found 
too light to carry sail upon a wind. The place where 
the Endeavour was secured was conveniently situated' 
for the lieutenant's purpose of obtaining ballast and 
water. 

Mr. Banks, Dr. Solander, and the gentlemen who 
went on shore this day, spent their time thach to their 
satisfaction. The reception they met was respectful in 
the highest degree, and the behaviour of the Indians to 
the English indicated a fear of them, mixed with a con- 
fidence that they had no propensity to commit any kind 
of injury. In an intercourse which the lieutenant and 
his friends carried on for several days, with the inha- 
bitants of this part of the island, it appeared that the 
terrors which Tupia had expressed oi the Bolabola 
conquerors were wholly groundless. Even Opoony, 
the formidable king of Bolabola, treated our navigators 
with respect. Being at Ulietea on the 5th of August, 
he sent Mr. Cook a present of three hogs, some fowls, 
and several pieces of cloth of uncommon length, toge- 
ther with a considerable quantity of plaintains, cocoa- 
nuts, and other refreshments. This present was ac- 
companied with a message, that, on tne next day, he 
intended to pay our commander a visit. Accordingly, 
on Jie 6th, tne lieutenant and the rest of the gentle- 
ms 1^ iAll staid at home, in expectation of this important 
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tisiter, who did not, however, make hk appearanee, 
hot sent three very jiretty ^rls as his messengers, to 
demand something in return for his present.. In the 
afternoon, as the sreat king would not go to the 
English, the English determined to go to the great 
king. From the account which had been given of 
him, as lord of the Bolabola men, who were the con- 
querors of UUetea, and the terror of all the other 
islands. Lieutenant Cook and his companions ex- 
pected to see a young and vigorous chief with an in- 
telligent countenance, and the marks of an enter- 
prising spirit; instead of which, they found a feeble 
wretch, withered and decrepit, half blind with age, 
and so sluggish and stupid, that he scarcely appeared 
to be possessed even of a common degree or under* 
standing. Otaha being the principal place of Opoony's 
residence, he went with our navigators to that island 
on the next day ; and they were in hopes of deriving 
some advantage from his influence, in obtaining such 
provision as Uiey wanted. In this r^pect, however, 
they were disappointed ; for, though th^ey had 'pre- 
sented hun with an axe, as an inducement to him to 
encourage his subjocts in dealing with them, they were 
obliged to leave him without having procured a single 
article. 

The time which the carpenters had taken up in 
stopping the leak of the ship, having detained our 
voyagers longer at Ulietea than they woidd otherwise 
have staid, lieutenant Cook determined to give up the 
design of going on shore at Bolabola, especially as it 
appeared to be difficult of access. The principal islands, 
aboot which the English had now spent somewhat more 
dian three weeks, were six in number : Ulietea, Otah^ 
Bolabola, Huaheine, Tubal, and Maurua. As they lie 
contiguous to each other, the lieutenant gave them the 
general appellation of the Society Islands; but did not 
Slink proper to distinguish them separately by any other 
names than those by which they were called by the 
natives. 

On the 9th of Aueust, the leak of the vessel having 
been stopped, and Uie fresh stock that had been pur- 
ehaaed being brought on board, our commander took 
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ths oppoitani^ of a breese whieb tprtaff np at Mrta 
and sailed out of the harbour. Aa he was saifiiij^awayy 
Tupia strongly urged him to fire a shot towards Bola- 
bola; and though that island was at seven leagues dis- 
tance, the lieutenant obliged him by oomplying with hit 
request Tupia's views probably were, to display a 
mark of his resentment, and to show the power of hif 
new allies. 

Our voyagers pursued their course, without mfteting 
with any event worthy of notice, till the 13th, when land 
was discovered, bearing south-east, and which Tupia 
informed them to be an island called Oheteroa. On the 
next day, Mr. Cook sent Mr. Gore, one of his lieute* 
nants, in the pinnace, with orders that he should endea* 
vour to get on shore, and learn from the natives whe- 
ther there was anchorage in a bay then in sizht, and 
what land lav Airther to the southward. Mr. Gote waa 
accompanied in this expedition by Mr, Banks, Dr. So* 
lander, and Tupia, who used everv method, but in vain* 
to conciliate the minds of the inhabitants, and to engage 
them in a friendlv intercourse. As, upon making the 
circuit of the island, neither harbour nor anchorage 
could be found upon it, and, at the same time, the 
disposition of the people was so hostile that landing 
would be rendered impracticable without bloodshed 
Mr. Cook determined, with equal wisdom and humani- 
ty, not to attempt it, having no motive that could justiQf 
theriskoflife. 

From Tupia our navigators learned that there were 
various islands lying at different distances, and in di& 
ferent directions from Oheteroa, between the south and 
the north-west, and that to the north-east there was an 
island called Manua, Bird Island. This he represented 
as being at the distance of three days* sail; but he 
seemed most desirous that Lieutenant Cook should 
proceed to the westward, and desciibed several islanda 
in that situation, which he said he had visited. It ap- 
peared, from his description of th^m, that these were 
probably Buscawen ana Keppers Islands, which were 
discovered by Captain Walhs. The furthest island 
that Tupia knew of to the southward, lay, he said, at 
the distance of about two days* sail from Oheteroa^ and 
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WPS ctitod MoatoB. Bot he added, that lib fiidier had 
iaionied him ef there being islands still moie to the 
sooth. Upon the whole, our commander determined 
to atuid Boutbwud, in aeareh of a continent, and to lose 
no time in attempting to discover any other islands, 
than sneh as he might happen to fall in with daring bia 



On the 15tb of August our voyagers saijed from Ohe* 
teroa, and on the 25th of the same month was cele* 
bmted the anniversary of their departure fVom England. 
The ccmiet was seen on the 9Uth. It was a litclo 
above the horiion, in the eastern part of the heavens, 
at one in the morning; and at about half an boor af^ 
ler four it passed the meridian, and its tail subtended 
an angle or forty-two degrees. Tupia, who was among 
other* that observed the comet, instantly cried out, 
diat ae aoon as it should be seen by the people of Bola- 
bela, they would attack the inhabitants of Ulietea, who 
would be oblised to endeavour to preserve their lives 
fay fleeing with the utmost precipitation to the moun- 



On the 6th of October land was discovered, which 
appeared id be laij^e. When, on the neit day, it was 
move distiBctly visible, it assumed a still larger ap- 
pearance, and displaved four or five ranges of hilk, 
rising one over the other, above all which was a chain 
of moiratains of an enormous height. This land nam- 
lally became the sul^ect of much eager conversation ; 
and the general opinion of the eentlemen on board the 
Endeavour was, that they had found the Terra vufiraBt 
yieotnnta. In fact it was a part of New Zealand, where 
the list advemores the English met with were very un- 

, on account of the hostile disposition .of the in- • 



pleaeant,4 
hahitatitii. 



Lieutenant Cook having anchored on the 8th, in 
bay at tlie entrance of a small river, wfht on shore in 
the evening, with the pinnace and yawl, accompanied 
fay Bfr. Banks and Dr. Solander, and attended with a 
party of men. Being desirous of conversing with some 
Bstives wtiom he bad observed on the opposite side 
•r the river fVom that on which be had landed, he oi^ 
demd the yawl in, to oany himself and his oompantona 
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over, and left the pinnace at the entrance. When they 
came near the place where the Indians were aaeem- 
bled, the latter all ran away; and the gentlemen, having 
left four boys to take care of the yawl, walked up to 
several huts which were about two or three hundred 
yards from the water side. They had not gone very 
far, when four men, armed with long lances, rushed out 
of the woods, and, running up to attack the boat, would 
certainly have cut her off, if they had not been disco- 
vered by the people in the pinnace, who called to the 
boys to drop down the stream. The boys instantly 
obeyed ; but being closely pursued by the natives, the 
cockswain of the pinnace, to whom the charge of the 
boats was committed, fired a musket over their heads. 
At this they stopped and looked around them; but their 
alarm speedily subsiding, they brandished their lances 
in a threatening manner, and id a few minutes renewed 
the pursuit. The firing of a'second musket over their 
heads did not draw from them any kind of notice. At 
last, one of them having lifted up his spear to dart it at 
the boat, another piece was fired, by which he waii 
shot dead. At the fall of their associate, the three re- 
maining Indians stood for a while motionless, and seem- 
ed petrifi^ with astonishment. No sooner had they 
recovered themselves, than they went back, dragging 
after them the dead body, which, however, they were 
obliged to leave, that it might not retard their flieht. 
lieutenant Coek and his friends, who had straggled to 
a little distance from each other, were drawn together 
upon the report of the first musket, and returned speedi- 
ly to the boat, in which having crossed the river, they 
soon beheld the Indian lyinff dead upon tHe ground. 
After their return to the ship, they could hear the people 
on shore talking with ^eat earnestness, and in a very 
loud tone of voice. 

Notwithstanding this disaster, the lieutenant, being 
desirous of establishing an intercourse with the natives, 
ordered, on the following day, three boats to be 
manned with seamen and marines, and proceeded to- 
wards the shore, accompanied by Mr. Banks, Dr. So- 
lander, the other gentlemen, and Tupia. About fifty 
of the inhahiiants seemed to wait for their landings 
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hinng seated themielvefl upon the ground, on the oppo- 
■ite side of the river. This being regarded as a sign 
of fear, Mr. Cook, with only Mr. Banks, Dr. Solander, 
and Tupia, advanced towards them; but they had not 
gone many paces before all the Indians started up, and 
every man produced either a long pike, or a small wea- 
pon of green talk. Though Tupia called to them in 
the language of Otaheite, they only answered by flou- 
rishing their weapons, and making signs for the gentle- 
men to depart. On a musket's being fired wide of 
them, they desisted fVom their threats ; and our com- 
mander, who had prudently retreated till the marines 
could be landed, again advanced towards them, with 
Mr. Banks, Dr. Solander, and Tupia, to whom were 
now added Mr. Green and Mr. Monkhouse. Tupia 
was a second time directed to speak to them, and it 
was perceived vi^ith great pleasure that he was perfectly 
onderstood, his and their language being the same, ex- 
cepting only in a diversity of malect. He. informed 
them that our voyagers only wanted provision and 
water, in exchange for iron, the properties of which he 
explained as far as he was able. Though the natives 
seemed willing to trade, Tupia was sensible, during the 
course of his conversation with them, that their inten- 
tions were unfriendly; and of this he repeatedly warned 
the English gentlemen. At length twenty or thirty of 
the Indians were induced to cross the river, upon which 
presents were made them of iron and beads. On 
these they appeared to set little value, and particularly 
on the iron, not having the least conception of its use^ 
so that nothing was obtained in return excepting a few 
feathers.. Their arms, indeed, they offered to exchange 
for those of our voyagers, and this being refused, the^ 
made varions attempts to snatch them out of their 
hands. Tupia was now instructed to acquaint the In- 
dians that our gentlemen w^uld be oblieed to kill 
them, if they proceeded to any further violence ; not- 
withstanding which, one of them, while Mr. Green 
happened to turn about, seized his hanger, and retired 
to a little distance, with a shout of exultation. The 
othen, at the same time, began to be extremely inso- 
lent, aiid more of the nitfives were seen coming to join 
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them fVom die oppoeite gide of the rhrer. It hefw 
therefore, neoesMiy to repress them, Mr. Banks fired, 
with small shot, at the distance of about fifteen yards, 
apoB the man who had taken the hanger. Though he 
was struck, he did not relhm the hanger, but continued 
to waye it round his head, while he slowly made his re- 
treat Mr. Monkhoiise then fired at him with ball, and 
he instantly dropped. So far, however, v/ere the In- 
dians from beine sufficiently terrified, that the main 
body of them, who, upon the firat discharge had retired 
to a rock in the midale of the river, bettan to return, 
and it was with no small difficulty that Mr. Monkhooee 
secured the hanger. The whole number of them con- 
tinuing to advance, three of the English party discharjg* 
ed their pieces at them, loaded only with small sh(^ 
upon which they swam back for the shore, and it ap- 
peared, upon their landing, that two or three of them 
were wounded. While thejr retired slowly up the coun- 
try. Lieutenant Cook and his companions re-embaiked 
in their boats. 

As the lieutenant had unhappily experienced that 
nothing at this place could be aone with these people, 
and found that the water in the river was salt, ne pro- 
ceeded in the boats round the head of the bay, in 
search of ftesh water. Beside this, he had formed a 
design of surprising some of the natives, and taking 
them on board, that, bjr kind treatment and nresenta, 
he might obtain their friendship, and render tnem the 
instruments of establishing for him an amicable inter- 
course with their countrymen. While, upon aeeount 
of a dangerous surf which every where beat upon the 
shore, the boats were prevented from landmg, our 
.comniander saw two canoes coming in from the sea , 
one under saiL and the other worked with paddles. 
This he thought to be a fiivourable oppoitunity for 
executing his purpose. Accordingly, the boats were 
disposed in soch a manner as appeared most likely to 
be enccessful m intercepting tte canoes. Notvntb- 
■landing this, the Indians in the canoe which wai 
p«ddlei£ exerted themselves with so much vigour at 
the first apprehension of danger, that they esc^ied to 
die neaiest imd. The other canoe tuM oo without 



ikcemmg die EBglish, till she wu in the midflt of them , 
bat no sooner had she discovered them, than the people 
on board stnick their sail, and plied then- paddles so 
briskly, as to oatrun the beat by which they were puf- 
soed. Being within hearing, Tupia called to them to 
come alongside, with assurances that they should not 
in any degree be hurt or injured. They trusted, how- 
ever, more to their own paddies, than to Tupia's pro- 
misee, and continued to flee from our navigatofB witk 
all their power. Mr. Cook, as the least eicepcionabto 
expedient of accomplishing his desien, oidered a 
raosket to be fired over their heads* liiiB, he hoped, 
would either make them surrender or leap into the 
water, but it produced a contrary effect The Indians, 
who were seven in number, immediately formed a t&- 
solution not to fly, but to fight. When, therefore, the 
boat came up, they began to attack with their paddles, 
and with stones and ouier offensive weapons ; and they 
carried it on with so much vigour and violence, that the 
Enslish thought themselvee obliged to fire upon them 
in their own defence ; the conseouence of which was, 
that four were unhappily killed. The other three, who 
were boys, the eldest about nineteen, and/the youngest 
about eleven, instantly leaped into the water, and en- 
deavoured to make their escape ; but being with some 
difficulty overpowered by our people, they were brought 
into the boat. 

It is impossiUe to reflect upon this part of lieutensot 
Ceok*e conduct with any d^ree of satisftction. He^ 
hfanseli^ upon a cahn review, did not approve of it ; and 
he was sensible thai it would be censured by the feel* 
in^ of eveiy reader of humanity. It is probaUe that his 
Bund was so far irritated by the disagreeable preceding 
erents of tins unfortunate day, and by the unexpected 
violence of {he Indians in the canoe, as to lose some- 
what of that self-possession by which his character hi 
geeeral was eminently distinguished. Candour, how- 
ever, reqoiies that I should relate what he hath oA 
fined in eztenuatioB, not ia deface of the transao- 
lioB, and this shall be done in his own words. **■ These 
people certainly did not deserve death for net chooinng 
toooafida ki my etomises, et aot eoaseniiBg to c ^ 



68 ^ <;aptain cook's 

on board my boat, even if they had apprdieaded no 
danger. But the nature of my service required that I 
ahould obtain a knowledge of their country, which I 
could no otherwise effect than by forcing my way into 
it in a hostile manner, or gaining admission through 
the confidence and good will of the people. I had al- 
ready tried the power of presents without effect ; and I 
was now promptedi by my desire to avoid further hos- 
tilities, to get some of them on board, as the only me- 
thod left of convincing them that we intended them 
no harm, and had it in our power to contribute to their 
gratification and convenience. Thus far my intentions 
certainly were not criminal ; and though in {he contest, 
which I had not the least reason to expect, our victory > 
might have been complete without so great an expense 
of life, yet in such situations, when the command to fire 
has been given, no man can restrain its excess, or pre- 
scribe its effect." 

Our voyagers were successful in conciliating the 
minds of the three boys, to which Tupia particularly 
contributed. When their fears were allayed, and their 
cheerfulness returned, they sang a song with a degree 
of taste that surprised the English gentlemen. The 
tune, like those of our psalms, was solemn and slow, 
containing many notes and semitones. 

Some further attempts were made to establish an in- 
tercourse with the natives, and Mr. Cook and hia 
friends on the 10th, went on shore for this purpose; 
bat being unsuccessful in their endeavours, they re* 
solved to re^mbark, lest their stay should embroil 
them in another quarref, and cost more of the Iniians 
their lives. On the next day, the lieutenant weighed 
anchor, and stood away from this unfortunate and in- 
hospitable place. As it had not afforded a single arti- 
cle that was wanted, excepting wood, he gave it the 
name of Poverty Bay. By the inhabitants it is called 
Taoneroa, or Long-Sand> I shall not regularly pur- 
sue the course of our commander .round New Zealand. 
In this course he spent nearly six months, and made 
large additions to the knowledge of navigation and 
mography. By making almost the whole cirenit' of 
New {{ealaiid, lie asceitBined U to be two islandst with 
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t itrength of evidence which no prejudice could gain* 
■aj or resist. He obtained, likewise, a full acquaintance 
with the inhabitants of the different parts of the country^ 
with regard to whom it was clearly proved that they 
are eaters of human fl^h. Omitting a number of mi- 
nute circumstances, 1 shall only select a few things 
which mark Mr. Cook's personal conduct, and relate to 
his intercourse with the natives. 

The good usage the three boys had met with, and 
the friendly and generous manner in which they were 
dismissed to their own homes, had some effect in 
softening the dispositions of the neighbouring Indians. 
Several of them, who had come, on board while the 
ship lay becalmed in the aftepoon, manifested every 
sign of friendship, and cordially invited the English to 
go back to their old bav, or to a cove which was not 
quite so far off. But Lieutenant Cook chose rather 
to prosecute his discoveries, having reason to hope 
that he should find a better harbour than any he had 
yet seen. 

While the ship was hauling round to the south end 
of a small island, which the lieutenant had named 
Portland, from its very great resemblance to Pprtland 
in the British Channel, she suddenly fell into shoal 
water and broken ground. The soundings were never 
twice the same, jumping at once from seven fathom to 
eleven. However, they were always seven fathom or 
more ; and in a short time the Endeavour got clear of 
danger, and again sailed in deep water. While the 
ihip was in apparent distress, the inhabitants of the 
idand, who in vast numbers sat on its white cliffs, and 
could not avoid perceiving some appearance of confu- 
sion on board, and iome irregularity in the working 
erf' the vessel, were desirous of taking advantage of her 
critical situation. Accordingly five canoes, full of 
men, and well armed, were put off with the utmost ex- 
pedition ; and they came so near, and showed so hos-. 
tile a disposition, by shouting, brandishing their lances, 
ud using threatening gestures, that the lieutenant was 
ia pain for his small Iwat, which was still employed in 
soonding. By a musket, which he ordered to be fired 
over them, they were rather provoked than intimidated 
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The firing of a fonr pounder, loaded with grape M^ 
tlMMigh purposely discharged wide of them, produced k 
better effect upon the report of the piece, the Indians 
all rose up and snouted ; but instead of continuing the 
chase, they collected themselves together, and, after m 
ahort consultation, went quietly away. 

On the 14th of October, Lieutenant Cook having 
hoisted out his pinnace and long-boat to search for wa- 
ter, just as they were about to set off, several boats, 
full of New Zealand people, were seen comioff from the 
■bore. After some time, five of these boats, having on 
board between eighty and ninety men, made towards 
the ship, and four more followed at no great distance, 
as if to sustain thie attack. When the first five had 
gotten within about a hundred yards of the Endeavour, 
they began to sing their war song, and brandishing their 
pikes, prepared for an engagement. As the lieutenant 
was extremely desirous of avoiding the nnhappy ile- 
cessity of using fire-arms against the natives, Tupja 
was ordered to acquaint them that our voyagers had 
weapons which, like thunder, would destroy uiem in a 
moment; that th^y would immediately convince them 
of their power, by directing their effect so that they 
should not be hurt ; but that, if they persisted in any 
hostile attempt, they wonld be exposed to the direct 
attack of these formidable weapons. A four*pounder, 
loaded with grape-shop, was then fired wide of them ; 
and this expedient was fortunately attended with suc- 
cess. The report, the fiash, and, above all, the shot, 
which spread very far in the water, terrified the Indians 
to such a degree, that they began to paddle away with 
all their might. At the instance, however, of Tnpia, 
the people of one of the boats were induced to lay 
aside their arms, and to come under the stem of die 
Endeavour, in consequence of which they received a 
variety of presents. 

On the next day a circumstance occnrred, which 
showed how ready one of the inhabitants of New Zea- 
land was to take an advantage of our navigators. In t 
large, armed canoe, which came boldly alongside of the 
ship, was a man who had a black skin thrown over 
hiiD, somewhat like that of a bear. Mr. Cook being 
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iMroufl of VoQwinff to what aiiimal k on^mJi^ fa^ 
lonffed, offered the Indian for it a pieee of red baixA. 
Witn this banniin he aeemed to be ereatly pleaaed, im- 
mediately palunff off the skin and holdin|[ it ap in tJw 
boat He would not, however, part with it tilThe had 
the cloth in his poaaeadon ; ana aa there could be no 
transfer of property, if equal caution should be eier* 
cised on both sides, the lieutenant ordered the baise to 
be delivered ioito hia hands. Upon this, instead of send* 
Ing np the skin, be began, with amazing coolness, to 
pack up both that and tne cloth, which he had received 
as the purcha^ of it, in a basket : nor did he pay the 
least r^rd to Mr. Cook*s demand or remonstranoea, 
but soon afler put off from the English veaseL Our 
commander was too generous to revenge this inaolt by 
any act of severity. 

i)uring the course of a traffic which waa carrying on 
for Borae fish, little Taveto, Tupia's bov, was plued 
among others over the snip's side, to hand up what wan 

Rirchased. While he was thus employed, one of tho 
ew-Zealandera, watchinj^ his opportunity, suddenly 
seised him, and draped him into a canoe. Two of the 
natives then held him down in the fore part of it, and 
die others, with great activity, paddled her off with ail 
possible celerity. An action so violent rendered it in- 
dwpensably necessary thft the marines, who were in 
aims upon the deck, should be ordered to fire. Thoi^gb 
the shot was directed to that part of the canoe which 
was furthest from the boy, and somewhat wide of her, 
it being thouffht favourable rather to miss the rowers 
than to run the hazard of hurting Tayeto, it happened 
dat one inan dropped. This occasioned the Indiana 
to quit their hold of^the youth, who instantly leaped into 
the water, and swam towards the ship. In the mean- 
while, the largest of the canoes puUed round and fol- 
lowed him ; and till some muskets and a great gttn 
were fired at her, did not desist from the pursuit The 
ship bein^ brought to, a boat was lowered, and the 
poor boy was taken up unhurt. Some of the gentlemen, 
who, with their glasses traced the canoes to shore, 
igreedin asserting that they aaw three men cairied np 
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the beach, who appeared to be either dead, or wholly 
disabled by their wounds. 

While, on the 18th, the Endeavour lay abreast of a 
peninsula within Portland Island, called Terakako, two 
of the natives who were Judged Co be chiefs, placed 
an extraordinary decree of confidence in Mr. Cook. 
They were so wellV>oased with the kindness which had 
been shown them in a visit to the ship, that they deter- 
mined not to go on shore till the next morning. This* 
was a circumstance by no means agreeable to the liea- 
tenant, and he remonstrated against it ; but as the^ peiw 
■isted in their resolution, he agreed to comply, with it, 
provided their servants also were taken on board, and 
their canoe hoisted into the ship. The countenance of 
one of these two chiefs was the most open and ingenu- 
ous that our commander had ever seen, so that he soon 
Sve up every suspicion of his entertaining any sinister 
sign. Wlien the guests were put on shore the next 
morning, they expressed some surprise at seeing them- 
selves so far from their habitations. 

On Monday, the 23d, while the ship was in Tegadoo 
Bay, Lieutenant Cook went on shore to examine the 
watering-place, and found every thing a^freeable to hie 
wishes. The boat landed in the cove without the least 
surf; the water was excellej^ and conveniently situ- 
ated ; there was plenty of w4^ close to the high-water 
mark, and the disposition of the people was as favour- 
able in all respecte as could be desired. Early the next 
rooming, our commander sent Lieutenant Gore to su- 
perintend the cutting of wood and filling of water, 
with a sufficient number of men for both purposes, 
and all the marines as a guard. Soon after, he went 
on shore himself, anfcontinued there during the whole 
day. Mr. Banks and Dr. Solander, who had landed 
on the same day, found in their walks several things 
w>rthy of notice. As they were advancing in some 
of the valleys, the hills on each side of which were 
very steep, they were suddenly struck with the sight of 
an extraordinary natural curiosity. It was a rock per- 
forated through its whole substance, so as to form a 
rude but stupendous arch or cavern, opening directly 
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t» the eesu This aperture was serenty-five feet long^ 
twentj-aeven broad, and five-and-forty feet hiffh, com- 
manding a view of the bay and the hills on the other 
side, which were seen through it, and opening at once 
apon the view, produced an effect far superior to any 
«f the contrivances of art 

When, on the 28th, the gentlemen of the Endeavoor 
went on shore, upon an island which lies to the left 
hand of the entrance of Tolaga Bay, they saw there the 
largest canoe they had yet met with ; her length being 
sixty-eight feet and a half, her breadth five feet, and her 
height, three feet six inches. In the same island was a 
larger house than any they had hitherto seen ; but it was 
in a)i unfinished state, and full of chips. 

While the ship was in Hicks's Bay, the inhabitantfl 
af the adjoining coast were found to be very hostile. 
Thn gave much uneasiness to our navigatofs, and was, 
indeed, contrary to their expectation; for they had 
hoped that the report of their power and clemency 
had spread to a greater extent. At day-break, on tfae 
1st or November, they counted no less than five-and- 
forty canoes that were coming from the shore towards 
the Endeavour; and these were followed by several 
more, from another place. Some of the Indians traded 
fiurlv ; but others of them took what was handed down 
to them without making any return, and added de- 
liiioB to fraud. The insolence of one of them was 
very remarkable. Some linen hanging over the ship^s 
side to dry, this man, without any ceremony, untied 
k, and put it up in his bundle. Being immediately 
called to, and required to return it, instead of doing so, 
he let his canoe drop astern, and laughed at the Eng- 
lish. A musket, which was fired over his head, did 
Dot put a stop to his mirth. From a second musket, 
whieh was loaded with small shot, he shrunk a Uttle, 
vbenthe shot struck him upon his back; but he re- 
garded it no more than one of our men would have 
done the stroke, of a rattan, and continued with great 
composure to pack up the linen which he had stolen. ^ 
AH the canoes now dropped a-stem, and set up their 
song of defiance, which lasted till they were at about 
Ibar hundred yards distance from the ship As they did 
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not appear to haTe a deaign of attacking oar ^yagemi 
lieutenant Cook waa unwilling to do them an; hurt; 
and yet he thought that their going off in a bravado 
might have a bad effect, when it should be reported on 
aboie. To convince them, therefore, that they w«ra 
atill in his power, though far beyond the reach of any 
miaule weapon with which they were acquainted, he 
oidered a four-ponnder to be fired in aucb a mann«r as 
to paaa near them. Aa the shot happened to strike tM 
water, and to rise several times at a great distance be- 
yond the canoes, the Indians were so much ^™f^ 
that, without once looking behind them, they paddled 
away as fast aa they were able. 

In standing westward from a small Island called Mow- 
Cohora, the Endeavour suddenly shoaled her water from 
seventeen to ten fathom. As the lieutenant knew thaA 
ahe was not far off from some small islands and rocka, 
which had been seen before it was dark, and which he 
had intended to have passed that e?ening, he thought 
it more prudent to tacl^ and to spend the night under 
Mowtohora, where he waa certain that there waa no 
danger. It was happy for himself, and for all our voy- 
agers, that he formed this resolution. In the morning 
they discovered, Urhead of them, several rocks, some 
of which were level with the surface of the water, and 
Bome below it, and the striking against which could not, 
in the hour of darkness, have been avoided. In passing 
between th^ie rocka and the main, the ship had only from 
ten to seven fathom water. 

While Mr. Cook was near an island which he caUed 
UiB Mayor, the inhabitants of the neighbouring coast 
displayed many instances of hostility, and, in their 
ttaaw with our navigators, committed various acta of 
fraud and robbery. As the lieutenant intended to eon 
tinue m the place five or six days, in order to make an 
SSl!I!;jl?V^ ?® *"»"*^ <>^ Mercury, it was abeolutely 
^«!Sf!t^* 1 prevention of future mischief, to con- 

SS?fired J'^/'S-'?.- A«^««^W »«ne small shot 
I^S«?I!.ii * ?*®f ^^ uncommon insolence, and a 
hS? Unon"";?- **»?«^«^ through the bottoS of hia 
boat Upon this it waa paddled to about a hunditid 
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vwda distance ; and to the surprise of Mr. Cook and 
bis friends, the Indians in the other canoes took not 
the least notice of their wounded companion, though 
he bled very much, but returned to the ship, and con* 
tinned to trade with the most perfect indifference and 
unconcern. For a considerable time they dealt fairly. 
At last, however. One of them thought fit to move off 
with two different pieces of cloth which had been givenr 
for the same weapon. When he had gotten to such a 
distance that he thought himself secure of his prizes, a* 
musket was fired afler him, which fortunately struck 
the boat just at the water's edge, and made two holes 
in her side. This excited such an alarm, that not only 
the people who were shot at, but all the rest of the ca- 
noes, made off with 'the utmost expedition. As the last 
proof of superiority, our commander ordered a round' 
shot to be fired over them, and not a boat stopped till 
they got to land. 

After an early breakfast on the 9th of November, 
Lieutenant Cook went on shore, with Mr. Green, and 

S roper instruments, to observe the transit of Mercury. 
[r. Banks and Dr. Solander were of the party. The 
weather had for some time been very thick, with much 
rain ; bat this day proved so favourable, that not a clond 
intervened during the whole transit. The observation 
of the ingress was made by Mr. Green alone, Mr. Cook 
bein^ employed in taking the sun's altitude, to ascertain 
the dme. 

While the gentlemen were thus engaged on shore, 
they were alarmed by the firing of a great gun fi^m 
the ship, and, on their return, received the following 
account of the transaction from Mr. Gore, the second 
lieutenant, who had been left commanding officer on 
board. During the carrying on of a trade With some 
■mail canoes, two very large ones came up, full of men. 
In one of the canoes were forty-seven persons, all of 
whom were armed with pikes, stones, and darts, and 
assumed the appearance of a hostile intention. How- 
ever, after a little time, they began to traffic, some of 
them offering their arms, and one of them a square 
piece of cloth, which makes a part of their dress, called- 
«N^oio. Mr. Grore having agreed for it, sent dowa) 
ToL. L E 3* 
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the pnce, which was a piece of British cloth, and ex« 
pected his purchase. But as soon as the Indian bad 
gotten Mr. Gore's cloth in his possession, he refused 
to part with his own, and put off his canoe. Upon 
being threatened for hfc fraud, he and his companions 
begin to sing their war song, in defiance, and shook 
their paddles. Though their insolence did not pro- 
ceed to ^ attack, and only defied Mr. Gore to take 
any remedy in his power, he was so provoked, that he 
levelled a musket loaded with bait at the offender, 
while he was holding the cloth in his hand, and shot 
him dead. When the Indian fell, ail the canoes put 
off to some distance, but continued to keep togethei 
in such a manner, that it was apprehended they might 
atill meditate an attack. To secure, therefore, a safe 
passage for the boat of the Endeavour, which was 
wanted on shore, a round shot was iired with so much 
effect over their heads, as made them all flee with the 
utmost precipitation. It was matter of regret to Lieu- 
tenant Cook that Mr. Gore had not, in the case of the 
|)ffending Indian, tried the experiment of a few small 
shot, which had been successful in former instances of 
robbery. 

On Friday, the 10th, our commander, accompanied 
by Mr. Banks and the other gentlemen, went with two 
boats to examine a large river that empties itself into 
the head of Mercury Bay. As the situation they were 
now in abounded with conveniences, the lieutenant has 
taken care to point them out, for the bene6t of future 
navigatore. If any occasion should ever render it ne- 
cessary for a ship either to wiuter here, or to stay for 
a considerable length of tiihe, tents might be built on 
a high point or peninsula in this place, upon ground 
sufficiently spacious for the purpose ; and they might 
easily be made impregnable to the whole force of the 
country. Indeed, the most skilful engineer in Europe 
«ould not choose a situation better adapted to enable 
a small number to defend themselves against a greater. 
Among other accommodations w'.iich the Endeavour'j 
eonipany met with in Mercury Bay, they derived an 
agreeable refreshment from some oyster beds, which 
they had fortunately discovered. The oysters, which 
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were as good as ever came from-Colchester, and aboat 
the same size, were so plentiful, that not the boat only, 
but the ship itself, might have been loaded in ona 
tide. 

On Wednesday the Idth, Lieutenant Cook sailed 
out of Mercury Bay. This name had been given to it 
on account of the observation which had there been 
made of the transit of that planet over the sun. The 
river where oysters had been so plentifully found, he 
called Oyster River. There is another river, at the 
bead of the bay, which is the best and safest place for 
a ship that wants to stay any length of time. From the 
number of mangroves about it, the lieutenant named it 
Mangrove River. In several parts of Mercury Bay 
our voyagers saw thrown upon the shore, great quan- 
tities of iron sand, which is brought down by every 
little rivulet of fresh water that finds its way from the 
country. This is a demonstration that there is ore of 
that metal not far inland ; and yet none of the inhabit- 
ants of New Zealand, who had yet been seen, knew 
the use of iron, or set upon it the least degree o^ value. ^ 
They had &11 of them preferred the most worthless and 
useless trifle not only to a nail, but to any tool of that 
metal. Before the Endeavour left the bay, the ship's 
name and that of the commander were cut upon one 
of the trees near the watering place, together with the 
date of the year and month when our navigators were 
there. Besides this, Mr. Cook after displaying, the 
English colours, took formal possession of the place in 
the name of his Britannic Majesty, King George the 
Third. 

In the range from Mercury Bay, several canoes, on 
the 18th, put off from different places, and advanced 
towards the Endeavour. When two of them, in 
which there might be about sixty men. came within 
tlie reach of the human voice, the Indians sung their 
war song ; but seeing that little notice was taken of 
them, they threw a few stones at the English, and then 
rowed off towards the shore. In a short time, how- 
ever, they returned, as if with a fixed resolution to pro- 
voke our voyagers to a battle, animating themselves by 
Aeir song, as they had done before. Tupia, without 
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any directions from the gentiemen of the Endeavour 
began to expostulate with the natives, and told them 
that T>ur people had weapons which coald destroy them 
in a moment. Their answer to this expostulation was, 
in their own language, ** come on shore, and we will 
kill you all." « Well," replied Tupia, " but why should 
you molest us while we are at sea ? As we do not wish 
to fight, we shall not accept your challenge to come on 
shore ; and here there is no pretence for a quarrel, the 
sea being no more your property than the ship." This 
eloquence, which greatly surprised Lieutenant Cook and 
his friends, as they had not suggested to Tupia any of 
the arguments he made use o£, produced no effect upon 
the minds of the Indians, who soon renewed their at- 
tack. The oratory of a musket, which was fired through 
one of their boats, quelled their courage, and sent them 
instantly away. • 

While our commander was in the Bay of Tslands, he 

had a favourable opportunity of examining the interior 

part of the country and its produce. At day break, 

% therefore, on the 20th of the month, he get out in the 

Einnace and long-boat, accompanied by Mr. Banks, 
>r. Solander, and Tupia, and found the inlet, at which 
they entered, end in a river, about nine miles above 
the ship. Up this river, to which was given the name 
of the Thames, they proceeded till near noon, when 
they were fourteen miles within itd entrance. As the 
gentlemen then found the face of the country to con- 
tinue nearly the same, without any alteration in the 
course of the stream, and had no hope of tracing it to 
its source, they landed on the west side, to take a view 
of the lofly trees which every where adorned its 
banks. The trees were of a kind which they had seen 
before, both in Poverty Bay, and Hawke's Bay, 
though only at a distance. They had not walked a 
hundred yards into the woods, when they met with one 
of the trees, which, at the height of six feet above the 
ground, was nineteen feet eight inches in the girt. 
Lieutenant Cook, having a quadrant with him, mea- 
sured ite height from th/B root to the first branch, and 
found it to be eighty-nine feet It was as straight as an 
ui «• , and tapered but very little in proportion to its 



heif^ht; so that, in the lieutenant^s judgment, there, 
must have been three hundred and fifty-six feet of eohd 
timber in it, exclusive of the branches. As the party 
advanced, they saw many other trees, which were still 
larger. A young one they cut down, the wood of 
which was heavy and solid, not fit for masts, but such 
as would make the finest plank in the world. The car- 
penter of Che ship, who was with the party, said that 
the timber resembled that of the pitch-pine, which is 
lightened by tapping. ]f it should appear that some 
such method would be successful in lightening these 
trees, they would then furnish masts superior to those 
of any couniry in Europe. As the wood was swampy, 
the gentlemen could not range far; but they found 
many stout trees of other kinds, with which they were 
totally unacquainted, and specimens of which they 
brought away. 

Ou the 22d another instance occurred in which, the 
commanding officer left on board did not know how 
to exercise nis power with the good sense and mode- 
ntion o€ Mr. Cook. While some of the natives were^ 
in the ship below with Mr. Banks, a young man, who 
was npon the deck, stole a half- minute glass, and 
was detected Just as he was carrying it off. Mf. 
Hicks, in his indignation against the offender, was 
pleased to order that he should be punished, by giving 
inm twelve lashes with a cat-o'nine tails. When the 
other Indians who were on board saw him seized for 
the purpose, they attempted to rescue him, and being 
lensted, they called for their arms, which were handed 
from the canoes. At the same time, the people of onq 
of the canoes attempted to come up the side of the 
Endeavour. The tumult having called up Mr. Banlts 
iod Tupia, the natives ran to the latter, and solicited 
his interposition. All, however, which he could do, as 
Mr. Hicks continued inexorable, was to assure them 
that nothing was intended against the life of their 
Mmpanion, and that it was necessary that he should 
loffer some punishment for his offence. With this 
explanation they appeared to bj satisfied ; and when 
the punishment had been inflicted, an old man among 
the spectators, who was supposed to be the criminal's 
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father, save him a severe beating, and sent him dovn 
iSlo hU^Inoe. Notwithstanding this, the Indians were 
rrfrom being reconciled to the treatment which their 
Countryman Ld received Their cheerful confidence 
was gone; and though they proimsed. at their depar 
ture, to return with some fish, the English saw them no 

"*0^" the 29th of November, Lieutenant Cook, Mr. 
Banks, Dr. Solander, and others with them, were m a 
situation somewhat critical and f^^mVng- ^?^'"| 
landed upon an island in the neighbourhood of Cape 
Bret, they were in a few minutes surrounded by two 
or three hundred people. Though the Indians were 
all armed, they came on in so confused and straggling 
a manner, that it did not appear that any injury was 
intended by them; and the English gentlemen were 
determined that hostilities should not begin on tneir 
part. At first the natives continued quiet; but their 
weapons were held ready to strike, and they seemed 
to be rather irresolute than peaceable. While tne 
lieutenant and his friends remained in a state of sus- 
pense, another pa^y of Indians came up; and the bold 
ness of the whole body being increased by the aug- 
mentation of their number, they began the dance and 
song, which are the preludes to a battle. An attempt 
that was made by a number of them to seize the two 
boats which had brought our voyagers to land, appeared ^ 
to be the signal for a general attack. It now became 
necessary for Mr. Cook to exert himself with vigour. 
Accordingly, he discharged his musket, which was 
loaded with sm^l shot, at one of the forwardest of the 
assailants, and Mr. Banks, and two of our men, fired 
immediately afterwards. Though this made the na- 
tives fall back in some confusion, nevertheless, one of 
the chiefs, who was at the distance of about twenty 
yards, had the courage to rally them, and, calling 
loudly to his companions, led them on to the charge. 
Dr. Solander instantly discharged his piece at this 
5™E***"' who, upon feehng the shot, stopped short, 
and then ran away with the rest of his countrymen. 
Still, however, they did not disperse, but got upon 
rjing ground, and seemed only to want some leader 
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of resolution to renew their assault. As titer were 
now gotten beyond the reach of small shot, the English 
fired with ball, none of which taking place, the Indians 
continued together in a body. While our people were 
in this doubtful situation, which lasted about a quarter 
of an hour, the sl^ip, from which a much greater num- 
ber of natives were seen than could be discovered on 
shore, brought her broadside to bear, and entirely dis- 
persed them, by firing a few shot over their heads. In 
this skirmish only two of them were hart with the 
small shot, and not a single life was lost ; a case which 
would not have happened if Lieutenant Cook had not 
restrained his men, who, either from fear or the love 
of mischief, showed as much impatience to destroy the 
Indians as a sportsman to kill his game. Such was the 
difference between the disposition of the common sea- 
men and marines, and that of their humane and jud^ 
cious commander. 

On the same day Mr. Cook displayed a very exem- 
plary act of discipline. Some of the ship's people, 
who« when the natives were to be punished for a fraud, 
assumed the inexorable justice of a Lycurgus, thought 
fit to break into one of their plantations, and to dig up 
a quantity of potatoes. For this the lieutenant ordered 
each of them to receive twelve lashes, after which two 
of them were discharged. But the third, in a singular 
■train of morality, insisted upon it, that it was no crime 
in an Englishman to plunder an Indian plantation. The 
method taken by our commander to refute his casuistry, 
was to send him back to his confinement, and not to 
permit him to be released till he had been punished with 
six lashes more. 

The Endeavour, on the 5th of December, was in the 
most imminent hazard of being wrecked. At four 
o'clock in the morning of that day, our voyagers 
weighed, with a light breeze ; but it being variable, 
with frequent calms, they made little way. From that 
time till the afternoon, they kept turning out of the bay, 
aud' about ten at night were suddenly becalmed, so 
that the ship could neither wear nor exactly keep her 
station. The tide cr current setting strong, she drove 
*owaitl land so fast, that before any measures could be 
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taken for her security, she was within a cable's length 
of the breakers. Though our people had thirteen fa- 
thom water, the ground was so foul that they did not 
dare to drop their anchor. In ^his crisis, the pinnace 
being immediately hoisted out to take the ship in tow, 
and the men, sensible of their danger, exerting them- 
selves to the utmost, a faint breeze sprang up off the 
land, and our navigators perceived, with unspeakilble 
joy, that the vessel made headway. So near was she 
to the shore, that Tupia, who was ignorant of the hair's 
breadth escape the company had eiperienced, was at 
this very time conversing with the Indians upon the 
beach, whose voices were distinctly heard, notwith- 
standing the roar of the breakers. Mr. Cook and his 
friends now thought that all danger was over ; but about 
an hour afterwai^s, just as the man in the chains had 
cried ** seventeen fathom," the ship struck. The shock 
threw them into the utmost consternation; and al 
most instantly the man in the chains cried out ** fi"? 
fathom.*' By this time, the rock on which the ship 
had struck being' to the windward, she went off without 
having received the least damage ; and the water very 
soon deepening to twenty fathom, she again sailed in 
security. 

The inhabitants in the Bay of Islands were found te 
be far more numerous than in any other part of New 
Zealand which Lieutenant Cook had hitherto visited. 
It did not appear that they were united under one head ; 
and, though their towns were fortified, they seemed to 
live together in perfect amity / 

The Endeavour, on the 9th of December, lying be- 
calmed in Doubtless Bay, an opportunity was taken to 
inquire of the natives concerning their country ; and 
our navigators learned from them, by the help of Tu- 
pia, that at the distance of three days' rowing in their 
canoes, at a place called Moore-Whennua, the land 
would take a short turn to the southward, and thence 
extend no more to the west. This place the English 
gentlemen concluded to be the land discovered by Tas- 
man, and which had been named by him Cape Maria 
Van Diemon. The lieutenant, finding the inhabitants 
so intelligent, inquired further, if they knew of any 
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country besides their own. To this they answered, that 
they had never visited any oth^ ; but that their ance»> 
tors had told them, that there was a country of greiU 
extent, to the north-west by north, \>r north north-west, 
called Ulimaroa, to which some people had sailed in a 
very large canoe ; and that only a part of them had re- 
turned, who reported, that, after a passage of a month, 
they had seen a country where the people eat hogs. 

On the 30th December our navigators saw the land, 
which they judged to be Cape Maria van Dieman, and 
which corresponded with the account that had been 
given of it by the Indians The neit day, from the ap- 
pearance of Mount Camel, they had a demonstration 
that, where they now were, the breadth of New Zea- 
land could not oe more than two or three miles from sea 
to sea. During this part of the navigation, two par- 
ticulars occurred which are very remarkable. In lati- 
tude dSP S. and in the midst of summer. Lieutenant 
Cook met with a gale of wind, which, from its strength 
and continuance, was such as he had scarcely ever Ix^n 
in before; and he was three weeks in getting ten 
leagues to the westward, knd five weeks in getting fifty 
leagues ; for at this time, being the Ist of January, 
1770, it was so long since he had passed Cape Bret. 
While the gale lasted, our voyagers were happily at a 
considerable distance from the land ; since, otherwise, 
it was highly probable that they would never have re- 
turned to relate their adventures. 

The shore at Queen Charlotte's Sound, where the 
English had arrived on the 14th of January, seemed to 
form several bays, into one of which the lieutenant pro- 
posed to carry the ship, which was now become very 
foul, in order to careen her, to repair some defects, and 
to obtain a recruit of wood and water. At day-break 
the next morning, he stood in for an inlet, and at eight 
gbt within the entrance. At nine o'clock, there being 
little wind, and what there was being variable, the En- 
deavour was earned by the tide or current within two 
cables* length of the north-west shore, where she had 
fifty-four fathom water. By the help of the boats she 
was gotten clear ; and about two, our people anchored / 
in a very safe and convenient cove. Soon after, Mr 
4 
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Cook, with most of the gentlemen, landed upon the 
coast, where they found a fine stream of excellent wa- 
ter, and wood in the greatest plenty. Indeed the land, 
in this part of the country, was one forest of vast ex- 
tent. As the gentlemen had brought the seine witu 
them, it was hauled once or twice ; and with such suc- 
cess, that different sorts offish were caught, amounting 
nearly to three hundred weight. The equal distribution 
of these among the ship's company, furnished them with 
a very agreeable refreshment. 

When Lieutenant Cook, Mr. Banks, Dr. Solander, 
Tupia, and some others, landed on tne 16th, they met 
witn an Indian family, among whom thev found horrid 
and indisputable proofs of the custom of eating human 
flesh. Not to resume so disagreeable a subject, it may 
here be observed, once for all, that evidences of the 
tame custom appeared on various occasions. 

On the next day a delightful object engaged the at 
tention of our voyagers. The ship lying at the dis 
tance of somewhat less than a quarter of a mile from 
the shore, th^y were awakened by the singing of an 
incredible number of birds, who seemed to strain their 
throats in emulation of each other. This wild melody 
was infinitely superior to any they had ever heard of 
the same kind, and seemed to be like small bells, most 
exquisitely tuned. It is probable, that the distance, 
and the water between, might be of no small advantage 
to the jsound Upon inquiry, the gentlemen were in- 
formed that the birds here always began to sing about 
two hours after midnight; and that continuing their 
music till sunrise, they were silent the rest of the day. 
In .this last respect, they resemble the nightingales of 
our own country. 

• On the 18th, Lieutenant Cook went out in the pin- 
nace, to take a view of the bay in which the ship was 
now at anchor ; and found it to be of great extent, con- 
sisting of numberless small harbours and coves, in 
every direction. The lieutenant confined his excursion 
to the western side, and the coast where he landed be- 
ing an impenetrdble forest, nothing could be seen wor- 
thy of notice. As our commander and his friends 
Krere returning, they saw a single man in a canoe, fish- 
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ing ; rowing up to him, to their great surprise, he took 
not the least notice of them; and even when they 
were alongside of him, continued to foUow his occu- 
pation, without adverting to them any more than if 
they had been invisible. This behaviour was not, 
however, the result either of suUenness or stupidity ; 
for upon being requested to draw up his net, that it 
might be examined, he readily complied. He showed, 
likewise, to our people, his mode of fishing, which was 
simple and ingenious. 

When, on the 19th, the armourer's forge was set up, 
and all hands on board were busy in careening, and in 
other necessary operations about the vessel, some In- 
dians, who had brought plenty of fish, exchanged them 
for nails, of which they had now begun to perceive the 
use and value. This may be considered as one in- 
stance in which they were enlightened and benefited 
by their intercourse with our navigators. 

While, on the 22d, Mr. Banks and Dr. Solander em- 
ployed themselves in botanizing near the beach, our 
commander, taking a seaman with him, ascended one 
of the hills of the country. Upon reaching its sunmiit, 
he found the view of the inlet, the head of which he 
had a little before in vain attempted to discover in the 
pinnace, intercepted by hills still higher than that on 
which he stood, and which were rendered inaccessible 
by impenetrable woods. He was, however, amply re- 
warded for his labour ; for he saw the sea on the east- 
em side of the country, and a passage leading from it 
to that on the west, a little to the eastward of the en- 
trance of the inlet where the ship lay. The main land, 
which was on the south-east side of this inlet, appear- 
ed to be a narrow ridge of very high hills, and to form 
part of the south-west side of the strait. On the op- 
posite side, the land trended away east as far as the 
eye could reach ; and to the south-east there was dis- 
cerned an opening to the sea, which washed the eastern 
coast. The lieutenant saw, also, on the east side of 
the inlet, some islands which he had before taken to 
be part of the main land. In returning to the ship, he 
examined the harbours and coves, that lie behind the 
jalands which he had seen from the hills. The next 
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day was employed by him in further surveys and di»> 
coveries. 

During a visit to the Indians, on the 24tb, Tupia, be* 
ing of the party, they were observed to be continually 
talking of guns and shooting people. For this subject 
of their conversation, the English ^ntlemen could not 
at all account. But, after perplexing themselves with 
various conjectures, they at length learned, that on 
the 2l8t, one of our officers, under the pretence of go- 
ing out to fish, had rowed up to a hippah, or village, 
on the coast When be had done so, two or three ca* 
noes coming off towards his boat, his fears suggested 
that an attack was intented, in consequence of «vhich 
three muskets were fired, one with small shot, and two 
with ball, at the Indians, who retired with the utmost 
precipitation. It is highly probable, that they had 
come out with friendly intentions, for such intentions 
were expressed by their behaviour, both before and af* 
terwards. This action of the officer exhibited a fresh 
instance how little some of the people under Lieute* 
nant Cook had imbibed of the wise, discreet, and humane 
/ spirit of their commander. 

On the morning of the 26th the lieutenant went 
again out in -the boat, with Mr. Banks and Dr. Solan- 
der, and entered one of thfe bays which lie on the east 
side of the inlet, in order to obtain another sight of the 
strait which passed between the eastern and western 
seas. Having landed for this purpose at a convenient 
place, they climbed a hill of very considerable height, 
from which they had a full view of the strait, with the 
land on the opposite shore, which they judged to be 
about four leagues distant. As it was hazy in the ho- 
rizon, they could not see far to the south-east ; but Mr. 
Cook saw enough to determine him to search the pas- 
sage with tiie snip, as soon as he should put to sea. 
The gentlemen found on the top of the hill a parcel of 
loose stones, with which they erected a pyramid, and 
left in it some musket balls, small shot, beads, and such 
other things which they happened to have about them, 
as were likely to stand the test of time. These, not 
being of Indian workmanship, would convince any 
European, who should come to the place and poll it 
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down, that natiyefi of Earope had been there- before. 
After this, the lieutenant and his friends went to a 
town of which the Indians had iDfbrmed them, and 
which, like one they had already seen, was built upon 
a small island or rock, so difficult of access, that they 
gratified their curiosity at the risk of their lives. Here, 
as had been the case in former yisits to the inhabitants 
of that part of the country near which the ship now 
lay, they were received with open %rma, carried through 
the whole of the place, and shown all that it contained. 
The town consisted of between eighty and a hundred 
houses, and had only one fighting stage. Mr. Cook, 
Mr. Banks, and Dr. Solander, happened to have with 
them a few nails and ribands, and some pajper, with 
which the people were so highly gratified, that when 
the gentlemen went away, they filled the English boat 
with dried fish, of which it appeared that they had laid 
up large quantities. 

A report was spread, ths^ one of the men that had 
been so rashly fired upon by the officer who had visited 
the htppah, under the pretence of fishing, was dead of 
his wounds. But, on the 29th, the lieutenant had the 
great consolation of discovering that this report was 
groundless. On the same day he went again on shore, 
upon the western point of th€ inlet, and, from a hill of 
considerable height, had a view of the coast to the 
north-west. The farthest land he c^ld see in that 
quarter was an island at the distance of about ten 
leagues, lying not far from the main. Between this 
island and the place where he stood, he discovered, 
close under the shore, several other islands, forming 
many bays, in which there appeared to be good an- 
chorage for shipping Afler ne had set off the differ- 
ent points for his survey, he erected another pile ot 
stones, in which he left a piece of silver coin, wit 
some musket-balls and beads, and a fragment of an ol 
pendant flying at the top. 

On the 30th January, the ceremony was performed 
(rf* giving name to the inlet where our voyagers now 
ay, and of erecting a memorial of the visit which they 
had made to this place. The carpenter having pre- 
pared two posts for the parpoae,our commander ordei^ 
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ed them to be inscribed with the ship^s name, and the 
dates of the year and the month. One of these he set 
up at the watering place, hoisting the anion-flag apon 
the top of it; and the other he carried over to the island 
that lies nearest the sea, and which is called by the na- 
tives Motuara. He went first, accompanied by Mr. 
Monkhouse and Tupia, to the neighbouring village, 
or hippah, where he met with an old man, who had 
maintained a friendly intercourse with the English. 
To this old man, and several Indians besides, the lieu* 
tenant, by meand of Tupia. explained his design, which, 
he informed them was to erect a mark upon the island, 
in order to show to any other ship which should hap- 
pen to come thither, that our navigators had been 
there before. To this the inhabitants readily con- 
sented, and promised that they never would pull it 
down> He then gave something to every one nresent, 
and to the old man a silver three-pence, and some 
spike-nails, with the king's broad arrow cut deep upon 
tnem. These were things which Mr. Cook thought 
were the most likely to be long preserved. After this, 
he conveyed the post to the highest part of the island ; 
and, having fixed' it firmly in the ground, hoisted upon 
it the union-flag, and honored the inlet with the name 
of Queen Charlotte's Sound. At the same time, he 
took formal possession of this and the adjacent coun- 
try, in' the name and for the use of his Majesty J&ing 
George the Third. The ceremony was concluded by 
the gentlemen's drinking a bottle of wine to her majes- 
ty's health ; and the bottle being given to the old man, 
who had attended them up the hill, he was highly de- 
lighted with his present. . • 

A philosopher, perhaps, might inquire oi^ what 
ground Lieutenant Cook could take formal possession 
of this part of New Zealand, in the name and for the 
use of the king of Great Britain, wiien the country 
was already inhabited, and of course belonged to those 
by whom it was occupied, and whose ancestors might 
have resided in it for many preceding ages. To this 
the best answer seems to be, that the lieutenant, in the 
ceremony performed by him, had no reference to the 
original innabitanta, or any intention to deprive thera 
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of their natnral rights, bdt only to preclade the daims 
of future European navigators, who, under the auspices 
and for the benefit of their respective states or king- 
doms, might form pretensions to which they were not 
entitled by prior discovery. 

On the 3l8t, our voyagem having completed their 
wooding, and filled their water casks, Mr. Cook sent 
out two parties, one to cut and make brooms, and an- 
other to catch fish. In the evening there was a strong 
gale from the north-west, with such a heavy rain, that 
' the little wild musicians on shore suspended their 
song, which till -now had been constantly heard dur- 
ing the night, with a pleasure that it was impossible UK 
lose without regret. The gale, on the Ist of February, 
increased to a storm, with heavy gusts from the high 
land, one of which broke the hawser, that had been 
fastened to the shore, and induced the necessity of let* 
ting go another anchor. Though, towards midnight, 
the gale became more moderate, the rain continued 
with so much violence, that the brook which supplied 
the ship with water, overflowed its banks ; in conse* 
quence of which ten small casks, that had been filled 
the day before, were carried away, and, notwithstand- 
ing the most diligent search for them, could not be re- 
covered. 

The Endeavour, on Monday the 5th, got under sail ; 
but the wind soon failing, our commander was obliged 
again to come to anchor, a little above Motuara. As 
he was desirous of making still farther inquiries whe- 
ther any memory of Tasman had been preserved in 
New Zealand, he directed Tupia to ask of the old man 
before mentioned, who had come on board to take his 
leave of the English gentlemen, whether he had ever 
heard that such a vessel as theirs had before visited the 
country. To this he replied in the negative ; but said, 
that nis ancestors had told him, that there once had 
arrived a small vessel from a distant land, called Uli- 
maroa, in which were four men, who upon their reach- 
ing the shore were all killed. On being asked where 
this country lay, he pointed to the northward. Of Uli- 
maroa, Lieutenant Cook had heard something before, 
from the people abbut the Bay of Islands, woo said, 
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that it had been Tisited by their ancestora. Topia had 
also some confused traditionary notions concerning it ; 
bat no certain conclusion could be drawn either from 
his account or that of the old Indian. 

Soon after the ship parae to anchor the second time, 
Mr. Banks and Dr. Solander, who had gone on shore 
to see if any gleanings of natural knowledge remained, 
fell in, by accident, with the most agreeable Indiail fa- 
mily they had yet seen, and which afforded them a 
better opportunity of remarking the personal suboroi- 
nation among the natives than haa before offered. 
The whole behaviour of this family was affable, oblig- 
ing, and unsuspicious. It was matter of sincere regret 
to the two gentlemen, that they had not sooner met 
with these people, as a better acquaintance with the 
manners ana disposition of the inhabitants of the coun- 
try might hence have been obtained in a day, than had 
been acquired during the whole stay of the English 
apon the coast 

When, on the 6th of February, Lieutenant Cook had 
gotten out of the sound, he stood over to the eastward, 
in order to get the strait well open before the tide of 
ebb approached. At seven in the evening, two small 
islands, which lie off Cape Koamaroo, at the south-east 
head of Queen Charlotte's Sound, bore east, at the dis- 
tance of about four miles. It was nearly calm, and 
the tide of ebb setting out, the Endeavour, in a ve.y 
short time, was carried by the rapidity of the stream 
close upon one of the islands, which was a rock rising 
almost perpendicularly out of the sea. The danger in- 
creased every moment, and there was but one expe- 
dient to prevent the ship's being dashed to pieces, the 
success of which a few moments would determine. 
She was now within little more than a cable's length 
of the rock, and had above seventy-five fathom water. 
But, upon dropping an anchor, and veering above one 
hundred and fifty fathom of cable, she was happily 
brought up. This, however, would not have saved our 
navigators, if the tide, which set south by east, had 
not, upon meeting with the island, changed its direc- 
tion to south-east, and carried them beyond the first 
point In thif lituatioA they were not above two cables' 
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length from the rocks ; and here they remained in the 
strength of the tide, which set to the south-east, after 
the rate of at least five miles an hour, from a little after 
seven till midnight, when the tide abated, and the vessel 
began to heave. By three in the morning, a light breeze 
at north-west haviqg sprung up, our voyagers sailed for 
the eastern shore ; though they made but liftle way, in 
consequence of the tide beine agaipst them The wind 
however, having afterwards freshened, and come to rh6 
north and north-east, with this, and the tide of eut), 
they were in a short time hurried through- the narrowest 
part of the strait, and then stood away for the southern- 
most land they had in prospect. There appeared, over 
this land, a mountain of stupendous height, which was 
covered with snow. The narrowest part of the strait,' 
through which the Endeavour had been driven with 
soch rapidity, lies between Cape Tierawitte, on the 
coast of Caheinomauwe, and Cape Koamaroo ; the dis- 
tance between which our commander judged to be four 
or five leagues. Notwithstanding the difficulties arising 
from this tide, now its strength is known, the strait may 
b» passed without danger. 

Some of the officers started a notion, that Eaheino- 
mauwe was not an island, and that the land might 
stretch away to the south-east, from between Cape 
Turaagain and Cape Paliiser, there being a space of 
between twelve and fifteen leagues which had not yet 
been seen. Though Lieutenant Cook, from what he 
had observed the first time he discovered the strait, and 
from many other concurrent circumstances, had the 
strongest conviction that they were mistaken,^e, ne- 
vertheless, resolved to leave no possibility of doubt with 
respect to an object f>f so much importance. For this 
purpose he gave such a direction to the navigation of the 
ship, as would most effectually tend to determine the 
matter. After a course of two days he called the officers 
upon deck, and asked them whether they were not now 
satisfied that Eaheinomauwe was an island. To this 
question they readily answered in the affirmative ; and 
ail doubts being removed, the lieutenant proceeded <o 
farther researches. 
JDKiruiff Mr. Cook's long and minute examination of 
Yoi^l F 



8S CAPTAIN COOK'b 

the coast of New Zealand, he gave names to the bayi, 
capes, promontories, islands and rivers, and other places 
which were seen or visited by him ; exceptingr in those 
cases where their origrinal appellations were learned 
from the natives. The names he fixed upon were either 
derived from certain characteristic or adventitious cir- 
cumstances, or were conferred in honour of his friends 
and acquaintance, chiefly those of the naval line. Such 
of the readers of the present work as desire to be par^ 
ticalarly informed concerning them, will naturally have 
recourse to the indications of them in the several maps 
on which they are described. 

The ascertaining of New Zealand to be an island did 
not conclude Lieutenant Cook's examination of the 
nature, situation, and extent of the country. After 
this, he completed his circumnavigation, by ranging 
from Cape Turnagain southward along the eastern 
coast of Poenamraoo, round Cape South, and back to 
the western entrance of the strait he had passed, and ' 
which was very properly named Cook's Strait. This 
range which commenced on the 9th of February, I 
shall not minutely and regularly pursue ; but content 
ro>self, as in the former course, with mentioning such 
circumstances as are more directly adapted to my im- 
mediate design. 

In the afternoon of the 14th, when Mr. Banks was 
out in the boat a shooting, our voyagers saw, with their 
glasses, four double canoes put off from the shore to- 
wards him, having on board fifty-seven men. The 
lieutenant being alarmed for the safety of his friend, 
immediately ordered signals to be made far his return; 
but he was prevented from seeing them by the situation 
of the sun with regard to the ship. However, it was 
soon with pleasure observed that his boat was in mo- 
tion ; and he was taken on board before the Indians,' 
who perhaps had not discerned him, came up. Their 
attention seemed to be wholly fixed upon the ship. 
They came within about a stone's cast of her, and then 
stopped, gazing at the English with a look of vacant 
astonishment. Tupia in vain exerted his eloquence to 
prevail upon them to make a nearer approach. After 
surveying our navigators some time, they left them, and 
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made towarda the shore. The gentlemen could not 
help remarking, on this occasion, the different dispoii* 
tiona and behaviour of the difTerent inhabitants or the 
country, at the first sight of the Endeavour. The peo- 
ple now seen kept aloof with a mixture of timidity and 
wonder; others had immediately commenced hostilities; 
the man who was found fishing alone in his canoe ap- 
peared to regard our voyagers as totally unworthy of 
notice ; and some had come on board almost without 
invitation, and with an air of perfect confidence and 
good will. From the conduct of the last visiters. Lieu- 
tenant Cook gave the land from which they had put off, 
and which had the appearance of an island, the name 
of Lookers-on. 

When an island, which lies about five leagues from 
the coast of Tovy-Poenammoo, and which was named 
Banks* Island, was first discovered in the direction of 
south by west, some persons on board were of opinion 
that they saw land bearing south-south-east, and south- 
east by ecst. Our commander, who was himself upon 
the deck at the time, told them, that in his judgment it 
was no more than a cloud, Which, as the sun rose^ 
would dissipate and vanish. Being, however, deter- 
mined to leave no subject for disputation which eiperi- 
ment could remove, he ordered tne ship to steer in the . 
direction which the supposed country was said to bear. 
Having gone in this direction eight-and-twenty miles, 
without discovering any signs of land, the Endeavour 
resumed her intended course to the southward, it being 
the particular view of the lieutenant to ascertain whether 
Poenammoo was an island or a continent. 

In passing Pome rocks on the 9th of March, in the 
night, it appeared in the morning that the ship had been 
in the most imminent danger. Her escape was indeed 
critical in the highest degree. To these rocks, there- 
fore, which, from their situation, are so well adapted to 
catch unwary strangers, Mr. Cook gave the name of the 
Traps. On the same day he reached a point of land 
which he called the South Cape, and which he sup- 
posed, as proved in fact to be the case, the southern ex- 
tremity of the country. 

In sailing, on Wednesday the 14th, the Endeavou. 
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paned a small narrow opening in the land, where there 
aeemed to be a very safe and convenient harbour, 
formed by an island, which lay eastward in the middle 
of the opening. On the land, behind the opening, are 
mountains, the summits of which were covered with 
anow, that appeared to have recently fallen. Indeed 
oar voyagers, for two days past, had found the weather 
extremely cold. On each side the entrance of the 
opening, the land rises almost perpendicularly from 
the sea to a stupendous height. For this reason Lieu- 
tenant Cook did not choose to carry the ship into the 
harbour. He was sensible that no wind could blow 
there but right in or right out ; and he did not think it 
by any means advisable lo put into a place whence he 
could not have gotten out, but with a wind which, 
experience had taught him, did not blow more than 
one day In a month. Sagacious as this determination 
of our commander was, it did not give universal satis- 
faction. He acted in it contrary to tne opinion of some 
persons on board, who expressed in strong terms, 
their desire of coming to harbour ; not sufficiently con- 
sidering that present convenience ought not to be pur- 
chased at the expense of incurring great future dis- 
advantages. 

By the 27th of March, Mr. Cook had circumnavigated 
the whole country of Tovy-Poenammoo, and arrived 
within sight .of the island formerly mentioned, which 
lies at the distance of nine leagues from the entrance 
of Queen Charlotte's Sound. Having at this time 
thirty tons of empty water-casks on board, it was ne- 
cessary to fill them before he finally proceeded on his 
voyage. For this purpose he hauled round the island, 
and entered a bay, situated between that and Queen 
Charlotte's Sound, and to which the name was given 
of Admiralty Bay. 

The business of wooding and watering having been 
completed on the 30th, and the ship being ready for the 
sea, the point now to be determined was, what route 
should be pursued in letuming home, that would be of 
most advantage to the public service. Upon this sub- 
ject the lieutenant thought proper to take the opinion 
of his offioeiB. He had hiooseLf a strong desire to re 
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tarn by Cape Horn, because that would haye enabled 
him to determine whether there is or is not a sonthem 
continent. But against this scheme it was a sufficient 
objection, that our navigators must have kept in a high 
southern latitude, in the very depth of winter, and in 
a vessel which was not thought to be in a condition fit 
for the undertaking. The same reason was urged, 
with still firreater force, against their proceeding di- 
rectly for the Cape of Good Hope, because no disco- 
very of moment could be expected in that route. It 
was, therefore, resolved that they should return by the 
East Indies, and that with this view, they should steer 
westward, till they should fall in with the east coast of 
New Holland, and then follow the direction of that 
coast to the northward, till they should arrive at its' 
northern extremity. If that should be found impracti- 
cable, it was farther resolved, that they should endea- 
vour to fall in with the land, or islands, said to have 
been discovered by Quiros. 

In the six months which Lieutenant Cook had spent 
in the examination of New Zealand, he made very large 
additions to the knowledge of geography and naviga- 
tion. That country was first discovered in the year 
16^ by Abel Jansen Tasman, a Dutch navigator. 
He traversed the eastern coast from latitude 34^ 4S 
and entered the strait now called Cook's Strait ; but 
being attacked by the natives soon after he came to an 
anchor, in the place which he named Murderer's Bay, 
he never wept on shore. Nevertheless, he asstuned a 
kind of claim to the country by calling it Staaten Land, 
or the Land of the States, in honour of the States-Ge- 
neral. It is now usually distinguished in maps and 
charts by the name of New Zedand. The whole of 
die country, excepting that part of the coast which was 
seen by Tasman from on board his ship, continued from 
his time to the voyage of the Endeavour, altogether 
unknown. By many persons it has been supposed to 
constitute a part of a southern continent ; but it was 
now ascertained by Mr. Cook to consist of two large 
islands, divided from each other by a strait or passage, 
which is about four or five leaffues broad. These 
lalanidB are ailoated between the latitudes of 25P and 
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48^ south, and between the longitudes of 18P and 
194° west; a matter which Mr. Green determined 
with uncommon exactnessj from innumerable observa- 
tions of the sun and moon, anyone of the transits of 
Mercury. The northernmost of these islands is called 
by the natives Eaheinomauwe, and the southernmost 
Tovy, or Tavai Poenammoo. It is not, however, cer- 
tain, whether the whole southern island, or only part of 
it, is conoprehendcd under the latter name. 

Tovy-Poenammoo is principally a mountainous, and 
to all appearance a barren country. The only inha- 
bitants, and signs of inhabitants, that were discovered 
upon all the islands, were the people whom our voy- 
agers saw in Queen Charlotte's Sound, some that camo 
off to them under the snowy mountains, and several 
fires which were discerned to the west of Cape Saun- 
ders* Eaheinomauwe has a much better appearance. 
Though it is not only hilly but mountainous, even the 
hills and mountains are covered with wood, and every 
valley has a rivulet of water. The soil in these val- 
leys, and in the plains, many of which are not over* 
grown with wood, is in general light, but fertile. It was 
die opinion of Mr. Banks and Dr. Solander, as well as 
of the other gentlemen on board, that alf kinds of Eu- 
ropean grain, plants, and fruit, would flourish here in . 
the utmost iMXuriance. There is reason to conclude, 
from the vegetables which our navigators found in 
Eaheinomauwe, that the winters are milder than those 
in England ; and the summer was experienced not to 
be hotter, though it was more equally warm. If this 
Gonntry, therefore, should be settled by people from 
Europe, they might, with a little industry, very soon be 
supplied, in great abundance, not merely with the ne- 
cessaries, but even with the luxuries of life. 

In Eaheinomauwe there are no quadrupeds but dogs 
and rata; at least, no other were seen by our voy- 
agers, and the rats are so scarce, that they wholly 
escaped the notice of many on board. Of birds the 
species are not numerous ; and of these no one kind, 
excepting perhaps the gannet, is exactly the same with 
those of Eurooe. Insects are not in greater plenty 
than birds. Tne sea makes abundant recompense for 
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this scarcity of animals upon the land. Every creek 
swarms with fish, which are not only wholesome, but 
equally delicious with those in our part of the world. 
The Endeavour seldom anchored in any station, or 
with a light gale passed any place, that did not afford 
enough, with a hook and line, to serve the whole ship'i 
company. If the seine was made use of, it seldom fail- 
ed of producing a still more ample supply. The high- 
est luxury of this kind, with which the English were 
gratified, waS the lobster, or sea cray-fish. Among the 
vegetable productions of the country, the trees claim a 
principal place ; there being forests of vast extent, full 
of the straightest, the cleanest, and the largest timber 
Mr. Cook and his friends had ever seen. Mr. Banks 
and Dr. Solander were gratified by the novelty, if not 
by the variety of the plants. Out of about four hun- 
dred species, there were not many which had hitherto 
been described by botanists. There is one plant that 
serves the natives instead of hemp and fiaz, and which 
excels all that are applied to the same purposes in other 
countries. 

If the settling of New Zealand should ever be deem- 
ed an object deserving the attention of Great Britain, 
our commander thought that the best place for esta- 
blishing a colony, would either be on the banks of the 
Thames, or in the territory adjoining to the Bay of Isl- 
ands. Each of these places possesses the advantage of 
an excellent harbour. By means of the river, settle- 
ments might be extended, and a communication esta* 
blished with the inland parts of the country. Vessels 
might likewise be built of the fine timber which is every, 
where to be met with, at very little trouble and expense^ 

But I am in danger of forgetting myself, and of run~ 
ning into a detail which may be thought rather to ex-^ 
ceed th^ intentions of the present narrative. It is dif- 
ficult to restrain the pen, when such a variety of curious 
and entertaining matter lies before it ; and I must en- 
treat the indulgence of my readers while I mention two 
or three farther particulars- One circumstance p }cu- 
Tiarly worthy of notice, is the perfect and uninterru jted 
Iiealth of the inhabitants of rsew Zealand. In a] the 
^itf mads to their towns, where old and youngs ten 
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and women, crowded about our Toyagers, they never 
observed a single person who appeared to have any bo- 
dily complaint ; nor among the numbers that were seen 
naked, was once perceived the slightest eruption upon 
the skin, or the least mark which indicated that such an 
eruption had formerly existed. Another proof of the 
health of these people, is the facility with which the 
wounds they at any time receive are healed. In the 
man who had been shot with a musket-ball through the 
fleshy part of his arm, the wound seemed to be 'so well 
digested, and in so fair a way of being perfectly healed, 
that if Mr. Cook had not known that no application had 
been made to it, he declared that he should certainly 
have inquired, with a very interested curiosity, after 
the vulnerary herbs and surgical art of the country. 
An additional evidence of humaa nature's being un- 
tainted with disease in New Zealand, is the great num- 
ber of old men with whom it abouAds. Many of them, 
by the loss of their hair and teeth, appeared to be verv 
ancient, and yet none of them were decrepit. Although 
they were not equal to the young in muscular strength, 
they did not come in the least behind them with reffkrd 
to cheerfulness and vivacity. Water, as far as our 
.navigators could discover, is the universal and only 
liquor of the New Zealaoders. It is greatly to be 
wished that their happiness in this respect may never 
be destroyed by such a connexion with the European 
nations, as shall introduce that fondness for spirituous 
liquors which hath been so fatal to the Indians of Nortl) 
AmeiTca. 

From the observations which Lieutenant Cook and 
his friends made on the people of New Zealand, and 
from the similitude which was discerned between them 
and the inhabitants of the South Sea Islands, a strong 
proof arose that both of them had one common origin ; 
and this proof was rendered indubitable by the confor- 
mity of tneir language. When Tupia addressed him- 
sself to the natives of Eaheinomauwe and Poenammoo, 
he was perfectly understood. Indeed, it did not ap- 
ipear that the language of Otaheite differed more from 
that of New Zedand, than the language of the tw6 
islands into which it is divided, did from each other. . 
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Hitherto thenavigatioB of lieutenant.Cook had been 
on&Toarable to the notion of a southern continent; hav 
ing swept away at least three-fourths of the positions 
upon which that notion had been founded. The track 
of the Endeavour had demonstrated that the land seen 
by Tasman, Juan Fernandes, Hermite, the command' 
er of a Dutch squadron, Quiros, and Roggewein, was 
not, as they had supposed, part of such a continent. It 
had also totally destroyed the theoretical arguments in 
favour of a southern continent, which had been drawn 
from' the necessity- of it to preserve an equilibrium be- 
tween the two hemispheres. As, however, Mr. Cook's 
discoveries, so far as he had already proceeded, ex- 
tended only to the northward of forty degrees, sonth 
latitude, he could not, therefore, give an opinion con- 
cerning what land might lie farther to the southward. 
This was a matter, therefore, which he earnestly wish- 
ed to be examined ; and to him was, at length, reserved 
the honor, as we shall hereafter see, of putting a final 
end to the question. \ 

On Saturday, the 31st of March, our commander 
•ailed from Cape Farewell, in New Zealand, and pur- 
saed his voyage to the westward. New Holland, or as 
it is now called. New South Wales, came in sight on 
the 19th of April ; and on the 28th of that month the 
ship anchored in Botany Bay. On the precedins day, 
in consequence of its falling calm when the vessel was 
not more than a mile and a half from the shore, and 
within some breakers, our navigators had been in a very 
disagreeable situation,; but happily a light breeze had 
sprung from the land, and carried them out of danger. 

In the afternoon the boats were manned, and Lieu- 
tenant Cook and his friends, having Tupia of their 
party, set out from the Endeavour. They intended to 
land where they had seen some Indians, and began^to 
hope that, as these Indians had paid no regard to the 
ship when she came into the bay, they would be as in- 
attentive to the advances of the English towards the 
shore. In this, however, the gentlemen were disap 
pointed, for as soon as they approached the rocks, 
two of the men came down upon them to dispute their 
landing, and sthe teat ran away. These champions, who 
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were armed with lances about ten feet long, called tc 
our navigators in a very load tone, and in a harsh dis- 
sonant language, of which even Tupia did not under- 
stand a single word. At the same time, they brandish- 
ed their weapons, and seemed resolved to defend their 
coast to the utmost, though they were but two to forty. 
The lieutenant, wno could not but admire their cou- 
rage, and who was unwilling that hostilities should Qom 
mence with such inequality of force on their side, or- 
dered his boat to lie upon her oars. He and the other 
gentlemen then parlied with them by signs { and, to 
obtain their good will, he threw them nails, beads, and 
several trifles besides, with which they appeared to be 
well pleased. Afler this our commander endeavoured 
to make them understand that he wanted water, and 
attempted to convince them, by all the methods in his 
power, that he had no injurious design against them. 
jSeing willing to interpret the waving of their hands ag 
an invitation to proceed, the boat put in to the shore ; 
but no sooner was this perceived, than it was opposed 
by the two Indians, one of whom seemed to be a youth 
about nineteen or twenty years old, and the other a 
man of middle age. The only resource now left for 
Mr. Cook, was to fire a musket between them, which 
being done, the youngest of them brought a bundle of 
lancet on the rock, but, recollecting himself in an. in- 
stant, he snatched them up again in great haste. A 
stone was th^n thrown at the English, upon which the 
lieutenant ordered a musket to be fired with small shot. 
This struck the eldest upon the legs, and he imme- 
diately ran to one of the houses, which was at about a 
hundred yards distance. Mr. Cook, who now hoped 
Uiat the contest was over, instantly landed with his 
party ; but they had scarcely quitted the boat when the 
Indwn returned, having only left the rock to fetch a 
shield or target for his defence. As soon as he came 
up, he and his comrade threw each of them a lance in 
the midst of our people, but happily without hurting a 
single person. At the firing of a third musket, one of 
the two men darted another lance, and then both of 
them ran away. Afler this the gentlemen repaired to 
the huts, and threw into the house where the children 
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^ere, some beads, ribands, pieces of cloth, and other 
presents. These they hoped would procure them the 
good will of the inhabitants. When, however, the lieu- 
tenant and his companions returned the next day, the^ 
had the mortification of finding that the beads and ri- 
bands which they had left the night before, had not 
been removed from their places, and that not an ^dian 
was to be seen. 

Several of the' natives of the country came in sight 
on the 30th, but they could not be engaged to begin an 
intercourse with our people. They approached within 
a certain distance of them, and, after shoutine several 
times, went back into the woods. Having done this 
once more, Mr. Cook followed them himself, alone arid 
anarmed, a considerable way along the shore, but with- 
out prevailing upon them to stop. 

On the 1st of May, he resolved to make an excursion 
into the country. Accordingly, our commander, Mr. 
Banks, Dr. Solander, and seven others, all of them 
properly accoutred for the expeditioni set out, and re- 
paired first to the huts near the watering place, whither 
some oi the Indians continued every day to resort 
Thoagh the little presents which had been left there 
before had not yet been taken away, our gentlemen 
added others of still greater value, consisting of doth, 
beads, combs, and looking glasses. After this they 
went np into the country, the face of which is finely 
diversined by wood and lawn. The soil they found to 
be either swamp or light sand.* ^ 

In cultivating the ground, there would be no obstrac- 
tion from the trees, which are tall, straight, and with- 
out nnderwood, and stand at a sufficient distance from 
each other. Between the trees, the land is abundant- 
ly covered with grass. Our voyagers saw many houses 
of die inhabitants, but met with only one of thepeople, 
who ran away as soon as he discovered the Enghsh. 
At every place where they went they left presents, 
hoping that at length they might procure the confi- 

* In a part of the country that walIi afterwards examined, 
the soil was found to be much richer ; being a deep black 
moold, which the lieutenant thought very fit for Uie pro- 
dnctioB of grain of any kind. 
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denee and good will of the Indians. They perceived 
some traces of animals ; and the trees over their heads 
abounded with birds of yarious kinds, among which 
were many of exquisite beauty. Loriquets and cocka- 
toos, in particular, were so numerous, that they flew in 
flocks of several scores together. 

While the lieutenant and his friends were upon this 
excursion, Mr. Gore, who had been sent out in the 
morning to dredge for oysters, having performed that 
service, dismissed his boat, and taking a midshipman 
with him, set out to join the waterers by land. In his 
way, he fell in with a body of two-and-twenty Indians, 
who followed him, and were often at no greater di»- 
tance than that of twenty yards. When he perceived 
them sOn near, he stopped and faced about, upon which 
they likewise stopped ; and when he went on again, 
they continued their pursuit. But though they were 
all armed with lances, they did not attack Mr. Gore ; 
so that he and the midshipman got in safety to the wa 
tering-place. When the natives came in sight of the 
main body of the Enjp[Ush, they halted at about the dis- 
tance of a quarter of a mile, and stood still. By this 
. Mr. Monkhouse and two or three of the waterers were 
encouraged to march up to them ; but seeing the In*; 
dians keep their ground, they were seized with a sud- 
den fear, which is not uncommon to the rash and fool- 
hardy, and made a hasty retreat. This step increased 
the danger which it was intended to avoid. Four of 
the Indians immediately ran forward and discharged 
their lances at the fugitives, with such force that they 
went beyond them. Our people recovering their spi- 
rits, stopped to collect the lances, upon \ivhich the na- 
tives, ^in their turn, began to retire. At this time Mr. 
Cook came up, with Mr. Banks, Dr. Solander, and 
Tupia; and being desirous of convincing the Indians 
that they were neither afraid of them, nor designed to 
do them any injury, they advanced towai>ds them, en-, 
deavouring by sigira of expostulation and entreaty, to, 
engage Uiem to an intercourse, but without effect. 

From the boldness which the natives discovered on 
the first landing of our voyagers, and the terror that 
ifierwards seized them at the ^ght of the Englisbt it 
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tppean that they were sufficiently intimidated by our - 
fire aims. There was not, indeed, the least reason to 
believe that any. of them had been much hurt by the 
small shot which had been fired at them when they at* 
tacked our people on their coming out of the boat* 
Nevertheless, they had probably seen, from their lurk' 
ing places, the effects which the muskets had upon 
birds. Tupia, who was become a good marksman, fre- 
quently strayed abroad to shoot parrots ; and while he 
was thus employed, he once met with nine Indians, 
who, as soon- as they perceived that he saw them, ran 
from him in great alarm and confusion. 

While, on the 3d of May, Mr. Banks was gathering 
plants near the watering-place, Lieutenant Cook went 
with Dr. Solander and Mr. Monkhouse to the head of 
the bay, for the purpose of examining that part of the 
country, and of making farther attempts to form some 
connexions with the natives. In this excursion they 
. acquired additional knowledge concerning the nature 
of the soil, and its capacities for cultivation, but had no 
success in their endeavours to engage the inhabitants in 
coming to a friendly intercourse. Several parties that 
were sent into the country on the next day, with the 
same view, were equally unsuccessful. In the after- 
noon our commander himself, with a number of attend- 
ants, made an excursion to the north shore, which he 
found to be withoiH. wood, and to resemble, in some de- 
gree, our moors in England. The surface of the ground 
was, however, covered with a thin brush of plants, 
rising to i^ut the height of the knee. Near the coast 
the nills are low, but there are others behind them, 
which gradually ascend to a considerable distance, and 
are intersected with marshes and morasses. Among the 
articles of fish which at different times were caught, 
were large stingrays. One of them, when nis entrails 
were taken out, weighed three hundred and thirty-six 
pounos. 

It was upon account of the great quantity of plants 
which Mr. Banks and Dr. Solander collected in this 
place, that Lieutenant Cook was induced to give it the 
name of Botany Bay. It is situated in the latitude of 
84<> south, and in the longitude of 208? 37' west ; and 
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affords t capat;iom, safe, and convenient shelter for 
shipping. The Endeavour anchored near the south 
shore, about a mile within the entrance, for the conve- 
nience of sailing with a southerly wind, and because 
the lieutenaot thoueht it the best situation for watering. 
But afterwards he found a very fine stream on the north 
shore, where was a sandy cove, in which a ship might 
lie almost land-locked, and procure wood and wa^r in 
the greatest abundance. Though wood is every where 
plentiful, our commander saw only two species of it 
tljat could be considered as timber. Not onlv the in- 
halHtants who were first discovered, but all who aflep> 
wards came in sight, were entirely naked. Of their 
mode of life, our voyagers could know but little, as not 
Che least connexion could be formed with them ; but it 
did not appear that they were numerous, or that they 
lived in societies. They .seemed, like other animals, 
to be scattered about along the coast, and in the woods. 
Not a single article was touched by them of all that 
were left at their ^uts, or at the places which they fre- 
quented ; so little sense had they of those small con- 
veniences and ornaments, which are senerally very 
alluring to the uncivilized tribes of the globe. During 
Mr. Cook*8 stajT at this place, he caused the EngHsn 
colours to be displayed every day on shore, and took 
care that the ship's name, and the date of the year, 
should be inscribeMd upon one of the trees near the wa- 
tering-place. 

At day-break, on Sunday the 6th of May, our navi- 
gators sailed from Botany Bay ; and as they proceeded 
on their voyage, the lieutenant gave the names that are 
indicated upon the map to the bays, capes, points, 
and remarkable hills which successively appeared in 
sight. Oi\the 14th, as the Endeavour advanced to the 
northward, being tlien in latitude 30° 22' south, and 
longitude 206° ^ west, the land gradually increased 
in height, so that it may be called a hilly country. Be- 
tweoM this latitude and Botany Bay, it exhibits a pleas- 
ing variety of ridges, hills, valleys, and plains, all 
clothed with wood, of the same appearance with that 
which has been mentioned before. The land near the 
■here is in general low and sandy, excepting the points^ 
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which are rocky, and over many of which are high 
hills, that, at their first rising out of the water, haire 
the semblance of islands. On the next day, the vessel 
being about a league from the shore, our voyagers dis- 
ctf^ered smoke in many places,, and having recoursQ 
to their glasses, they saw about twenty of the natives, 
who had each of them a large bundle upon his back. 
The bundles our people conjectured to be palm leaves 
for covering the houses of the Indians, and continued 
to observe them above an hour, during which they 
walked upon the beach, and up a path that led over 
a hill of gentle ascent. It was remarkable, that not one 
of thenrwas seen to stop and look towards the En- 
deavour. They marched along without the least ap- 
parent emotion either of curiosity or surprise, though it 
was impossible that they should not have discerned 
the ship, by some casual glance, as they went along\ 
the shore, and though she must have been the most 
stupendous and unaccountable object they had ever be- 
held. 

While, on the 17th, our navigators were in a bav, to 
which Lieutenant Cook had given the name of More- 
ton's Bay, and at a place where the land was not at 
thfet time visible, some on board, having observed that 
the sea looked paler than usual, were of opinion that 
the bottom of the bay opened into a river. The lieu- 
tenant was sensible that there was no real ground tor 
this supposition. As the Endeav\our had here thirty- 
four fathom water, and a fine sandy bottom, these cir- 
cumstances alone were sufficient to produce the change 
which had been noticed in the colour of the sea. Nor 
was it by any means necessary to suppose a riy^, in 
order to account for the land at the bottom of the bay 
not being visible. If the land there was as low as it - 
had been experienced to be in a hundred other parts 
of the coast, it would be impossible to see it from the 
station of the ship. Our commander would, however, 
have brought the matter to the test uf experiment, if the 
wind had been favourable to such a purpose. Should 
any future navigator be disposed to determine the ques- 
tion, whether there is or is not a liver in this place, Mr 
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Cook has taken care to leave the best dircctioiu for 
finding its situation. 

On the 22d, as our voyagers were pursuing their 
course from Harvey's Bay, they discovered with, their 
glasses that the land was covered with palm-nut trees, 
which they had not seen from the time of their leaving 
the islands within the tropic. They saw also two men 
walking. along the shore, who paid them as little atten- 
tion as they had met with on former occasions. At 
eight o'clock in the evening of this day, the ship came 
to an anchor in five fathom, with a fine sandy bottom. 
Early in the morning of the next day, the lieutenant, 
accompanied by Mr. Banks, Dr. Solander, the other 
gentlemen, Tupia, and a party of men, went on shore, 
in order to examine the country. The wind blew fresh, 
and the weather was so cpld, that, being at a con- 
siderable distance from land, they took their cloaks as * 
a necessary equipment for the voyage. When they 
landed, they found a channel leading into a large la* 
oon. Both the channel and the lagoon were exa- 
nined by our commander with his usual accuracy. 
There is in the place a small river of fresh water, and 
room 'for a few ships to lie in great security. Near the 
lagoon grows the true mangrove, such as exists in the 
West India islands, and the first of the kind that had 
been yet met with by our navigators. Among the 
shoals and sand banks of the coast, the^ saw many 
large birds, and some in particular of the same kind 
which they had seen in Botany Bay. These they judged 
to be pelicans, but they were so shy as never to come 
within reach of a musket On the shore was found a 
species of the bustard, one of which was shot that was 
equal in size to a turkey, weighing seventeen pounQs 
and a half All the gentlemen agreed that this was 
the best bird they had eaten since they left England ; 
and in honour of it they called the inlet Bustard Bay. 
Upon the mud banks, and under the mangroves, were 
innumerable oysters of various kinds, and among others 
the hammer oyster, with a large proportion of small 
pearl oysters. If in deeper, water there should be 
equal plenty of such oysters at their full growth, Mr. 
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Cook W89 of Opinion that a pearl fishery might be < 
blished here to very great advantuge. 

The people who were left on Ixiard the ship asf . . 
ed thatf while the gentlemen were in the woods, about 
twenty of the natives came down to the beach, abreast 
at the Endeavour, and, after having looked at her for 
some time, went away. Not a single Indian was seen 
by the gentlemen themselves, though they fonnd va- 
nous proofs, in smoke, fires, and the fragments of re> 
cent meals, that the country was inhabited. The place 
■eemed to be much trodden, and yet not a house, or 
the remains of a house, could be discerned. Hence, 
the lieutenant and his friends were disposed to believe 
that the people were destitute of dwellings, as well at 
of clothes ; and that, like the other commoners of na- 
ture, they spent their nights in the open air. Tupia him- 
self was struck with their apparently unhappy condi- 
tion, and shaking his head with an air of superiority 
and compassion, said that they were taata enos, " poor 
wretches." 

On the 2ath, our voyagers, at the distance of on« 
mile from the land, were abreast of a point, which Mr. 
Cook found to lie directly under the tropic of Capri> 
com ; and for this reason he called it Cape Capricorn. 
In the night of the next day, when the ship had anchor- 
ed at a place which was distant four leagues from Cape 
Capricorn, the tide rose and fell near seven feet ; and 
the flood set to the westward, and the ebb to the east- 
ward. This circumstance was just the reverse of what 
had been experienced when the Endeavour was at an- 
chor to the eastward of Bustard Bay. 

While our people were under sail, on the 26th, and 
were aurrounded with islands, which lay at different 
distances from the main land, they suddenly fell into 
three fathom of water. Upon this the lieutenant an- 
chored, and sent away the master to sound a channel, 
which lay between the northernmost island and the 
main. Though the channel appeared to have a cot»- 
•iderable breadth, our commander suspected it to be 
shallow, and such was in fiict the case. The master 
reported, at his return, that he had only two fathom and 
1 half in many places: and where the vessel lay at aa 
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«hor, slie had only sixteen feet, which wai not twofeai 
more than she drew. Mr. Banks, who, while the maa 
ter was sounding the channel, tried to fish from the ca- 
bin window with hook and line^ was successful in 
catching two sorts of crabs, both of them such as oui 
navigators had not seen before. One of them waf 
aidorned with a most beautiful blue, in every respect 
oqual to the ultramarine. With this blue all his clawa 
and joints were deeply tinged ; while the under part of 
him was white, and so exquisitely polished, that in co- 
lour and brightness it bore an exact resemblance to the 
white of old china. The other crab was also marked, 
though somewhat more sparingly, with the ultramarine 
on his joints and his toes, and on his back were three 
brown spots of a singular appearance. 

Early the next morning, Lieutenant Cook, having 
found the passage between the islands, sailed to the 
northward, and, on the evening of the succeeding day, 
anchored at about two miles distance from the mair. 
At this time a great number of islands, lying a long way 
without the ship, were in sight. On the 29ih the lieu- 
tenant sent away the master with two boats to sound 
the entrance of an inlet, which lay to the west, and into 
which he intended to go with the vessel, that he might 
wait a few days for the moon's increase, and have an 
opportunity of examining the country. As the tide was 
observed to ebb and flow considerably, when the En- 
deavour had anchored within the inlet, our commander 
judged it to be a river, that might run pre* y far up 
mto land. Thinking that this might afford a commo- 
dious situation for laying the ship ashore, and clean- 
ing her bottom, he landed with the master, in search 
of a proper place for the purpose. He was accom- 
panied in the excursion by Mr. Banks and Dr. Solan- 
der; and they found walking exceedingly troublesome, 
in consequence of the ground's being covered with a 
kind of grass, the seeds of which were very sharp and 
bearded. Whenever these seeds' stuck into their clothes, 
which happened at every step, they worked forward 
by means of the beard, till they got at the flesh. An- 
other disagreeable circumstance was, that the gemle- 
mea were iscenuitiy tormented with the itiDgi of a 
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doad , of moschettos. They soon met with BeTsral 
places where the ship might conveniently be laid 
ashore, Lnt were much disappointed in not being able 
to find any fresh water. In proceeding up the country 
they found gum trees, the gum upon which exi^ited only 
■ in very small quantities. Gum trees of a similar kind, 
«nd as little productive, had occurred in other parts 
of tl e coast of New South Wales. Upon the Lranches 
of the trees were ants' nests, mfide of clay, as big as 
a bushel. The ants themselves', by which the nests 
were inhabited, were small, and their bodies white. 
Upon another species of the gum tree, was found a 
small black ant, which perforated all the twigs, and, 
having workeJ out the pith, occupied the pipe in which 
it had been contained. Notwithstanding this, the 
parts in which these insects, to an amazing number, 
had formed a lodgment, bore leaves and flowers, and 
appeared to be entirely in a flourishing state. Butterflies 
were found in such multitudes, that the account of them 
seems almost to be incredible. The air was so crowd 
ed with them, for the space of three or four acres, tha 
millions might be seen in every direction ; and the 
branches and twigs of the trees were at the same time 
covered with others that were not upon the wing. A 
small fish of a singular kind was likewise met with in 
this place. Its size was about that of a minnow, and 
it had two very strong breast-fins. It was found in 
places which were quite dry, and where it might be 
supposed that it had been left by the tide ; and yet it 
did not appear to have become languid from that cir- 
cumstance : for when it was approached, it leaped away 
as nimbly as a frog. Indeed it did not seem to prefer 
water to land. 

Thongh the curiosity of Mr. Cook and his friends 
was gratified by the sight of these various objects, they, 
were disappointed in the attainment of their main pur- 
pose, the aiscovery of fresh water ; and a second ei« 
cursion which was made by them on the aflernoon of 
the same day, was equally unsuccessful. The failure 
of the lieutenant's hopes determined him to make but 
a short slay in the place. Having, however, observed 
frott an eminence, that the inlet penetiated a considef- 
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able way into the coantiy, he formed a resolation of 
tracing it in the morning. Accordingly, at sun-rice, on 
Wednesday the 30th of May, hj went on shore, and 
took a view of the coast and the islands that lie off it, 
with their bearings. For this purpose he had with him 
an azimuth compass ; but he found that the needle dif 
fered Tery considerably in its position, even to thirty 
degrees : the variation being in some places more, in 
others less. Once the needle varied from itself no lest 
than two points in the distance of fourteen feet. Mr. 
Cook having taken up some of the loose stones which 
la^ upon the ground, applied them to the needle, but 
. they produced no effect ; whence he concluded that in 
the hills there was iron ore, traces of which he had re- 
marked both here and in the neighbouring parts. After 
he bad made his observations upon the hill, he proceed* 
ed with Dr. Solander up the miet. He set out with 
the first of the flood, and had advanced above eight 
leagues, long before it was high water. The breadth 
of the inlet, thus far, was from two to five miles, upon 
t direction south-west by south ; but here it opened 
every way, and formed a large lake, which to the 
north-west communicated with the sea. Our command* 
er not onW saw the sea in this direction, but found 
the tide of flood coming strongly in from that point 
He observed, also, an arm of this lake extending to 
the eastward. Hence he thought it not improbable, 
that it might communicate with the sea in the bottom 
of the Iny, which lies to the westward of the Cape 
that on the chart is designated by the name of Cape 
TowDshend. On the south side of the lake is a ridse 
of hills which the lieutenant was desirous of climb- 
ing. As, however, it was high water, and the day' 
was far spent ; and as the weather, in particular, was 
dark and rainy, he was afraid of being bewildered 
among the shoals in the night, and therefore was obli^ 
ed to give up his inclination, and to make the best of 
his way in the ship. Two people only were seen by 
him, who followed the boat along the shore a good 
way at some distance ; but he conld not prudently wait 
for them, as the tide ran strongly in his favour. Se* 
veral firai in one direction and amoke in uiother« 
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tthibited farther proofs 4>f the country's beiog in a ce^ 
lain degree inhabited. 

While Mr. Cook, with Dr. Solander, was tracing the 
inlet, Mr. Banks and a party with him engaged in a ae- 
parate excursion, in which they had not proceeded far 
within land, before their course was obstructed by a 
■wamp, covered with mangroves. This, however, they 
determined to pass, and having done it with great dif- 
ficulty, they came up to a place where there had been 
four small ores, near to which lay some shells and bones 
of fish that had been roasted. Heaps of grass were 
also found lying together, on which four or nve people 
appeared to have slept. Mr. Gore, in another pladb, 
observed the track of a large animal. Some bustards 
Were likewise seen, but not any other bird, excepting 
a few beautiful loriquets, of the same kind with tnose 
which had been noticed in Botany Bay. The country 
in general, in this part of New South Wales, appeared 
■a^y and barren, and destitute of the accommodations 
which could fit it for being possessed by settl>3d inha- 
bitants. From the ill success that attended the search- 
ing for fresh water. Lieutenant Cook called the inlet in 
which the ship lay, Thirsty Sound. No refreshment of 
any other sort Mras here procured by our voyagers. 

Our commander, not naving a single inducement to 
stay longer in this place, weighed anchor in the morn- 
ing of the 31st, and put to sea. In the prosecution of 
the voyage, when the Endeavour was close under 
Cape Upstart, the variation of the needle, at sunnset, 
on the 4th of June, was 9^ east, and at sun-rise the next 
day it was no more than 5° 3d'. Hence the lieute- 
nant concluded, that it had been influenced by iron ore, 
or by some other magnetical matter contained undet 
Ibe surface of the earth. In the afternoon of the 7th, our 
■avigatofB saw upon one of the islands what had the 
appearance of cocoa-nut trees ; and as a few nuts 
would at this time have been very acceptable, Mr. 
Cook sent Lieutenant Hicks ashore, to see if he could 
procure any refreshment. He was accompanied by 
Mr. Banks and Dr. Solander ; and in the evening the 
gentlemen returned, with an account that what had' 
Seen taken for cocoa-nut trees were a small kind of 
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eabba^palm, and that, excepting about fourteen or fi^ 
teen plants, nothing could be obtained which wa$ worth 
bringing away. On the 8th, when the Endeavour was 
in the midst of a cluster of small islands, our voyagers 
discerned with their glasses, upon one of the nearest of 
these islands, about thirty of the^ natives, men, women, 
and children, all standing together, and looking with 
great attention at the ship. This was the first instance 
of curiosity that had been observed among the people 
of. the country. The present Indian spectators were 
entirely naked. Their hair was short, and their com- 

Elexion the same with that of such of the inhabitants as 
ad been seen before. 

In navigating the coast of New South Wales, where 
the sea in all parts conceals shoalc, which suddenly 
project from the shore, and rocks, that rise abrubtly 
like a pyramid from the bottom, our commander bad 
hitherto condiicted his vessel in safety, for an extent of 
two-and-twenty degrees of latitude, being more than 
one thousand three hundred miles. But, on the 10th 
of June, as he was pursuing his course from a bay to 
which he had given the name of Trinity Bay, the En- 
deavour fell into a situation, as critical and dangerous 
as any that is recorded in the history of navigation ; tf 
history which abounds with perilous adventures and 
almost miraculous escapes. Our voyagers were now 
near the latitude assigned to the islands that were dis- 
covered by Quiros, and which, without sufficient rea> 
son, some geographers have thought proper to join to 
this land. The ship had the advantage of a fine breeze, 
and a clear moonlight night ; and in standing off from 
six till near nine o'clock, she had deepened her water 
from fourteen to twenty-one fathom. But while our 
navigators were at supper, it suddenly shoaled, and 
ihey fell into twelve, ten, and eight fathom, within the 
compass of a few minutes. Mr. Cook immediately 
ordered every man to his station, and all was ready to 
put about and come to an anchor, when deep water 
being met with again at the next cast of the lead, it 
was concluded that the vessel had gone over the tail 
of the shoals which had been seen at sun-set, and that 
the danger was now over. This idea of security waa 
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confirmed by the water's continning to deepen to twen- 
tj and twenty-one fathom, so that the g^entlemen iefl the 
deck in great tranquillity, and went to bed. However, 
a little before eleven, the water shoaled at once from 
twenty to seventeen fathom, and before the lead coald 
be cast again, the ship struck, and remained immove- 
able, excepting so far as she was influenced by the 
heaving of the surge, that beat her against the crags 
of the rock upon which she lay. A few moments 
brought every person upon deck, with countenances 
suited to the horrors pf the situation. As our people 
knew, from the breeze which they had in the evening, 
that they could not be very near the shore, there was 
too much reason to conclude that they were upon a 
rock of coral, which, on account of the sharpness of its 
points, and the roughness of its surface, is more fatal 
than any other. On examining the depth of water 
round the ship, it was speedily discovered, that the mis- 
fortune of our voyagers was equal to their apprehen- 
sions. The vessel had been lifted over a ledge of the 
rock, and lay in a hollow within it, in some places of 
which hollow there were from three to four fathom, and 
in others not so many feet of water. To complete the 
scene of distress, it appeared, from the light of the 
moon, that the sheathing boards from the bottom of the 
ship were floating away all around her, and at last her 
false keel ; so that every moment was making way for 
the whole company*s being swallowed up by the rush- 
ing in of the sea. There was now no chance but to 
lighten her, and the opportunity had unhappily been lost 
of doing it to the best advantage ; for, as the Endeavoar 
had gone ashore just at high water, and by this time it 
had considerably fallen, she would, when lightened, be 
but in the same situation as at first The only allevia 
tion of this circumstance was, that as the tide ebbed, 
the vessel settled to the rocks, and was not beaten 
against them with so much violence. Our people had, 
indeed, some hope from the next tide, though it was 
doubtful whether the ship would hold together so long, 
especially as the rock kept grating part of her bottom 
•with sur.h force as to be heard in the fore store-room. 
J^o effort, however, was remitted from despair of sue- 
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eess. That no time mtght be lost, the water was imme' 
diately started in the hold, and pamped up ; six gunt, 
being all that were upon the deck, a quantity of iron 
and stone ballast, casks, hoop-staves, oil jars, decayed 
BtoreSf and a variety of things besides, were thrown 
overboard with the utmost expedition. Every one ex* 
erted himself, not only without murmuring and discon 
tent, but even with an alacrity which almost approach^ 
ed to cheerfulness. So sensible, at the same time, were 
the men of the awfolness of their situation, that not an 
oath was heard among them, the detestable habit of 
profane swearing being instantly subdued by the dread 
of incurring guilt when a speedy death was in view. * 
While Lieutenant Cook and all the people about him 
were thus employed, the opening of the morning of the^ 
11th of June presented them with a fuller prospect of 
their danger. The land was seen by them at about 
eight leagues distance, without any island in the inter- 
mediate space, upon which, if the ship had gone to 
pieces, they might have been set ashore by the boats* 
and carried thence by different turns to the main. 
Gradually, however, the wind died away, and, early 
in the forenoon, it becanke a dead calm ; a circum 
stance this, peculiarly happy in the order of Divine 
Providence ; for if it had blown hard, the vessel must 
inevitably have been destroyed. High water being ex* 
pected at eleven m the mornine, and every thing Ming 
made ready to heave her off if she should float, to the 
inexpressible surprise and concern of our navigators, 
so much did the day tide fall short of that of the nieht, 
that though they had lightened the ship nearly nfl^ 
ton, she did not float by a foot and a half. Hence it 
became necessary to lighten her still more, and every 
thing was thrown overboard that could possibly bie 
spared. Hitherto the Endeavour had not admitted 
mnch water; but as the tide fell, it rushed in so fast, 
that she could scarcely be kept free, though two pumps 
were incessantly worked. There were now no hopes 
but from the tide at midnight, to prepare for taking 
the advantage of which the most vigorous efforts were 
exerted. About five o*clock in the afternoon the tide 
beg^ to rise, but, at the same time, the leak increasei 
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to a mott ahrming degree. Two more pumpi, there- 
fore, were manned, one of which unhappily would not 
, work ; three pumps, however, were kept goinjer, and at 
nine o'clock the ship righted. Nevertheless, the leak 
bad gained so consiaerably upon her, that it was ina- 
gined tl^t she must go to the bottom as soon as she 
ceased to be supported by the rock. It was, indeed, a 
dreadful circumstance to our commander and his peo- 
pie, that they were obliged to anticipate ther floating 
of Uie vessel, not as an earnest of their deliverance, but 
aa an event which probably would precipitate their de* 
struction. They knew that their boats were not ciipabl€ 
of carrying the whole of them on shore, and that whe« 
rhe dreadful crisis should arrive, all command and sub* 
ordination being at an end, a contest for preference 
might be expected, which would increase even the ho^ 
rors of shipwreck, and turn their rage against each 
other. Some of them were sensible that if they should 
escape to the main land, they were likely to suffer more 
upon the whole, than those who would be left on 
board to perish in the waves. The latter would only 
be exposed to instant death ; whereas the former, when 
thev got on shore, would have no lasting or effectual 
defence against the natives, in a part of the country 
where even nets and fire-arms could scarcely furnish 
them with food. But supposing that they should find 
the means of subsistence, how horrible must be their 
state, to be condemned to languish out the remainder 
of their lives in a desolate wilderness, without the pos 
se^ion or hope of domestic comfort ; and to be cut 
off firons all commerce with mankind, excepting that 
of the naked savages, who prowl the desert, and who 
perhaps are some of the most rude and uncivilized in- 
babiunti of the earth ! 

The dreadful moment which was to determine the 
fate of our voyagers now drew on; and every one saw, 
m the countenances of his companions, the picture of 
hia own sensations. Not, however, giving way to de- 
spair, the lieutenant ordered the capstan and windlass 
to be manned with as many hands as could be spared 
from the pumps, and the ship having floated about 
*weDty minutes after ten o'clock, the grand effort i^ 
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made, and she was heaved into deep water. It was no 
siDcJl consolation to 6nd, that she did not now admit 
of more water than she had done when upon the rock 
By the gaining, indeed, of the leak upon the pumps, 
three feet and nine inches of water were in the hold ; 
notwithstanding which, the men did not relinquish 
their labour. Thus they held the water as it were at 
bay : but having endured excessive fu.igue of body, and 
agitatioit of mind, for more than twenty-four hours, 
and all this being attended with little hope of final sue- 
cess, they began at length to flag. None of them 
could work at the pump above five or six minutes to- 
gether, after wh'ch, being totally exhausted, they threw 
themselves down upon the deck, though a stream of 
water, between three and four inches deep, was runninn: 
over it from the pumps. When those who succeeded 
them had worked their time, and in their turn were 
exhausted, they threw themselves down in the same 
manner, and the others started up again, to renew 
their labour. While thus they were employed in re- 
lieving each other, an accident was very hearly put- 
ting an immediate end to all their efforts. The plank- 
ing which lines the ship's bottom is called the ceiling, 
between which and the outside planking t|;iere is a space 
of about eighteen inches- From this ceiling only, the 
nian who had hitherto attended the well haa taken the 
depth of the water, and had given the measure accord- 
ingly. But, upon his being relieved, the person who 
came in his room reckoned the depth to the outside 
planking, which had the appearance of the leak's hav- 
ing gained upon the pumps eighteen inches in a few 
Minutes. The mistake, however, was soon detected; 
and the accident, which in its commencement was verjt 
formidable to them, became, in fact, highly advanta- 
geous. Such was the joy which every man felt, at 
finding his situation better than his fears had suggested, 
that it operated with wonderful energy, and seemed to 
possess him with a strong persuasion that e^carcely any 
real danger remained. New confidence and new hope 
inspired fresh vigour; and the efforts of the men were 
exerted with so much alacrity and spirit, that before 
eifht oclock in the morning the pumps had gained 
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'corrtsiderably upon the leak. All the convereaiion now 
tarned upon carrying the ship intu some harbour, as a 
thing not to be doubted ; and as hands could be spared 
- from the pumps, they were employed in getting: up the 
anchors. It being found impossible to save the little 
bower anchor, it was cut away at a whole cable, and 
the cable of the stream anchor was lost among the 
rocks ; but, in the situation of our people, these were 
trifles that scarcely attracted their notice. The fore- 
topmast and fore-yard were next erected, and there 
being a breeze from the sea, the Endeavour, at eleven 
o*clock, got once more under sail, and stood for the 
land. 

Notwithstanding these favourable circumstances, our 
voyagers were still very far from being in a state of 
safety. It w^as not possible long to continue the labour 
by which the pumps had been made to gain upon 
the leak ; and as the exact place of it could not be dis- 
covered, there was no hope of stopping it within. At 
this crisis, J^r. Monkhouse, one of the midshipmen, 
came to Lieutenant Cook, and proposed an expedient 
he had once seen used on board a merchant ship, which 
had sprung a leak that addiitted more than four feet 
water in an hour, and which by this means had been 
safely .brought from Virginia to liOn^on. To Mr. 
Monkhouse, therefore the care of the expedient, which 
b called fotnering the ship, was, with proper assist- 
ance, committed, and his method of proceeding was 
as follows. He took a lower studding sail, and having 
mixed together a large quantity of oakum and wool, * 
he stitched it down as tightly as possible, in handsful 
upon the sail, and spread over it the dung of the sheep 
of the vessel and other filth. The sail being thus pre- 
pared, it was hauled under the ship's bottom by ropes, 
which kept it extended. When it came under the leak, 
the suction that carried in the water, carried in with it 
the oakum and wool from the surface of the sail. Jn 
other parts the water was net sufficiently agitated to 
wash off the oakum and the wool. The success of the 
expedient was answerable to the warmest expectations ; 
ibr herebj the leak was so far reduced, that, instead of 
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gaining upon three pumps, it was easily kept under 
with one. Here was such a new source of confidence 
and comfort, that our people could scarcely have ex- 
pressed more joy if they had been already in port. It 
had lately been the utmost object of their hope, to run 
the ship ashore in some harbour, either of an islafid or 
the main, and to build a vessel out of her materials, to 
carry them to the East Indies. Nothing, however, was 
now thought of but to range along the coast in search 
of a convenient place to repair the damage the Endea- 
vour had sustained, and then to prosecute the voyage 
upon the same plan as if no impediment had happened. 
In justice and gratitude to the ship's company, and the 
gentlemen on board, Mr. Cook has recorded, that al- 
though in the midst of their distress all of them seemed 
to have a just sense of their clanger, no man gave way to 
passionate exclamations, or frantic gestures. " Every 
one appeared to have the perfect possession of hia 
mind, and every one exerted himself to the utmost, 
with a quiet and patient perseverance, equally distant 
from the tumultuous violence of terror, and the gloomy 
inactivity of despair/* Though the lieutenant hath said 
nothing of himself, it is well Known that his own com- 
posure, fortitude, and activity, were equal to the great- 
ness of the occasion. 

To complete the history of this wonderful preserva- 
tion, it is necessary to bring forward a circumstance 
which could not b« discovered till the ship was laid 
down to be repaired. It was then found, tnat one of 
her holes which was large enough to have sunk our 
navigators, if they had had eight pumps instead of four^ 
and had been able to keep them incessantly going, viraa 
in a great measure filled up by a fragment of the rock 
upon which the Endeavour had struck. To this sineu- 
lar event, therefore, it was owing, that the water did 
not pour in with a violence which niust speedily have 
involved the Endeavour and all her company in inevita- 
ble destruction. 

Hitherto none of the names, by which our comman- 
der had distinguished the several parts of the country 
lean by him, were memorials of distress. But the anjc- 
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iety and danger, which be and his people had now ex* 
periencedt induced him to catl a point in sight, which 
[ay to the northward, Cape Tribulatioot 

The next object, after this event, waa to look out for 
a harbour, where the defects of the ship might be re- 
paired, and the vessel put into proper order for future 
navigation. On the 14th, a small harbour was happily 
discovered, which waa azcellently adapted to the pur> 
pose. It was, indeed, remarkable, that, during th« 
whole course of the voyage, our people had seen no 
place which, in their present circumstances, could have 
afforded them the same relief. They could not, how- 
ever, immediately get into it ; and in the midst of all 
their joy for their unexpected deliverance, they had .not 
forgotten that there was nothing but a lock of wool be* 
tween them and destruction. 

Ac this time the scurvy, with many formidable 
aymptoms, began to make its appearance among oar 
navigators. Tupia, in particular, was so grievously 
affected with the disease, that all the remedies pre- 
•chbed by the surgeon could not retard its progress. 
KTr. Green, the astronomer, waa also upon the decline 
These and other circumstances embittered the delay 
which prevented our commander and his companions 
from getting on shore. In the morning of the 17ih, 
though the wind was still fresh, the lieutenant ventur- 
ed to weiffh, and to put in for the harbour, the entrance 
into which was by a very narrow channel. In making 
the attempt, the ship was twice run aground. At the 
first time, she went off without any trouble, but the 
second time she stuck fast Nevertheless, by proper 
exertions, in conjunction with the rising of the tide, 
she floated about one o'clock in the afternoon, and 
waa aoon warped into the harbour. The succeeding 
day waa employed in erectin|^ two tenta, in landing 
the proviaiona and stores, and m making every prepa- 
ration for repairing the damages which the Endeavour 
had aoatained. In the meanwhile, Mr. Cook, who 
had aacended one of the highest hills that overlooked 
the harbour, waa by no means entertained with a com* 
fiutahle prospect ; the low land near the river being 
wholly overnui with mangroves, among which the laU 
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water flows at every tide, and the high land MMMMf* 
ing to be altogether stony and barren. Mr. J^nkn 
also took a walk up the country, and met with the 
frames of several oia Indian houses, and places where 
the natives, though not recently, had dressed shell fish. 
The boat, which had this day been despatched to haul 
the seine, with a view of procuring some fish for the 
refreshment of the sick, returned without success. Ta> 
pia was more fortunate. Having employed himself in 
angling, and lived entirely upon what he caught, he 
recovered in a surprising degree. Mr. Green, to the re- 
gret of his friends, exhibited no symptoms of returning 
health. 

On the 19th Mr. Banks crossed the river, to take a 
farther view of the country, which he found to consist 

Erincipally of sand hills. iSome Indian houses were seen 
y him, that appeared to have been very lately inhabit* 
ed, and in his walk he met with large flocks of pigeons 
and crows. The pigeons were exceedingly beautiful. 
Of these he shot several ; but the crows, which were 
exactly like those in England, were so shy that they 
never came within the reach of his gun. 

It was not till the 22d, that the tide so far left the 
Endeavour as to give our people an opportunity of ex- 
amining her leak. In the place where it was found, 
th^ rocks had made their way through four planks, and 
even into the timbers. Three more planks were greatly 
damaged, and there was something very extraoniinaiy 
• in the appearance of the breaches. Not a splinter was 
to be seen, but all was as smooth as if the whole had 
been cut away by an instrument. It was a peculiarly 
happy circumstance, that the timbers were here very 
close, since otherwise the ship could not possibly have 
been saved; Now also it was that the fragment of the 
rock was discovered, which, by sticking in the leak of 
the vessel, had been such a providential instrument of 
her preservation. 

On the same day, some of the people who had been 
tent to shoot pi^ons for the sick, and who had disco- 
vered many Indian houses, and a fine stream of fresh 
water, reported, at their return, that they had seen all 
■Bimal as large as a greyhound, of a slender make, of « 
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viome colotir, and extremely swift. As th« lientenant 
was walking, on the morning of the 24th, at a littte dis- 
tance from the ship, he had an opportunity of seeing aa 
animal of the same kind. From the description he gave 
of it, and from an imperfect view which occurred to 
Mr. Banks, the latter gentleman was of opinion that its 
species was hitherto unknown. 

The position of the vessel, whi^e she was refitting for 
sea, was very near depriving the world of that botani- 
cal knowledge which Mr. Banks had procured at the 
expense of 8f> much labour, and such various perils. 
For the greater security of the curious collection of 
plants which he had made during the whole voyage, he 
had removed them into the bread room. "The roonj is 
in the after part of the ship, the head of which, for the 
purpose of repairing* her, was laid much higher than 
the stern; No one having thought of the danger to 
which this circumstance might expose the plants, they 
were fbund to be under water. However, by the exer- 
cise of unremitting care and attention, the larger part 
of them were restored to a stale of preservation. 

On the 29th of June, at two o'clock in the morning, 
Mr. Cook, in conjunction with Mr. Green, observ^ 
an emersion of Jupiter's first satellite. The time here 
was 2h 18' 53", which gave the longitude of the place 
at 214° 42' 30" west : its latitude is 15° 26' south. The 
next morning the lieutenant sent some of the young 
gentlemen to take a plan of the harbour, whilst he him- 
self ascended a hill, that he might gain a full prospect 
of the sea : and it was a prospect which presented him 
with a lively view of the difficulties of his situation. 
To bis great concern he saw innumerable sand-banks 
and shoals, lying in every direction of the coast. 
Some of them extended as far as he could discern with 
his glass, and many of thnm did but just rise above wa- 
ter. To the northward there was an appearance of a 
passage, and this was the only direction in which our 
commander could hope to get clear, in the prosecution 
of his voyage ; for, as the wind blew constantly from 
the 60uth<east, to return by the southward would have 
been extremely diflScalt, if not absolutely impossible. 
On this and the preceding day, our people had been 
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very successful in hauling tl>e seine. The supply of 
fish was so ' great, that the heotenant was now able to 
distribute two pounds and a half to each man. A quan- 
tity of greens having likewise been gathered^ he order- 
ed them to be boiled with the peas. Hence an excellent 
mess was produced, which, in conjunction with the fish, 
afforded an unspeakable refreshment to the whole of 
the ship's company. 

Early in the morning of the 2d of July, Lieutenant 
Cook sent the m;^ster out of the harbour, in the pin- 
nace, to sound about the shoals, and to search for 
a channel to the northward. A second attempt, which 
was made this day, to heave off the ship, wae as unsuc- 
cessful as a former one had been. The neict day the 
roaster returned, and reported, that he had found a pas- 
sage out to sea, between the shoals. On one of these 
shoals, which consisted of coral rocks, many of which 
were dry at low water, he had landed, and found there 
cockles, of so enormous a size, that a single cockle was 
more than two men could eat. At the same place he 
met with a great variety of other shell fish, and brought 
back with him a plentiful supply for the use of his iel- 
low voyagers. At high water, this day, another effort 
was made to float the ship, which happily succeeded ; 
but it being found that she had sprung a plank be- 
tween decks, it became necessary to lay her ashore a 
second time. The lieutenant, being anxious to attain 
a perfect knowledge of the state of the vessel, got one 
of the carpenter's crew, a man in whom he could con- 
fide, to' dive, on the 5th, to her bottom, that he might 
examine the place where the sheathing had been rub- 
bed off. His leport, which was that three streaks of 
the sheathing, about eight feet long, were wanting, and 
that the main plank had been a little rubbed, was per* 
fectly agreeable to the account thatliad been given be- 
fore by the master and others, who had made the same 
examination ; and our commander had the consolation 
of finding, that in the opinion of the carpenter, this 
matter would be of little consequence. The other da- 
mage, therefore, being repair^, the ship was again 
float^ at high water, and all hands were employed in 
taking the storon on board, and in putting her into a 
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liondition fbr proceeding on her voyage. To the har- 
bour in which she waa refitted for the sea^ Mr. Cook 
gave the name of the Endeavour River. 

On the morning of the 6th, Mr. Banks, accompanied 
by Lieutenant Gore, and three men, set out in a small 
boat up the river, with a view of spending a few dayg 
in examining the country. In this expedition uothinff 
escaped his notice which related either to the natural 
history or the inhabitants of the places he visited. 
Though he met with undoubted proofs that several of 
the natives were at no great distance, none of them 
'came within sight. Having found, upon the whole, that 
the country did not promise much advantage from a 
fkrther search, he and his party re-embarked in their 
boatf and returned on the 8th to. the ship. During their 
excursion, they had slept upon the ground in peftect 
■ecnrity, and without once reflecting upon the danger 
they would have incurred, i^ in that situation, they had 
been discovered by the Indians. 

Lieutenant Cook had not been satisfied with the ac- 
count which the master had given of his having traced 
a passage between the shoaHs into the sea. He sent 
him out, therefore, a second time, upon the same busi- 
ness ; and, on his return, he made a different report. 
Havin? been seven leagues out at sea, the master was 
now of opinion that there was no such passage as he 
had before imagined. His expedition, however, though 
in this respect unsuccessful, was not wholly without its 
advantage. On the very rock where he had seen the 
large cocides, he met with a great number of turtle ; and 
though he had no better instrument than a boat-hook, 
three of them were caught, which together weighed 
•even hundred and ninety-one pounds. An attempt, 
which, by the order of the lieutenant was made the next 
morning, to obtain some more turtle, failed^ through the 
misconduct of the same officer who had been so fortu- 
nate on the preceding day. 

Hitherto the natives of this part of the country had 
eagerly avoided holding any intercourse with our peo- 
ple: but at lenfilh their minds, through the good 
management of Mr. Cook, became more favourably 
disposed. Four of them having appeared, on the 10th, 

Vol. L H 6* 
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in a small canoe, and aeemin^to be busily employed in 
striking fish, some of the ship's company were for 
going over to them in a boat. This, however, the lieu- 
tenant would not permit, repeated experience havmg 
convinced him that It was more likely to prevent than 
to procure an interview. He determined to pursue a 
contrary method, and to try what could be done by 
letting them alone, and not appearing to make them, 
in the least degree, the objects of his notice. So suc- 
cessful was this plan, that after some preparatory in- 
tercourse, they came alongside the ship, without ex 
pressing any fear of distrust. The conference was car- 
ried on, by signs, with the utmost cordiality till dinne^ 
time, when, being invited by our people to go with 
them and partake of their provision, they declined it, 
and went away in their canoe. One of these Indiana 
was somewhat about the middle age ; the three others 
were young. Their stature was of the common size, 
but their limbs were remarkably small., The colour of 
their skin was a dark chocolate. Their hair was black, 
but not woolly ; and their features were far from being 
disagreeable. They had lively eyes, and their teeth 
wei:e even and white. The tones of their voices were 
sort and musical, and there was a flexibility in their 
organs of speech, which enabled them to repeat, with 

freat facility, many of the words pronounced by the 
:nglish. ,_ J 1 

On the next morning our voyagers had another 
visit from four of the natives. Three of them were 
the same who had appeared the day before, but tho 
fourth was a stranger, to whom his companions gave 
the name of Yaparco. He was distinguished by a 
very peculiar ornament. This was the bone of a bird, 
nearly as thick as a man's finger, and five or six inches 
long, which he had thrust into a. hole, made in the 
gristle that divides the nostrils. An instance of the 
like kind, and only one, had been seen in New Zea- 
land. It was found, however, that among all these 
people the same part of the nose was perforated ; that 
they had holes in their ears ; and that they had brace- 
lets, made of plaited hair, upon the upper part of 
their arms. Thus the love of ornament takes place 
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BmoDg them, thoagh they are absolutely destitate of ap- 
parel. 

Three Indians, on the 12th, ventured down to Tupia^s 
tent, and w%re so well pleased with their reception, 
ihat one of them went with his canoe to fetch two 
others, who had never been seen by the English. On 
his return, he introduced the strangers by name, a cere- 
mony which was never omitted upon such occasions. 
From a farther acquaintance v/ith the natives, it was 
found, that the colour of their skms was not so dark as 
had at first been apprehended, and that all of them were 
remarkably clean limbed, and extremely active and 
nimble. Their language appeared to be more harsh 
than that of the islanders in tne South Sea. 

On the 14th, Mr. Gore had the good fortune to kill 
one of the animals before mentioned, and which had 
been ihe .subject of much speculation. Jt is palled by 
the natives Kangaroo ; and when dressed proved most 
excellent meat. Indeed, our navigators might now be 
•aid to fare sumptuously every dav ; for they had turtle 
in great plenty, and it was agreed that these were fa 
superior to any which our people had ever tasted in 
England. This the gentlemen justly imputed to their 
beinff eaten fresh from the sea, before their natural fat 
had been wasted, or their juices changed, by the situa- 
tion and diet they are exposed to when kept in tubs. 
Most of the turtle here caught were of the kind called 
ereen turtle, and their weight was from two to three 
hundred pounds. 

In the morning of the 16th, while the men were en- 
gaged in. their usual employment of getting the ship 
ready for the sea, our commander climbed one of the 
heights on the north side of the river, and obtained 
from it an extensive view of the inland country, which 
he found agreeably diversified by hills, valleys, and large 
plains, that in many places were richly covered with 
wood. This evening^ the lieutenant and Mr. Green ob- 
served an emersion of the first satellite of Jupiter, 
which gAve 214° 53' 43" of longitude. The observa- 
tion taken on the 29th of June had given 214° 48' 30 " ; . 
and the mean was 214° 43' 7i", being the longitude of 
the place west of Greenwich. 
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On the ITtit, Mr. Cook sent the master lod one of 

the mates in the pinnace, to search for a channel north* 
ward; after which, accompanied by Mr. Banks and Dr. 
Solander, he went into the woods on the ffther side of 
the water. In this excursion, the gentlemen had a 
farther opportunity of improving their acquaintance 
with the Indians, who by degrees became so familiar, 
that several of them the next day ventured on board the 
ship. There the lieutenant left them, apparently much 
entertained, that he might go with Mr. Banks to take a 
farther survey of the country, and especially to indulge 
an anxious curiosity they had, of looking round about 
them upon the sea; of which they earnestly wished, but 
scarcely dared to hope, that they might obtain a fa« 
vourable and encouraging prospect. When, after having 
walked alone the shore seven or eight miles to the 
northward, they ascended a very high hill, the view 
which presented itself to them inspired nothing but 
melancholy apprehensions. In every direction they saw 
rocks and shoals without number, and there appeared 
lo be no passage out to sea, but through the winding 
channels between them, the navigation of which could 
not be accomplished without the utmoot degree of diffi- 
culty and danger.' The spirits of the two gentlemen 
were not raised by this excursion. 

On the 19th, our voyagers were visited by ten of the 
natives, and six or seven more were seen at a dis- 
tance, chiefly women, who were as naked as the male 
inhabitants of the country. There bein^ at that time a/ 
number of turtles on the deck of the ship, the Indians 
wjo came on board were determined to get one of 
them, and expressed great disappointment and anger 
when our people refused to comply with their wishes. 
Several attempts were made by them ' to secure what 
they wanted by force ; but all their efforts proving un- 
su3ce8sful, they suddenly leaped into their canoe in a 
transport of rage, and paddled towards the shore. 
The lieutenant, with Mr. Banks, and five or six of 
the ship^s crew, immediately went into the boat, and 
got ashore, where many of the English were engaged 
in various employments. As soon as the. natives 
reached the land, they seized their arms, which had 
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been laid np in a tree, and having snatched a brand 
from under a pitch kettle that waa boiling, made a 
circuit to the windward of the few things our people 
had on shore, and with surprising qaiclcness and dex- 
terity set fire to the grass in their way. The grass, 
which was as dry as stubble, and five or six feet high, 
burnt with surprising fury ; and a tent of Mr. Banks^s 
would have been destroyed, if that gentleman had not 
immediately got some of the men to save it, by hauling 
*t down upon the beach. Every part of the smith's 
forge that would bum was consumed. This transac- 
tion was followed by another of the same nature. In 
spite of threats and entreaties, the Indians went to a 
different place, where several of the Endeavour's crew 
were washing, and where the seine, the other nets, and 
a large quantity of linen were laid out to dry, and 
again set fire to the grass. The audacity of this fresh 
attack rendered it necessary that a musket, loaded 
with small shot, should be discharged at one of them, 
who being wounded at the distance of about forty 
yards, they all betook themselves to flight. In the 
last instance the fire was extinguished before it bad 
made any considerable progress ; but where it had first 
began, it spread far into the woods. The natives be- 
ing still in sight, Mr. Cook, to convince them that they 
hiua not yet gotten out of his reach, fired a musket, 
charged with ball, a-breast of them among the man- 
groves, npon which they quickened their pace, and 
were soon out of view. It was now expected that 
they would have given onr navigators no farther trou- 
ble ; but in a little time their voices were heard in the 
woods, and it was perceived that they came nearer 
and nearer. The lieutenant, therefore, together with 
Mr. Banks, and three or four more persons, set out to 
meet them ; and the result of the interview, in conse- 
quence of the prudent and lenient conduct of our com- 
mander and his friends, was a complete reconciliation. 
Soon after the Indians went away, the woods were seen 
to be on fire at the distance of about two miles. This 
accident, if it had happened a little sooner, might have 
produced dreadful effects ; for the powder had been but 
ft few days on board* and it waa not many houn that 
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the etore tent, with all the valuable things contained ia 
It had been removed. From the fury with which the 
grass would bum in this hot climate, and the difficulty 
of extinguishing the fire, our voyagers determined 
never to expose themselves to the like danger, but to 
clear the ground around them, if ever again they should 
be under the necessity of pitching their tents in such a 
situation. 

In the evening of this day, when every thing was 
gotten on board the ship, and she was nearly ready for 
sailing, the master returned with the disagreeable ac- 
count that there was no passage for her to the north 
ward. The next morning, the lieutenant himself 
sounded and buoyed the bar. At this time, all the 
hills /or many miles round were on fire, and the ap- 
pearance they assumed at night was eminently striking 
aAd splendid. 

In an excursion which was made by Mr. Banks, on 
the 23d, to gather plants, he found the greatest part of 
the cloth that had been given to the Indians lying in a 
heap together. This, as well as the trinkets which had 
been bestowed upon them, they probably regarded as 
useless lumber. Indeed they seemed to set little value 
on any thing possessed by our people, excepting their 
turtle ; and that was a commodity which could not be 
spared. 

As Lieutenant Cook was prevented by blowing 
weather from attempting to get out to sea, Mr. Banks 
and Dr. Solander seized another opportunity, on the 
24th, of pursuing their botanical researches. Having 
traversed the woods the greater part of the day, with- 
out success, as they were returning through a deep 
valley, they discovered lying upon the ground several 
wfrh IS! h ' ?® anacardium orientale. Animated 
rji« wKvT °^™««'^ne: with the tree that bore them, 
seSJ trev«orh'??P'J*^?"'"°P«^" botanist had eve; 
b^ in L n.?i! ^"^^ " S^^ g^^t diligence and labor, 
aS«„?n.,^L'^^''^- W^"« M^-- Banks was again 
fire o7n^u.^?T7' ^^ ^^^ ^Gth, to enlarge his trea 
UkeanSSnf.K'*'^' ^^ **»^ ^^e good^rtune to 
Jlu4 oSTlt wt'aT^^ tribe, tS^ether with two 
J ug on«i. « was a female, and, though not exacU? 
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6f the same species, much resembled the remarkable 
animal which Mens. De Bafibn hath described by the 
name of phalanger. 

On the morning of the 29th, the weather becoming 
calm, and a light breeze haying sprung up by land, 
lieutenant Cook sent a boat to see what water was 
upon the bar, and all thin^ were made.re^y for 
putting to sea. But, on the return of the boat, the 
officer reported, that there were only thirteen feet of 
water on the bar. As the ship drew thirteen feet six 
inches, and the sea breeze set in again in the evening, 
all hope of sailing on that day was given up. The 
weather being more moderate on the 31st, the lieutc 
nant had thoughts of trying to warp the vessel out of 
the harbour ; but upon going out himself in the boat, 
he found that the wmd ^till blew so fresh that it would 
not be proper to make the attempt. A disagreeable 
piece or intelligence occurred on the succeeding day. 
The carpenter, who had ezamineH the pumps, reported 
chat they were all of them in a state of decay. One of 
them was so rotten, that, when hoisted up, it dropped to 
pieces, and the rest were not in a much better condi^ 
tion. The chief confidence, therefore, of our navigators, 
was now in the soundness of the ship ; and it was a 
happ^ circumstance, that she did not admit more than 
one inch of water in an hour. 

Early on the 3d of August, another unsuccessful at- 
tempt was made to warp the vessel out of the harbour : 
but in the morning of the next day the efforts of our 
voyagers were more prosperous, and the Endeavour 
got once more under sail with a light air from the 
land, which soon died away, and was followed by sea 
breezes from south-east by south. With these breezes 
the ship stood off to sea, east by north, having the 
pinnace ahead, which was ordered to keep sounding 
without intermission. A little before noon the lieute- 
nant anchored in fifteen fathom water, with a sandy 
bottom ; the reason of which was, that he did not think 
it safe to run in among the shoals, till, by taking a 
view of them from the mast-head at low water, he 
might be able to form some judgment which way it 
wdald be proper for him to steer. This was a matter 
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of nice and arduous determination. As yet Mr. Cook 
was m doubt, whether he should beat back to the 
southward, round all the shoals, or seek a passage to 
the eastward or the northward : nor was it possible to 
say, whether each of these courses might not be attend- 
ed with equal difficulty and danger. 

The impartiality and humanity of Lieutenant Cook's 
conduct in the distribution of provisions ought not to 
pass unnoticed. Whatever turtle or other fish were 
caught, they were always equally divided among the 
whole ship s crew, the meanest person on board hav- 
ing the same share with the lieutenant himself. He 
hath justly observed, that this is a rule which every 
commander will find it his interest to follow, jn any 
voyage of a similar nature. 

Great difficulties occurred in the navigation frofn 
the Endeavour river. On the 5th of August the lieu- 
tenant had not kept his course long, before shoali 
were discovered in every quarter, which obliged him. 
as night approached, to come to an anchor. In the 
morning of the sixth, there was so strong a gale, that 
our vovagers were prevented from weighing. When 
It was low water, Mr. Cook, with several of hw officers, 
kept a look-out at the mast-head, to see if any passaire 
could be discovered between the shoals. Nothii^. 
however, was in view, excepting breakers, which ex 
tended from the south round by the east as far as to 
tne north-west, and reached out to sea, beyond the 
sight of any of the gemlemen. It did not appear that 
these breakers were caused by one continued shofti. 
On .ifn^'® v'l'''^*'*''5 lay detached from each other. 
On that which was farthest to the eastward, the sea 

tWnlf Jh7>'^*'''V^^''^^ lieutenant was induced tS 
thmk that It was the outermost shoal. He was now 
convmced, that there was no passage to sea. W 
through the labyrinth formed by these fhoa?s ; and a 
the same tmie, he was wholly at a loss what cou^ to 

Sll'^iA .T*^?""!^ **P*°*®" ^w» 'hat our navigators 
should beat back the way they ciie : but as the winH 
blew strongly and almost >dthout intercession, frLm 
that quarter, this would have been an endless fibour^ 
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and yet, if a passage coald not bo found to the nortb- 
waivl, there was no other alternatiye. Amidst these 
anxious deliberations, the gale increased, and continued 
with little remission till the morning of the 10th, when 
the weather becoming more moderate, our commander 
weighed, and stood in for the land. He had now come 
to a final determination of seeking a passage along the 
shore to the northward. 

In pursuance of this resolution, the Endeavour pro- 
eeeded in her coursel, and at noon came between the 
faitherniost headland that lay in sight, and three islands 
which were four or five leagues to the north of it, out 
at sea. Here our navigators thought they saw a clear 
opening before them, and began to hope that ihey were 
once more out of danger. Of this hope, however, they 
were soon deprived, on which account the lieutenant 
nve to the headland the, name of Cape Flattery. After 
Fie bad steered some time along the shore, for what was 
believed to be the open channel, the petty officer at the 
mast-head cried aloud, that, he saw land ahead, which 
extended quite round to the three islands, and that be- 
tween the ship and them there was a large reef Mr. 
Cook, upon this, ran up to the mast-head himself) and 
plainly discerned the reef) which was so far to the 
windward that it could not be weathered. As to the 
land which the petty officer had supposed to be the 
main, our commander was of opinion that it was only 'a 
claster of small islands. The master, and some others 
who went up the mast-head afler the lieutenant, were 
entirely of a different opinion. All of them were posi- 
tive that the land in sight did not copsist of islands, but 
tlmt it was a part of the main ; and they rendered their 
report still more alanning, by adding, that they saw 
breakers rouB^tbMa on every side, in a situation so 
critical and oourouf, Mr. Cook thought proper to come 
to an anchor, under a higb point, which he immediately 
ascended, that he might have a farther view of the sea 
and the country. The prospect he had from this place 
which he calkn Point Look-out, clearly confirmed him 
in his former opinion ; ihe justness of which displayed 
one of the nuinerous instances, wherein it was mani-* 
feat, how much he exceeded the people about him in 
6 
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the sagacity of his judgment concerning matten of navip 
gation. 

The lieutenant, being anxious to discover more CU8- 
linctly the situation of the shoals, and the channel be- 
tween themi determined to visit tne northernmost and 
largest of the three islands before mentioned; which, 
from its height, and its lying five leagues out to sea, 
was pecuUarly adapted to his purpose. Accordingly, 
in company with Mr. Banks, whose fortitude and cu- 
riosity stimulated him "to take a share in every under- 
taking, he set out in the pinnace, on the morning of the 
eleventh, upon this expedition. He sent, at the same 
time, the master in the yawl, to sound between the 
low islands and the main land. About one o'clock, 
the gentlenien reached the place of their destination, 
and immediately, with a mixture of hope and fear, pro- 
portioned to the importance of the business, and the 
uncertainty of the event, ascended the highest hill 
they could find. When the lieutenant took a survey 
of the prospect around him, he discovered, on the out 
side of the islands, and at the distance of two or three 
leagues from them, a reef of rocks, upon which the ^ 
sea broke in a dreadful surf, and which extended far- 
ther than his sight could reach. Hence, however, he 
collected, that there were no shoals beyond them ; and, 
as he perceived several breaks or openings in the reef, 
and deep water between that and the islands, be enter- 
tained hopes of getting without the rocks. But though 
he saw reason to indulge, in some degree, this expec- 
tation, the haziness of the weather prevented him from 
obtaining that satisfactory intelligence which he ar- 
dently desired. He determined, therefore, by staying 
all night upon the island, to try whether the next day 
would not afford him a more distinct and comprehen- 
sive prospect. Accordingly, the gentlemen took up 
their lodging under the shelter of a bush, which grew 
upon the beach. Not many hours were devoted by 
them to sleep ; for, at three in the morning, Mr. Cook 
mounted the hill a second time, but had the mortifica- 

ion of finding the weather much more hazy than it had 
oeen on the preceding day. He had early sent the 
pinaace, with one of Uie mates, to aoimd between the 
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nbiid and the reeft, and to examine what appeared to 
be a channel through ihem. The mate, in consequence 
of its blowing hard, did not dare to venture into the 
channel, which he reported to be very narrow. Never- 
theless, our commander, who judged, from the descrip- 
tion of the place, that it had been seen to disadvantage, 
was not discouraged by this account. 

While the lieutenant was engaged in his survey, Mr. 
Banks, always attentive to the great object of natural 
history, collected some plants which he had never met 
with before. No animals were perceived upon the 
place, excepting lizards, for which reason the gentle- 
men gave it the name of Lizard Island. In their re- 
turn to the . ship, they landed on a low, sandy island, 
that had trees upon it, and which abounded with an 
incredible number of birds, principally sea-fowl. Here 
they found the nest of an eagle, and the nest of some 
other bird, of what species they could not distinguish ; 
but it must certainly be one of the largest kinds that 
exist. This was apparent from the enormous size of 
the nest, which was built with sticks upon the ground, 
and was no less than six and twenty feet in circum- 
ference, and two feet eight inches in height. The spot 
which the gentlemen were now upon they called Eagle 
Iiland. 

When lieutenant Cook got on board, he entered into 
a very serious deliberation concerning the course he 
should pursue. After considering what he had seen 
himseUv and the master's report, he was of opinion, 
that by keeping in with the main land, he should run 
the risk of being locked in by the great reef, ai;|d of be- 
ing compelled at last to return back in search of another 
pEissage. By the delay that would hence be occa- 
sioned, oui; navi^tors would almost certainly be pre- 
vented from gettmg in time to the Blast Indies, which 
was a matter of the utmost importance, and indeed of 
absolute necessity ; for they had now not much more. 
Chan three months' provision on board, at short allow- 
ance. The ladgment the lieutenant had formed, to- 
gether with the tacts and appearances on which it was 
grounded, he stated to his officers, by whom it i#as 
unanimously agreed, that the best thing they could d9 
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would be to quit the coast entirely, till they could ap- 
proach it again with less danger. 

In pursuance of this resolution, the Endeavour, early 
in the morning of the 13th, got under sail, and success- 
fully passed through one of the channels or openings 
in the outer reef, which Mr. Cook had seen from the 
island. When the ship h&d gotten without the breakers, 
there was no ground within one hundred and fifty fa- 
thom, and our people found a large sea rolling in 
upon them from the south-east. This was a certain 
sign that neither land nor shoals were near them in that 
direction. 

So happy a change in the situation of our voyagers 
was sensibly felt in every breast, and was visible in 
every couKtenadce. They had been little less than 
three months in a state that perpetually threatened 
them with destruction. Frequently had they passed 
their nights at anchor within hearing of the surge that 
broke over the shoals and rocks ^ and chey knew, that, 
if by any accident the anchors should not hold against 
an almost continual tempest, they must in a few mi- 
nutes inevitably perish. They had sailed three hundred 
and sixty leagues, without once, even for a moment, 
naving a man out of the chains heaving the lead. 
This was a circumstance which perhaps never had hap- 
pened to any other vessel. . But now our navigators 
found themselves in an open sea, with deep water ; and 
the joy they experienced was proportioned to their late 
danger, and their present security. Nevertheless, the 
very waves, which proved by their swell that our peo- 
ple had no rocks or sh<$als to fear, convinced them, at 
the same time, that .they could not put a confidence in 
the ship equal to what they had done before she struck. 
So far were her leaks widened by the blows she re- 
ceived from the waves, that she admitted no less than 
nine inches of water in an hour. If the company had 
not been lately in so much more imminent danger, this 
fact, considering the state of the 4)umps, and the navi- 
gation which was still in view, would have been a mat- 
ter of very serious concern. 

The passage or channel, through which the Endea- 
vour passed into the open sea beyond the reef, lies in 
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latitude H^ 32' south. It may alwaja be known by the 
three high islands within it, to which, on account of the 
use they may be of guiding the way of future voyagers, 
OUT coounander gave the appellation of the Islands of 
Direction. 

It was not a long time that our nayigators enjoyed 
the satisfaction of l^ing free from the alarm of danger. 
As they were pursuing their course in the night of the 
15th, they sounded frequently, but had no bottom with 
one hundred and forty fathom, nor any ground with 
the same length of hne. Nevertheless, at four in the 
morning of the 16th, they plainly heard the roaring of 
the surf, and at break of day saw it foaming to a vast 
height, at not more than the distance of a mile. The 
waves which rolled in upon the reef, carriefl the ves- 
sel towards it with great rapidity; and, at the same 
time, our people could reach no ground with an an 
chor, and had not a breath of wind for the sail. In a 
situation so dreadful, there was no resource but in the 
boats; and, most unhappily, the pinnace was under 
repair. By the help, however, of the long-boat and 
the yawl, which were sent ahead to tow, the ship' 
head was got round to the northward, a circu^stanoe 
which might delay, if it could not prevent destruction. 
This was not effected till six o'clock, and our voyagers 
were not then a hundred yards from the rock, upon 
which the same billow that washed the side of the 
vessel broke to a tremendous height, the very next 
time it rose. There was only, therefore, a dreary 
valley between the English and destruction ; a valley 
no wider than the base of one wave, while the sea 
nnder them was unfathomable. The carpenter, in the 
meanwhile, having hastily patched up the pinnace, she 
was hoisted out, and sent ahead to tow in aid of the 
other boats. But all these efforts would have been 
ineffectual, if a light air of wind had not sprung up, 
just at the crisis of our people's fate. It was so light 
an air, that at any other time it would not have been 
observed: but it was sufficient to turn the scale in 
favour of our navigators; and in conjunction with 
the assistance which was afforded by the boats it gave 
ths ship a oeiceptible motion obliquely from the reef 



196 CAPTAIN 0O0X*8 

The hopes of the company now revived : 'but in len 
than ten minates a dead cairn succeeded, and the yea- 
sel was again driven towards the breakers, which were 
not at the distance of two hundred yards. However, 
before the ground was lost which had already been 
gained, the same light breeze returned, and lasted ten 
minutes more. During this time a amaW opening, 
about a quarter of a mile distant, was discovered m 
the reef; upon which, Mr. Cook immediately sent one 
of the mates to examine it, who reported that its 
breadth was not more than the length of the ship, but 
that within it there was smooth water. This discovery 
presented the prospect of a possibility of escape, by 
pushing the vessel through the opening. Accordingly, 
the attempt was made, but it failed of sdccess ; for 
when our people, by the joint assistance of their boats 
and the breeze, had reached the opening, they found 
that it had become high water ; and, to their great 
surprise, they met the tide of ebb running out like a 
mill-stream. In direct contrariety to their expectations, 
some advantage was gained by this event. Though it 
was impossible to go through the opening, the stream, 
which prevented the Endeavour from doing it, carried 
her out about a quarter of a mile ; and the boats were 
so much assisted in towing her, by the tide of ebb, 
that at noon she had gained the distance of nearly two 
miles. However, there was yet too much reason to 
despair of deliverance. For even if the breeze, which 
had now died away, had revived, our navigators were 
etiW embayed in the reef: and the tide of ebb being 
spent, the tide of flood, notwithstanding their utmost 
efforts, drove the ship back again into her former peri- 
lous situation. Happily, about this time, another 
opening was perceived, nearly a mile to the west- 
ward. Our commander immediately sent Mr. Hicks, 
the first heutenant, to examine it ; and in the mean- 
while the Endeavour struggled hard with the flood, 
sometimes gaining and sometimes losing ground. Dur- 
ing this severe service, every man did his duly with as 
much calmness and regularity as if no danger had been 
near. At length, Mr. Hicks returned with the intelli- 
gence, that the opening, though narrow an i hauurdooff, 
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was capable of beinfr passed. The bare possibilitj of 
passing it was encouragement safficient to make the 
attempt ; and indeed all danger was less to be dreaded 
by our people, than that of continuing in their present 
situation. A light breeze having fortun'iitely sprung 
up, this, in conjunction with the aid of the boats, and 
the very tide of flood, that would otherwise have been 
their destruction, enabled them to enter the opening, 
through which they were hurried with amazing ra- 
pidity. Such was the force of the torrent by whicb 
they were carried along, that they were kept from 
driving against either side of the channel, \vhich in 
breadth was not more than a quarter of a mile. Whilst 
they were shooting this gulf, their soundings were re* 
markably irregular, varying from thirty to seven fathom, 
and the ground at bottom was foul. * 

Ajb soon as our navigators had gotten within the reef, 
they came to ah anchor ; and their joy was exceedingly 
ffreat at having regained a situation which, three days 
before, they had quitted with the utmost pleasure and 
transport. Rocks and shoals, which are always dan- 
gerous to the mariner, even when they are previously 
known and marked, are peculiarly dangerous m seas 
which have never been navigated before ; and in this 
part of the globe they are more perilous than in anv 
other. Here they consist of reefs of coral rock, which 
rise like a wall almost perpendicularly out of the deep, 
and are always overflowed at high water. Here, too, 
the enormous waves of the vast southern ocean, meet- 
ing with so abrubt a resistance, break, with incon- 
ceivable violence, in a surf which cannot be produced 
by any rocks or storms in the northern hemisphere. A 
crazy ship, shortness of provision, and a want of every 
necessary, greatly increased the danger to our present 
voyasers of navigating in this ocean. Nevertheless, 
such IS the ardour of the human mind, and so flattering 
is the distinction of a first discoverer, that Lieutenant 
Cook and his companions cheerfully encountered every 
peril, andxaubmitted to every inconvenience. They 
chose rather to incur the charge of imprudence and te- 
merity, than to leave a country unexplored which they 
had discovered, or to afford the least colour fot its 
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being •aid, that they were deficient in peraeverancB 
and fortitude. It scarcely ne^ds to be added, that it 
was the high and magnanimous spirit of our command^ 
er, in particular, which inspirea his people with bo 
much resolution and vigour. 

The lieutenant, having now gotten within the reef, 
determined, whatever might be the consequence, to 
keep the main land on board, in his future route to the 
northward. His reason for this determmation was, 
that, if hte had gone^ without the reef again, he might 
have been carried by it so far from the coast, as to pre- 
vent his being able to ascertain whether this country 
did, or did not, join to New Guinea ; a question which 
he had fixed upon resolving, from the first moocient that 
he had come within sight of land. , To the opening 
through which the Endeavour had passed, our com- 
mander, with a proper sense of gratitude to the Sa- 
Ereme Being, gave the name of Providential Channel. 
1 the morning of the 17th, the boats had been sent 
out to see what refreshments could be procured ; and 
returned in the aflemoon with two hundred and forty 
pounds of the meat of shell fish, chiefly of cockles. 
Some of the cockles were as much as two men could 
move, and contained twenty pounds of good meat. 
Mr. Banks, who had gone out in his little boat, accom- 
panied by Dr. Solander, brought back a variety of cu- 
rious shells, and many species of corals. 

In the prosecution of the voyage, our people, on the 
19th, were encompassed on every side with rocks and 
shoals ; but, as they had lately been exposed to much 
greater danger, and these objects were now became fa- 
mihar, they began to regard them comparatively with 
little concern. On the 2l8t, there being two points in 
view, between which our navigators could see no land 
they conceived hopes of having at last fbund a passaee 
into the Indian Sea. Mr. Cook, however, that fie 
might be able to determine the matter with greater 
certainty, resolved to land upon an island which lies 
at the south-east point of the passage. Accordinriv 
he went into the boat, with a. party of men, ac^omDa- 
nied by Mr. Banks and Dr. Solander. As they were 
getting to shore, some of the natives seemed inclined 
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to oppose their landing, but soon walked leiBorely 
a%iray. The gentlemen immediately ^limbed the high- 
est liill, from which no land could hie seen between Uie 
•oath-west and west-soath-west ; so that the lieutenant 
bad not the least doubt of finding a channel, through 
which he could pass to New Guinea. As he was now 
about to quit the coast of New Holland, which he had 
traced from latitude thirtv-eight to this place, and 
which he was certain no European had ever seen be- 
fore, he onoe more hoisted English colours. He had, 
indeed, already taken possession of several particular 
paits of the country. But he now took possession of 
the whole eastern coast, with all the bays, harbours, 
liTerfe, and islands situated upon it, from latitude 38^ 
to latitude l(P i' south, in right of his Majesty King 
George the Third, and by the name of New South 
Wal^. The party then fired three volleys of small 
arms, which were answered by the same number from 
the ship. When the gentlemen had performed this 
ceremony upon the island, which they called Posset- 
lion Island, they re-embarked in their boat, and in cott- 
■equence of a rapid ebb tide, had a very difficult and 
tedious return to the vessel. 

On the 23d, the wind had come round to the south- 
west ; and though it was but a gentle breeze, yet it was 
accompanied by a swell from the same quarter, which, 
in conjunction with other circumstances, confirmed Mr. 
Cook in his opinion that he had arrived to the northern 
extremity of New Holland, and that he had now an 
open sea to the westward. These cirnu Distances af- 
forded him peculiar satisfaction, not only because the 
dangers and fatigues of the voyage were drawing to a 
conclusion, but because it could no longer be doubted 
whether New Holland and New Guinea were two 
separate islands. ' The north-east entrance of the strait 
lies in the latitude of l(P 29 south, and in the longi- 
tnde of 218^ 36' west ; and the passage is formed by the 
main land, and by a congeries of islands, to the north- 
west, called by the lieutenant the Prince of Wales*! 
Islands, and which may probably extend as far as to 
New Guinea. Their diflTerence is very great, both in 
height and circuit, and many seemed to be well 
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, TiorwaB there any 

to future n^rig«^«''^faha^po8se8sed a ship in better 
danffer and fatigue, and nau v channel througn 

foXioa f-'VX'JlTeAenameSfEndeavourS^™^ 
which he passed, he gavei. rt of it ^'^®,^* ,. 

"^ New Holland, or, as the easte v^^^^^ .^ \*^«J*!^i 
by Lieutenant Cook, ^®;f .^"jjhieh does not ^*^^. ^^ 

the extent of ^^^^^f^^Yoaether hnt onoe, ^i^Al\i^ 
them had never been sef" ^^^^Y^en they appeared de- 
was at Botany B^y '^^^^^"iX they could not muster 
termined to engage the ^ngusn, j ^^^ ^^ ^ ^am- 
above fourteen or fafteen fig^^mg ij^ ^^^ ^ ^^ ^'^T^iT, 
fest that theh sheds and house^^^^^^ ^ 1 ge, 

gether as to be capable oi a ^j^^ eea-coaat 

Itrty. Ind««do«rna^g^tm^sa^.^^^y^ j^^^^^^^^^^ 
on the eastern side , oetwe«" ^^^^ ^^ whoIW 

shore there is an i'^^^^'l^^VJ^f from the totally uncul- 
unexplored. ?"' ^^ Vtri which w^^ 
tivated state of the country wmcn ^^^^ ^ altogether 

pie, that this »7*«»f ^Ve th n^^nhabited than the parta 
ae8olate,or at least nior«^^m y ^^^.^^^ had no idea, 

^hichwere visited. V^^^i^t^d to them. The things 
nor could any.be commun^atea^^^^^^^^^ ^.^ ^^ 

which were g\\^'\ \^^™ ig^^^^^ English requinng a 
peartounderstand^thes^gn^^^ ^^ ^^.^^^ ^^f .^^*^yK?!S 
Return. There was no ^^ ^^^^^^ ^„ ^j^j^h 

animal ^*>«^'^{ed they either broil their meat upon 
ILe'co^So'Tb'Slt^n l^^^^^ by the help of hot stone.. 
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agneably to the ca^tom of the inhabitant! of the 
Sooth-Sea islands. Fire is produced b^ them with great 
facility, and they spread it m a surprisins manner. For 
producing it, they take two pieces of soft wood, one of 
which is a stick about eisht or nine inches long, while 
the other piece is flat. The stick hey shape into an 
obtose point at one end, and pressing it upon the flat 
wood, turn it nimbly by holding it between both their 
hands. In doing this, they often shift their hands up, 
and then move them down, with a view of increasing 
the pressure as much as possible. By this process they 
obtam fire in less than two minutes, and from the 
smallest spark they carry it to any height or extent with 
great speed and dexterity. 

It was not possible, considering the limited inteiv 
course which our navigators had with the natives of 
New South Wales, that much could be learned with 
regard to their language. Nevertheless, as this is an 
object of no small curiosi^ to the learned, and is in- 
dc«d, of peculiar importance in searching into the ori- 
eifli of the various nations that have been discovered, 
Mr. Cook and his friends took some pains to collect 
soch a speeimen of it as ' might, in a certain degree 
answer the purpose. Our commander did not quit the 
Goontry without making such observations relative to 
the currents and tides upon the coast as, while they in- 
crease the general knowledge of navigation, may be of 
service to future voyagers. The irregularity of the 
tides is an object worthy of notice. 

From the coast of New South Wales the lieutenant 
steered, on the 23d of August, for the coast of New 
Guinea, and on the 2dth fell upon a daneerous shoal. 
The ship was in six fathom, out scarcely two were 
found apon sounding round her, at the distaiice of half 
a cable s length. This shoal was of such an extent, 
red^hinff from the east round by the" north and west to 
the south-west, that there was no method for the vessel 
to get clear of it, 5ut by her going back the way in 
which she came. Here was another hair's breadth 
«J<»pe » ^f it was near! v high water, and there ran a 
short cockiing sea, Hrhich if the ship had struck must 
▼eiy moon have bulged her- So dangerous was her situa- 
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tton, that if her direction had been half a cable's length 
more, either to the right or left, she must have struck 
before the signal for the shoal could have been made. 

It had b^n lieutenant Cook's intention to steer 
north-west till he had made the south coast of New 
Guinea, and it was his purpose to touch upon it, if that 
could be found practicable. But in consequence of 
the shoals he met with, he altered his course, in the 
hope of finding a clearer channel, and deeper water. 
His hope was agreeably verified ; for by noon, on the 

.26th, the depth of water was gradually increased to 
seventeen fathom. On the 28tn, our voyaeers found 
the sea to be in many places covered with a brown 
scum, such as the sailors usually call spawn. When 
the lieutenant first saw it, he was alarmed, fearing thai 

• the ship was again among shoals ; but the depth of 
water, upon sounding, was discovered to be equal to 
what it was in other places. The same appearance 
had bisen observed upon the coasts of Brazil and New 
Holland, in which cases it was at no great distance 
from the shore. Mr. Banks and Dr. Solander examined 
the scum, but could not determine what it was, any 
farther than as they saw reason to suppose that it be- 
longed to the vegetable kingdom. The sailors upon 
meeting with more of it, gave up the notion of its be- 
ing spawn, and finding a new name for it, called it sea- 
saw-dust. 

At day-break on the 3d of September, our navi- 
p^ators came in sight of New Guinea, and stood in for 
It, with a fresh ^ale till nine o'clock, when they 
brought to, being m three fathom water, and within 
about three or four miles of land. Upon this tlie pin- 
nace y^via hoisted, and the lieutenant set off from the 
ship with the boat's crew, accompanied by Mr. Banks, 
Dr. Solander, and Mr. Banks's servants, oeing in all 
twelve persons, well armed. As soon as they came 
ashore they discovered the prints of human feet, which 
could not long have been impressed upon the sand. 
Concluding therefore, that the natives were at no 
great disUnce, and there being a thick wood which 
reached to within a hundred yards of the water, the 
gentlemen thought it necessary to proceed with can- 
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tion, lest their retreat to the boat should be cut off. 
When they had walked some way along the skirts of 
the wood, they came to a grove of cocoa-nut trees, at 
the fruit of which they looked very wishfully ; but not 
thinking it safe to climb, they were obliged to leave it 
without tasting a single nut. After they had advanced 
about a quarter of a mile from the boat, three Indians 
rushed out of the wood with a hideous shout, and as 
they ran towards the English, the foremost threw some- 
thing out of his hand, whioh flew on one side of him 
and burned exactly like gunpowder, though without 
making any report. The two other natives having at 
the same instant discharged their arrows, the lieute- 
n nt and his party were under the necessity of firing, 
first with small shot, and a second time with ball. Upon 
this, the three Indians ran away with great agility. 
As Mr. Cook had no disposition forcibly to invade 
this country, either to gratify the appetites or the cu- 
riosity of his people, and was convinced that nothing 
was to be done upon friendly terms, he and his com- 
pmions returned with all expedition towards their 
Doat. When they were aboard, they rowed abreast of 
the natives, who had come down to the shore in aid of 
their countrymen, and whose number now amounted to 
between sixty and a hundred. Their appearance was 
much the same aa that of the New Hollanders ; they 
nearly resembled them in stature, and in having their 
hair short and cropped. Like them also, they were 
absolutely naked ; but the colour of their skin did not 
seem quite so dark, which, however, might be owing t» 
their being less dirty. While the English gentlemen 
were viewing them, they were shouting defiance and 
letting off their fires by four or five at a time. Our 
people could not imagine what these fires were, or 
what purposes they were intended to answer. Those 
who discharged them had in their hands a short piece 
of stick, which they swung sideways from them, and 
immediately there issued fire and smoke, exactly re* 
sembling those of a musket, and of as short a duration. 
The men on board the ship, who observed this sur- _ 
prising phenomenon, were so far deceived by it, as to 
believe that the Indians had fire arms. To the persons 
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in the boat, it had the appearance of the firing of vol* 
leys withoat a report. 

The place where this transaction happened lies in the 
latitude of 6^ I5f south, and is about sixty-five leaeaes 
to the north-east of Port Saint Augustine, or Walche 
Caep, and is near what is called in the charts C. de la 
Colta de St. Bonaventura. In every part of the coast 
the land is covered with a vast luxuriance of wood and 
herbage. The cocoa-nut, the bread-fruit, and the plan- 
tain-tree, flourish here in the highest perfection ; besides 
which, the country abounds with most of the trees, 
shrubs, and plants, that are common to the South Sea 
islands, New Zealand, and New Holland. 

Soon after Mr. Cook and his party had returned to 
Che ship, our voyagers made sail to the westward, the 
lieutenant having resolved to spend no more time upon ' 
this coast ; a resolution which was greatly to the satis- 
faction of a very considerable majority of his people. 
Some of the omcers, indeed, were particularly urgent 
that a number of men might be sent ashore, to cut' 
down (^ocoa-nut trees for the sake of their fruit. This, 
however, our commander absolutely refused, as equally 
unjust and cruel. It was morally certain, from the pre- 
ceding behaviour of the natives, that if their property 
had twen invaded, they would have made a vigorous 
effort to defend it ; in which case the lives of many of 
them must have been sacrificed, and perhaps, too, se- 
veral of the Enelish would have fallen in the contest. 
The necessity of a quarrel with the Indians would have 
been regretted by the lieutenant, even if he had been 
impelled to it by a want of the necessaries of life ;. but 
to engage in it for the transient gratification that would 
arise from obtaining two or three hundred green cocoa- 
Bc^ts, appeared in his view highly criininal. The same 
calamity, at least with regard to the natives, would 
probably have occurred, if he had sought for any other 
place on the coast, to the northward and westward, 
where the ship might have lain so near the shore as to 
cover his people with the guns when they had landed. 
Besides, there was cause to believe, that before such 
a place could have been found, our navigators would 
have been carried so far to the westward, ai to bo 
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obliged to go to Batayia, on the north side of Jara. 
This, in Mr. Cook's opinion, would not have been so 
safe a passage as that to the south of Java, through 
the straits of Sunda. Another reason for his makinff 
the best of his way to Batavia, was the leakiness of 
the vessel, which rendered it doubtful whether it 
would not be necessary to heave her down when she 
arrived at that port Our commander's resolution was 
farther confirmed by the consideration that no dis- 
covery could be expected in seas which had already 
been navigated, and where the coast had been sum- 
ciently described both by Spanish and Dutch geogra- 
phers, and especially by the latter. The only merit 
claimed by the lieutenant, in this part of his voyage, 
was the having established it as a fact beyond all con- 
troversy, that ISTew Holland and New Guinea are two 
distinct countries. 

Without staying, therefore, on the coast of New 
Guinea, the Endeavour, on the same day, directed her 
course to the westward, in pursuing which, Mr. Cook 
had an opportunity of rectifying the errors of former 
navigators. Very early in the mornins of the 6th of 
September our voyagers passed a small island, which 
lay to the north-north-west, and at day-break they dis- 
covered another low island, extending from that quar- 
ter to north-noith-east Upon the last island, which 
appeared to be of considerable extent, the lieutenant 
would have landed to examine its produce, if the wind 
iiad not blown so fresh as to render his design im- 
practicable. Unless these two islands belong to the 
Arron islands, they have no place in the charts ; and 
if they do belong to the Arrou islands, they are laid 
down at too great a distance from New Guinea 
Some other land which was seen this day, ought, b^ its 
distance from New Guinea, to have been part of the 
Arrou islands ; but if any dependanoe can be placed on 
former charts, it lies a degree farther to the south. 

On the 7th, when the ship was in latitude 9^ 30' 
■oDth, and lon^tnde 229° 34' west, our people ought 
to have been m sight of the Weasel Isles, which, in 
the chaiti, are laid down at the disumce of twenty or 
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tweoty-five leagues frofn the coast of New Holland. 
Bat as onr commander saw nothing of them, he con- 
ctuded that they must have been placed erroneonsly. 
Nor -will this be deemed sarprising, when it is con- 
sidered, that not only these islands, but the coast 
which bounds this sea, have been explored at different 
times, and by different persons, who had not all die re- 
quisites for keeping accurate journals which are now 
possessed, and whose various discoveries have been 
delineated upon charts by others, perhaps at the dis- 
tance of more than a century after such discoveries had 
been made. 

In pursuing their course, our navigators passed the 
islands of Timor, Timor-lavet, Rottee, and Soman. 
While they were near the two latter islands, they oh* 
served, about ten o'clock at night on the I6th of the 
month, a phenomenon in the heavens, which in many 
particulars resembled the Aurora Borealis, though in 
others it was very different. It consisted of a dull, 
reddish light, which reached about twenty degrees 
above the horizon; and though its extent at tiroes 
varied much, it never comprehended less than eight or 
ten points (Jf the compass. Through and out of the 
general appearance, there passed rays of light of a 
brighter colour, which vanished and were renewed 
nearly in the same manner as those of the Aurora 
Borealis, but entirely without the tremulous or vi- 
bratory motion which is seen in that phenomenon. 
The body of this light bore south-south-east fVom the 
ship, and continued without any diminution of its 
brightness, till twelve o'clock, and probably a longer 
time, as the gentlemen were prevented from observinK 
it farther by their retiring to sleep. 

By the 16th, Lieutenant Cook had gotten clear of 
all the islands which had then been laid down in the 
maps as situated between Timor and Java, and did not 
expect to meet with any other in that quarter. But 
the next morning an island was seen bearing west- 
south-westi and at first he believed that he had made a 
new discovery. As soon as our voyagers had come 
dose in with the north aide of it, they had tho 
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plieasmg prospect of homes and cocoa-nut trees, and 
of what still more agreeably surprised them, name- 
rous flocks of sheep. Many of the people on board 
were at this time m a bad state of health, and no 
small number of them had been dissatisfied with the 
lieutenant for not having touched at Timor. He 
readily embraced, therefore, the opportunity of land 
mg at a place which appeared so well calculated to 
supply the necessities of the company, and to remove 
both the sickness and the discontent which had spread 
among them. This place proved to be the island of 
Savn, where a settlement had lately been made by the 
Dutch. 

The great design of our commander was to obtain 
provisions, which after some difficulty and some jea* 
lousy on the part of Mr. Lange, the Dutch resident, 
were procu^. These provisions were nine buffaloes, 
six sheep, three hogs, thirty dozen of fowls, many 
dozens of eggs, some cocoa-nuts, a few limes, a little 
earlic, and several hundred gallons of palm syrup. 
In obtaining these refreshments at a reasonable price, 
the English were not a little assisted by an old Indian, 
who appeared to be a person^of considerable authority 
under the king of the country. The lieutenant and his 
friends were one day very hospitably entertained by 
the king himself, though the royal etiquette did not 
permit his majesty to partake of the banquet. 

So little, in general}, had the island of Savu been 
known, that Mr. Cook had never seen a map or chart 
in which it is clearly or accurately laid down. The 
middle of it lies in about the latitude of l(P ^ south, 
and longitude 237^ 3(y west ; and from the ship it pre- 
sented a prospect, than which nothing can be more 
beautiful. This prospect, from the verdure and culture 
of the country, f>om the hills richly clothed, which 
. rise in a gentle and regular ascent, and from the state- 
liness and beauty of the trees, is delightful to a degree 
that can scarcely be conceived by the most lively ima- 
gination. With regard to the productions and natives 
of the island, the account which our navigators were 
enabled to give of them, and which is copious and en- 
6* 
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tertaining, was, in a great measure, derived from the 
information of Mr. Lange. 

An extraordinary relation is given of the morals of 
the people of this island, and which, if true, must fill 
every virtuous mind with pleasure. Their characters 
and conduct are represented as irreproachable, even 
upon the principles of Christianity. Though no man 
is permitted to have more than one wife, an illicit com- 
merce between the sexes is scarcely known among 
them. Instances of theft are very rare, and so far are 
they from revenging a supposed injury by murder, 
that when any difference arises between them, they 
immediately and implicitly refer it to the determina- 
tion of their king. They will not so much as make it 
the subject of private debate, lest they should hence 
be provoked to resentment and ill will. Their delica 
cy and cleanliness are suited to the purity of their mo- 
rals. From the specimen which is given of the Ian 
gUBffe of Savn, it appears to have some affinity with that 
of the South Sea Islands. Many of the words are ex- 
actly the same, and the terms of numbers are derived 
from the same origin. 

On the 21st of September, our navigators got under 
sail, and having pursued their voyage till the 1st of 
October, on that day they came within sight of the 
island of Java. During their course from Savu, 
Lieutenant Cook allowed twenty minutes a day for the 
westerly current, which he concluded must run strong 
at this time, esnecially on the coast of Java ; and a<? 
cordingly he found that this allowance was exactlv 
gjuivalem to the effect of the current upon the ship. 
6>uch was the sagacity of our commander's judgment m 
whatever related to navigation. 

On the ad, two Dutch ships being seen to lie off 
Anger Point, the lieutenant sent Mr. Hicks on board 
one of them to inquire news concerning England, from 
which our peoDle hadso long been absint *Mr?ffidS 
brought back t^e agreeable fntelligence that the Svnd- 
fcSJJT"*"^** By Captain Carteret, had bee^at. 
Bauvia two years before. On the morning of the 5ih 
a prow camealpngaide of the Endcavoor, with aDuVch 
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officer, who tent down to Mr. Cook a printed paper in 
English, duplicates of which he had in other lan- 
guages. This paper was regularly signed, in the name 
of the governor and council of the Indies, by their se 
cretary, and contained nine questions, very ill express 
ed, two of which only the heutenant thought proper to 
answer. These were what regarded the nation and 
name of his vessel, and whither she was bound. On the 
9th, uar voyagers stood in for Batavia road, where 
they found the Harcouit Indiaman from England, two 
English private traders, and a number of Dutch ships. 
ImmediateW a boat came on board the Endeavour, 
and tlie officer who commanded having inquired who 
our people were, and whence they came, instantly re- 
turned with such answers as were given him. In the 
mean time Mr. Cook sent a lieutenant ashore to ac- 
quaint the governor of his arrival, and to make an apo- 
logy for not having saluted ; a ceremony he had judged 
better to omit, as he could only make use of three 
guns, excepting the swivels, which he was of opinion 
would not be heard 

It being universally agreed that the ship could not 
safely proceed to Europe without an examination of 
her bottom, our commander determined to apply for 
leave to heave her down at Batavia ; and for this pur> 
pose he drew up a request in writing, which, after he 
nad waited first upon the ^overnor-eeneral, and then 
apon the council, was readily complied with, and he 
was cold that he should have every thing he wanted. 

In the evening of the 10th, there was a dreadful 
storm of thunder, lightning, and rain, during which 
the main-mast of one of the Dutch East Indiamen was 
split and carried away by the deck, and the main-top- 
mast and top-gallant-mast were shivered to pieces. 
The stroke was probably directed by an iron spindle, 
which was at the main-top-gallant-mast-head. As this 
ship lay very near the Endeavour, she could scarcely 
have avoided sharing the same fate, had it not been for 
|)ie conducting chain, which fortunately had been just 
gotten up, and which conveyed the lightning over the 
side of tne vessel. But though she escaped the light- 
Bing, the ezploiion shook her like an eartnquake ; and 
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the eabin tt the same time appeared like a line of fire 
Bfr. Cook has embraced this occasion of earnestly re- 
commending similar ehains to every ship, and hath ex- 
Eressed his hope that all who read his narrative will 
e warned against having an iron spindle at the mast- 
head. 

The English gentlemen had taken np their lodging 
and boarding at a hotel, or kind of inn, kept by the 
order of government. Here they met with those im- 
positions in point of expense and treatment, which 
are too common to admit of much surprise. It was 
not long, however, that they submitted to ill usage. 
By a farther acquaintance with the manner of dealing 
with their host, and by spirited remonstrances, they 

f»rocuTed a better furnished table. Mr. Banks in a 
ew days hired a small house for himself and his party ; 
and as soon as he was settled in his new habitation, 
sent for Tupia, who had hitherto continued on board 
on account of sickness. When he quitted the ship and 
after he came into the boat, he was exceedingly lifeless 
and dejected ; but no sooner did he enter the town, 
than he appeared to be inspired with another soul. A 
scene so entir^ new and extraordinary filled him with 
amazement. The houses, carriages, streets, people, 
and a multiplicity of other objects, rushing upon nim 
at once, produced an effect similar to what is ascribed 
to enchantment. His boy, Tayeto, expressed his won- 
der and delight in a still more rapturous manner. He 
danced along the streets in a kind of ecstasy, examin- 
ing every object with a restless and eager curiosity, 
which was excited and gratified every moment Tu- 
)ia*s attention was particularly excited by the yarions 
Iresses of the passing multitude ; and when he was in- 
formed that at Batavia every one wore the dress of his 
own countnr, he expressed his desire of appearing in 
the gaib of Otaheite. Accordingly, South Sea cloth 
being sent for from the ship, he equipped himself with 
great expedition and dexterity. 

Lieutenant Cook imagined that at Batavia he should 
find it easy to take up what money he might want for 
repairing and refitting the Endeavour; but in this he 
i-^i — jf^ pnvate person could be found who 
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tiad abtlitjand inclinatioii to fumith the sum which wai 
neceasanr. In this exigency the lieutenant had re- 
coune, by a written request to the governor, fVom 
whom he obtained an order for being supplied out of 
the Dutch company's treasury. 

When our voyagers had been only nine days at Ba- 
tavia they began to feel the fatal effects of the climate 
and situation. Tupia after his first flow of spirits bad 
subsided, erew every day worse and worse, and Tayeto, 
was seized with an inflammation upon his lungs. Mr. 
Banks and Dr. Solander were attacked by fevers, and 
in a little time almost every person, both on board and 
on shore, was sick. The distress of our people was in- 
deed very great, and the prospect before them dia- 
couragin^i; in the highest degree. Tupia, being desirous 
of breathing a freer air than among the numerous houses 
that obstructed it ashore, had a tent erected for him on 
Cooper^s Island, to which he was accompanied by Mr. 
Banks, who attended this poor Indian with the greatest 
humanity, till he was rendered incapable of doing it bv 
the violent increase of his own disorder. On the ^h 
of November, Mr. Monkhouse, the surgeon of the ship, 
a aensible, skilful man, whose loss was not a little a^ 
gravated by the situation of the English, fell the first sa- 
crifice to this fatal country. Tayeto died on the 9tb, 
and Tupia, who loved him with the tenderness of a pa- 
rent, sunk at once afler the loss of the boy, and sur« 
vived him only a few days. The disorders of Mr. 
Banks and Dr. Solander erew to such a height that* the 
physician declared they bad no chance of preserving 
their lives but by removing into the country. AccorcU 
ingly a house was hired for them at the distance of at)out 
two miles from the town ; where, in ' consequence of 
enjoying a purer air, and being better nursed by two 
Malayan women whom they had brought, they re- 
covered by slow degrees. At length Ueutenant Cook 
was himself taken ill, and out of the whole ship's com- 
pany not more than ten were able to do duty. 

■In the midst of these distresses our commander was 
diligently and vigorously attentive to the repair of his 
vessel. When her bottom came to be examined, she 
was foand to be in a worse condition than had been 
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apprehended Her false keel and main keel were botb 
of them greatly injured ; a large quantity of the sheath- 
ing was torn off, and among several planks which wem 
much damaged, two of them and the half of a third 
were so worn for the length of six feet, that they were 
not above the eighth part of an inch in thickness ; and 
here the worms had made way quite into the timbers. 
In this state the Endeavour had sailed many hundred 
leagues, in a quarter of the globe where navigation 
is dangerous in the highest degree. It was nappy 
for our voyagers that they were ignorant of their 
perilous situation; for it must have deeply affected' 
them to have known that a considerable part of the 
bottom of the vessel was thinner than the sole of a 
shoe, and that all their lives depended upon so slight 
and fragile a barrier between them and the unfathom- 
able ocean. 

The repair of the Endeavour wa^ carried on very 
much to Mr. Cook's satisfactioi* in justice to the 
Dutch officers and workmen, he u<no declared, that in 
his opinion, there is not a marine yard in the world 
where a ship can be laid with more convenience, safety, 
and despatch, or repaired with greater diligence and 
skill. He was particularly pleased with the manner 
of heaving down by two masts, and gives it a decided 
preference to the method which had hitherto been prac- 
tised by the English. The lieutenant was not one of 
those on whom the bigotry could be charged of ad- 
henng to old customs, in opposition to the dictates of 
reason and experience. 

By the 8^ of December the Endeavour was perfectly 
refitted. From that time to the a4th, our people were 
employed in completing her stock of waterrprovisionZ 
and stores, in erecting some new pumps, and in various 
other necessary operations. All thirbusiness wouW 

^''l^Jr'.u^^^ T""^** «*>«°«' i<* i^ had not been re- 
tarded by the general sickness of the men. 

In the afternoon of the a4th our commander took 
leave of the governor of Batavia, and of several other 

r''''fr^«„^*'^°^'°« "? ^^ P»ace»^ithwhomhe hS 
formed connexions, and to whom he had been Z^^ 
obliged for their civilities and assistance. iTthe^^^ 
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while an accident intervened which might have been 
attended with disagreeable effects. A seaman who had 
run away from one of the Dutch ships in the road, en- 
tered on board the Endeavour. Ut>on his being re- 
claimed as a subject of Holland, Mr. Cook, who wai 
on shore, declared that if the man appeared to be a 
Dutchman, he should certainly b^elivered up. When, 
however, the order was carried to Mr. Hicks, who com- 
manded on board, he refused to surrender the seaman, 
alleging that he was a subject of Great Britain, born in 
Ireland. lo this conduct Mr. Hicks acted in pe^ect 
conformity to the lieutenant's intention and directions. 
The captain of the Dutch vessel, in the neit place, by a 
message from the governor-general, demanded the man 
as a sufagect of Denmark. To this Mr. Cook replied, 
that there must be some mistake in the eenerars mes- 
sage, since he would never demand of him a Danish 
seaman, whose only crime was that of preferring the 
English to the Dutch service. At the same time the 
lieutenant added, that to show the sincerity of his de- 
sire to avoid disputes, if the man was, a Dane he should 
be delivered up as a courtesy ; but that if he appeared 
to be an English sul^ect, he should be kept at all 
events. Soon after a letter was brought from Mr. 
Hicks, containing indubitable proofs that the seaman in 
question was a subject of his Britannic majesty. This 
letter Mr. Cook sent to the governor, with an as- 
surance to his excellency that he would not part 
with the man on any terms. A conduct so firm and 
decisive produced the desired effect, no more being 
heard of the sffair. 

In the evening of the 25th, our commander went on 
board, together with Mr. Banks and the rest of the 
gentlemen who had resided constantly on shore. The 
gentlemen, though considerably better, were far from 
being perfectly recovered. At this time the sick per^ 
sons in the ship amounted to forty, and the rest of the 
company were in a very feeble condition. It was re- 
markable that every individual had been ill excepting 
the sail-maker, who was an old man between seventy 
and eighty years of age, and who was drunk every day 
dnhog the residence of our people at Bauvia. Three 
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to a veiy melancholy aituation. The flhip was, in fact, 
nothing better than an hospital, in which those wHO 
could go aboaf were not sufficient for a due attendance 
npon those who were sick. L^t the water which had 
been taken in at Prince's Island should have had any 
share in adding to the disorder of the men, the lieute- 
nant oitJered it to be purified with lime ', and. as a far- 
ther remedy against infection, he directed all the parts 
of the vessel between the decks to be washed with, 
▼ioegar. The malady had taken too deep root to be 
•peedily eradicated. Mr. Banks was reduc^ so low 
by it, that for some time there was no hope of his lite ; 
and SQ fatal was the disease to many others, that al- 
most every night a dead body was committed to the s^ 
Them were buried, in the course of ^^^^J^^J'^f* 
Mr. Sporing, a gentleman who was one of Mr. Banks s 
assistants ; Mr. Parkinson, his natural history painter ; 
Mr. Oeen, the astronomer; the boatswain, the car- 
penter, and his mate; Mr. Monkhouse the midahii^ 
man, another midshipman, the old jolly sail-maker and 
bis a38i8tant,4he ship's cook, the corporal of the ma- 
rines, two of the carpenter's crew, and nine seamen. 
In all, the loss amounted to three and twenty persona, 
besides the seven who died at Batavia. It is probable 
that these calamitous events, which could not fail of 
fMkiiig a powerful impression on the mind of Iieate> 
nantCook, might give occasion to his turning his 
thooshts more zealously to those methods of preserv- 
ing die health of seamen, which he aflewards parsned 
vnth sQch remarkable success. • 

On Friday, the 5th of March, the Endeavour arriv- 
«d oir the Cape of Good Hope ; and as soon as she 
was broQght to an anchor, oar commander waited apon 
tho governor, from whom he received assurances that 
he should be furnished w^ every supply which the 
conntiy could afford. His first care was to provide a 
proper place for the sick, whose number was not small ; 
and a house vras speedily found, where it was agreed 
that tihey should be lodged and boarded at the rate of 
two shillings a day for each p»Bon. 

Tlie mn from Java Head to the Cape of Good Hope 
M not inrnish many sal^ecta of leniufc, that ceold be 
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of any great nte to fbtare voya^ra. Such obaenra- 
dona, however, as occurred to him, the lieutenant has 
been careful to record, not bein^ willing to omit the 
least circumstance that may contnbute to the safety and 
facility of navigation. 

The lieutenant, having lain at the Cape to recover 
the sick, to procure stores, and to refit his vessel, till 
the 14th of April, then stood out of the bay and pro- 
ceeded on his voyaee homeward. In the morning of 
the 29th, he crossedhis first meridian, having circum- 
navigated the g]obe in the direction from east to west. 
The conseauence of which was, that he lost a day, an 
allowance for which had been made at Batavia, On 
the Ist of May he arrived at St. Helena, where he staid 
till the 4th to refresh ; during which time Mr. Banka 
employed himself in making the complete circuit of the 
island, and visiting the places most worthy of ol^erva- 
tion. 

The manner in which slaves are described as being 
treated in this island, must be mentioned with indig 
nation. According to our commander's representation 
while every kind of labour is performed by them, they 
are not furnished either with horses or with ainr of the 
various machines which art has invented to facilitate 
their task. Carte might conveniently be used in some 
parts, and where the ground is too steep for them, 
wheel-barrows might be employed to great advantage ; 
and yet there is not a wheel-lMirrow in the whole island. 
Though every thing which is conveyed from place to 
place is done b^ slaves alone, they have not the simple 
convenience of a porter's knot, but carry their burden 
npon their heads. They appeared to be a miserable 
laoe, worn out by the united operation of excessive la* 
hour, and ill usage ; and Mr. Cook was sorry to ob- 
serve, and to say, that instances of wanton cruelty 
were much more frequent amone his countrymen at 
SL-Helena, than among the Dutch, who are generally 
reproached with want of humanity, both at Batavia 
and the Cape of Gopd Hope. It is impossible for a 
feeling mind to avoid being concerned that such an 
account should be given of the conduct of any who 
are entitled to the name of Britons. The lienteo«nt's 
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reprooffif jcut, bath, it may be hoped, long before this, 
reached the place, and produced aome good effect.^ 
If slavery, that disgrace to religion, to humanity, and 
I will add, to sound policy, must still be conUnned, 
every thing ought to be done which can tend to soften 
its horrors. 

When our commander departed from St. Helena, 
on the 4th, it was in company with the Portland man 
of war, and twelve Indiamen. With this fleet he con* 
tinned to sail till the 10th, when, perceiving that the 
Endeavour proceeded much more heavily than any of 
the other vessels, and that she was not likely to get 
home so soon as the rest, he made a signal to speak 
with the Portland. Upon this, Captain £lliot himself 
came on board, and Mr- Cook delivered to him the 
common log-books of his ship, and the journals of 
some of the oflicers. The Endeavour, however, kept 
in company with the fleet, till the morning of the 23d, 
at which time there was not a single vessel in sight 
On that day died Mr. Hicks, and in the evening his 
body was committed to the sea, with the usual ceremo< 
nies. Mr. Charles Clerke, a young man extremely well 
qualified for the station, and whose name will hereafter 
frequently occur, received an order from Mr. Cook to 
act as lieutenant in Mr. Hicks's room. 

The rigging and sails of the ship were now become 
so bad, that something was continually giving way. 
.Nevertheless, our commander pursued his course in 
'safety ; land, on the 10th of June, land, which proved 
to be the Lizard, was discovered by Nicholas Young, 
the boy who had first seen New Zealand. On the 11th, 
the lieutenant ran up the channel, ^l six the next 
morning he passed Beachy Head, and in the afternoon 

♦ Near the conclusion of Captain Cook's second voyage, 
there is the following short note. "In the account eiven ' 
of St. Helena, in the narrative of my former voyage, I find 
some mistakes. Its inhabitants are far A-om exercising a 
wanton cruelty over their slaves ; and they have had wheel 
rarriages and porters' knots for many years.** This note I 
insert with pleasure. Nevertheless, I cannot think that the 
lieutenant could have given uo strong a representation of 
things, if, at the time in which it was written, it had been 
wholly without foundation. 
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ol the same day, h« came to an anchor in the Downs, 
and went on shore at Deal. 

Thus ended Mr. Cook's first voyage round the world, 
in which he had gone through so manv dangers, ei- 
plored so many countries, and exhibited the strongest 
proofs of his possessing an eminently sagacious and ac- 
tive mind ; a mind that was equal *o every perilous en- 
terprise, and to the boldest and most successful eiTorts 
of navigation and discovery. 



CHAPTER III. 

Aeoount of CapUxm, Cook during the period,6elween his 
frH and second Voyages* 

Thk manner in which Lieutenant Cook had performed 
hifl circumnavigation of the globe, justly entitled him to 
the protection of government, and the favour of his 
sovereign. Accordingly, he was promoted to be a cotn- 
mander in his majestv's navy, by commission bearing 
date on the 29th of August, 1771. Mr. Cook, on this 
occasion, from a certain consciousness of his own merit, 
wished to have been appointed a post captain. But the 
Earl of Sandwich, who was now at the head of the Ad- 
miralty board, though he had the greatest regard for our 
navigator, could not concede to his request, because a 
cmnpliance with it would have been inconsistent with 
the order of the naval service. The difference was in 
point of rank only, and not of advantage. A com- 
nfcnder has the same pay as a post captain, and his 
authority is the same when he is in actual employment. 
The distinction is a necessair step in the progress to 
the higher honours of the profession. 

It cannot be doubted, but that the president and 
council of the Royal Society were highly satisfied with 
the manner in which the transit of Venus had been ob- 
served. The papers of Mr. Cook and Mr. Green, rela- 
tive to this subgect, were put into the hands of the as- 
tronomer royal, to be by him digested, and that he 
mig^ deduce f>om them the important consequences to 
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Bcientie which resulted from th^ observation. Thie wu 
done'by him with an accaracj and ability becoming his 
high knowledge and character. On the 2l8t of May, 
ira, Captain Cook communicated to the Royal So^ 
ciety, in a letter addressed to Dr. Maskelyne, an ** Ac- 
count of the flowing of the Tides in the South Sea, as 
observed on board of his Majesty's Bark, the En- 
deavour." 

The reputation our navigator had acquired bj his late 
voyage was deservedly great ; and the desire of the pub- 
lic to be acquainted with the new scenes and new 
ol^ects which were now brought to light, was ardently 
excited. It is not suiprising, therefore, that different at- 
tempts were made to satisfy the general curiosity. 
There soon appeared a publication entitled, ** A Journal 
of a Voyage round the World." This was the produc- 
tion of some person who had been upon the expedition ; 
and, though his account was dry and imperfect, it 
served in a certain degree, to relieve the eagerness of 
inquiry. The journal of Sydney Parkinson, draftsman 
to Sir Joseph Banks, to whom it belonged by ample 
purchase, was likewise printed, from a copy surrepti- 
tiously obtained ; but an injunction from the Court of 
Chancery for some time prevented its appearance. This 
work, though dishonestly given to the world, was re- 
commended by plates. But it was Dr. HawkeswoTth*8 
account of Lieutenant Cook's voyage which' completely 
gratified the public curiosity. This account, which was 
written by authority, was drawn up from the journal of 
the lieutenant, and the papers of Sir Joseph Banks ; 
and, besides the merit of the composition, derived an 
^ extraordinary advantage from the number and excellence 
of its charts and engravings, which were furnished at 
the expense of government. The large price given by 
the booksellers for this work, and the avidity with whicn 
it was read, displayed, in the strongest light, the anxiety 
of the nation to be fully informed in every thing that be- 
longed to the late navigation and discoveries. 

Captain Cook, during his voyage, had sailed over 
the I^icific Ocean in many of those latitudes, in which 
a southern continent had been expected to lie. He 
had ascertained, that neither New Zealand nor New 
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Hfrikiid were parts of such a continent. Bat the gene- 
ral question concerning its existence had not beep de- 
termined by him, nor did he go out for that purpose, 
though some of the reasons on which the notion of it 
had been adopted, were dispelled in the course of his 
navigation. It is well known how fondly the idea of a 
Terra AustraUs incosniia had for nearly two centuries 
been enterf'jied. Many plausible philosophical ar- 
guments have been urged in its support, and many fact» 
alleged in its favour. The writer of this narrative 
fully remembers how much his imagination was capti- 
vated in the more early part of his life, with the hy-/ 
pothesis of a southern continent. He has often dwelt 
upon it with rapture, and been highly delighted with 
the authors who contended for its existence, and dis- 
played the mighty consequences which would result 
from its being discovered. Though his knowledge was 
infinitely exceeded by that of some able men who ] aid 
a particular attention to the subject, he did not come 
behind them in the sanguineness of his hopes and c^ 
pectation. Every thins, however, which relates to sci- 
ence, must be separated from fancy, and brought to the 
test of experiment : and here was an experiment richly 
deservuig to be tried. The object, indeed, was of pe- 
culiar magnitude, and worthy to be pursued by a great 
prince, and a great nation. 

Happily, the period was arrived in Britain for the 
execution of the most important scientific designs. A 
regard to matters of this kind, though so honourable to 
crowned heads, had heretofore been too much ne- 
glected even by some of the best of our princes. Our 
present sovereign had already distinguished his reign 
b^ his patronage of science and literature ; but the w- 
gmnings which had hitherto been made were only the 
pledges of future munificence. With respect to the 
object now in view, the gracious dispositions of his 
majesty were ardently seconded by the noble lord who 
Had been placed at the head of the board of admi- 
ralty. The Earl of Sandwich was possessed of a 
mind which was capable of comprehending and en- 
couraging the most enlarged views and schemes with 
regard to navigation and discovery. Accordingly, it 
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was by his particular recommendation that a resolotioB 
was formed for the appointment of an expedition, final- 
ly to determine the question concerning the eidstence 
/ of a southern continent. Quiros seems to have been 
the first person who had any idea tha^ such a conti- 
nent existed, and he was the first that was sent out for 
the sole purpose of ascertaining the fact. He did not 
succeed' in the attempt ; and the attem^ ts of varioua 
navigators, down to the present century, were equally 
unsuccessful. 

When the design of accomplishing this great object 
was resolved upon, it did not admit of any hesitation 
by whom it was to be carried into execution. No 
person was esteemed equally qualified with Captain 
Cook,Xor conducting an enterprise, the view of which 
was to give the utmost possible extent to the geogra- 
phy nf the globe, and the knowledge of navigation. 
Fo; * the greater advantage of the undertaking, it was 
determined that two ships should be employed; and 
much attention was paid to the choice of them, and to 
their equipment for the service. After mature delibe 
ration by the navy board, during which particular 
regard was had to the captain's wisdom and expe 
rience, it was agreed that no vessels were so proper 
for discoveries in distant unknown parts, as those 
which were constructed like the Endeavour. This 
opinion concurring with that of the Earl of Sandwich, 
the admiralty came to a resolution that two ships 
should be provided of a similar construction. Ac- 
cordingly, two vessels, both of which had been built 
at Whitby, by the same person who built the Endea- 
vour, were purchased of Captain William Hammond, 
of Hull. They were about fourteen or sixteen months 
old at the time when they were bought, and, in Cap- 
tain Cook*s judgment, were as well adapted to the 
intended service as if they had been expressly con- 
structed for that purpose. The largest of the two, 
which consisted of four hundred and sixty-two tons 
burden, was named the Resolution. To the other, 
which was three hundred and thirty-six tons burden, 
was given the name of the Adventure. On the 28th 
of November, 1771, Captain Cook was appointed lo 
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tbe command of the former; and, about the 
time, Mr. Tobias Fumeaox waJB promoted to the com 
mand of the latter. The complement of the Resolu- 
tion, including ofiicera and men, was fixed at a hun- 
dred and twelve persons ; and that of the Adventure,- 
at eighty-one. In the equipment of these ships, every 
circumstance was attended to that could contrroute to 
the comfort and success of the voyage. They were 
fitted in the most complete manner, and supplieid w^ 
every extraordinary article which was suggested to 
be necessary or useful. Lord Sandwich, whose zeal 
was indefatigable upon ti^is occasion, visited the ves- 
sels from time to time, to be assured that the whole 
equipment was agreeable to his wishes, and to the 
satisfaction of those who were to engage in the expe- 
dition. Nor were the navy and victualling boards 
wanting in procuring for the ships the very best of 
stores and provisions, with some alterations in the 
species of them, that were adapted to the nature of the 
enterprise; besides which, there was an ample sup 
ply of antiscorbutic articles, such as malt, sour krout, 
salted cabbage, portable broth, saloup, mustard, mar- 
raadale of carrots, and inspissated juice of wort and 
beer. 

No less attention was paid to the cause of science 
in general. The admiralty engaged Mr. Willian^ 
Hodges, an excellent landscape painter, to embark in 
the voyage, in order to make drawings and paintings 
of such objects as eould not so well be comprehended 
fVum written descriptions. Mr. John Reinhoid Forster 
and his soh were fixed upon to explore and collect the 
natural history of the countries which might be visited, 
and an ample sum was granted by parliament for the 
purpose. That nothing might be wanting to accom* 
plisQ the scientific views of the expedition, the board 
of loE^itude agreed with Mr. William Wales and Mr 
William Bayley, to make astronomical observations. 
Mr. Wales was stationed in the Resolution, and Mr. 
Bayley in the Adventure. By the same board they 
were furnished with the best of instruments, and par- 
ticularly with four time-pieces, three constructed by 
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Arnold, aod one by Mr. Kendal, on Mr. Harriflon't 
principles. 

Though Captain Cook had been appointed to the 
command of the Resolution on the 2dth of November, 
1771, such were the preparations necessary for so lone 
and important a voyage, and the impediments which 
occasidnally and unavoidably occurred, that the ship 
did not sail from Deptford till the dth of April follow- 
ing, nor did she leave Long Reach till the 10th of May. 
In plying down the river it was found necessary to put 
into Sheerness, in order to make some alterations in her 
upper works. These the officers of the vard were di- 
rected immediately to take in hand ; and Lord Sand 
wich and Sir Hugh Palliser came down to see them ex* 



ecuted in the most effectual manner. The ship being 
again completed for sea, by the 22d of June, Captain 
Cook on that day sailed from Sheerness, and, on the 3d 



of July, joined the Adventure in Plymouth Sound. 
Lord Sandwich, in his return from a visit to the dock- 
yards, having met the Resolution on the preceding 
evening, his lordship and Sir Hugh Palliser gave the 
last mark of their great attention to the object of the 
voyage, by coming on board, to assure themselves that 
every thing was done which was agreeable to oiir com- 
mander's wishes, and that his vessel was equipped en- 
Jirel;*4o his satisfaction. 

At Plymouth, Captain Cook received his instruc* 
tions ; with regard to which, without entering into a 
^ minute detail of them, it is sufficient to say, that he waa 
sent out upon the most enlarged plan of discovery that 
is known in the history of navigation. He was instruct- 
ed not only to circumnavigate the whole globe, but to 
circumnavigate it in high southern latitudes, making 
such traverses from time to time, into every comer of the 
Pacific Ocean not before examined, as might finally 
and effectually resolve the much agitaCted question 
about the existence of a southern continent in any part 
of the southern hemisphere, to which access could be 
had by the efforts of thei>oldest and most skilful navi 
gaton. 
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CHAP. IV. 

NamOme of Captain CooVsJSecond Voyage round 
the Work 

On (he 19th of July captain Cook sailed fVom Ply- 
mouth, and on the 29th of the same month anchored 
in Fanchiale Road, in the island of Madeira. Having 
obtained a supply of water, wine, and other necessa- 
ries at that island, he left it on the Ist of August, and 
sailed to the southward. As he proceeded in his 
voyage \^e made three puncheons of beer of the in- 
spissated juice of malt; and the liquor prdduced was 
very brisk and drinkable. The heat of the weather 
and the agitation of the ship, had hitherto withstood all 
the endeayours of our people to prevent this juice from 
being in a high state of fermentation. If it could be 
kept from fermenting it would be a most valuable aiti 
ele at sea. 

The captain having found that his stock of water 
would not last to the Cape of Good Hope, without 
putting his men to a scanty allowance, resolved to stop 
at St. Jago, one of the Cape de Verd Islands, for a sup- 
ply. At Port Praya, in this island, he anchored on the 
10th of August, and by the 14th had completed his wa- 
ter and procured some other refreshments, upon which 
he set sail and prosecuted his course.*^ He embraced 
the occasion which his touching at St Jago afforded 
him, of giving such a delineation and description of Port 
Praya and of the supplies there to be obtained, at 
miriit be of service to future 'navigators. 

On the 20th of the month, the rain poured dowa 
npon our voyagers, not in drops, but in streams, and 
the wind at the same time being variable and rough, 
the people were obliged to attend so constantly upon 
the decks that few of them escaped being completely 
aoaked. This circumstance is mentioned to show the 
method that was taken by Captain Cook to preserve 
nis men from the evil consequences of the wet to which 
they had been exposed. He had every thing to fear 
from the rain, wmch is a great promoter of sicknesa 
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in hot climates. But to guard against tl^is effect be 
pareaed some hints that had been suggested to him by 
Sir Hugh Palliser and Captain Campbell, and took 
care that the ship should be aired and dried with fires 
made between the decks, and that the damp places of 
the vessel should be smoked ; beside which, the people 
were ordered to air their bedding, and to wash and dry 
.their clothes whenever there was an opportunity. The 
result of these precautions was, that there was not one 
sick person on board the Resolution. 

Captain Cook, on the 8th of September, crossed the 
line in the longitude of 8° west, and proceeded with- 
out meeting any thing remarkable till the 11th of 
October, wfen at 6h. 24m. I2s.by Mr. Kendars watch, 
the moon rose about four digits eclipsed ; soon after 
which the eentlemen prepared to observe the end of the 
ecUpse. The observers were the captain himself, and 
Mr. Forster, Mr. Wales, Mr. Pickeregill, Mr. GUbert, 
and Mr. Harvey. 

Our commander had been informed before he left 
England, that he sailed at an improper season of the 
year, and (hat he should meet with much calm wea- 
ther, near and under the line. But though such wea- 
ther may happen in some years, it is not always, or 
even generally, to be expected. So far was it from 
being the case with Captain Cook, that he had a brisk 
south-west wind in those very latitudes where the 
calms had been predicted ; nor was he exposed to any 
of the tornadoes which are so much spoken of by other 
navigators. On the 29th of the month, between eight 
and i)ine o*clock at night, when our voyagers were 
near the Cape of Good Hope, the whole sea within 
the compass of their sight became at once, as it 
were, illuminated. The captain had been formerly 
convinced, by Mr. Banks and Dr. Solander, that 
such apnearances in the ocean were occasioned by in- 
sects. Mr. Forster, however, seemed disposed to 
tdopt a different opinion. To determine th^ question, 
our commander ordered some buckets of vaster to be 
drawn up from alongside the ship, which were found 
full of an innumerable quantity of small globular insects, 
about the size of a common pin's head, and quite trams* 
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parent Though no life was perceived in them, there 
could be no doubt of their being living animals, when 
in their own proper element, and Mr. Forster became 
now well satisfied that they were the cause of the sea's 
illumination. 

On the 30th, the Resolution and Adventure anchored 
in Table Bay ; soon afler which captain Cook went oa 
shore, and accompanied by captain Fumeauz and the 
two Mr. Forsters, waited on Baron I^lattenberg, the 
governor of the Cape of Good Hope, who • ecei?ed the 
gentlemen with great politeness, and proMiised them 
every assistance the place could afford. Fi<im him our 
commander learned that two French shi^is from the 
Mauritius, about eight months before, had discovered 
land in the latitude of 48° south, along which thev 
sailed forty miles, till they came to a bay, into which 
they were upon the point of entering when they were 
driven oif and separated in a hard gale of wind. Pre> 
viously to this misfortone they had lost some of their 
boats and people, that had been sent to sound the bay 
Captain Cook was also infonned by Baron Plettenberg 
that in the molnth of March two other ships from the 
island of Mauritius had touched at the Cape in their 
way 'to the South Pacific Ocean, where they were 
going to make discoveries under the command of M. 
Marion. 

From the healthy condition of the crews both of the 
Resolution and Adventure, it was imagined by the cap* 
tain that his stay at the Cape would be very short. 
But the necessity of waiting till the requisite provi- 
sions could be prepared and collected, kept him more 
than three weeks at this place ; which time was im- 
proved by him in ordering both the ships to be caulked 
and painted, and in taking care that, in every respect, 
their condition should be as good as when they left 
England. 

On the 22d of November our commander sailed 
from the Cape of Good Hope, and proceeded on his 
voyage in search of a southern continent. Having 
.rotten clear of the land, he directed his course for 
5ape Circumcision; and judging that cold weather 
ivooid soon approach, he ordered slops to be served 
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to such of the people as were in want of them, and 
gave to each man the feamoagh^ jacket and trowsers 
allowed by the 'admiralty On the 29th, the wind, 
which was west-north-^est, increased to a storm, that 
continued with some few intervals of moder^^e wea- 
ther, till the 6th of December. By this gale, which 
was attended with hail and rain, and which blew at 
times with such violence that the ships could carry no 
sails, our voyagers were driven far to the eastward of 
their intended course, and no hopes were lefl to the 
captain of reaching Cape Circumcision. A still gVeater 
misfortune was the loss of the principal part of the 
live stock on board, conHsting of sheep, hogs and 
geese. At the same time the sudden transition from 
■ warm, miW weather, to weather whicn vwas extremely 
cold and wet, was so severely felt by our people that it 
was necessary to make some addition to their allowance 
of spirits, by giving each of them a dram on particular 
occasions. 

Our navigators on the 10th of December began to 
meet with islands of ice. Qne of these islands was so 
much concealed from them by the haziness of the 
weather, accompanied with snow and sleet, that they 
were steering directly towards it, and did not see it till 
it was at a less distance than that of a mile. Captain 
Cook judged it to be about fifly feet high, and half a 
mile in circuit. It was flat at the top and its sides 
rose in a perpendicular direction, against which the 
sea broke to a great height. The weather. continuing 
to be hazy, the captain, on account of the ice islands, « 
was obliged to proceed with the utmost caution. Six 
of them were passed on the 12th, some of which 
were nearly two miles in circuit, and sixty feet high ; 
nevertheless, such were the force and height of the 
waves, that the sea broke quite over them. Hence 
was exhibited a view that for a few moments wag 

{ leasing to the eye, but the pleasure was soon swal- 
owed up in the horror whicn seized upon the mind 
from the prospect of danger. For if a ship should be 
so unfortunate as to get on the weather side of one of 
these islands, she would be dashed to pieces in a* mo- ^ 
ment 
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The yessels, on the 14th, were stopped by an immense 
field of low ice, to w|^ich no end could be seen, either 
to the east, west, or south. In different parts of thia 
field were Islands or hills of ice. like those which our 
voyaeers had found floating in uie sea, and twenty of 
which had presented themselves to view the day be- 
fore. Some of the people on board imafi;ined that they 
■aw land over the ice, and Captain Cook himself at 
first entertained the same sentiment. But upon more 
narro'yly examining these ice-hills, and the various ap- 
pearances they mad« when seen through the haze, he 
was induced to change his opinion. On the i8th. 



which perpetually succeeded one another ; which were 
almost .equally dangerous, and the avoiding of which 
was a matter of the greatest difficulty. Qut perilous as 
it is to sail in a thick fog, among these floating rocks, 
as our commander properly called them, this is pre- 
ferable to the- being entangled with immense fields 
of ice under the same circumstances. In this latter 
case the great danger to be apprehended is the ^tting 
fast in the ice, a situation which would be alarming in 
the highest degree. 

It had been a generally received opinion, that such 
ice as hath now boen described, is formed in bays and 
rivers. Agreeably to this supposition, our voyagers 
' were led to believe that land was not far dBfnt, and 
that it lay to the southward, behind the Ice. As, there- 
fore* they had sailed above thirty leagues along the 
edge of the ice, without finding a passage to the south. 
Captain Cook determined to run thirty or forty leagues 
to the east, and afterwards to endeavour to get to the 
southward. IfTin this attempt, he met with no land 
or other impediment, his design was to stretch behind 
the ice, and thus to bring the matter to a decision. 
The weather at this time affected the senses with a feel- 
ing of cold much greater than that which was pointed 
out by the thermometer, so that the whole crew com- 
plained. In order the better to enable them to sustain 
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ihe leTerity of the cold, the captain directed th« 
■leevea of their jackets to be lengthened with baize, 
and had a cap made for each man of the same stuff, 
strengthened with canvass. These precautions greatly 
contnbuted to their comfort and advantage. It is 
worthy of observation that although the weather was 
as sharp on the 25th of December, as might have been 
expected in the same month of the year in any part 
of England, this was the middle of summer with out 
navigators. Some of the people now appearing^ to 
have symptoms of the scurvy, fresh wort was e^ven 
vhem evenr day, prepared under the direction of the 
surgeons from the malt i^ich had been provided for 
the purpose. 

By the 29th, it became sufficiently ascertained from 
the course our commander had pursued, that the field 
of ice, along whiph'the ships had sailed, did not join 
' to any land as had been conjectured. At this time 
Captain Cook came to a resolution, provided he m^t 
with no impediment, to run as far west as the meri- 
dian of Cape Circumcision. While he was prosecut- 
ing this design, a gale arose on the 3l8t, which brought 
with it such a sea as rendered it very dangerous for 
the vessels to remain among the ice ; and the danger 
was increased by discovering an immense field to the 
north, which extended farther than the eye could reach. 
As our voyagers were not above two or three miles 
from this field, and were surrounded by loose ice, 
there was no time to deliberate. They hauled to the 
south, and though they happily got clear, it was not 
till the ships had received seveml hard knocks from 
the loose pieces which were of the largest kind. On 
Friday, the 1st of January, 1773, the gale abated, and 
on the next day in the afternoon, our people had the 
felicity of enjoying the sight of the moon, the face of 
which had not been seen by them but once since they 
had departed from the Cape of Good Hopeu Hence 
a judgment may be formed of the sort of weather 
they had been exposed to from the time of their leav 
in^ that place. The present opportunity was eagerly 
seized for making several observations of the sun and 
moon. 
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Captain Cook was now nearly in the same Iongitad« 
which is assifrned to Cape Circumcision, and aboQl 
ninety-five leagues to the south of the latitude in 
which it is said to lie. At the same time the weather 
was so clear, that land might have been seen at the 
distance of fourteen or fifteen leagues. He concluded 
it, therefore, to be very probable, that what BouTet 
took for land was nothing but mountains of ice, sur- 
rounded by loose or field ice. Our present navigators 
had naturally been led into a similar mistake. The 
conjecture, that such ice as had lately been seen waa 
joined to land, was a very plausible one, though not 
founded on fact Upon the whole, there was good rea- 
son to believe that no land was to be met with under 
this meridian, between the latitude of fifly-five and 
fifty-nine, where some had been supposed to exist. 

Amidst the obstructions Captam Cook was exposed 
to, from the ice islands, which perpetually succeeded 
each other, he derived one advantage, and that 
was, a supply of fresh water. Though the melt- 
ing and stowing away of the ice takes up some time, 
and is indeed, rather tedious, this method of watering 
ifl otherwise the most expeditious our commander had 
ever known. The water produced was perfectly sweet 
and well tasted. Upon the ice islands, penguins, alba- 
trosses, and other birds were frequently seen. ^ It had 
hitherto been the received opinion, that such birds ne- 
ver go far from land, and that the sight of them is a sure 
indication of its vicinity. That this opinion is not well 
founded, at least where ice islands exist, was now 
evinced by multiplied experience. 

By Sunday the 17th of January, Captain Cook 
reached the latitude of 67° 15' south, when he could 
advance no farther. At this time the ice was entirely 
closed to the south, in the whole extent from east to 
west-south-west, without the least appearance of any 
opening. The captain, therefore, thought it no longer 
prudent to persevere in sailing southward, especially 
as the summer was already half spent, and there was 
httle reason to hope that it would be found practicable 
to get round the ice. Having taken this resolution, 
he determined to proceed directly in search of the 

You I L ?♦ 
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land which had lately been discovered by the French, 
and as, in pursuing his purpose, the weather was clear 
at intervals, he spread the ships abreast four miiea 
from each other, in order the better to investigate any 
Ihing that might lie in their way. On the 1st J* '^*'°j; 
ruary our voyagers were in the latitude of 40 dy 
south, and in longitude 53^ 7 east, nearly in the men- 
dian of the island of St. Mauritius. This was the 
situation in which the land, said to have been discover- 
ed by the French, was to be expected ; but as no 
signs of it had appeared, our commander bore away 
to the east. Captain Furneaux, on the same day, in- 
formed Captain Cook that he had just seen a ^^rge float 
of sea or rock weed, and about it several of the birda 
called divers. These were certain signs of the vicini- 
ty of land, though whether it lay to the east or west 
could not possibly be known. Our commander, there- 
fore, formed the design of proceeding in his present 
latitude four or five degrees of longitude to the west 
of the meridian he was now in, and then to pursue ma 
researches eastward. The west and north-west winds, 
which had continued for some days, prevented him 
from carrying this purpose into execution. However, 
he was convinced from the perpetual high sea he had 
lately met with, that there could be no great extent of 
land to the west. 

While Captain Cook, on the next tlay, was steering 
eastward, Captain Furneaux told him that he thought 
the land was to the north-west of them ; as he had at 
one time observed the sea to be smooth, when the 
wind blew in that direction. This observation was by 
no means conformable to the remarks which had been 
made by our commander himself. Nevertheless, such 
was his readiness to attend to every suggestion, that he 
resolved to clear up the point, if the wind would admit 
of his getting to the west in any reasonable time. The 
wind, by veering to the north, did admit of his pursuing 
the search, and the result of it was, his conviction that 
if any land was near, it could only be an island of no 
considerable extent. 

Captain Cook and his philosophical Triends, while 
*hey were traversing this part of the Southern oceao. 
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paid particular attention to the variation of the coro- 
pafis, which they found to be from 27=> SC to 30^ 26^ 
west Probably the mean of the two extremes, viz. 
29^ 4' was the nearest the truth, as it coincided with 
the variation observed on board the Adventuie. One 
unaccountable circumstance is worthy of notice, though 
it did not now occur for the first time. It is, that 
when the sun was on the starboard of the ship the va- 
riation was the least, and when the larboard side, the 
greatest. 

On the 8th, our commander, in consequence of no 
signals having been answered by the Adventure, had 
reason to apprehend that a separation had taken 
place. After waiting two days, during which guns 
were kept discharging and false fires were burnediin 
the night, the fact was confirmed, so that the Resolu* 
tion was obhged to proceed alone in her voyage. As 
she pursued her course, penguins and other birds 
from time to time appeared in great numbers; the 
meeting with which gave our navigators some hopes 
of finding land, and occasioned various speculations 
with regard to its situation. Experience, however, 
convinced them that no stress was to be laid on sach 
hopes. They were so often deceived that they could 
no longer look upon any of the oceanic birds, which 
frequent high latitudes, as sure signs of the vicinity of 
land. 

In the morning of the 17th, between midnight and 
three o'clock, lights were seen* in the heavens similar 
to those which are known in the northern hemisphere 
by the name of the Aurora Borealis. Captain Cook 
had never heard that an Aurora Australis had been 
seen before. The officer of the watch observed, that 
it sometimes broke out in spiral rays and in a circular 
form, at which time its light was very strong, and its 
appearance beautiful. It was not perceived to have 
any particular direction ; on the contrary, at various 
times it was conspicuous in different parts of the 
heavens, and diffused its light throughout the whole at- 
mosphere. 

On the 20th, our navigators imagined that they saw 
land to the south-west. Their conviction of its real 
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existeiice was so stron?, that they had no doubt of the 
matter, and accordingly they endeavoured to work 
tip to it, in doing which, the weather was favoarable 
to their purpose. However, what had been taken for 
land proved only to be clouds, that in the evening 
entirely disappeared and \e(i a clear horizon, in which 
nothing could be discerned but ice islands. At night 
the Aurora Australis was again seen, and the appea^ 
ance it assumed was very brilliant and luminous. It 
firRt discovered itself in the east, and in a short time 
spread over the whole heavens. 

In the night of the 23d, when the ship was in lati- 
tude 61° 52' south, and longitude 95^ ^ east, the 
weather being exceedingly stormy, thick, and hazy, 
with sleet and snow, our voyagers were on every side 
surrounded with danger. In such a situation it was 
natural for them to wish for day-light ; but. day-light, 
when it came, served only to increase their apprehen- 
sions, by exhibiting those huge mountains of ice to 
their view, which the darkness had prevented them 
from seeing. These unfavourable circumstances at 
80 advanced a season of the year, discouraged Cap- 
tain Cook from putting into execution a resolution he 
had formed of once more crossing the antartic circle. 
Accordingly, early in the morning of the 24th, he 
stood to the north with a very hard gale and a very 
high sea, which made great destruction among the ice 
islands. But so far was this incident from oeing of 
any advantage to our navivgators, that it greatly in- 
creased the number of pieces they had to avoid. The 
large pieces which broke from the ice islands, were 
foand to be much mor; dangerous than the islands 
themselves. While the latter rose so high out of the 
water that they could generally be seen, unless the 
weather was very thick and hazy, before our people 
nearly approached them, the others could not be oia- 
cemed in the night, till they were under the ship*! 
bows. These dangers, however, were now become so 
ftmiliar to the captain and his company, that the ap- 
prehensiona they caused were never of long daration* 
Md a compensation was, m some degree, made for 
••^em, by the seaionable supplies of 2^esb water, wliieh 
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the ice i&iands afforded, and by their very romantic ap* 
pearance. The foaming and dashing of the waves inM 
Che curious holes and caverns which were formed ia 
many of them, greatly heightened the scene ; and the 
whole exhibited a view that at once filled the mind with 
admiration and horror, and could only be described by 
the hand of an abler painter. 

In sailing from the 25th to the 2dth, the wind was 
accompanied with a large hollow sea, which rendered 
Captain Cook certain, that no land of any con;«iderabIe 
extent could lie within a hundred or a imndred and 
fifly leagues from east to south-west. Though this 
was still the summer season in that part of the world, 
and the weather was become somewhat warmer than 
It had been before, yet such were the effects of the 
sold, that a sow having farrowed nine pigs in the morn- 
ing, all of them, notwithstanding the utmost care to 
prevent it, were killed before four o'clock in the after- 
noon. Frv.m this same cause, the captain himself and 
several of his people had their fingers and toes chil- 
blained. For some days afterward the cold consider- 
ably abated, but still it could not be said that there was 
summer weather, according to our commander's ideas 
of summer in the northern hemisphere, as far as sixty 
degrees of latitude, which was nearly as far as he had 
then been. 

As he proceeded on his voyage, from the 28th of 
February to the 11th of March, he had ample reason to 
conclude, from the swell of the sea and other circum- 
stances, that there could be no land to the south but 
what must lie at a great distance. 

The weather having been clear on the 13th and 14th, 
Mr. Wales had an opportunity of getting some observa- 
tions of the sun and moon ; the results of which, re- 
duced to noon, when the latitude was 58^ 22' south, 
gave 136^ 22' east longitude. Mr. Kendal's and Mr. 
Arnold's watches gave each of them 134° 42', and this 
was the first and only time In which they pointed oat 
the same longitude since the ships had departed from 
England. The greatest difference, however, between 
them, since our voyagers had left the Cape, had not 
fflach exceeded two degrees. 
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From the moderate and what might almost be called 

Sleasant weather, which had occurred for two or three 
ays, Captain Cook began to wish that he had been a 
few degrees of latitude farther south, and he was even 
tempted to incline his courae that way. But he soon 
met with weather which convinced him that he had 
proceeded full far enough, and that the time was ap- 
proaching when these seas could not be navigated 
without enduring intense cold. As he advanced in his 
course he became perfectly assured, from repeated 
proofs, that he had left no land behind him in the di- 
rection of west-south'west, and that no land lay to the 
Bouth on this side sixty degrees of latitude. He came, 
therefore, to a resolution on the 17th, to quit the high 
Boathern latitudes and to proceed to New Zealand, 
with a view of looking for the Adventure and of re- 
freshing his people. He had also some thoughts and 
even a desire of visiting the east coast of Van Die- 
man's Land, in order to satisfy himself A^hether it 
joined the coast of New South Wales. The wind, 
however, not permitting him to execute this part of his 
design, he shaped his course for New Zealand, in sight 
of which he arrived on the 25th, and where he came to 
anchor on the day following, in Dusky Bay. He had 
now been a hundred and seventeen days at sea, during 
which time he had sailed three thousand six hundred 
and sixty leagues without having once come within 
Bight of land. 

After so long a voyage, in a high southern latitude, 
it might reasonably have been expected that many of 
Captain Cook's people would be ill of the scurvy. 
This, however, was not the case. So salutary were the 
effects of the sweet wort and several articles of pro- 
vision, and especially of the frequent airing and sweet- 
ening of the ship, that there was only one man on 
board who could be said to be much afflicted with the 
disease, and even in that man it was chiefly .occasioned 
by a bad habit of body and a complication of other 
disorders. 

As our commander did not like the place in which 
he had anchored, he sent Lieutenant Pickersgill over 
to the south-east side of the bay in search of a better 
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and the lieutenant succeeded in finding a harbour thai 
was in every respect desirable. In the meanwhile, the 
fishing-boat was very successful, returning with fish 
sufficient for the whole crew's supper ; Lnd in the 
morning of the next day as many were caught as 
served for dinner. Hence were derived certain hopes 
of being plentifully supplied with this article. Nor did 
the shores and woois appear more destitute of wild- 
fowl, so that our people had the prospect of enjoying 
with ease, what, in their situation, might be called the 
luxuries of life. These agreeable circumstances de- 
termined Captain Cook to stay some time in the bay, 
in order to examine it thoroughly, as no one had ever 
landed before on any of the southern parts of New 
Zealand. 

On the 27th, the ship entered Pickersgill Harbonr, 
Cor so it was called from the name of the gentleinan 
by whom it had first been discovered. Here wood for 
fuel and other purposes, was immediately at hand, 
and a fine stream of fresh water was not above a hun- 
dred yards from the stern of the vessel. Our voyagers 
being thus advantageously situated, began vigorously to 
prepare for their necessary occupations, ■ by clearing 
places in the woods, in order to set up the astronomer's 
observatory, and the forge for the iron work, and to 
erect tents for the sail-makers and coopers. They ap- 
plied themselves, also, to the brewing of beer from the 
branches or leaves of a tree which greatly resembled 
the American black spruce. Captain Cook was per- 
suaded, from the knowledge which he had of this tree, 
and from the similarity it bore to the spruce, that, with 
the addition of inspissated juice of wort and moluses, 
it would make a very wholesome liquor, and supply the 
want of vegetables, of which the country was destitute. 
It appeared, by the event, that he was not mistaken in 
hk judgment. 

Several of the natives were seen on the 28th, who 
took little notice of the English, and were very shy of 
access ; and the captain did not choose to force an in- 
tercourse v/ith them, as he had been instructed by 
former experience that the best method of obtaining 
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it was to leave the time and place to tbemaeWes 
While our commander continued in hia present aitua 
lion, he took every opportunity of examining the bay 
Aa he was prosecuting hia survey of it, on the 6th of 
April, his attention was directeid to the north side, 
where he discovered a fine capacious cove, in the hot* 
tom of which is a fresh- water river. On the west side 
are several beautiful cascades, and the shores are ao 
steep that water might directly be conveyed from them 
into the ship. Fourteen ducks, besides other birds, 
having been shot in this place, he gave it the name of 
Duck Cove. When he was returning in the evening 
he met with three of the natives, one man and two 
women, whose fears he soon dissipated, and whom he 
engaged in a conversation that was little understood oo 
either side. The youngest of the women had a volu 
bility of tongue that could not be exceeded, and she 
entertained Captain Cook and the gentlemen who ac- 
companied him, with a dance. 

By degrees our commander obtained the eood will 
and confidence of the Indians. His presents, however, 
were at first received with much indifference, hatchete 
and spike-nails excepted. At a visit on the 12th, from a 
family of the natives, the captain, perceiving they ap- 

C ached the ship with great caution, met them in a 
t which he quitted when he came near them, and went 
into their canoe. After all, he could not prevail upon 
them to go on board the Resolution, but at length tney 
put on shore in a little creek, and seating themselves 
abreast of the English vessel, entered into familiar con- 
versation with several of the officers and seamen, in 
which they paid a much greater regard to some, whom 
they probably mistook for females, than to others. So 
well indeed, were they now reconciled to our voyagers, 
that they took up th^ir quarters nearlv within the dis- 
tance of a hundred yards from the ship s watering-place. 
Captain Cook, in his interview with them, had caused 
the bagpipes and fife to play and the drum to beat. The 
two former they heard with apparent insensibility, but 
Uie latter excited in them a certain degree of attention. 
On the 18th, a chief, wiih whom some connexiona 
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had already been formed, was induced, together with 
his daughter, to come on board the Resolution. Pre* 
viously to his doing it, he presented the captain with a 
piece of cloth and a green talk hatchet. He gave 
also a piece of cloth to Mr. Forster, and the girl gave 
another to Mr. Hodges. Though this custom of mak- 
ing presents before any are received, is common with 
the natives of the South Sea isles, our commander had 
never till now seen it practised in New Zealand 
Another thing performed by ihe chief before he went 
on board, was the taking of a small g-een branch in 
his hand, with which he struck the ship's side several 
times, repeating a speech or prayer. This manner, 
as it were, of makiAg peace, is likewise prevalent 
among all the nations of the South Seas. When the 
chief was carried into the cabin, he viewed every part 
of it with some degree of surprise, but it was not poa> 
sihie to fix his attention to any one object for a single 
moment. The works of art appeared to him in the same 
Ii|(ht as those of nature, and were equally distant from 
his powers of comprehension. He and his daughter 
seemed to be the most struck with the number of the 
decks and other parts of the ship. 

As Captain Uook proceeded in examining Dusky 
Bay, he occasionally met with some few more of the 
natives with regard to whom he used every mode of 
conciliation. On the 20th, the chief and his family, 
who had been more intimate with our navigators than 
any of the rest of the Indians, went away and never 
returned again. This was the more extraordinary, as 
in all his visits he had been gratified with presents. 
From different persons he had gotten nine or ten hatch* 
ets and three or four times that number of large spike- 
nails, besides a variety of other articles. So far as these 
things might be deemed riches in New Zealand, he was 
undoubtedly become by far the most wealthy man in 
the whole country. 

One employment of our voyagers while in Dusky 
Bay, consisted in seal-hunting, an animal which was 
found serviceable for three purposes. The skins were 
mad'S use of for rigging, the fat afforded oil for the 
lamps, and the flesh was eaten. On the 24tb, the cap- 
8 
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tain having five geese remaining of those lie had 
brought with him from the Cape of Good Hope, went 
and left them at a place to which he gave the 21? me of 
Goose Cove. This place he fixed upon for two rea- 
sons ; first, because there were no inhabitants to dis- 
turb them, and secondly, because here was th2 greatest 
supply of proper food, so that he had no doubt of their 
breeding, and hoped that in time they might spread 
over the whole country, to its eminent advantage. 
Some days afterward, when every thing belonging to 
the ship had been removed from the shore, he set fire 
to the topwood in order to dry a piece of ground, 
which he dug up and sowed with several sorts of gar 
den seeds. The soil indeed, was not suc*i as to pro 
mise much success to the planter, but it was the best 
that could be discovered. 

The 25ih of April was the eighth fair day our peo- 
ple had successively enjoyed, and there was reason to 
believe that such a circumstance was vary uncommon 
in the place where they now lay, and at ihat season of 
the year. This favourable weather fxfforded them the 
opportunity of more speedily completing their wood 
and water, and of putting the ship into a condition for 
sea. On the evening of the 2f>th it began to rain, 
and the weather was afterward extremely variable, 
being at times in a high degree wet, cold, and stormy. 
Nothing, however, prevented Captain Cook from pro- 
secuting, with his usual sagacity and diligence, his 
search into every part of Dusky Bay ; and as there 
are few places in New Zealand where necessary re- 
freshments may be so plentifully obtained as in this 
bay, he hath taken care to give such a description of 
it and of the adjacent country as may be of service to 
succeeding navigators. Although this country lies far 
remote from what is now the trading part of the world, 
yet, as he justly observes, we can by no means tell what 
use future ages may derive from the discoveries made in 
the present. 

The various anchoring places are delineated on our 
commander's chart, and the most convenient of them 
he his particularly described. Not only about Dusky 
Bay, but through all the southern part of the western 
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coast of Tavai-poenammo, the country is exceedingly 
mountainous. A prospect mora rude and craggy is 
rarely to be met with ; for inland, there are only to be 
seen the summits of mountains of a tremendous height, 
and consisting of rocks that are totally barren and 
naked excepting where they are covered with snow. 
But the land which borders on the sea-coast is thickly 
clothed with wood almost down to the water's edge, 
and this is the case with regard to all the adjoining 
islands. The trees afe of various kinds, and are fit for 
almost every possible use. Excepting in the river 
Thames, Captnin Cook had not found finer timber in 
all New Zealand; the most considerable species of 
which is the spruce-tree, for that name he had given 
it from the similarity of its foliage to the American 
spruce, though the wood is more ponderous, and bears 
a greater resemblance to the pitch pine Many of these 
trees are so large that they would be able to furnish 
main-masts for fifty gun ships. Amidst the variety of 
aromatic trees and shrubs which this part of New Zea- 
land produced, there was none which bore fruit fit to 
be eaten. The country was not found so destitute of 
quadrupeds as was formerly imagined. 

As Dusky Bay presented many advantages to our 
navigators, so it was attended with some disagreeable 
circumstances. There were great numbers of small, 
black sand flics, which were troublesome to a degree 
that our commander had never experienced before. 
Another evil arose from the continual quantity of rain 
that occurred in the bay. This might, indeed, in part 

Proceed from the season of the year : but it is pro- 
lible that the country must at all times be subject to 
much wet weather, in consequence of the vast height 
and vicinity of the mountains. It was remarkable that 
the rain, though our people were perpetually exposed 
to it, was not productive of any evil consequences. 
On the contrary, such of the men as were sick and 
complaining when they entered the bay, recovered 
daily, and the whole crew soon became strong and 
vigorous. So happy a circumstance could only be 
attributed to the healthiness of tlie place and tho fresh 
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IJTovifioiiB it iiff"ord6d,among which the beer was a very 
maTPritiL article. 

The iiihabiLiinLs of Dusky Bay are of the same race 
with the nthi^r njiti^ea of New Zealand, speak the same 
lanpriiatre, nnd adhere nearly to the same customs. 1 heir 
mcKle nf life appearB to be a wandering one, and thougn 
Lhey ire few in number, no traces were remarked of their 
! n iti t U c s hei n K t n n ne cted together in any cl ose bonds oi 
umnn. or frif^idi^Uip. 

While the Resoiiition lay in the bay, Mr. Wales mado 
n vnrtelif oT Hf^ieiitlfic observations relative to latitude 
and U>ngrjttidc, the variation of the compass, and the m- 
vcrrtlty of the tide.q^ , 

When Cnptain Cook left Dusky Bay, he directed 
hi» cnurae for Qm^eii Charlotte's Sound, where he ex 
pected to find the Adventure. This was on the 11th 
ofj^'lay^and iioLUinj^ remarkable occurred till the I7th, 
when the wind at once flattened to a calmi, the sky be- 
came eiiddei^ly nb^cured by dark dense clouds, and 
hi*re whb every prognostication of a tempOfet. Soon 
■FLorj stK water-ripouts were seen, four of which rose 
and Hppnt thrmsefves between the ship and the land ; 
th« fifth was ftt a. considerable distance on the other 
BJdfl of the vessel, and the sixth, the progressive mo- 
tion of wHtcli wiis not in a straight, but in a crooked 
line, paasrrt wiihin fifty yards of the stern of the Reso- 
lution, without prf>ducing any evil effect. As the cap- 
tain hod \i^iit\ iiifarmed that the firing of a gun would 
diftsipatc watitr^s pouts, he was sorry that he had not 
tried tiie Rspiiriment. But though he w^as near 
enough, ttnd h^d a gun ready for the purpose, his 
mind waft bo deeply engaged in viewing these extra- 
ordinary meioorB, that he forgot to give the necessary 
Qireetions. 

On the next *iay the Resolution came within sight 
of <iu*!f-.n ChiirVritte's Sound, where Captain Cook had 
the Baibtrtr^ticm of discovering the Adventure, and 
t*oth abips felt uncommon joy at thus meeting again 
after an atauRiice of fourteen weeks. As the evente 
>«nlch hjip;H*n«d lo captain Furneaux during the sepa- 
— ■mUan of the two vesseb, do not fall within the imme- 
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diate design of the present narrative, it may be suffi- 
cient to o^rve, that he had an opportunity of examin- 
ing with somewhat more accuracy, than had hitherto 
been done. Van Diemen's Land ; and his opinion was, 
that there are no straits between this laud and New 
Holland, but a very deep bay. He met, likewise, with 
farther proofs that the natives of New Zealand are 
eaters of human flesh. 

The morning after Captain Cook's arrival in Queen 
Charlotte's Sound, he went himself at day-break, to 
look for scurvy-grass, celery, and other -vegetables, 
and be had the good fortune to return with a boa^- 
load in a very short space of time. Having found 
that a su/ilbient quantity of these articles might be 
obtained for the crews of both the ships, he gave 
orders that they should be boiled with wheat and 
portable broth every day for breakfast, and with 
peatie and broth for dinner. Experience had taught 
tiim that the vegetables now mentioned, when thus 
dressed, are extremely beneficial to seamen in remov- 
ing the various scorbutic complaints to which they are 
Bubject. 

Our commander had entertained a desire of visiting 
Van Dieman's Land, in order to inform himself whe- 
ther it made a part of New Holland. But as this point 
had been, in a great measure, cleared up by Captain 
Fumeaux, he came to a resolution to continue his re- 
Bearches to the east, between the latitudes of 4P and 
46^, and he directed accordingly, that the shipa 
ahould be gotten ready for putting to sea as soon as 
possible. On the 20th he sent on shore the only ewe 
and ram that remained of those which, with the inten- 
tion of leaving them in this country, he had brought 
from the Cape of Grood Hope. Soon after, he visited 
aeveral gardens, that by order of Captain Fumeaux 
bad been made and planted with various articles, all 
of which were in such a flourishing state, that if duly 
attended to, they promised to be of great utilitv to 
the natives. The next day Captain Cook himself set 
■ome men to work to form a garden on Long Island, 
which he stocked with different seeds, and particularly 
with tbD rooU of tomips, carrots, parsnips, and poU- 
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toes. These were the vegetables that would be of 
the most real use to the Indians, and of these it waa 
easy to give them an idea, by comparing them with 
such roots as they themselves knew. On the 23d 
Captain Cook received the unpleasant intelligence, that 
the ewe and ram, which with so much care and trouble 
ne had brought to this place, were both of them found 
dead. It was supposed that they had eaten some poison- 
ous plant, and by this accident all the captain's hopes 
of stocking New Zealand with a breed of sheep were 
instantly blasted. 

The intercourse which our great navigator had with 
the inhabitants of the country during this his second 
visit to Queen Charlotte's Sound, was of a friendly 
nature. Two or three families took up their abode 
near the ships, and employed themselves daily in fish 
ing, and in supplying the English with the fruits of 
their labour. No small advantage hence accrued to 
our people, who were by no means such expert fishers 
as the natives, nor were any of our methods of fishing 
equal to theirs. Thus, in almost every state of society, 
particular arts of life are carried to perfection, and there 
is something which the most polished nations may learn 
from the most barbarous. 

On the 2d of June, when the Resolution and Ad* 
venture were almost ready to put to sea, Captain 
Cook sent on shore on the east side of the sound, two 
goats, a male and female; and Captain Furneux left 
near Cannibal Cove, a boar and two breeding sows. 
The gentlemen had little doubt but that the country 
would in time be stocked with these animals, provided 
they were not destroyed by the Indians before they be- 
came wild. Afterwards there would be no danger, and 
as the natives knew nothing of their being left behind, 
it was hoped that it might be some time before they 
would be discovered. 

It is remarkable, that during Captain Cook's second 
visit to Charlotte's Sound, he was not able to recollect 
the face of any one person whom he had seen there 
three years before. Nor did it once appear that even 
a single Indian had the least knowledge of our com- 
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mander, or of any of our people who had been with 
him in his last voyage. Hence he thought it highly 
prohabl?, thai the greatest part of the natives who 
inhabited this sound in the beginning of the year 
1770, had either since been driven out of it, or had 
removed of their own accord to some other situation. 
Not one-third of the inhabitants were there now that 
had been seen at that time. Their strong hold on the 
point of Motuara was deserted, and in every part of the 
sound many forsaken habitations were discovered. In 
the captain's opinion, there was not any reason to be- 
lieve that the place had ever been very popnioua. 
From comparing the two voyages together, it may be 
collected that the Indians of Eahei-nomauwe are in 
somewhat of a more improved state of society than 
those of Tavai-poenammo. 

Part of the 4th of June was employed by Cnptain 
Cook in visiting a chief and a whole tribe of the 
natives, consisting of between ninety and a hundred 
persons, including men, women, and children. After 
the captain had distributed some presents among these 
people, and shown to the chief the gardens which had 
been made, he returned on board and spent the re- 
mainder of the day in the celebration of his royal 
master's nativity. Captain Furneaux and all his officers 
were invited upon the occasion, and the seamen were 
enabled, by a double allowance, to partake of the gene- 
ral joy. 

As some might think it an extraordinary step in our 
commander to proceed in discoveries so far south as 
forty-six degrees of latitude, in the very depth of win- 
ter, he has recorded his motives for this part of his con- 
duct. Winter, he acknowledges, is by no means fa- 
vourable for discoveries. Nevertheless, it appeared 
to him to be necessary that something should be done 
in that season in order to lessen the work in which ho 
was engaged, and lest he should not be able to finish 
the discovery of the southern part of the South Pacific 
Ocean in the ensuing summer. Besides, if he should 
discover any land in his route to the east, he would be 
ready to begin to explore it as soon as ever the season 
■hould be favourable. Independently of all these con- 
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siderations he had little to fear; having two good 
ships well provided, and both the crews being healtny 
Where then could he better employ his time 1 u ae 
did nothing more, he was at least in hopes of being en- 
abled to point out to posterity, that these seas may d* 
navigated, and that it is practicable to pursue discoveries 
even in the depth of winter. Such was the ardour ol 
our navigator ror prosecuting the ends of his voyage, in 
circumstances which would have induced most men to 
act a more cautious part. , « 

During Captain Cook*8 stay in the sound, he had 
observed, that the second visit to this country had not 
mended the morals of the natives of either sex. He 
had always looked upon the females of New Zealand 
as more chaste than the generality of Indian women- 
Whatever favours a few of them might have granted 
lo the people of the Endeavour, such intercourses 
usually tooK place in a private manner, and did not 
appear to be encouraged by the men. But now the 
captain was told, that the male Indians were the chief 
prompters of this shameful traffic, and that, for a spike- 
nail, or any other thing they valued, they would oblige 
the women to prostitute themselves, whether it were 
agreeable or contrary to their inclinations. At the 
same time no regard was paid to the privacy which de- 
cency required. The account of this fact must be read 
^A if '*"*^®''" by every well-wisher to the good order 
and happmess of society, even without adverting to 
considerations of a higher nature. 

o ^^u °^ •'""®» Captain Cook put to sea from 
Viueeu Charlotte's Sound, with the Adventure in com- 
Su ^" T . ^^* **"*" ^^e nautical part of the route from 
rSr ^®*]*n<l to Otaheite, which continued till tbe 
i-i? August, and shall only select such circuro- 

siances as are more immediately suitable to the design 
T»il •iP'^'*u"' narrative. It was found, on the 29th of 
tiJL' fi '"® ^"^"^ ^^ 'be Adventure were in a sickly 
ST' ^ *■ ^^^^ ^*« tJead, and about twenty of her 
«^LJ^®"j^®''® rendered incapable of duty by the 
■curvy and flux. At this time no more than three 
men were on the sick list on board the Resolution; 
■na only one of these was attacked with the scurvy. 
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ftf it ^^^'^T** however, began to discover th< 

^I^'^^Uiafiii » accordingly, recourse was ha 

'^e^tS!^.^^ carrots, and the rob of 1 

t^r^PtawT o ^^^ ^8*ia^ success. 

^ha^^^ %^ ^^^ could not account for the 
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sickly state of the Adventure's people required tt 
speedy an arrival as possible at a place of refreshment. 
A sight of it, however, would have been of use in ve- 
rifying or correcting, not only the longitude of Pitr 
>cairn*8 Island, but of the others discovered by ^Captain 
'Carteret in that neighbourhood. It is a diminution of the 
•value of that gentleman's voyage, that his longitude was 
not confirmed by astronomical observation, and that 
rhence it was liable to errors, the correction of which 
was out of his power. 

As Capuin Cook had now gotten to the northward 
«f Captam Carteret's track, he no longer entertained any 
'hopes of discovering a continent. Islands were all that 
he could expect to find, until he returned again to the 
south. In this and his former voyage, he had crossed 
the ocean in the latitude of 40^ and upwards, without 
meeting any thing which could, in the least, induce him 
to believe that he should attain the great object of his 

Eursuit. Every circumstance concurred to convince 
im, that, between the meridian of America and New 
Zealand, there is no southern continent ; and that there 
is no continent farther to the south, unless in a very' 
high latitude. This, however, was a point too im- 
portant to be left to opinions and conjectures. It was 
to be determined by facts ; and the ascertainment of it 
was appointed, by our commander, for the employment 
•of the ensuing sunwier. 

It was the 6th of August before the ships had thb 
advantage of the trade wind. This they got at south?* 
east, being at that time in the latitude of 19<3 36' south, 
and the longitude of 131<^ 32' west. As Captain Cook 
had obtainecf the south-east trade wind, he directed his 
•coarse to the west-north-west { not only with a view of 
keepmg in with the strength of the wind, but also to 
get to tne north of the islands discovered in his former 
voyage, that he might have a chance of meeting with 
«ny other islands which might lie in the wav. It was 
in the track which had b^n pursued by M. de Bou- 
gainville that our commanaer now proceeded. He 
was sorry that he could* not spare time to sail to the 
north of this track; but at present, on account of the 
«tckly atate of the Adventure's crewvthe arriving at a 
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place where refreshments could be procured, was an 
object superior to that of discovery. To four of the 
islands which were passed by Captain Cook, he gave 
the names of Resolution Island, Doubtful Island, Fur- 
neauz Island, and Adventure Island. They are sup 
posed to be the same that were seen by M. de Bou- 
gainville ; and these with several others, which con- 
stitute a cluster of low and half-drowvned isles, that 
gentleman distinguished by the appellation of the 
Dangerous Archipelago. The smoothness of the sea 
sufficiently convinced ouib navigators that they were 
surrounded by them, and that it was highly necessary 
to proceed with the utmost caution, especially in thie 

Early in the morning, on the 15th of August, the 
ships came within sight of Osnaburg Island, or Maitea, 
which bad been discovered by Captain Wallis. Soon 
after Captain Cook acquainted C^tain Fumeauz that 
it was his' intention to put into Oaiti-piha Bay, near 
the south-east end of Otaheite, for the purpose of pro> 
curing what refreshments he could from that part of 
die island, before he went down to Matavia. A 
six in the evening the island was seen bearing west, 
and our people contmued to advance towards it till 
midnight, when they brought to till four o'clock in 
the morning; after wbica they sailed in for the land 
with a fine breeze at east. At day-break they found 
themselves within the distance of half a leaeue from 
the reef;' and, at the same time, the breeze oegan to 
fail them, and was at last succeeded by a calm. It 
now became necessary for the boats to be hoisted out, 
m order to tow off the ships ; but all the efforts of our 
voyagers to keep them from being carried near the 
reef were insufficient for the purpose. As the calm 
continued, the situation of the vessels became still 
more dangerous. Captain Cook, however, entertain- 
ed hopes of getting round the western point of the 
reef, and into the bay. But, about two o'clock in 
the afternoon, when he came before an opening or 
break of the reei^ through which he had flattered him- 
self that he might get with the ships, he found, on 
■ending to examine it, that there was not a sufficient 
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depth of water. Nevertheless this opening canted 
anch an indraught of the tide of flood through it, as 
was very near proving fatal to the Resolution ; for, as 
soon as the vessels got into the stream, they were 
carried towards the reef with great impetuosity. The " 
moment the captain perceived this, he ordered one of 
the warping machines, which was held in readiness, 
to be carried out with about four hundred fathoms of 
rope ; but it did not produce the least effect ; and our 
navigators had now in prospect^ the horrors of ship- 
wreck. They were not more «than two cables' length 
from the breakers ; and, though it was the only pro- 
bable method which was left of saving the ships, they 
could find no bottom to anchor. An anchor, however, 
they did drop, but before it took hold and brought 
them up, the Resolution was in less than three fathom 
water, and struck at every fall of the sea, which broke 
close under her stern in a dreadful surf, and threatened 
her crew every moment w'th destruction. Happily, 
he Adventure brought up without striking. Present- 
y the Resolution's people carried out two kedge-an- 
chors, with hawsers to each ; and these found ground 
a little without the bower. By heaving upon them, 
and cutting away the bower anchor, the ship was 
gotten afloat, where Captain Cook and his men lay for 
some time in the greatest anxiety, expecting every 
minute that either the kedges would come home, or 
the hawsers be cut in two by the rocks. At length, 
the tide ceased to act in the same direction: upon 
which the captain ordered all the boats to try to tow 
off the vessel. Having found this to be practicable, 
the two kedges were hove up, and at that moment a 
light air came off from the land, by which the boats 
were so much assisted, that the Resolution soon got 
clear of all danger. Our commander then ordered all 
the boats to assist the Adventure; but before they 
reached her, she was under sail with the land breeze, 
and in a little time joined her companion, leaving be- 
hind her three anchors, her coasting cable, and two 
hawsers, which were never recovered. Thus were our 
voyagers once more safe at sea, after narrowly i 
caping being wrecked on the very island, at wh > . 
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bat a few days before, they had most ardently wuhed 
tn arrive. It was a peculiarly happy circumstance, that 
the calm continued, after bringing the ships into so dan- 
gerous a state. For if the sea breeze, as is usually the 
case, had set in, the Resolution must inevitably have 
been lost, and probably the Adventure likewise. 

During the time in which the English were in this 
critical situation, a number of the natives were either 
on board or near the vessels in their canoes. Never- 
theless, they seemed to be insensible of our people^s 
danger, showing not the least surprise, joy, or fear, 
when the ships were striking ; and they went away a 
little before sunset, quite nnconcemed. Though most 
of them knew Captain Cook again, and manv inquired 
for Mr. Banks and others who had been with the cap- 
tain before, it was remarkable that not one of them ask- 
ed for Tupia. 

On the 17th, the Resolution and Adventure anchored 
in Oaiti-piha Bay, immediately upon which they were 
crowded with the inhabitants of the country, who 
brought with them cocoa-nuts, plantains, bananas, 
apples, yams, and other roots, which were exchanged 
for nails and beads. To some, who called themselvea 
chiefs, our commander made presents of shirts, axes, 
and several articles beside, in return for which they 
promised to bring him hogs and fowls : a promiae 
which they did not perform, and which, as might be 
judged from their conduct, they had never haid the 
least intention of performing. In the afternoon of the 
same day, Captain Cook landed in company with Cap- 
tain Furneaux, for the. purpose of viewing the water- 
ing-place, and of sounding the disposition of the na- 
tives. The article of water, which was now much 
wanted on board, he found might conveniently be ob- 
tained, and the inhabitants behaved with great civility. 
Notwithstanding this civility, nothing was brought to 
market the next day, bat fruit and roots, though it 
was said that many hogs were seen about .he houses in 
the neighbourhood. The cry was, that they belonged 
to WaheatQua, the earee de hi, or king ; who had not 
yet appeared, nor, indeed, anv other chief of note. 
Among the Indians that came on board the Reaolutlon, 
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and no small number of whom did not scruple to caU 
themBelves earees, there was one of this so^ who had 
been entertained in the cabin most oj the day, and to 
all of whose friends Captain Gook had made presents, 
a. well as liberally to himself. At length, however 
he was caught taking thipgs which did not belongto 
him. and handing them out of the quarter gallei^. var 
nous complaints of the like nature bemg at the same 
time made against the natives who were on deck, our 
commander turned them all out of the ship. His cabin 
guest was very rapid in his retreat; and the captain 
was so exasperated at his behaviour, that after tne 
earee had gotten to some distance from the Resolution, 
he fired two muskets over his head, by which he was 
BO terrified, that he quitted his canoe and took to the 
water. Captain Cook then sent a boat to take the 
canoe ; but when the boat approached the shore, the 
people on land began to pelt her with stones. The cap- 
tain, therefore, being in some pain for her safety, as 
she was unarmed, went himself in another boat to pro- 
tect her, and ordered a great gun, loaded with ball, to 
be fired along the coast, which made all the Indians re- 
tire from the shore, and he was suffered to bring away 
two canoes without the least show of opposition. In a 
few hours peace was restored, and the canoes were re- 
turned to the first person who came for them. . 

It was not till the evening of this day, that any one 
inquired after Tnpia, and then the inquiry was made 
by only two or three of the natives. When they learn- 
ed the cause of his death they were perfectly satisfied, 
nor did it appedr to our commander that they would 
have felt a nioinent*8 uneasiness, if Tupia's decease had 
proceeded from any other cause than sickness. They 
were as little concerned about Aotourou, the man who 
had gone away with M. de Bougainville. But they 
were continually asking for Mr. Banks, and for several 
others who had accompanied Captain Cook in his for- 
mer voyage. 

Since that voyage, very considerable changes bad 
happened m the country. Toutaha, the regent of the 
greater peninsula of Otaheiie, had been Suied in a 
battle which was fought between the two kingdoms 
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about five months before the Resolution's arriTftl; and 
Otoo was now the reigning prince. Tubourai Tamaide, 
and several more of the principal friends to the English, 
had fallen in this battle, together with a large number 
of the common people. A peace subsisted, at present, 
between the two grand divisions of the island. 

On the 20th, one of the natives carried off a musket 
belonging to the guard on shore. Captain Cook, who 
was lumself a witness of the transaction, sent out some 
of his people after him ; but this would have been to 
very little purpose,if the thief had not been intercepted 
by several of his own countrymen, who pursued nim 
voluntarily, knocked him down, and returned the mus- 
ket to the English. This act of justice prevented our 
commander from being placed in a disagreeable situa* 
lion. If the natives had not given their immediate as- 
sistance, it would scarcely have been in his power to 
have recovered the musket by any gentle means what- 
ever ; and if he had been obliged to have recourse to 
other methods, he was sure of losing more than ten 
times its value. 

The fraud of one, who appeared as a chief, is, per- 
haps, not unworthy of notice. This man, in a visU to 
Captain Cook, presented him with a quantity of fruit ; 
among which was a number of cocoa-nuts, that had 
already been exhausted of their liquor by our people, 
and afterwards thrown overboard. These the chief 
had picked up, and tied so artfully in bundles, that at 
first the deception was not perceived. When he* was 
informed of it, without betraying the least emotion, 
and affecting a total ignorance of the matter, he open- 
ed two or three of the nuts himself, signified that he was 
satisfied of the fact, and then went on shore and sent 
off a quantity of plantains and bananas. The ingenuity 
and the impudence of fraud are not solely the produc- 
tion of polished society. 

Captain Cook, on the 23d, had an interview with 
Wabeatoua, the result of which was that our naviga 
tors obtained this day as much pork as furnished a 
meal to the crews of both vessels. In the captain's 
last voyage, Wabeatoua, who was then little more 
than a boy, was called Tearee , but having succeeded 
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to his father's authority, he had assumed his fathei^s 
name. 

The fruits which were procvred at Oaiti-piha Bay 
contributed greatly to the recovery of the sick people 
belonging to the Adventure. Many of them, who had 
been so ill as to be incapable of moving without assist- 
ance, were, in the compass of a few days, so far re- 
covered that they were able to walk about of them-* 
selves. When the Resolution entered the bay, she bad 
hut one scorbutic man on board. A marine who had 
long been sick, and who died the second day after her 
arrival, of a complication of disorders, had not the least 
mixture of the scurvy. 

On the 24th, the ships put to sea, and arrived the 
next evening in Matavia Bay. Before the^ could come 
to an anchor, the decks were crowded with tho na- 
tives, many of whom Captain Cook knew, and by most 
of whom he was well remembered. Among a large 
multitude of people, who were collected together upon 
. the shore, was Otoo, the king of the island. Our 
commander paid him a visit on the following day, at 
Oparree, the place of his residence ; and found him to ' 
be a fine, personable, well-made man, six feet hieh, 
and about thirty years of age. The qualities of his 
mind were not correspondent to his external appear- 
ance ; for when Captain Cook endeavoured to obtain 
from him the promise of a visit on board, he acknow 
ledged that he was afraid of the guns, and, indeed, ma- 
nifested in all his actions that he was a prince of a 
timorous disposition. 

Upon the Captain's return- from Oparree, he found 
the tents, and the astronomer's observatories, set up on 
the same spot from which the transit of Venus had been 
observed m 1769. The sick, being twenty in number, 
from the Adventure, and one from the Hesolution, all 
of whom were ill of the scurvy, he ordered to be lind- 
cd ; and he appointed a guard of marines on shore, un- 
der the commandof Lieutenant Edgcumbe. 

On the 27jh, Otoo was prevailed upon, with some 
degree of Jf/^^^^^^^^vto pay our commander a vi™ 
He came at ended with a numerous train, and brouglv 
with him fruits, a hog, two large fish, and a c^uanfity 
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of clotb ; for which he and all hia retioue were gratified 
with suitable presents. When Captain Cook conveyed 
his guests to land, he was met by a venerable lady, the 
mother of the late Toutaha, who seized him bv both 
hands, and burst into a flood of tears, saying, Toutaha 
Uyo no toutee matiy Toutaha; that is, " Toutaha, your 
friend, or this friend of Cook, is dead." He was so 
much affected with her behaviour, that it would have 
b^en impossible for him to have refrained from mingling 
his tears with her's, had not Otoo, who was displeased 
with the interview, taken him from her. It was with 
difficulty that the captain could obtain permission to 
see her again, when he gave her an axe and some other 
articles. Captain Fnrneaux, at this time, presented the 
king with two fine goats, which, if no accident befel 
them, might be expected to multiply. 

Several c^ays had passed in a friendly intercourse 
with the natives, and in the procuring of provisions, 
when, in the evening of the 30th, the gentlemen on 
board the Resolution were alarmed with the cry of 
murder, and with a great noise on shore, near the bot- 
tom of the bay, and at a distance from the English en- 
campment. Upon this, Captain Cook, who suspected 
that some of his own men were concerned in the affair, 
immediately dispatched an armed boat, to know the 
cause of the disturbance, and to bring off such of his 
people as should be found in the place. He sent, also, 
to the Adventure, and to the post on shore, to learn 
who were missing ; for none but those who were upon 
duty were absent from the Resolution. The boats 
speedily returned with three marines and a seaman. 
Some others, likewise, were taken, belonging, to the 
Adventure ; and all of them being put under confine- 
ment, our commander, the next morning, orderied them 
to be punished according to their deserts. He did not 
find that any mischief had been done, and the men 
would confess nothing. Some liberties wMfch bad been 
taken with the women had probably given occasion to 
the disturbance. To whatever cause it was owing, the 
natives were so much alarmed, that they fled from their 
habitations in the dead of night, and the alarm was 
spread many miles along the coast. In the morning, 
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when Captain Cook went to visit Otoo, by appoint- 
ment, he found that he had removed, or rather fled, to 
a great distance from the usual place of his abode. 
After arriving where he was, it was some hours be- 
fore the captain could be admitted to the sight of him ; 
and then he complained of the riot of the precedinfir 
evenmg. 

Th® 8Jck being nearly recovered, the water com- 
pleted, and the necessary repairs of the ships finished^ 
Cdptam Cook determined to put to sea without delay. 
Accordingly, on the 1st of September, he ordered 
everything to be removed from the shore, and the 
vessels to be unmoored, in which employment his peo- 
pte were engaged the greater part of the day. In the 
»"®™J>on of the same day, Lieutenant Pickersaill re- 
turned from Attahourou, to which place he had been 
sent by the captain, for the purpose of procuring some 
hogs that had been promised. In this expedition the 
lieutenant had seen the celebrated Oberea, who has 
been so much the object of poetical fancy. Her situa- 
tion was very humble compared with what it had for- 
merly been. She was not only altered much for the 
worse m her person, but appeared to be poor, and of 
little or no consequence or authority in the island. In 
tlie evening, a favourable #ind having sprung up, oar 
®;P°*5»der put to sea; on which occasion he was 
oDUged to dismiss his Otaheite friends sooner than they 
wished to depart ; but well satisfied with his kmd and 
liberal treatment. 

for^Z™i.fe''l*^*'> ^*P^° ^°<>^ ^i'^ct^^ ^« counw 
^5-l!oS ^A.*"*^^"^®'**®* "^^^ he intended te touch, 
iniatisrand he reached the next day, and, ekrlv in the 
CZr^ 'of ^\^ ^^. S«Pi«™t>er, ^made 'slIlTo? Jhe 
S^»S!U \r^. f ^venture, not happening to turn mto 
^A.^lShSi.ri**' T^^ ^^f ""?' got^Lhore^n the nJSlh 
C^tdnclwT!!' ^^'^ the timely assistance which 
a^Ccident Bhof.u'*'^''^*'''"^? provided, in "case sucb 
^tC ^Lf^°''^'* °^^."'» "^® ^« gotten off again. 
^^L^^n'l^V"^ ^'^^^^' ^« ^^«^ « both the 
C^Dtoi^ E,rl- ^^®7» ?"! commander, together with 
^ptam Tumeaux, knded upon the iiland, and wu 
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reeeiTed by the natives with the utmost eoniiality. 
A trade immediately commenced ; so that, oar navi- 
gators had a fair prospect of being plentifully supplied 
with fresh pork and fowls, which, to people in their 
situation, was a very desirable circumstance. On the 
.^h, Lieutenant Pickersgill sailed with the cutter on 
a trading party, toward the south end of the isle 
Another trading party was also sent on shore near the 
ffhips, which party Captain Cook attended himself| to 
see liiat the business was properly conducted at the 
first setting out, this being a point of no small impor- 
tance. Every thing being settled in his mind, he weni, 
accompanied by Captain Furneauz and Mr. Foster, to 
pay a visit to his old friend Oree, the chief of the 
island. This visit was preceded by many preparatory 
ceremonies. Among other things the chief sent to our 
commander the inscription engraved on a small piece 
of pewter, which he had left with him in July, 1769. 
It was in the bag that Captain Cook had made for it, 
' together with a piece «f counterfeit English coin, and 
a tew beads which had been^Qpt in at the same time; 
whence it was evident what partidiAar care had been 
taken of the whole. After the previoQs ceremonies had 
been discharged, the captain wanted to -go to the king, 
bat he was informed that the king would come to him. 
Accordingly, Oree went up to our commander^ and fell 
on his neck, and embraced him, ner was it a ceremo- 
nioQs embrace, for the tears which tricj^led down the 
venerable old man's cheeks sufficiently bespoke the lan- 
guage of his heart. The presents wM^h Captain Cook 
made to the chief on this occasion, consisted of the 
most valuable articles he had ; for he regaided him as a 
father. Oree, in return, gave the captain a hog and a 
quantity of cloth, promisipg that all the wants of the 
English should be supplied. And it was a proniiBe to 
which he faithfully adhered. Indeed, be carried his 
kindness to Captain Cook so far, as not ro fail sending 
him ev^ry day, for his table, a <<plentiful supply of the 
very best of ready-dressed fruit and roots. 

Hitherto all things had gone on in the most agree- 
tble manner ; but on Monday, the 6th, several cmsom^ 
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Btances occurred, which rendered it an unpleafant and 
troublesome day. When our commander went to the 
tradinff-place, he was informed that one of the infaabi- 
t&nts had behaved with remarkable insolence. The 
man was completely equipped in a war habit, had a 
club in each hand, and seemed bent upon mischief 
Captain Cook, took; therefore, the clubs from him, 
broke them before his eyes, and, with some difficulty, 
compelled him to retire. About the same time, Mr. 
Sparrman, who had imprudently gone out alone to bo- 
tanize, was assaulted by two men, who stripped him of 
every thing which he had about him, excepting his 
trowsers, and struck him again and again with, his own 
hanger, though happily without doing him any harm. 
When they had accomplished their purpose, they made 
off; after which, another of the natives brought a piece 
of cloth to cover him, and conducted him to the trading- 
place, where the inliabitants, in a large number, were 
assembled. The instant that Mr. Sparrman appeared in 
he condition now described, they all fled with the utmost 
recipitation. Caj^tain Cook having recalled a few of the 
ndians, and convmced them that he should take no step 
to injure those who were innocent, went to Oree to com- 
plain of the outrage. When the chief had heard the 
whole affair related, he wept aloud, and many other of 
the inhabitants did the same. After the first transports 
of his grief had subsided, he began to expostulate with 
his people, telling them (for so his language was un- 
derstood by the English) how well Captain Cook had 
treated them both in this and his former voyage, and 
how base it was in them to commit such actions. He 
then took a minute account of the things of which 
Mr. Sparrman had been robbed, and, afler having pro- 
mised to use his utmost endeavours for the recovery 
oflhem, desired to go into the captain's boat. At this, 
the natives,,, apprehensive doubtless for the safety of 
their prince, expressed the utmost alarm, and used 
every argument to dissuade him from so raSh a ii\ea- 
Bure. All their remonstrances, however, were in vain. 
He hastened into the boat ; and as soon as they saw 
that their beloved chief was wholly in our command- 
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er't power, they set up a great outcry Indeed, theit 
grief was inexpressible ; they prayed, entreated, nay 
Attempted to pull him out of the boat ; and eyery face 
was bedewed with tears. Even Captain Cook himself 
was so moved by their distress, that he united his en- 
treaties with theirs, but all to no purpose. Oree in- 
sisted uppn the captain's coming into the boat, which 
was no sooner done, than be ordered it to be put off. 
His sister was the only person among the Indians who 
behaved with a becoming magnanimity on this occa- 
sion ; for, with a spirit equal to that of her royal bro- 
ther, she alone did not oppose his going. It was his 
design, in coming into the boat of the English, to 
proceeid with them in search of the robbers. Accord- 
ingly, he went with Captain Cook, as far as it was con- 
venient, by water, when they landed, entered the coun- 
try, and travelled some miles inland ; in doing which 
the chief led the way, and inquired after the criminals 
of every person whom he saw. In this search he 
would have gone to the very extremity of the island, 
if oar commander, who did not think the object wor- 
thy of so laborious a pursuit, had not refused to pro- 
ceed any farther. Besides, as he intended to sail 
the next morning, and all manner of trade was stopped 
in consequence of the alarm of the natives, it became 
the more necessary for him to return, that he might 
restore things to their former state. It was with great 
reluctance that Oree was prevailed upon to discon* 
tinue the search, and to content himself with sending, 
at Captain Cook^s request, some of his people for the 
things which had been carried off. When he and the 
captain had gotten back to the boat, they found there 
the chiers sister and several other persons, who had 
travelled by land to the place. The English gentle- 
men immediately stepped into their boat, in o^er to* 
retarn on board, without so much as asking Ohmq to 
accompany them ; notwithstanding which, he misted 
upon doing it ; nor could the opposition and entreaties 
of those who were about him induce him to desist 
from his purpose. His sister followed his example, 
uninfluenced on this occasion, by the supplications 
and tears of her daughter. Captaia Cook apiply re- 
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wtfded the chief and his sitter for the confidence tlieF 
had placed in him ; and, after dinner, conveyed them 
both on shore, where some hundreds of people waited 
to receive them, many of whom embraced Oree with 
tears of joy. All was now peace and gladness ; the 
inhabitants crowded in from every part with such a 
])lentiful supply of hogs, fowls, and vegetable prodac- 
tions, that tne English presently filled two. boats ; and 
the chief himself presented the captain with a large 
hog, and a quantity of fruit. Mr. Sparrman's hanger 
the only thing of value which he had lost, was brought 
back, together with part of his coat ; and our naviga- . 
ton were told that the remainins articles should be re- 
stored the next day. Some things which had been 
stolen from a party of officers, who had gone out a 
shooting, were returned in like manner. 

The transactions of this day have been the more 
particularly related, as they show the high opinion 
which the chief had formed of our commander, and 
the unreserved confidence that he placed in his inte- 
grity and honour. Oree had entered into a solemn 
friendship with Captain Cook, according to all th« 
forms which were customary in the country ; and he 
seemed to think that this friendship could not be brok- 
en by the act of any other persons. It is justly ob- 
served by the captain, that another chief may never 
be found, who, under similar circumstances, will act in 
the same manner. Oree, indeed, had nothing to fear : 
for it was not our commander's intention to hurt a hair 
of his head, or to detain him a moment longer than 
was agreeable to his own desire. But of this how 
could he and his people be assured ? They were not 
ignorant that when he was once in Captain Cook's 
power, the whole force of the island would not be snf- 
ncient to recover him, and that they must have com- 
plied, w^L any demands, however great, for his ran- 
som. iWhpprehensions, therefore, of the inhabitants, 
foe their chiefs and their own safety, had a reasonable 
foundation. 

Early on the 7th, while the ships were unmooring, 
the captain went to pay his farewell visit to Oree, and 
took with him #uch presents as had not only a fancied 
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ftliie, bat a real utility. He left, alto, with the chief, 
the inscription plate that had before be^n in hie poi- 
■ession, and another small copperplate, on which were 
eng^niTed these words : ** Anchored here, his Britannic 
Majesty's ships Resolution and Adventure, September, 
Vrfy." These plates, together with some medals, were 
pot up in a beg, of which Or^ promised to take care, 
and to produce them to the first ship or ships that 
should arrive at the island. Having, m return, fiven 
a hog to Captain Cook, and loaded his boat with fruit, 
they tomk leave of each other, when the good old chief 
embraced our commander with tears in his eyes. No- 
thing was mentioned, at this interview, concerning the 
remainder of Mr. Sparrman*s property. As it was 
early in the morning, the captain judged that it had 
not been brought in, and he was not willing to speak 
of it to Oree, lest he should give him pain about things 
which there had not been time to recover. The rob- 
bers having soon aAerwards been taken, Oree came 
on board again, to request that our commander would 
go on shore, either to punish them, or to be present at 
their punishment; but this not being convenient to him, 
he len them to the punishment of their own chieC It 
was from the island of Huaheine that Captain Fur- 
neanx received into his ship a young man named 
Omai, a native of Ulietea, of whom so much hath since 
been known and written. This choice Captain Cook at 
first disapproved, as thinking that the youth was not a 
proper sample of the inhabitants of the Society Islands; 
being inferior to many of them in birth and acquired 
rank, and not having any peculiar advantage in point of 
shape, figure, and complexion. The captain afterwanla 
found reason to be better satisfied with Omai's having 
accompanied our navigators to England. 

During the short stay of the vessels at Huaheine, 
oar people were very successful in obtaininMuppliea 
of provisions. No less than three hundrecffiogs, be- 
sides fowls and fruit, were procured ; and had the ships 
continued longer at the place, the quantity might have 
been flatly increased. Such was the fertility of this 
•dmU island, that none of these articles of refreshment 
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.were seemingly diminished, but appeared to be as plen- 
tifhl 88 ever. 

From Huaheine our navigators sailed for Ulietea, 
where trade was carried on in the usual manner, and 
a most friendly intercourse renewed between Captain 
Cook and Oreo, the chief of the island. Here Tupia 
was inquired after with particular eagerness, and 
the inquirers were perfectly satisfied with the account 
which was given of the occasion of that Indian's de- 
cease. 

On the morning of the 15th, the English wejg^Bur 
prised at finding that none of the inhabitants of Wetea 
came off to the ships, as had hitherto been customary. 
As two men belonging to the Adventure had stayed on 
shore all night, contrary to orders, Captain Cook's first 
conjectures were, that the natives had stripped them, 
and were afraid of the revenge that would be taken of 
the insult. This, however, was not the case. The men 
had been treated with great civility, and could assign 
o cause for the precipitate flight of the Indians. All 
hat the captain could learn was, that several were 
Killed, and others wounded, by the guns of the English 
This information alarmed him for the safety of some 
of our people, who had been sent out in two boats to the 
island of Otaiha. He determined, therefore, if possi- 
ble, to see the chief himself. When he came up to 
him, Oreo threw his arms around our commander's 
neck, and burst into tears, in which he was accompa- 
nied by all the women, and some of the men ; so that 
the lamentation became general. Astopishment alone 
kept Captain Cook from joining in their grief. At 
last, the whole which h6 could collect from his inqui- 
ries was, that the natives had been alarmed on account 
of the absence of the English boats, and imagined that 
the captain, upon the supposition of the desertion of his 
men, would;|^e violent means for the recovery of his 
loss. When the matter was explained, it w^s acknow- 
ledged that not a single inhabitant, or a single English- 
man, had been hurt. This groundless consternation dis- 
played in a strong light the timorous disposition of tho 
people of the Society Islands. 
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Oor navigatora were as successful in procuring pra 
▼isioos at Ulietea as they had been at Huaheioe. Cap- 
tain Cook judged that the number of hogs obtained* 
amounted to four hundred or upwards ; many of them,. 
mdeed, were only roasters, while others exceeded a* 
hundred pounds in weight, but the general run was 
from forty to sixty. A larger quantity was offered thaw 
the ships could contiin, so that our countrymen wero- 
enabled to proceed on their voyage with no small de^ 
gree of comfort and advantage. 

Ou|M^mander, by his second visit to the Society 
Islan^^nined a farther knowledge of their general 
state, ^V of the customs of the inhabitants. It ap- 
peared that a Spanish ship had been lately at Otaheite, 
and the natives complained that a disease had been 
communicated to them by the people of this vessel, 
which, according to their accowt, affected the head, 
the throat, and the stomach, and at length ended in 
death. With regard to a certain disorder, the effects 
of which have, so fatally been felt in the latter ages of 
the world. Captain Cook*s inquiries could not abso- 
lutely determine whether it was known to the islanders 
before they were visited by the Europeans. If it was 
of recent origin, the introduction of it was, without a 
dissentient voice, ascribed to the voyage of M. de Bou- 
gainville. 

One thing which our commander was solicitous to 
ascertain, was, whether human sacrifices constituted a 
part of the religious customs of these people. The 
man of whom he made his inquiries, and several other 
natives, took some pains to explain the . matter, but 
from our people's ignorance of the language of the 
country, their explication could not be understood. 
Captain Cook afterwards learned from Omai that the 
iiiliabitants of tfie Society Islands offer human sacri- 
pcps to the Supreme Being. What relates to funeral 
ceremonies excepted, all the knowledge he could ob- 
tain concerning their religion was very imperfect and 
defective. 

The captain had an opportunity, in this voyage,, of 
rectifying the ereat injustice which had been done to- 
lie women of Otaheite and the^ neighbouring isles. 

Vol. I. h 9 
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They had been represented as ready, withoat ezoep- ^ 
tion, to grant the last fevour to any man who would 
come up to their price, but our commander found that 
this was by no means the case. The favours both of 
the married women« and of the unmarried, of the better 
sort, were as difficult to be obtained in the Society 
Islands as in any other country whatever. Even with 
respect to the unmarried females of the lower class, 
the charee was not indiscriminately true. There were 
many of these who would not admit of indecent fa- 
miliarities. The setting this subject in a pro^yight 
must be considered as one of the agreeable ^Bb of 
Captain Cook's second voyage. Every en^^ened 
mind will rejoice at what conduces to the honour of 
human nature in general, and of the female sex in par- 
ticular. Chastity is so eminently the glory of that sex, 
and, indeed, is so ess^ttially connected with the good 
order of society, that it must be a satisfaction to reflect 
that there is no country, however ignorant or barbarous, 
in which this virtue is not regarded as an object of 
moral obligation. 

This voyage enabled our commander to eain some 
farther knowledge concerning the geography of the 
Society Isles, and he found it highly probable that Ota- 
heite is of greater extent than he had computed it in his 
former estimation. The astronomers did not neglect tOx 
set up their observatories, and to make observations 
suited to their purpose. 

On the 17th of September Captain Cook sailed from 
Ulietea, directing his course to the west, with an incli- 
nation to the south. I^nd was discovered on the 23d 
of the montii, to which he gave the name of Harvey*s 
Island. On the 1st of October he reached the island 
of Middleburg. Whije he was lookhig about for & 
landing-place, two canoes, each of l!hem conducted 
by two or three men, came boldly alongside the ship, 
and some of the people entered it without hesitation. 
This mark of confidence inspired our commander 
with so good an opinion of tne inhabitants, that he 
determined, if possible, to pay them a visit, which he 
did the next day. ScaiOely had the vessels gotten to 
ail anchor, before they were surrounded by a gr«at 
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number of canoes, full of the natives, wTio brought wHh 
them doth and various curiosities, which uiey ex- 
changed for nails and such other articles as were 
adapted to their fancy. Among those who came on 
board, was a chief, named Tioony, whose friendship 
Qaptain Cook immediately gained by proper presents, 
consisting principally of a hatchet and some spike- . 
nails. ^ party of our navigators, with the captain at 
the head, of them, having embarked in two boats, 
proce^ed to shore, where they found an immense 
crov«|Bf people, who welcomed them to the island 
with ^H acclamations. There was not so much as 
a tsticW^r any other weapon in the hands of a single 
native, so pacific were their dispositions and inten- 
tions. They seemed to be more desirous of giving 
than receiving, and many of them who could not ap- 

E roach near to the boats, threw into them, over the 
eads of others, whole bales of cloth, and then retired, 
without either asking or waiting for any thing in re- 
torn. The whole day was spent by our navigators i 
the most agreeable manner. When they return€Ml o . 
board in the evening, every one expressed how much 
he was delighted wim the country, and the very oblig- 
ing behaviour of the inhabitants, who seemed to vie 
with each other an their endeavours to give pleasure to 
our people. All this conduct appeared to be the result 
of the most pure good nature, perhaps without being ac- 
companied with much sentiment or feeling ; for when 
Captain Cook signified to the chief his intention of 
quitting the islana, he did not seem to be in the least 
moved. Among other articles presented by the captain 
to Tioony, he lefl him an assortment of garden-seeds, 
which, if properly used, might be of great future benefit 
to the countiy. » 

From Middleburg the ships sailed down to Am^er 
dam, the natives of which island were equally ready 
with those of the former place to maintain a friendly 
intercourse with the English.. Like the people of 
Middleburg, they brought nothini^ with them but 
clotb, matting, and such other articles as could be of 
little service, and for these our seamen were so simple 
as to barter away their clothes. To put a stop, there- 
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fore, to 80 injurious a traffic, and to obtain the neces- 
^^^y refreshments, the captain gave orders that no 
•ort of curiosities should be purchased by any person 
whatever. This injunction produced the desired et- 
^ct. When the inhabitants saw that the English wou Id 
deal with them for nothing but eatables, they brought 
<*ff bananas and cocoa-nuts in abundance, together witn 
«ome fowls and pigs ; all of which they exchanged 
*or small nails and pieces of cloth. Even a few old 
J^ffs were sufficient for the purchaste of a ig^^or - 
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The method of carrying on trade being seflB, and 
proper officers having been appointed to preTfnt dis- 
putes, our commander^s next object was to obtain as 
"Complete a knowledge as possible of the island of Am- 
*i? *"*• ^" ^^^^ ^^ ^^^ much facilitated bjr a friend 
»nip which he had formed with Attago, one cf the chiefs 
^* the country. Captain Cook was struck with admira 
ion when he surveyed the beauty and cultivation of the 
s«a.nd. He thought himself transported into the most 
®*^Ue plains of Europe. There was not an inch of 
jj^aste ground. The roads occupied no larger a space 
^^ was absolutely necessary, and the fences did not 
^«e^ up above four inches each. Even such a small 
^rtion of ground was not wholly lost, for many of the 
*«ices themselves contained useful trees or plants. The 
^ne was every where the same, and nature, assisted 
y a. little art, no where assumes a more splendid ap- 
^arance than in this island. 

Friendly as were the natives of Amsterdam, they were 
w entirely free from the tnievish disposition which 
^^^•vf*' °?f " been remarked in the islanders of the 
H?oh n';!.?r/"- ^^^ instances, however, of this kind 
:al; ilt^""^^' "^T "^' o^^»<^^ a nature as to produce 
-«Jp i^» « "^i^^^^'u^.***^ trouble, or to involve our 
^ ople in a quarrel with the inhabitants. 

■^i* 1? aJ"^^ mtroduction to the kine of the 
land afforded a scene somewhat remarkalle w! 
.ajesty was seated with so much anlW f^i * ! 

«^y.o worship.- wss. irc's^^aS'':xw'T„i 
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epoke to him, he neither answered nor took the lettt 
notice of him, nor did he alter ajsingle feature of bit 
coantenance. Even the presents which were made to 
him could not induce him to resign a bit of his gravity, 
or to speak one word» or to tarn nis head either to the 
right hand or to the lefl. As he was in the .prime of 
life, it was possible that a false sense of dignity might 
engage }&m to assume so solemn a stupidity of appear- 
ance. In the history of mankind instances might pro- 
babl^^ found which would confirm this supposition. 

It ij^bservable that the two islands of Middlebu'V 
and AOBterdam are guarded from the sea by a reef 
of coral rocks, which extend out from the shore about 
one hundred fathoms. On this reef the force of the 
sea is spent before it reaches the land. The same, 
indeed, is in a great measure the situation of all the 
tropical isles which our commander had seen in that 
part of the globe ; and hence arises an evidence of 
the wisdom and goodness of Providence, as. by such a 
provision nature has effectually secured them from the 
encroachments of the pea, though many of them are 
were points, when compared with the vast oc^an by 
which they are surrounded. 

In Amsterdam Mr. Forster not only found the same 
wants that are at Otaheite and the neighbouring islands, 
but several others, which are not to be met with in those 
places. Captain Cook took care, by a proper assort- 
ment of garden seeds and pulse, to increase the vege- 
table stock of the inhabitants. « 

Hogs and fowls were the only domestic animals that 
were seen in these islands. The former are of the 
same sort with those which had been met with in other 
parts of the Southern Ocean, but the latter are far 
superior, being as large as any in Europe, and equal, 
if not preferable, with respect to the goodness of the! 
flesh. 

Both men and women are of a common size with 
Europeans. Their colour is that of a lightish copper, 
and with a greater uniformity than occurs among the 
QatTves of Otaheite and the Society Isles. Some of 
the English gentlemen were of opinion that the inha- 
btttents of Middieburg and Amsterdam were a much 
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handsomer race, while others, with whom Captain 
Cook concurred, maintained a contrary sentiment. 
However this may be, their shape is good, their fea- 
tures regular, and they are active, brisk, and lively. 
The women, in particular, are the merriest creatures 
our con^mander had^ever met with ; and provided any 
person seemed pleased with them, they would keep 
chattering by his side without the least invitation, or 
considering whether they were understood. They ap- 
peared in general to be modest, though there were 
several amongst them of a different character. As 
there were yet on board some complaints of a certain 
disorder, the captain took all possible care to prevent 
its communication. Our navigators were frequently ' 
entertained by the women with songs, and this in a 
manner which was by no means disagreeable. They 
had a method of keeping time by snapping their fin- 
gers. Their music was harmonious as well as their 
voices, and there was a considerable degree of compass 
in their notes. 

A singular custom was found to prevail in these 
islands. The greater part of the people were observed 
to have lost one or both of their little fingers, and this 
was not peculiar to rank, age, or sex ; nor was the am- 
putation restricted to any specific period of life. Oar 
navigators endeavoured in vain to discover the reason 
of so extraordinary a practice. 

A very extensive knowledge of the language of 
Middleburg and Amsterdam could not be obtained 
during the short stay which was made there by the 
English. However, the more they inquired into it, 
the more they found that it was, in general, the same 
with that which is spoken at Otaheite and the Society 
Isles. The difference is not greater than what fre- 
quently occurs betwixt the most northern and western 
parts of England. 

-On the 7th of October, Captain Cook proceeded on 
his voyage. His intention was to sail directly to 
Queen Charlotte's Sound, in New Zealand, for the 
purpose of taking in wood and Water, after which he 
was to puraue his discoveries to the south and the 
^ast. The day after he quitted Amsterdam lie passed 
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the kland of Pilstart, an island which had been disco- 
vered by Tasman. 

On toe 2lBt, he made the land of New Zealand, at 
the dbtance of eight or ten leagues from Table Cape. 
As our commander was very .desirous of leaving in 
the country such an assortment of animals and vege- 
tables as might greatly contribute to the future benefit 
of the inhabitants, one of the first things which he did 
was to give to a chief, who had come off in a canoe, 
two boars, two sows, four hens, and two cocks, toee- 
ther widi a quantity of seeds. The seeds were of the 
most useful kind, such as wheat, french and kidney 
beans, pease, cabbage, turnips, onions, carrots, parsnips, 
and yamsv The man to whom these several articles 
were presented, though he was much more enraptured 
with a spike-nail half the length of his arm, 'promised, 
however, to take care of them, and, in particular, not 
to kill any of the animals. If he adhered to his pro* 
mise, they would be sufficient, in a due course of time^ 
to stock Uie whole island. 

It was the 3d of November before Captain Cook 
brought the Resolution into Ship Cove, in Queen 
Charlotte's Sound. He had been beating about the 
island from the 21st of October, during which time his 
vessel was exposed to a variety of tempestuous wea- 
dier. In one instance he had been driven off the land 
by a furious storm, which lasted two days, and which 
would have been dangerous in the highest degree, had 
it not fortunately happened that it was fair overhead, 
and that there was no reason to be apprehensive of a 
lee-shore. In the course of the bad weather which suc- 
ceeded this storm, t;he Adventure was separated from 
the Resolution, and was never seen nor heard of 
through the whole remainder of the voyage. 

The first o^ect of our commander's attention after 
his arrival in Queen Charlotte's Sound, was to provide , 
for the repair of his ship, which bad suffered in va* 
lious respects, and especially in her sails and rigging. 
Another matter which called for his notice was the 
Btate of the bvead belonging to the vessel, and he had 
the mortification of finding that a large quantity of it 
was damaged. To repair this loss in the best mann^ 
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he was able, be onleied all the carf» ^^^^ S^hebaked 
bread to be picked, and such greets ^ -^ be reefy 
in the copper oven, as could by that ''"f ? --and two 
vered. Notwithstanding this care, fo^r J"^^ totally 
hundred and ninety-two pounds ^^^ unds a»ore 
unBt for use, and about three thoasand P^ . ^f onr 
could only be eaten by people in the sitaaiw 
naTigatom. ^ incoming 

Captain Cook was early in his inqairiee ^ jand in 
the animals which had been left at ^®'%f^-»on«'e«t 
the former part of his voyage. He saw tne 7 nat*o^ 
of the two sows that Captain Fumeaux .''^-5itio»» 
shore in Cannibal Cove. She was in %^^*^./^r cotn 
and very tame. The boar and other sow, " J^^y and 
mander was rightly informed, were teken a ^ ^^o 
separated, but not killed. He was told "^^L^j been 
goaU which he had landed up the *ouna» "^^^l^l-jb, 
destroyed by a rascally native of the name ot ^^^ ^jl 
80 that the captain had the grief of discovcrtUg ^^^ 
his benevolent endeavours to stock the ^9^ ^j^e very 
useful animals were likely to b* frustrated l»y -^ydene 
people whom he was anxious to serve. ^.'^ d^mf^^^' 
. had met with a better fate. Every thing **?^y to »•' 
cepting potatoes, the inhabitants had left ®HJ ^ ii*>** ^ 
ture, who had so well performed her part, th»^ 
the articles were in a flourishing condition- ^f the 

Notwithstanding the inattention and *^**J his «o*^ 
New Zealanders, Captain Cook still continoeci .^^ ^ 
for their benefit. To the inhabitants who ^^y^^ and 
the Cove, he gave a boar, a young sow, two coc-^^^^y 
two hens, which had been broup^ht from to® orde^®" 
Islands. At the bottom of the West Bay he j^jjanfl* 
to be landed, without the knowledge of t**® together 
four hogs, being three sows and one *>****"* earned a 
with two cocks and two hens. They were •^* ^ left 
little way into the woods, and as much food w ^^ 
them as would serve them for ten or twelve ^ 
which was done to prevent their coming ****^!Ja being 
shore in search of sustenance, and by that "*®* Jegiroufl 
discovered by the natives. The captain was ^^j^er- 
of replacing the two goats which Goubiah "^^f ^g}f 
-^tood to have killed, by leaving behind hini tne 
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two that yet remained in his possession. Bot he had 
me misfortune, soon after his arriTal at Queen Char- 
lotte's Sound, to lose the ram, and this in a manner for 
which it is not easy to assign the cause. Whether it 
was owin^ to any thing' he had eaten, or to his being 
stang witn nettles, which were vety plentiful in the 
place, he was seized with fits that bordered upon mad- 
ness. In one of these fits, he was supposed to have 
nio into the sea, and to have been drowned ; and thus 
every method which oar commander had uken to stock 
the country with sheep and goats, proved ineffectual. 
He hoped to be more successful with respect to the 
hoars and sows, and the cocks and hens, which he left 
m the island. 

While the boatswain, one day, and a party of men, 
were employed in cutting broom, some of them stole 
several things from a private hut of the natives, in which 
was deposited most of the treasures they had received 
from the English, as well as property of their own. 
Complaint being made by the Indians to Captain Cook, 
uid a particular man of the boatswain's party having 
been pointed out to the captain as the person who had 
committed the theft, he ordered him to be punished in 
their presence. With this they went away seemingly 
satisfied, although they did not recover any of the arti- 
cles which they had lost. It was always a maxim with 
our commanfler, to punish the least crimes jvhich any 
of his people were guilty of with regard to uncivilized 
nations. "Inieir robbing us with impunity he by no 
means considered as a reason for our treating them in 
Uie same manner. Addicted as the New Zealandera 
were, in a certain degree, to stealing, a disposition 
which must have been very much increased by the 
novelty and allurement of the objects presented to thoir 
view, they had, nevertheless, when injured themselves, 
Bucfa a. sense of justice as^o appl^ to Captain Cook for 
redress. The best method, in his opinion, of preserv- 
ing a good understanding with the inhabitants ot eoun- 
uies in this state of society, is, first to convince them 
of the superiority we have over them in consequence 
of our fire-arms, and then to be always upon our guard. 
Such a conduct, united with strict honesty and gentle 
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trBCtment, will conrince them that it is their interest no*, 
to disturb us, and prevent them from forming any gene 
ral plan of attack. 

In this second visit of oar navigators to New Zea- 
land, they met with indubitable evidence that the na- 
tives were enters of human flesh.. The proofs of this 
fact had a most powerful influence on the mind of Oedi- 
dee, a youth of Bolabola, whom Captain Cook had 
brought in the Resolution from Ulietea. He was so 
afi*ected, that he became perfecdy motionless, and ex- 
hibited such a picture of horror, that it would have been 
impossible for art to describe that passion, with half the 
force with which it appeared in his countenance. When 
he was roused from tnis state by some of the English, 
he burst into tears, continued to weep and scold by 
turns, told the New Zealanders that they were vile men, 
and assured them that he would not be any longer their 
friend. He would not so much as permit them to come 
near him ; and he refused to accept, or even to touch, 
the knife by which some human flesh had been cut off 
Such was Oedidee*s indignation a^inst the abominable 
custom; and our commander has justly remarked, that 
it was an indignation worthy to be imitated by every 
rational being. The conduct of this young man, upon 
the present occasion, strongly points out the difference 
which had taken place, in the progress of civilization, 
between the inhabitants of the Society Islands and those 
of New Zealand. It was our commander's firm opinion, 
that the only human flesh which was eaten by these 
people was that of their enemies, who had been slain in 

During the stay of our voyagers in Queen Char- 
lotte's Sound, they were plentifully supplied with fish, 
procured from the natives at a very easy rate ; and, be- 
sides the vegetables afforded by their own gardens, 
they every where found plenty of scurvy-erass and ce- 
lery. These Captain Cook ordered to be dressed every 
day for all his hands. By the attention which he paid 
to his men in the article of provisions, they had for 
three monfhs lived principally on a fresh diet, and, 
at this time there was not a sick or scorbutic person on 
bovd. 
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Tlie morning before the cSjitaiB sailed, he wrote a 
memorandum, containing such information aa be thought . 
necessary for Captain Fumeaux, in case be should put 
into the sound. This memorandum was buried in a 
bottle under the root of a tree in the garden ; and in 
such a manner, that it coald not avoid hemg discovered, 
if either Captain Fumeaux, or any other European, 
should chance to arrive at the cove. 

Our commander did. not leave New Zealand without 
making such remarks on the coast between Cape Tee 
rawbitte and Cape Palliser as may be of service to fh 
ture navigators. It being now the unanimous opinion 
that the Adventure was no where upon the island. 
Captain Cook gave op all expectations of seeing her 
any more during the voyaee. This circumstance, bow- 
ever, did not discourage him from fully exploring the 
southern parts of the Pacific Ocean, in the doing of 
which he intended to employ the whole of the ensuing 
season: When he quitted the coast, he had the satis- 
faction to find that not a man of the crew was dejected, 
or thought that the dangers they had yet to go through 
were in the least augmented by their bemg alone. 
Such was the confidence they placed in their com- 
mander, that they were as ready to proceed cheeifully 
to the south, or wherever he might lead them, as if the 
Adventure, or even a larger number of ships, had been 
in company. 

On the 26th of November, Captain Cook sailed firom 
New Zealand in search of a continent, and steered to 
the south, inclining, to the east. Some days after this, 
our navigators reckoned themselves to be antipodes to 
their friends in London, and consequently were at as 
|rreat a distance from them as possible. The first ice 
island was seen on the 12th of December, fiirther south 
than the first ice which had been met vnth after leaving 
the Cape of Gyod Hope, in the preceding year. In 
the progress of the voya^, ice islands continually oc- 
curred, and the navigation became more and more 
diiBcult and dangerous. When our people were in 
the latitude of G7° & south, they all at once eot within 
such a cluster of these islands, together wim a huge 
quantity of loose pieces, that to keep clear of tbem wai 
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a matter of the utmost difficulty. On the 22d of the 
month, the Resolution was in the highest latitude she 
had yet reached ; and circumstances now became so 
unfavourable, that our commander thought of return- 
ing more to the north. Here there was no probability 
offindrng any land, or a possibility of getting farther 
south. To have proceeded, therefore, to the east in 
this latitude, must nave been improper, not only on ac- 
count of the ice, but because a vast space of sea to the 
north must have been left unexplored, in which there 
might lie a large tract of country. It was only by visit- 
ing those parts, that it could be determined whether, 
such a supposition was well founded. As our naviga- 
tors advanced to the north-east on the 24th, the ice 
islands increased so fast upon them, that, at noon, they 
could see nearly a hundred around them, besides an ina- 
mense number of small pieces. In this situation they 
spent Christmas-day, much in the same manner as they 
had done in the former year. Happily our peoi>le had 
continual day light, and clear weather ; for had it been 
*fl ^oggy as it was on some preceding days, nothing 
less than a miracle could have saved them from being 
dashed to pieces. 

While the Resolution was in the high latitudes, 

many of her company were attacked with'a slight fever, 

occasioned by colds. The disorder, however, yielded 

to the simplest remedies, and was generally removed 

m a few days. On the 5di of January, 1774, the ship 

"Of being then in much more than fifty degrees of lati- 

J&t ** ^^^ ^^^y °°® ^' ^^** persons on the sick 

1.-:^^®'' ^*Ptain Cook agreeably to his late resolution, 

co^riSr^ilJ^^.* large' eS^nt of ocean, without dis- 

wa^ y^??' ^^ agafn directed his course to the^outh- 

^d^imZut ^OthVf eha i"onth,.through obstructions 

tho«. «)«rJli ®®» ^hicii from their sunilar nature Ce 

S,^„!i!3^>* 'nentionS:, it would be tedious to repeat, 

far ^fhf '"^ **"« sevemv firTt degree of latitude, fhui 

have ipnf?''^? buiTXti^ proceeded farther would 

tit bTen Sfn^^'&^t o"f rX V madness. It would 

the utmoJ? dl^'^'^'S hhmseir, h« men, and his ship, to 

""«« oang^^.^^'Jjms ^j^^pg to destrucuon, without 
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the l^aflt prospect of advantage. The -captain was of 
opinion, as indeed were most of the ffentleraen on 
board, that the ice now in sight extended quite to the 
pole, or might join to some land, to which it might be 
fixed from the earliest time. If, however, there be 
•uch land, it can afford no better retreat for birds, or 
any other animals, than the ice itself, with which it 
must be wholjy covered. Though our commander bad 
not only the ambition of going farther than any one 
had done before, but of proceeding as far as it was pos* 
sible for man to go, he was the less dissatisfied with the 
interruption he now met with, as it shortened the dan- 
gers and hardships inseparable from the navi^tion of 
the southern polar regrons. In fact he was impelled 
by inevitable necessity to tack and stand back to the 
north. 

The determination which Captain Cook now formed 
was to spend the ensuing winter within the tropic, if 
he met with no employment before he came there. He 
was well satisfied that no continent was to be found 
in this ocean, but what must lie so far to the south as 
to be wholly unaccessible on account of ice. If there 
existed a continent in the South Atlantic Ocean, he 
was sensible that he could not explore it without hav- 
ing the whole summer before him. Upon a "supposi- 
tion, on the other hand, that there is no land there, he 
might undoubtedly have reached the Cape of Good 
Hope by April. In that case he would have put an 
end to the finding of a continent ; which was mdeed 
the first object of the voyage. But this could not sa 
tisfy the extensive and magnanimous mind of our com- 
mander. He had a good ship, expressly sent out op 
discoveries, a healthy crew, and was not in want 
either of stores or provisions. In such circumstan- 
ces to have quitted this Southern Pacific Ocean, 
would, he thought, have been b<traying not only a 
want of perseverance, but of judgment, in supposing 
it to have been so well explored that nothing farther 
could be done. Although he had proved that there 
was no continent but what must lie far to the south, 
there remained, nevertheless, room for very laige 
islands in places wholly unexamined. Many, likewise 



90$ OirTAIir OOOK*0 

of those whicb had fonnerly been discovered had beeq 
but imperfectly explored, and their situations were as 
imperfectly known. He was also persuaded that hi« 
eontinuine some time longer in this sea would be pro* 
dttctive of improTements m navigation and geography, 
as well as in oth^r sciences. 

In consequence of these views, it was Captain Cook's 
intention first to go in search of the land said to have 
been discovered by Juan Fernandez in the last century. 
If he should fail in finding this land, he proposed to di< 
rect his course in quest of Easter Island, or Davis's 
Land, the situation of which was known with so little 
certainty, that none of the attempts lately made for its 
discoTei7 had been successful. He next intended to 
get within the tropic, and then to proceed to the west, 
touching at, and settling the situations of such islands 
as he might meet with till he arrived at Otaheite, 
where it was necessary for him to stop, to look for the 
Adventure. It was also in his contemplation to run as 
hx west as the Tierra Austral del Espiritu Santo, 
which was discovered by Quiros, and to which M. de 
Bougainville has given the name of the Great Cy- 
clades. From this land it was the 'Captain's plan to 
steer to the south, and so back to the east, between 
the latitudes of fifty and sixty. In the execution of 
this plan, it was his purpose, if possible, to attain the 
length of Cape Horn in the ensuing November, when 
he should have the best part of the summer before him 
to explore the southern part of the Atlantic Ocean. 
Great as was this design, our commander thought it 
capable of being carried into execution ; and when he 
communicated it to his officers, he had the satisfaction 
of finding that it received their zealous and cheerful 
concurrence. They displayed the utmost readiness 
in executing, in the most effectual manner, every 
measure he thought proper to adopt. With'such good 
exainples to direct them, the seamen were always obe- 
dient and alert ; and on the present occasion, so far 
were they from wishing the voyage to be concluded, 
that they rejoiced at the prospect of its being prolonged 
another year, and of soon enjoying the benefits of a 
milder cumate. 
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In parauing his course to the north, Captain Cook 
became well assured that the discovery ot Juan Fer- 
nandez, if any such was ever made, could be nothing 
more than a small island. At this time the captain 
was attacked by«a bilious colie, the viojence of which 
confined him to his bed. The management of the ship, 
upon this occasion, was left to Mr. Cooper, the fint 
officer, who conducted her entirely to bis commander's 
satisfaction. It was several days before the most dan- 
gerous symptoms of Captain Cook's disorder were re- 
moved, dunng which time Mr. Patten, the surgeon, 
in attending upon him, manifested not only the skilful- 
ness of a physician, but the tenderness of a nurse. 
When the paptain began to recover, a favourite dog, 
belonging to Mr. Forster, fell a sacrifice to his tender 
■tomi^. There was no other fresh meat whatever on 
board, and he could eat not only of the broth which 
was made of it, but of the flesh itself, when there was 
nothing else that he was capable of tasting. Thus did 
he derive nourishment and strength from food, which, 
to most people in Europe, would nave been in the high- 
est degree aisgusting, and productive of sickness. 'The 
necessity of the case overcame every feeling of dislike. 

On the Uth of March our navigators came within 
sight of Easter Island, or Davis's Land, their trans- 
actions at which place were oftoo little moment to de- 
serve a particular recital. The inhabitants are, in 
general, a slender race. In colour, features, and lan- 
guage, they bear such an affinity to the people of the 
more western isles, Uiat there can be ho aoubt of their 
having been descended from one common original. It 
is indeed extraordinary that the same nation should 
have spread themselves to so wide an extent, as to 
take in almost a fourth part of the circumference of the 
globe. With regard to the^isposition of the natives 
of Easter Island, it is frieimly and hospitable; but 
they are as much addicted to stealing as any of their 
neighbours. The island itself hath so little to recom- 
mend it, that no nation need to contend for the honour 
of its discovery. So sparing has nature been of her 
favours to this spot, that there is ir it no safe anchor' 
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age, no wood for fuel, no fresh water worth taking on 
board. The most remarkable objects in the country are - 
some surprising gigantic statues, which were firrt seen 
by Roggewein. 

It was with pleasure that our commander quitted a 
place which could afford such slender accommodations 
to voyagers, and directed his course for the Marquesas 
Islands. He had not been long at sea before he was 
again attacked by his bilious disorder. The attack, 
boweyer, was not so violent as the former one had been. 
He had reason to believe that the return of his disease 
was owing to his having exposed and fatigued himself 
too much at Easter Island. 

On the 6th and 7th of April, our navigators came 
within sight of four islands, which they knew to be the 
Marquesas. To one of them, which was a new disco- 
very. Captain Cook gave the name of Hood's Island, 
after that of the young gentleman by whom it was first 
seen. As soon as the ship was brought to an anchor 
in Mad re de Dios, or Resolution Bay, in the Island of 
St. Christina, a traffic commenced, in the course of 
which the natives would frequently keep our goods, 
without making any return. At last the captain was 
obliged to fire a musket-ball over one man who had 
several times treated the English in this manner. This 
produced only a temporary effect. Too many of the 
Indians having come on board, our commander, who 
was going in a boat to find a convenient place for 
mooring the ship, said to the officers, " You must look 
well after these people, or they will certainly carry off 
something or other. Scarcely had he gotten into the 
boat, when he was informed that they had stolen an 
iron stanchion from the opposite gangway, and were 
carrying it off. Upon this he ordered his men to fire 
over the canoe, till he could get round in the boat, but 
not to kill any one. Such, however, was the notse 
made by the natives, that the order was not heard, and 
the unhappy thief was killed at the first shot. All the 
Indians having retired with precipitation, in conse- 
quence of this unfortunate accident. Captain Cook 
followed them into the bay, prevailed upon some of 
them to come alongside his boat, and, by suitable pre- 
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, 80 fkr conciliated their minds, that their fenrt 
teemed to be in a great meaaure allayed. The death 
of their countryman did not care them of their thievish 
disposition ; but at length it was somewhat restrained 
by their conviction that no distance secured them from 
the reach of our muskets. Several smaller instances 
of their talent at .stealing the captain thought proper to 
overlook. 

The provisions obtained at St. Christina were yams, 
plaintains, bread-fruit, a few cocoa-ncts, fowls, and 
small pifls. For a time the trade was carried on upon 
reasonaUe terms, but the market was at last ruined by 
the indiscretion of some young gentlemen, who gave 
away in exchange various articles which the'inhabitants 
had not seen before, and which captivated their fancy 
above nails, or more useful iron tools. One of the 'gen- 
tlemen bad given for a pig a very large quantity of red 
feathera, which he had gotten at Arasteitiam. The eF> 
feet of this was particularly fktal. It was not possible 
to support the trade in the manner m which it was now 
began, even for a sinsle day. When, therefore, our 
conmiander found that lie was not likely to be supplied 
on any conditions, with sufficient refreshments, and that 
the island was neither very convenient for taking in 
wood and water, nor for affording the necessary re- 
pairs of the ship, he determined to proceed immediately 
to tome other place where the wants of his people 
could be effectually relieved. AAer having been nine- 
teen weeks at sea, and having lived all that time upon 
salt diet, a change in their food could not avoid being 
fweuliarly desirable ; and yet, on their arrival at St Chris- 
tina, it could scarcely be asserted that a single man WbS 
siok, and there were but a few who had the least com- 
plaint of any kind. " This," says Captain Cook, "was 
nndottbtedly owing to the many anti-scorbutic articles 
we had on board, and to the great attention of the sur- 
geon, who was remarkably careful to apply them in 
time." It may justly be added,- that this was likewise 
owing to the singular care of the captain himself, and 
to the exertions of his authority in enforcing the ex- 
cellent regulations which his wisdom and humanity had 
* ted. 

OL.I O 9* 
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Tlie chief leaMn for our eommuida'fl toaduBg tt 
the Marquesas Islands was to fix their aitnatioa, that 
bdng the only cireomslanoe in which the naittical ae- 
coont of them, given in BIr. Dalrymple's coUectioii, is 
deficient It was farther desirable to settle this point, 
as it woold lead to a more accurate knowledge of Men- 
' dina*8 other discoveries. Accordingly Captain Cook 
has marked the sitoation of die Mar^oesas with his 
usoal correctness. He has also taken care to describe 
the rarticular cove in Resolution Bay, in the Island of 
Sl Christina, which is most convenient for obtaining 
wood and water. 

It is remarkable with respect to the inhabitants of the 
Hbrqnesas Islands, that collectively taken, they are, 
without exception, the finest race of people in this sea. 
Perhaps they surpass all othpr nations in symmetiy of 
form and regulannr of features. It is plain, however, 
from the affinity of their language to that of Otaheite 
and the Society Isles, that they are of the same origin. 
Of this affinity the English were fully sensible, though 
hey could not converse with them ; but Oedidee was 
eamible of doing it tolerably welL 

From the Murquesas Capbun (?ook steered for Ota- 
heite, with a view of falling in with some of the islands 
discovered by former navi^tors, and especially by the 
Dutch, the situation of which had not been accurately 
determined. In the course of the voyage, he passed a 
number of low islots, connected togetlwr bv reefii of 
coral rocks. One of the islands, on which Lieutenant 
Cooper went ashore with two boats well armed, was 
called by the natives Tiookea. It had been discovered 
and visited by Captain Byron. The inhabiuute of 
Tiookea are of a much darker colour than those of the 
higher islands, and appeared to he more fierce in their 
dispositions. This may be owing to their manner of 
gaining their subsistence, which is chiefly from the sea, 
and to their being much exposed to the sun and the 
weather. Our voyagers observed that they were stent, 
well-made men, and that they had marked on their 
bodies the figure o£ a fish, which was a good emblem 
of their profession. 

Besides passing by St George*8 Islands, which hsd 
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been bo named by Captain Byron, our commander 
made the discovery of toor others. These he .called 
Palliser's Isles, in honour of his particular friend. Sir 
Hugh Palliser. The inhabitants seemed to be the same - 
sort of people as those of Tiookea, and, like them, were 
armed with long pikes. Captain Cook coald not de- 
termine, with any degree of certainty, whether thqi 
group of isles he bad lately seen were, or were not, any 
of those that had been discovered by the Dutch naviga- 
tors* This was owing to the neglect of recording, with 
sufficient accuracy, the situation of their discoveries. 
Our commander hath, in general, observed, with regard 
to this part of the ocean, that, from the latitude of 
twenty down to fourteen or twelve, and from the meri- 
dian of a hundred and thirty-eight to a hundred and 
forty-eight or a hundred and fifty west, it is so strewed 
with low isles, that a navigator cannot proceed with too 
Binch caution. 

On the 22d of April, Captain Cook reached the bland 
of Otaheite, and anchored in Matavai Bay. As his 
chief teason for putting in at this place was to give Mc 
Wales an opportunity of ascertaining the error of tlxe 
watch by the known longitude, and to determine anew 
her rate of going, the first object was to land the instru- 
ments, and to erect tents for the reception of a guard, 
and such other people as it was necessary to have on 
■here. Sick there were none; for the refreshments 
which had been obtained at the Marquesas had removed 
every complaint of that kind. 

From the quantity pf provisions which, contraiy to 
expectation, our commander now found at Otaheite, he 
determined to make a longer stay in the island then he 
had at first intended. Accordingly, he took measures 
for the repairs of the ship, which the high southern lati- 
tudes had rendered indispensably necessaiy. 

During Captain Cook's stay at Otaheite, he main- 
tained a mpst friendly connexion with the inhabitjmts ; 
and a continual interchange of visits was preserved 
between him and Otoo, Towha, and other chiefii of the 
country. His traffic with them was greatly facilitated 
by his having fortunately brought wun him some red 
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IWTTOt feathen from the Island of Amsterdam. Theee 
were jewels of high valae in the eyes of the OtaheitaiUL, 
The captain*8 stock in trade was by this time greatly 
exhausted ; so that, if it bad not been for the feathen, 
he would have found it difficult to have supplied the 
■hip with the necessary refreshments. 
§ Among other entertainments which our commander 
and tbe rest of the English gentlemen met with at Ota- 
heite, one was a grand naval review. The vessels, of 
war con^sted of a hundred and sixty large double car 
noes, well equipped, manned, and armed. They were 
decorated with flags and streamers, and the chiefs, to- 
gether with all those who were on the fighting stagea, 
were dressed in their war habits. The whole fleet nuide 
a noble appearance, such as ourvoyaeers had never 
seen before in this sea, or could ever have expected. 
Besides the vessels of war, there were a "hundred and 
aeventy sail of smaller double canoes, which seemed to 
be designed for transports and victuallers. Upon each 
of them was a little nouse, and they were rigged with 
mast and sail, which was not the case with tbs war ctf 
noes. Captain Cook guessed that there were no leas 
than seven thousand seven hundred and sixty men in 
the whole fleet. He was not able to obtain full in- 
formation concerning the design of this armament. 

Notwithstanding fhe agreeable intercourse that vraa, 
in general, maintained between our commander and the 
people of Otaheite, circumstances occasionally happened 
which called for peculiar exertions of his prudence and 
resolution. One of the natives,»who had attempted to 
steal a water-cask from the watering place, was caught in 
the fact, sent on board, and put in irons. In this situation 
he was seen by King Otoo, and other chiefs. Captain 
Cook having made known to them the crime of theii 
countryman, Otoo entreated that he might be set at liberty. 
This the captain however refused, alleging, that since he 
punished his own people when they committed the leaat 
offence against Otoo*s, it was but just that this man should 
also be punished. As Captain Cook knew that Otoo 
would not punish him, he resolved to do it himself. Ac 
cordingly, he directed the criminal to be carried on shore 
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to the tentg, and having himself followed, ttjth the 
ehiefr and other Otaheitans, he ordered the guard out, 
under arms, and cbmmanded the man to be tied up to 
a post. Otoo again solicited the culprit's release, and 
in this he was seconded bj his sister, but in vain. The 
captain expostulated with him on the conduct of the 
man, and of the Indians in general, telling him, that 
neither he, nor any of the ship's company, took the* 
smallest matter of property from them without first pay< 
ing for it ; enumerating the articles which the BInglish 
had given in exchange for such and such things, and 
urgii^g that it was wrong in them to steal from those 
who were their friends. He added, that the punishing 
of the guilty person would be the means of saving the 
lives of several of Otoo's people, by deterring them 
from committing crimes of the like nature, and thus 
preventing th^em from the danger of being shot to death, 
which would certainly happen, at one time or otiier, if 
they persisted in their robberies. W^th these arguments 
the king appeared to be satisfied, and only desired that 
the man mizht not be killed. Captain Cook then dir 
rected that the crowd, which was very great, should be 
kept at a proper distance, and, in the presence of them 
all, ordered the fellow two dozen of lashes with a cat- 
o'^nine tails. This punishment the man sustained with 

Seat firmness, after which he was set at liberty. When 
e natives were going away, Towha called them back, 
and, with much gracefulness of action, addressed them 
in a speech of nearly half an hour in length, the design 
of which was to condemn their, present conduct, and to 
recommend a different one for the future. To make a 
farther impression upon the minds of the inhabitants, 
oar commander ordered his marines to go through their 
exercises, and to load and fire in volleys with balls. As 
they were very quick in their manoeuvres, it is more 
easy to conceive than to describe the' amazement which 
possessed the Indians during the whole time, and espe- 
cially those of them who had not seen any thing of the 
kind before^ 

The judicious will discern, with regard to this nar- 
rative that it throws peculiar light on Captain Cook's 



tl4 OATTAIir C00K*8 

character. Nor is it an nncnrioat cireoamtanoe ia the 
history of human society, that a stranser sboald thoa ex- 
ercise jnrisdiction over the natives of a country, in the 
presence of the prince of that country, without his au- 
thority, and even contrary to his solicitations. 

Another disagreeable altercation with the inhabitants 
of Otaheite, arose from the n^ligence of one of the 
English sentinels on shore. Having either slept, or 
quitted bis post, an Indian seized the opportunity of car- 
rying off his musket. When any extraordinary thefl 
was committed, it immediately excited such an alarm 
among the natives in general, from their fear of Captain 
Cook's resentment, that they fled from their habitations, 
and a stop was put to the traffic for provisions. On the 
present occasion, the captain had Jio small degree of 
trouble ; but, by his prudent conduct, the musicet was 
recovered, peace restored, and commerce again opened. 
In the differences which happened with the' several peo- 
ple be met with in his voyages, it was a rule with nim 
never to touch the least article of their property, any 
farther than to detain their canoes for a while, when it 
became absolutely necessary. He always chose Xbe 
most mild and equitable methods of bringing them to 
reason ; and in this he not only succeeded, but frequent- 
ly put things upon a better footing than if no contention 
had taken place. 

During this visit to Otaheite, fruit and other refresh- 
ments were obtained in great plenty. The relief aris- 
ing from them was the more agreeable and salutary, as 
the bread of the ship was in a bad condition. Though 
the biscuit haa been aired and picked at New Zealand, 
h was now in such a state of aecay, that it was neces 
sary for it to undergo another airing and cleaning, in 
which much of it was found wholly rotten, and unfit to 
be eaten. This decay was judged to be owing to the 
ice our navigators had frequently taken In, when to die 
southward, which made the hold of the vessel cold and 
damp, and to the great heat that succeeded, when they 
came to the north. Whatever was the cause, the loss 
was so considerable, that the men were put to a scanty 
allowance in this article, with the additional mortifica 
tion of the bread*s being bad«that could be used. 
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Two ^at8 that had been given by Captain Fameauz 
to Otoo, in the former part of the ▼oyage, aeenfed to 
promise fair for answering the parposes for which they 
were left upon the islana. The ewes* soon after, had 
two female kids, which were now so far grown as to be 
almost ready to propagate. At the same time the old 
ewe was again with kid. The people were/very fond 
of them, and they were in excellent condition. From 
these circumstances Captain Cook entertained a hope, 
that in a course of years, they would multiply so much 
as to be extended over all the isles of the Southern 
Ocean. The like success did not attend the sheep 
which had been left in the country. These speedily 
< died, one excepted, which was said to be yet alive. 
Our navigators also furnished the natives with cats, 
having given away no less than twenty at Otaheite, be- 
sides some which had been made presents of at Ulietea 
and Huaheine. 

With regard to the number of the inhabitants of Ota- 
heite, our commander collected, from comparing seve- 
ral facts together, that, including women and children, 
there could not be less, in the whole island, than two 
hundred and four thousand. This number, at first sight, 
exceeded his beHef. But when he came to reflect on 
the vast swarms of people that appeared wherever he 
went, he was convinced that the estimate was agreeable 
to truth. 

Such was the friendlv treatment which our voyagers 
met with at Otaheite, that one of the gunner's mates 
was induced to form a plan for remaining in the coun- 
try. As he knew that he conld not execute his scheme 
with success while the Resolution continued in ^atavai 
Bay, he took the opportunity, when she was ready to 
quit it, and the sails were set for that purpose, to slip 
overboard. Being a good swimmer, he had no douM 
of getting safe to a canoe, which vras at some distance 
ready to receive him, for his design was concerted 
with the natives, and had even been encouraged by 
Otoo. However, he was discovered before he had 
gotten clear of the ship, and a boat being presently 
hoisted out, he was taken up and brought back to the 
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veuel. Wften our commander reflected on tlus man ■ 

eitaation, he did not think him yery culpable, or his 

desire of staying in the island so extraordinary, as 

might at first view be imagined. He was a native of 

Ireland, and had sailed in the Dutch service. Captain 

Cook, on his return from his former voyage, had picked 

him up at Batavia, and had kept him in his employ 

^ ment ever since, it did not appear that he had either 

friends or connexions which could bind him to any 

particular part of the world. All nations being alike 

to him, where could he be more happy than at Ota- 

heite? Here, in one of the finest climates of the 

globe, he could enjoy not only the necessaries, but the * 

luxuries of life, in ease and plenty. The captain sCems 

to think, that if the man had applied to him. in time, 

he might have given his consent to his remaining in the 

country. 

On the I5th of May Captain Cook anchored in 
0*Wharre Harbour, in the island of Huaheine. He 
wss immediately visited by his friend Oree, and the 
same agreeable intercourse subsisted between the cap- 
tain and this good old chief, which had formerly taken 
place. Red feathers were not here in such estimation 
as they had been at Otaheite ; the natives of Huaheine 
having the good sense to give a preference to the more 
useful articles of nails and axes. During the stay of 
our voyagers in the island, some alarms were occa- 
sioned by the thievish disposiuon of several of the in- 
habitants, but matters subsided without any material 
consequences. A solemn march, which our commander 
made through part of the country, at the head of forty- 
eight men, tended to impress the Indians with a sense 
of his power and authority In fact, their attefnpts 
at stealing had been too much invited by the indiscre- 
tion of some of the English, who un^ardedly se- 
parated themselves m the woods, for thi purpose of 
Umg birds, and who managed their musfeets^so un- 
rf AeLrivS. '*'^"' ^^'' formidable in the eyes 

I cannot persuade myself to omit a dramirtif* nntAi^ 
dnmenl. m which «ve4l of .jie genU^^'gSo^i^ 
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to the Reeolntion attended one erenioff. The piece 
represented a girl as running away with our naviga- 
tors from Ouneite, and the story was partly foundtod 
in truth ; for a youne woman had taken H passage in 
the ship, down to Ulietea. She happened to be pre- 
sent at the representation of her own' adventures, 
which had such an effect upon her, that It was with 
great difSculty that she could be prevailed upon by the 
English gentlemen to see the play out, or to refrain 
from tears while it was acting. The piece concluded 
with the reception which she was supposed to jneet 
with from her friends at her return, and it was a re- 
ception that was by no means favourable. As these 
people, when they see occasion, can add little extem- 
pore pieces to their entertainments, it is reasonable to 
imagine that the representation now described was 
intended as a satire against the girl, and to discourage 
others from following her steps. Such is the sense 
which they entertain of the prbpriety of ftmale deco- 
rum. 

During Captain Cook's stay at Huaheine, bread-fruit, 
cocoa-nuts, and other vegetable productions, were pro- 
cured in abundance, but not a sufficiency of hogs to 
supply the daily expense of the ship. This was partly 
owing to a want or proner articles for traffic The cap- 
tain was obliged, therefore, to set the smiths at work, to 
make different sorts of nails, iron tools, and instruments, 
in order to enaUe him to obtain refreshments at the 
islands he was yet to visit, and to support his credit and 
influence among the natives. 

When our commander was ready to sail irom Hoa- 
beine, Oree was the last man that went out of the 
vessel. At parting. Captain Cook told him that they 
should meet each other no more, at which he wept, 
and said, **Let your sons come, we will treat them 
well.' 

At Ulietea, to which the captain next directed hb 
courw, the events that occurred were nearly similar to 
those which had already been related. He had always 
been received by the people of this island in the most; 
)ioipitable manner, and they were justly entitled to 
every thing which it was in his power to grant Thef 
10 
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exprested the deepest concern at his departure, and 
were continually importuning him to return. Oreo, the 
chief, and nis wife and daughter, but especially the tw6 
latter, scarcely ever ceased weeping. Their grief was 
«o excessive, that it might perhaps be doubted whether 
it was entirely sincere and unaffected; but oiir com- 
mander was of opinion that it was real. At length, 
when he was ready to sail, they took a most affection- 
ate leave. Oreo's last request to Captain Cook was, 
that he would return ; and when he could not obtain a 
promise to that effect, he asked the name of his bury- 
vaz place. To this strange question the captain answer* 
e^ without hesitation, that it was Stepney, that being 
the parish in which he lived when in London. Mr. 
Forster, to whom the same question was proposed, re- 
plied, with greater wisdom and recollection, that no 
man, who used the sea, could say where he should be 
buried. 

As our commander could not promise, or even then 
suppose, that more English ships would be sent to the 
southern isles, Oedidee, who for so many months haa 
been the faithful companion of our navigators, chose to 
remain in his> native country. But he left them with a 
regret fully demonstrative of his esteem and affection 
nor could any thing have torn him from them, but the 
fear of never returning. When Oreo pressed so ai^ 
dently Captain Cook's return, he sometimes gave soch 
answers as left room for hope. At these answers Oedi- 
dee would eagerly catch, take him on one side, and ask 
him over again. The captain declares that he had not 
wordfs to descrij^ the anguish which ^appeared in this 
young man's breast when he went away. He looked 
up at the ship, burst into tears, and then sunk down into 
the canoe. Oedidee was a youth of good parts, and of 
a docile, gentle, and humane disposition ; but as he 
was almost wholly ignorant of tne religion, govern- 
ment, manners, customs, and traditions of his country- 
men, and the neighbouring i^laiids, no material know- 
ledge could have been collected from him, had our 
commiUider brought him away. He would, however, 
in every resMct, have been a better specimen of the 

ion than Qmai. 
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When Cvptain Cook firat came to them iflandf, he 
bad some thoughts of visiting Tupia's famous Bolobo- 
la. But having obtained a plentiful supply of refresh- 
ments, and the route he had in view allowing him no 
time to spare, he laid this design aside, and directed hia 
course to the west. Thus did he take his leave, as he 
then thought, for ever, of these happy isles, on which 
benevolent nature has spread her luxuriant sweets with 
a lavish hand, and in which the natives, copying Uie 
bounty of Providence, are equally liberal, being ready 
to contribute plentifully and cheerfully to the wants of 
navigators.'*' 

* From Mr. Wales's observations it appeared tbat, during 
five months, in which the watch had passed throusta the 
extremes of heat and cold, it went better in tha cold tlun 
in tbe hot dimatea. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

CONTINUED. 

On the 6tb of Jane, the day after our yoyagers left 
Ulietea, they saw land, which they found to be a low 
reef island, about four leaeues in compass, and of a 
circular form. This was Howe Island, which |>ad 
been discovered by Captain Wallis. Nothing remark* 
able occurred from this day to the 16th, when land was 
again seen. It was another reef island ; and beii^ a 
new discovery. Captain Cook gave it the name of Pal- 
merstoii Island, in honour of Lord Palmerston. On 
the 2(Hh, fresh land appeared, which was perceived to 
be inhabited. This induced our commander to go on 
shore with a party of gentlemen ; but the natives were 
found to be fierce and untractable All endeavoun to 
Vknng them to a parley were to no purpose ; for they 
came on with the ferocity of wild boars, and instantly 
threw their darts. Two or three muskets dischar^d 
\&.>2cAk ^T did not prevent one of them from advancmg 
till farther, and throwing another dart, or rather 
* 9pear, whiclm. passed close over Captain Cook's 
tkoaJder, The courage of thii man had nearly cost 
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bim hit life. When he threw his spear, he was not 
five paces from the captain, who had resolved to shoot 
him for his own preservation. It happened, however, 
that his musket missed fire : a circumstance on which 
he afterward reflected with pleasure. When he join- 
ed his party, and tried his musket in the air it went off 
perfectly well. This island, from the disposition and be- 
haviour'of the natives, with whom no intercourse could 
be established, and from whom no benefit could be re- 
ceived, was called by our <M>mmander Savage Island. 
It is about eleven leagues in circuit ; is of a round foim 
and good height; and has deep waters close to its 
shores. Among its other disadvantages, it is not fur* 
nished with a Harbour. 

In pursuing his course to the west-south-west. Cap 
tain Cook passed by a number of small islands, and, 
on the 26th, anchored on the north side of Anamocka, 
or Rotterdam. A traffic immediately commenced with 
the natives, who brought what provisions they had^ 
being chiefly yams and shaddocks, which they ex- 
changed for nails, beads, and other small articles. 
Here, as in many former cases, the captain was put to 
some trouble, on account of the thievish disposition 
of the inhabitants. As they had gotten possession of 
an adze and two muskets, he found it necessary to 
ezeK himself with peculiar vigour, in order to oblige 
them to make restitution. For this purpose, he com- 
manded all the marines to be armed, and sent on shore ; 
and the result of this measure was, that the things 
which had been stolen were restored. In the contest. 
Captain Cook was under the necessity of firins some 
small shot at a native, who had distinguished himself 
by his resistance. His countrymen afterwards report- 
ed that he was dead ; but he was only wounded, and 
that not in a dangerous manner. Though his sufTerin^fs 
were the effects of his own misbehaviour, the captain 
endeavoured to soften them, by makine him a present, 
and directing his wounds to be dressed by the surgeon 
of the ship. 

The first time that our commander landed at Ana- 
mocka, an old lady presented him with a girl, and 
Cftve faim to undeiBtand, that she was at his service 
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tfiM,who had previously been instructed, wanted -8 
•pike-nail, or a shirt, neither of which he had to give 
her: and he flattered himself, tha*:, by making the two 
women sensible of his poverty, he should easily get 
clear of their importunities. In this, liowever, he was 
mistaken. The favours of the young lady were offered 
upon credit ; and on his declining the proposal, the 
old woman began to argue with him ana then to 
abuse him. As far as he could collect from her coun- 
teaaBce and her actions, the design of her speech was 
both to ridicule and reproach him, for refusing to en- 
tertain so fine a young woman. Indeed, the girl was 
by no means destitute of beauty; but Captain Cook 
found it more easy to withstand her allurements than 
the abuses of the ancient matron, and therefore hasten 
ed into his boat. 

While the captain was on shore at Anamocka, he 
got the names of twenty islands,' which lie between the 
north-west and north-east. Some of them were in 
sight ; and two of them, which are most to the west, 
are remarkable on account of their great height These 
are Amattafoa and Oghao. From a continual column 
of smoke which was seen daily ascending from the 
middle of Amattafoa, it was Judged that Siere was a 
volcano in that island. 

Anamocka was first discovered by Tasman, and by 
him was named Rotterdam. It is of a triangular form, 
and each side extends about three and a half or four 
miles. From the north-west to the south of the island, 
round by the east and north, it is encompassed by a 
number of small isles, sand-banks, and breakers. An 
end could not be seen to their extent to the north, and 
they may possibly reach as far to the south as Amster- 
dam, or Tongataboo. Together with Middleburg, or 
Eaoowe, and Pilsart, these form a group, containing 
about three degrees of latitude, and two of longitude. 
To this group Captain Cook had given the name of 
the Friendly Isles, or Archipelago, from the firm al- 
Lance and friendship which seemed to subsist among 
their inhabitants, and from their courteous behaviour 
to strangers. The same group may perhaps be ex- 
tended much farther, even down to Boscawen and 
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Keppel*! bles, which were discoTered bjr Captain 
WaUia, and lie nearly in the same meridian. 

Whilst our commander waa at Anamocka, he waa 
particularly assiduoua to prevent the introduction of a 
certain disorder. As some of his people broug^ht with 
them the remains of this disease from the Society bles, 
he prohibited them from having any female intercourse ; 
ana he had reason to believe uiat his endeavours were 
anccessful. 

The productions of Rotterdam, and the persons, 
manners, and customs of its inhabitants, are smiilar to 
those of Amsterdam, it is not, however, eaually plen- 
tiful in its fruits, nor is every part of it in so high a state 
of cultivation, ^either hath it arisen to the same de- 
gree of wealtA, with regard to cloth, matting, orna- 
ments, and other articles, which constitute the chief 
riches of the islanders of the Southern Ocean. 

Pursuing their course to the west, our navigaton dis- 
covered land on the Ist of July ; and, upon a nearer 
approach, found it to be a small island, to which, on 
account of the number of turtle that were seen upon 
the coast, Captain Cook gave the name of Turtle Isle. 
On the 16th, high land was seen bearing south-west, 
which no one doubted to be the Australis del Espirito 
Santo of Quiros, and which is called by M. de Bou- 
gainville the Great Cyclades. After exploring the coast 
for some days, the captain came to an anchor, in a 
harbour in the island of Mallicollo. One of his first 
objects was to commence a friendly intercourse with 
the natives ; but, while he was thus employed, an ac- 
cident occurred, which threw all into confusion, though 
in the end it was rather advantageous than hurtful to 
the English. A fellow in a canoe, having been refused 
admittance into one of our boats, bent his bow to 
shoot a poisoned arrow at the boat-keeper. Some of 
his countrymen having prevented his doing it that 
instant, time was given to acquaint 0£r commander 
with the transaction, who immediately ran upon deck. 
^t this minute, the Indian had directed his bow to 
the boat-keeper ; but upon being called to by Captain 
Cook, he pomted it at nim. Happily, the captain had 
a mualr^ m his hand loaded wtth small shot, wad g«f« 
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hSm the eontents. By thu, however, he was only 
■taggered for a moment ; for he still held his bow in 
this attitude of shooting. A second diBchar|re of the 
■ante nature made him drop it, and obliged him, to> 
gether with the other natives who were in the canoe, 
to paddle off with all possible celerity. At this time, 
some of the inhabitants began to shoot arrows from 
another quarter. A musket discharged in the air had 
no effect upon them ; but no sooner was a four*pound 
ball shot over their heads than they fled in the utmost 
coafiudon. 

.A few hours after these transactions, the English 
put off in two boats, and landed in the face of four 
or five hundred people, who were assembled on the 
shore; and who, though they were all armed with 
bows and arrows, clubs and spears, made not the least 
opposition. On the contrary, when they saw Captain 
Cook advance with nothing but a green branch in his 
hand, one of them, who appeared to be a chief, giving 
his bow and arrows to another, met the captain in the 
water, bearing also a green branch. These beine 
mutually exchanged in token of friendship, the chief led 
our commander to the crowd, to whom he immediately 
distributed presents. The marines, in the mean time, 
were drawn up on the beach. Captain Cook then ac- 
quainted the Indians, by signs, that he wanted wood ; 
and in the same manner permission was granted him to 
cut down the trees. 

Much traffic could not be carried on witfi these peo- 
ple, because they set no value on nails, or iron tools, or, 
indeed, on any articles which our navigators could 
furnish. In such exchanges as they did make, and 
which were principally of arrows for pieces of cloth, 
they distinguished themselves by their honesty. When 
the ship had begun to sail from the island, and they 
might easily, in consequence of their canoes dropping 
astern, have avoided delivering the things they had 
been paid for, they used their utmost efforts to get up 
with her, that they might discharge their obligations. 
One man, in particular, followed the Resolution, a 
considerable time, and did not reach her till the object 
whieh brought aim was forgotten. As soon as he came 
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alongside the vessel, he held up the thing which hmi 
been purchased ; and, though several of the crew offered 
to buy it, he insisted upon delivering it to the person to 
whom it had been sold. That person, not knowing 
him again, would have given something in return ; but 
this he refused, and showed him what he had before re- 
ceived. There was only a single instance in which the 
natives took, or even attempted to take, any thing from 
our voyagers, by any means whatever ; and in that case 
restitution was immediately made, without trouble and 
without altercation. 

The inhabitants of Mallicollo, in general, are the 
most ugly and ill-proportioned people that Captain- 
Cook had ever seen, and are in every respect different 
from all the nations that had been met with in the 
Southern Ocean. They are a very dark-coloured, and 
gather a diminutive race, with long heads, flat faces, 
and countenances which have some resemblance to 
that of the monkey. Their hair, which is mostly black 
or brown, is short and curly; but not altogether so 
sofl and woolly as that of a negro. The difference of 
this people from any whom our commander had yet 
visited, appeared not only in their persons but their 
language. Of about eighty words, which were col- 
lected by Mr. Forster, scarcely one was found to bear 
any aflinity to the language spoken in any county or 
island hitherto described. It was observed by Cap* 
tain Cook, that the natives could pronounce most of 
the English words with great ease. They had not so 
much as a name for a dog, and knew nothing of that 
animal ; for which reason the captain left them a dog 
and bitch ; and as they were very fond of them, it was 
highly probable that the breed would be fostered and in- 
creased. 

To the harbour, in which our commander anchored, 
while he lay at Mallicollo, he gave the name of Fort 
Sandwich. It has many advantages, with regard to 
depth of water, shelter from winds, and lying so nerr 
the shore as to be a cover to those of the ship's coilh 
pany, who may be carrying on any necessary opera- 
tions at land. 

Soon after oar navigators had gotten to aea, which 
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was on the 23d of July, tbey discovered three or foot 
Bmall islands, that before had appeared to be con* 
nected. At this time the Resolution was not far from 
the Isle of Ambrym, the Isle of Paoom, and the Isle of 
Apee. On the next morning, several more islands 
were discovered, lying off the south-east point of Apee» 
and constituting a group, which Captain Cook called 
Shepherd^s Isles, in honour of his learned and valuable 
friend. Dr. Shepherd, Plumian professor of Astro- 
nomy at Cambridge. The ship was this day in soi^ie 
danger. It suddenly fell calm, and our voyagers were 
left to the mercy of the current, close by the isl^M, 
where no sounding could be found with a line of a 
hundred and eighty fathoms. The lands or islands, 
wUch lay around the vessel in every direction, were so 
numerous, that they could not be counted. At this 
crisis a b^^eeze sprung up, which happily relieved the 
captain and his company from the anxiety the calm had 
occasioned. 

Amidst the number of islands, that were continually 
seen by our navigators, there was only one on which no 
inhabitants were discerned. This consisted chiefly of 
a remarkable peaked rock, which was only accessible 
to birds, and which obtained the name of the Monn- 
ment. 

In the farther course of the ship to the southward, 
our navigators drew near to certain lands, which they 
found to consist of one large island, the southern and 
western extremities of which extended beyond their 
sight. Three or four smaller ones lay off its north 
•side. To the two principal of these Captain Cook 

Sve the name of Montagu and Hinchinbrook; and 
s large island he named Sandwich, in honour of his 
noble patron the Earl of Sandwich. This island, 
which was spotted with woods and lawns, agreeably 
diversified over the whole surface, and which had a 
gentle slope from the hills down to the sea-coast, ex- 
hibited a most beau.tiful and delightful prospect. The 
examination of it was not, however, so much an object 
with our commander, as to proceed to the south, in 
order to find the southern extremity of the Archipe- 
lago. 
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Panainf his dncoveries, Captain Cook came is 
liffht of an island, which was afterwards known to bo 
euled by the natives Erromango. After coasting it 
for three days, he brought his vessel to anchor in a 
iMy there, on the Sd of August. The next day, he 
went with two boats to examine the coast, and to look 
for a proper landing-place, that he might obtain a 
■opply of wood and water. At this time, the inha* 
bitants began to assemble on the shore, and by signs 
to invite our people to land. Their behavionr waa 
apparently so friendly, that the captain was charmed 
with it ; and the only thing which could give him the 
least suspicion wae, that most of them were armed with 
clubs, spears, darts, and bows and arrows. He did 
not, therefore, remit his vigilance ; but kept his. eye 
continually upon the chief, watching his looks, as well 
as his actions. It soon was evident, that the inten- 
tions of the Indians were totally hostile. They made 
a violent attempt to seize upon one of the boats ; and 
though, on our commander's pointing a musket at 
them, they in some measure desisted, yet they returned 
in an instant, seemingly determined to carry their de- 
sign into execution. At the head of the party waa the 
chief: while others, who could not come at the boat, 
stood behind with darts, stones, and bows and arrows 
u hand, ready to support their countrymen. As signs 
and threats had no effect, the safety of Captain Cook 
and his people became the only o^ect of considera- 
tion, and yet he was unwilling to fire on the multi- 
tude. He resolved, therefore, to make the chief alone 
the victim of his own treachery, and accordingly aimed < 
his musket at him ; but at this critical moment it missed 
fire. This circumstance encouraged the natives to 
despise our weapons, and to show the superiority of 
their own, by throwing stones and darts, and by shoot- 
ing arrows. Hence it became absolutely necessaiy 
for the captain to give orders to his men to fire upon 
the assailants. The first discharge threw them into 
confusion ; but a second was scarcely sufficient to drive 
them off the beach. In consequence of this skirmish, 
four of the Indians lay, to all appearance, dead on the 
4hore. However, two of them were afterwards per-^ 
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eeived to crawl into the bushes ; and it was happy for 
these people, that not half of the muskets of the Eliielish 
would go oS, since otherwise many more must hare 
&Uen. The inhabitants were, at lensth, so terrified, as 
to make no farther appearance ; and two oars, which 
had been lost in the conflict, were left standing up 
against the bushes. 

It was observed of these islanders, that they seemed 
of a different race from those of Mallicollo, and that 
they spoke a different language. They are of a middle 
siie, with a good shape and tolerable features. Their 
colour is very dark; and their aspect is not mended 
Dy a custom they have of painting their faces, soma 
with a black, and others with a red pigment As to 
their hair, it is curly and crisp, and somewhat woolly 
The few women who were seen, and who appeared to 
be ugly, wore a kind of petticoat, made either of palm 
leaves, or of a plant similar in its nature ; but the men, 
like those of Mallicollo, were almost entirely naked 
On account of the treacherous behaviour of the in- 
habitants of Erromango, Captain Cook called a promon* 
tory, or peninsula, near which the skirmish happened, 
TraUor*^ Head. 

From this place the captain sailed for an island 
which had been discovered before, at a distance, and 
at which, on account of his wanting a large quantity 
of wood and water, he was resolved to make some 
stay.' At first the natives were disposed to be very 
hostile ; but our commander, with equal wisdom and 
humanity, contrived to terrify them, without danger to 
their lives. This was principally effected by nringa 
few great guns, at which they were so much alarmed, 
as afterwanis to be brought to tolerable order. Among 
these islanders, many were inclined to be on friendly 
terms with our navigators, and especially the oid peo- 
ple ; while most of Uie younger were daring and inso* 
lent, and obliged the English to keep to their arms. 
It was natural enough, that age should be prudent and 
cautious, and youth bold anaimpetuous ; and yet this 
distinction, with regard to the behaviour of the various 
vations which had been visited by Captain Cook, had 
not ooeurred before. 
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The ialaiid, where the capCiiiii now tteyed, Wet 
found, upon inquiry, to be called, by the inhabitant^ 
Tanna; and three others in its neighbourhood, and 
which could be seen from it, were distinguished bj 
Che names of Immer, Erronan or Footoona, and Anna- 
tom. 

From such information of the natives, as our com- 
mander could see no reason to doubt, it appeared, that 
circumcision was practised among them, and that they 
were eaters of human flesh. Concerning the latter 
«i>bject, he should never have thought of asking them 

single question, if they had not introduced it them- 
selves, by inquiring whether the English had the same 
custom. It hath been argued, that necessity alone 
could be the origin of this horrid practice. But as 
(he people of Taana are possessed of fine pork and 
fowls, together with an abundance of rooU and fniiu, 
the plea of necessity cannot be urged in their behal£ 
In fact, no instance was seen of their eatine human 
flesh; and, therefore, there might, perhaps, be some 
reason to hesitate in pronouncing them to be can- 
nibals. 

By degrees the inhabitants grew so courteous and 
civil, as to permit the English gentlemen to ramble 
about in the skirts of the woods, and to shoot in them, 
without affording them the least molestation or show 
ing any dislike. One day, some boys of the island 
having gotten behind thickets, and thrown two or 
three stones at our people, who were cutting wood, 
they were fired at by the petty officers on duty. Cap- 
tain Cook, who was then on shore, was alarmed at the 
report of the muskets ; and, when he was informed of 
the cause, was much displeased, that so wanton a use 
should be made of our fire-arras. Proper measures 
were taken by him to prevent such conduct for tbe 
future. 

In the island of Tanna was a volcano, which some- 
times made a dreadful noise, and, at each explosion, 
which happened every three or four minutes, threw up 
fire and smoke in prodigious columns. At one time, 
mat stones were seen high in the air. At the foot of 
uie hill were aevecal hot springs ; and on the aide of jt 
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Mr. FoTBter found some places whence smoke of a sal- 
phureous smell issued, through cracks or fissures of th* 
earth. A thermometer, that was placed in a little hole 
made in one of them, and which in the open air stood 
only at eighty rose to a hundred and seventy. In ano* 
Jier inptance, the mercury rose to a hundred and ninety 
one. Our commander, being desirous of getting a near 
and good view of the volcam* net oat with a party for 
that purpose. But the gentlemen met with so many 
obstructions from the inhabitants, who were jealous of 
^ir penetrating far into the country, that they thought 
proper to return. 

It is observable, with respect toth. volcano of Tanoa, 
that it is not on the ridge of the hill to which it belongs, 
but on its side. Nor is that hill the highest in the coun- 
try, for there are others near it of more than double its 
height. It was in moist and wet weather that the vol- 
cano was most violent. 

When our commander was ready to sail from Tanna 
an event happened, which gave him much concern. 
Just as our people were g;euing some logs into the 
boat, four or five of the natives stepped forward to see 
what they were doing. In consequence of the Indians 
»ot being allowed to come within certain limits, the 
sentinel ordered them back, upon which they readily 
complied. At this time. Captain Cook, who had his 
ejes fixed upon them, observed the sentry present his 
piece to the men. The captain was going to reprove 
nim for this action, when, to his inexpressible astonish- 
ment, the sentry fired. An attack, so causeless and 
extraordinary, natural! v threw the natives into great * 
confusion. Most of them fled, and it was with diffi- 
culty that our commander could prevail upon a fisw of 
them to remain. As they ran off, he perceived one of 
them to fall, who was immediately lifted up by two 
others, who took him into the water, washed his 
wound, and then led him oflf. The wounded person 
not being carried far. Captain Cook sent for the sur- 
geon of the ship, and accompanied him to the man, 
whom they found expiring. The rascal that had fired 
pretended, that an Indian had laid an arrow across 
ba bow, and was going to shoot at him ; so that ko 
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appieheiided hinuelf to be in danger Thii, howoTer 
.was no more than what the islanders had always done, 
to show that they were armed as well as our voyagers. 
What rendered the present incident the more nnfr*^ 
toaate was. that it was not the man who bent the bow, 
bot one who stood near him, that was shot by the 
sentry. 

The harbour where the captahi anchored, during big 
stay at Tanna, was called bjr nim Port Resolution, aiker 
the name of the ship, she b^ng the first vessel by which 
it was ever entered. It was no more than a little creek, 
three <}uaiters of a mile in length, and about half that 
space m breadth. No place can exceed it in its con- 
venience, for taking in wood and water, which are both 
dose to- the shore. The inhabitant of the island, with 
whom our commander had the most frequent and 
friendly connexions, was named Paowanj^. 

Very little trade could be carried on with the people 
of Tanna. They had not the least knowled^ or iron ; 
and consequently, nails, tools, and other articles made 
of that metal, and which are so greedily sought for in 
the more eastern isles, were here of no consideration 
Cloth could be of no service to persons who g:o naked. 

Among the productions of the island, there is reason 
to believe that the nutme|f-tree might be mentioned. 
This ia collected from the circumstance of Mr. Forater'a 
having shot a pigeon in the craw of which a wild nut- 
meg was discovered. However, though he took some 
pains to find the tree, his endeavours were not attended 
with success. 

It was at first thought by our navigators, that the 
mhabL'anU of Tanna were a race between the natives 
of the Friendly Islands and those of MallicoUo ; but 
bv a short acquaintance with them they were con- 
vmoed that they had but little or no affinity to eidier, 
excepting in the hair. Some few men, women, and 
chiU^en, were seen, whose hair resembled that of the 
English. With resaid, however, to these persons, it 
was obvious, that they were of another nation ; and it 
was ondentood that they came firomErronan. Two 
languages were found to be spoken in Tanna. One of 
them, which appeared to have been introduced fzom 
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ErroBto, is nearly, if not exactly, the same with thai 
of the Friendly Islands. The other, which is the pror 
per language of the country, and which is judged to he 
peculiar to Tanna, Erromango, and Annatom, is dif^ 
ferent from any that had hitherto been met with by our 
Toyagers. 

The people of Tanna, are of the middle size, andt 
for the most part slender. There are few tall of stouV 
men among them. In general, they have good features 
and agreeable countenances. l!^e all the tropical 
face, they are active and niihble ; and seem< to excel iir 
the use of arms, but not to be ibnd of labour. With 
respect to the management of their weapons, Mr, 
Wales hath made an observation so .honourable to 
Homer, that were I to omit it, I should not be for- 
given by my classical readers. **I must confess,*' 
Mays Mr. Wales, " 1 have often been led to think thor 
feats which Homer represents his heroes as performing 
with their ^pears, a little too much of the marvellous 
to be adnMtted into an heroic poem ; 1 mean when con- 
fined within the strait stays ot Aristotle. Nay, even so- 
great an advocate for him as Mr. Pope, acknowledees 
them to be surprising. But since I have seen what 
these people can do with their wooden spears, and 
them iMidly pointed, and not of a hard nature, I have 
not the least exception to any one passage in that 
great poet on this account. But if I see fewer excep- 
tions, I can find infinitely more beauties in him; as he 
has, I think, scarcely an action, circumstance, or de- 
scription of any kind whatever, relating to a spear, 
which I have not seen and recognized among tnese 
people ; as, their whirling motion, and whistling poise, 
as they fly; their quivering motion, as they stick m the 
ground when they fall ; their meditating their aim, when 
they are going to throw; and their shaking them in 
their hand, as they go along " 

On the 20th of August, Captain Cook sailed |^om- 
Tanna, and employed all the remainder of the month 
in a farther examination of the islands around him. 
He had now finished his survey of the whole Archi- 
pelago, and had gained a knowledge of it, infinitely 
aupieriour to whathad ever been attained before. The- 

Vol. II. B I- 
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oolthera nlands of thi« Arehipelafo wno fint dio- 
eovered in 1606, bj that eminent navigator Qoiroa, 
WHO considered them as part of the toathera con- 
tinent, which, at that time, and till very lately, waa 
•apposed to exist. M. de Boo^nville was tile next 
peraon by whom they were vuited, in 1768. This 
centleman, however, besides landing in the Isle of 
Lepers, only made the discoTery, that the country 
was not connected, but composed of islands, which ho 
called the Great Cyclades. Captain Cook, b^ndes as- 
certaining the situation and extent of these islands, 
added to them several new ones, which had hitherto 
been unknown, and explored the whole. He thought, 
therefore, that he had obtained a right to name them ; 
and accordindy he bestowed upon them the appella- 
tion of the New Hebrides. His title to this honour 
will not be disputed in any part of Europe, and cer* 
tainly not bjr so enlightened and liberal a people as the 
French nation. 

The season of the year now rendered it necessary 
for our commander to return to the south, while he 
had yet some time to explore any land he might meet 
with between the New Hebrides and New Zealand ; 
at which last place he intended to touch, that he might 
refresh his* people, and renew his Mock of wood and 
water for another southern course. With this view, 
be sailed on the first of September, and on the 4th land 
was discovered ; in a harbour belonging to which the 
Resolution came to an anchor the next day. The de- 
sign of Captain Cook was not onlvto visit tho coun- 
try, but to have an opportunity of ooserving an eefipse 
of the sun, which was soon to happen. An intercourse 
immediately commenced with the inhabitantB, who, 
during the whole of the captain*8 stay, behaved in a 
very civil and friendly manner. In return, he was 
solicitous to render them every service ^n his power. 
To Teabooma, the chief, he sent, among other articles, 
a dog and a bitch, both young, but nearly full grown. 

was some time before Teabooma could believe that 
the two animals were intended for him ; but when he 
was convinced of it, he was lost in an excfiss of juy. 
Another, and still more valuable present, was that of i 
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young boar and sow ; which, oo accoaiit of th« ah- 
aence of the chief when they were brought to land, 
were received with great hesitation and ceremony. 

The last time that our commander went on shore at 
this place, he ordered an inscription to be cut out on a 
large tree, setting forth the name of the ship, the date 
of the year, and other circumstances, which 'testified 
that the English were the first discoverers of the coun 
try. This he had before' done, wherever such a cere- 
mony seemed necessary. How the island was called 
by the natives, our voyagers could never learn ; and, 
therefore Captain Cook gave it the name of New 
Caledonia. The inhabitants are strong, robust, active, 
and well made. With regard to the origin of the na- 
tion, the captain judged them to be a race between the 
people of Tanna and the Friendly Isles ; or between 
those of Tanna and the New Zealanders ; or all three. 
Their language is in some respecte a mixture of them 
all. In their disposition they are courteous and obliging; 
and they.are not in the lea^t addicted to pilfering, which 
is more than can be asserted concerning any other na 
tion in, this sea. 

The women of New Caledonia, and those likewise 
of Tanna, were found to be much chaster than the 
females of the more eastern islands. Our commander 
never heard that the least favour was obtained from 
Uiem by any one of his company. Sometimes, indeed, 
the women would exercise a little coquetry, but they 
went no farther. 

The botanists of the ship did not here complain for 
want of employment. Toey were diligent in their 
researches, and their labours were amply rewarded. 
Every day brought some new accession to botanical 
knowledge, or that of other branches of natural his- 
torp 

Birery thing being retkdy to put to sea. Captain Cook 
weighed mchor on the 13th of September, with the 
purpose of examining the coast of New Caledonia. 
In pursuing this object, by which he was enabled to 
add greatly to nautical and geographical knowledge, 
the Resolution was more than once in danger of being 
lo9t{ and particoJarly, in the night of the 28th of the 
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month, ehe had a narrow escape. Onr nafigaton, 
on thia occasion, were much alarmed ; and day-liffht 
showed that their fears had not been ill founded. In- 
deed, breakers had been continually under their lee, 
and at a small distance from them ; so that they were 
in the most imminent danger. ** We owed oursafbty'* 
says tte captfiin, ^ to the interposition of Providence, 
good look-out, and the very brisk manner in whiclPthe 
ship was managed." 

Our commander now began to be tired of a coast 
which he could no longer explore but at the risk 
of losing the vessel, and ruining the whole voyage. He 
determined, however, not to leave it, till he knew of 
what kind some groves of trees were, which, by theii 
nncommon appearance, had occasioned much specu- 
lation, and had been mistaken by several of .the gen- 
tlemen, for bisaltes. Captain Cook was the more soli- 
citous to ascertain the point, as these trees appeared to 
be of a sort which might be useful to shipping, and 
had not been seen any where, but in the southern parts 
of New Caledonia. They proved to be a species of 
spruce pine, very proper for spars, which were then 
wanted. Tlie discovery was valuable, as, excepting 
New Zealand, there was not an island known, in the 
South Pacific Ocean, where the ship could supply her- 
self with a mast or yard, to whatever distress she 
might be reduced. It was the opinion of the car- 
penter of the Resolution, who was a mast-maker as 
well as a shipwright, that very good masts might be 
made from the trees in question. The wood of them, 
which is white, close-grained, tough, and light, is well 
adapted to that purpose. One of the small islands 
where the trees were found, was called by the captain 
the Isle of Pines. To another, on account of its aobrd- 
ing. sufficient employment to the botanists, during the 
little time they staid^upon it, he gave the name of Bo- 
tany Isle. 

Captain Cook now took into serious consideration 
what was further to be done. He had pcetty well 
determined the extent of the south-west coast of New 
Caledonia, and would gladly have proceeded to a more 
accurate survey of the whole, had he not been de 
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tcrred not only bj the dangers He mast encounter, but 
by the time required for the undertaking, and which he 
could not possibly spare. Indeed, when he considered 
the vast ocean he had to explore to the south ; the state 
and condition of the ship ; the near approach of sum- 
mer ; and that any material accident might det^n him 
in the sea even for another year, he did not wnk it 
advisable to make New Caledonia any longer the 
. .bject of his attention. But though he was thus obli/^ed 
by necessity for the first lime to leave a coast which 
he had discovered, before it was fully surveyed, he 
did not quit it till he had ascertained the extent of 
the country, and proved, that, excepting Zew Zealand, 
it was perhaps the largest island in the South Pacific 
Ocean. 

As the Resolution pursued her course from New 
Caledonia, land was discovered, which, on a nearer 
approach, was found to be an island of good height, 
and five leagues in circuit. Captain Cook named it 
Norfolk Isle, in honour to the noble family of How- 
ard. It was uninhabited ; and the first persons that 
ever set foot on it were unquestionably our English 
navigators. Varicus trees and plants were observed 
that are common at New Zealand : and, in particular, 
the flax plant, which is rather more luxuriant here than 
in any part of that country. The chief produce of 
the island is a kind of spruce pine, exceedingly straight 
and tall, which grows in great abundance. Such is 
the size of many of the trees, that, breast high, they ' 
are thick as two men can fathom. Among the vegeta- 
bles of the place, the palm-cabbage afforded both ar 
wholesome and palatable refreshment; and, indeed, 
proved the most agreeable repast that our people had 
for a considerable time enjoyed. In addition to this 
gratification, they had the pleasure of procuring some 
excellent fish. 

From Norfolk Isle our commander steered for New 
Zealand, it being his intention to touch at Queen 
Charlotte*8 Sound, that he might refresh his crew, and 

Iiut the ship in a condition to encounter the southern 
atitudes. On the 18th of October, he anchored before 
Ship Core in that sound; and the first thing he did, 
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after landing, was to look for the bottle be had left on 
the ahore, in which was a memorandum. It was taken 
away ; and it soon appeared, from indubitable ciroum* 
atancea, that the Adventure had been in the cove after 
it wag quitted by the Resolution. 

Upo^ yisiting the gardens which had been formed at 
Motuara, they were found almost in a sta^ of nature, 
having been wh: lly neglected by the inhabitants. 
Many, however, of the articles were in a flourishing 
condition, and showed how well they liked the sou 
in which they were planted. It waa several daya be- 
fore any of the natives made their appearance, but when 
they did so, and recognized Captain Cook and hu 
friends, joy succeeded to fear. Tney hurried in num- 
bers out of the woods, and embracing the English 
over and over again, leaping and skippmg about like , 
madmen. Amidst all this extravagance of joy, they 
were careful to preserve the honour of their females ; 
for they would not permit some women, who were 
seen at a distance to come near our people. The 
captain*s whole intercourse with the New Zealanders, 
during this his third visit to Queen Charlotte's Sound* 
was peaceable and friendly; and one of them, a man 
apparently of consequence, whose name was Pedro, 
inesented him with a staff of honour, such as the chiela 

Kneraliy carry. In return, our commander dressed 
dro, who had a fine person, and a good presence, 
in a suit of old clothes, of which be was not a little 
proud. 

Captain Cook still continued his solicitude to stock 
the island with useful animak ; and accordingly, in ad- 
dition to what he had formerly done, he ordered two 
pigs, a boar and sow, to be put on shore. There was 
reason to believe, that some of the cocks and hens which 
had formerly been left here still existed. None of them, 
indeed, were Been ; but a hen's egg was found, which 
had not long been laid. 

Mr. Wales had now an opportunity of completing 
his observations with regard to Queen Charlotte's 
Sound, so as to ascertain its latitude and longitude 
with the utmost accuracy. In the captain's former 
voyage there had been an error in this respect* Sach 
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were Mr. Wales's abilities and assiduity, that the same 
eorrectness was maintained by him, in determining the 
situations of all the other places which were visited by 
our navigators. 

On the 10th of November, Captain Cook took his 
departure from New Zealand, in tart^her pursuit of his 
^at object, the determination of the question coacem- 
ing the existence of a southern continent. Having 
sailed, till the 27th, in different degrees of latitude, ex- 
tending from 43 to 55^ 48' south, he gave up all hopes 
of findipg any more land in this ocean. He came, 
therefore, to the resolution of steering directiv for the 
west entrance of the Straits of Magalhaens, with a ^ew 
of coasting the south side of Terra del Fuego, round 
Cape Horn, to the Strait Le Maire. As the world had 
hitnerto obtained but a very imperfect knowledge of this 
shore, the captain thought that the full survey of it 
would be more advantageous, both to navigation and 
geography, than any thing he could expect to find in a 
bigmr latitude. 

In the prosecution of this voyage, our commander, on 
the 17th of December, reached the west coast of Terra 
del Fuego ; and having continued to range it till the 
SOth, he came to an anchor in a place to which he af> 
terwards gave the name of Christmas Sound. Through 
the whole course of his various navigations, he had never 
seen so desolate a coast. It seems to be entirely com- 
posed of rocky mountains, without the least appearance 
of vegetation. These mountains terminate in horrible 
precipices, the craggy summits of which spire up to a 
vast height ; so that scarcely any thing in nature can ap- 
pear with a more barren and savage aspect, than the 
whole of ♦he country. 

The run which Captain Cook had made directly 
Across the ocean in a hiffh southern latitude, was be- 
lieved by him to be the nrst of the kind that had ever 
been carried into execution. He was, therefore, some- 
what particular in remarking every circumstance which 
seemed to be in the least material. However, he could 
not but observe, that he had never made a passage any 
where, of such length, or even of a much shorter ex- 
iBnt, in which m few tilings occurred, that were of an 
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iateractir^r nature. Incepting; the Tariatioii of the 
cempaastlie knew of nothing else that wag worthy of 
notice. The captain had now done with the Soatnerq 
Pacific Ocean ; and he had explored it in such a man- 
ner, that it would be impossible for any one to thihk 
that more could be performed in a single royage, to- 
wards obtaining that end, than had actually been ac 
■complished. 

Barren and dreary as the land is about Christmas 
Sound, it was not wholly destitute of some accommo- 
dations, which could not fail of heing agreeable to oar 
navigators. Near every harbour they found fredi wa- 
ter and wood for fuel. The country abounds kkewiae 
with wild fowl, and particularly with geese ; which af- 
forded a refreshment to the whole crew, that was the 
more acceptable on account of the approaching festival. 
Had not Providence thus happily provided for them, 
their Christmas cheer must have been salt beef and 
pork. Some Madeira wine, the only article of provi- 
sion that was mended by keeping, was still left. This, 
in conjunction with the geese, which were cooked in 
every variety of method, enabled our people to cele- 
brate Christmas as cheerfully, as perhaps was done by 
heir friends in England. 

The inhabitants of Terra del Fuego, Captain Cook 
found to be the same nation that he haa formerly 
seen in Success Bay ; and the same whom M. de Bou> 
gainville has distinguished by the name of Pecharas. 
Thev are a little, udy, half-starved beardless race, and 
go almost naked. It is their own fault that they are 
not better clothed, nature having furnished them with 
ample materials for that purpose. By lining their seal- 
skin cloaks with the skins and feathers of aquatic birds ; 
by making the cloaks themselves larger ; and by ap- 
plying the same materials to different parts of clothing, 
they might render their dress much more warm and 
comfortable. But while they are doomed to exist in 
one of the most inhospitable climates in ^e globe, 
they have not sagacity enough to avail themselves of 
those means of adding to the conveniences of life, 
which Providence has put into their power. In shott, 
the captain, after having been a witness to so many 
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vanetiet of tlie bamaii race, hath prononneed, that, of 
all the nations be had seen, the Pecharaa are the most 
wretched. 

'Notwithstanding the barrenness of the conntrjr, it 
abound? with a variety of unknown plants, and gave 
sufficient employment to the botanists of the Resolu- 
tion. " Almost every plant,'* says Mr. Forster, ** which 
we gathered" on the rocks, " was new to us, and some 
species were remarkable for the beauty of their flowers, 
or their smell." 

On the 28th of December, our commander sailed 
from Christmas Sound, and proceeded on his voyage, 
round Cape Horn, through Strait le Maire, to Staten 
Land. This famous Cape was passed by him <Wl the 
ne^ day, when he entered the Southern Atlantic 
Ocean. In some charts. Cape Horn is laid down as 
belonging to a small island ; but this was neither con- 
firmed, nor could it be contradicted by our navigators ; 
for several breakers appeared on the coast, both to the 
east and west of it, and the hazy weather rendered 
every object very indistinct. Though the summits of 
some of the hills were rocky, the sides and valleys 
seemed covered with a green turf, and wooded in tufts. 

In ranging Staten Island, a good port was found, 
situated Uiree leagues to the westward of St. John, 
and in a northern direction. Upon account of the 
day on which the discovery of this port was made, 
^being the first of January) Captain Cook save it the 
name of New Year's Harbour. The knowledge of it 
may be of service to future navigators. Indeed, it 
would be more convenient for ships bound to the west, 
or round Cape Horn, if its situation would permit 
them to put to sea with an easterly abd northerly 
wind. But this inconvenience is not of great conse- 
quence, since these winds are seldom known to be of 
long duration. The captain, however, has declared, 
that if he were on a voyage round Cape Horn to the 
west, and not in want of wood or water, or any other 
thing which might make it necessary to put into port, 
he would not approach the land at all. By keeping 
put at sea, the currents would be avoided, which, he 
was satisfied, would lose their force a< ten or twelve 
2 
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]mgum from land, and be totally without inflaoh,* at ■ 
greater distance. 

The extent of Terra del Fuego, and coaaequently 
that of the Straits of Magalhaens, oar commande 
ascertained to be less than has been laid down by the 
generality of navigators. Nor was the coast upon 
Uie whole, found to be so dangerous as has often been 
represented. The weather, at the same time, was re- 
markably temperate. 

In mie of the little isles near Staten Land, and 
which had been called by Captain Cook, New Year's 
Isle, there was observed a harmony between the dif- 
ferent animals of the place, which is too curious to be 
omitted. It seemed as if they had entered into a 
league not to disturb each otlier*8 tranquillity. The 
greater part of the sea-coast is occupied by the sea- 
uons ; the sea-bears take up their abode in the isle ; 
the shags are posted in the highest clififs ; the penguins 
fix their quarters where there is the most easy com- 
munication to and from the sea ; and the rest of the 
birds choose more retired places. All these animals 
were occasionally seen to mix together, Uke domestic 
cattle and poultry in a farm-yard, without one at- 
tempting to molest the other. Nay, the captain had 
often observed the eagles and vultures sitting oathe 
hills among the shags, while none of the latter, whe- 
ther old or young, appeared to be in the least disturb- 
ed at their presence. It may be asked, then, how do 
these birds of prey live ? This question our commander 
hath answered, by supposing that they feed on the car- 
cases of seals and birds which die by various causes. 
It is probable, from the immense quantity of animals 
with which this island abounds, thai such carcases exist 
in great numbers. 

From Staten Island, Captain Cook sailed, on the 4th 
of January, with a view, in the first place, of discover 
ing that extensive coast, laid down by Mr. Dalrymple 
in his chart, in which is the gulf of St. Sebaatiaii. 
In order to have all other parts before him, the cap- 
tain designed to make the western point of that gulf. 
As he had some doubt of the existence of such a coast, 
this appeared to him the best routo for determining 
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the mattar, and for ex{doriog the southern part of^this 
ocean. When he came to the situations assigned to the 
different points of the ^If of St. Sebastian, neither land 
nor any unequivocal signs of land were discovered. On 
the contrary, it was evident, that there could not be any 
extensive tract of country in the direction which had 
been supposed. 

Proceeding in his voyage, land was seen on the 14th, 
which was at first mistaken for an island of ice. It , 
was in a manner wholly covered with snow. From ' 
the person by whom it was first discovered, it obtained 
the name of Wallis's Island. It is a high rock, of no 
great extent, near to which are some rocky islets. An- 
other island of a lar^r compass, on account of the vast 
number of birds which were upon it, was called Bird 
Isle. A more extensive range of country had been 
•een for some time, which Captain Cook reached on 
the 17th, and where he landea, on the same day, in 
tBfl^c different places. The head of the bay, in which 
he came to shore, was terminated by particular ice- 
clifi, of considerable height. Pieces were continually 
breaking off, and floating out t-o sea ; and while our na- 
vigators were in the bay, a great fall happened, which 
made a noise like a cannon- No less savage and hor- 
rible were the inner parts of the country. The wild 
rocks raised their summits till they were lost in the 
clouds, and the valleys lay covered with everlasting 
enow. There was not a tree to be seen, or a shrub 
fonnd, that was even big enough to make a tooth-pick.* 
The onlv vegetation, that was met with, was a coarse 
•tTong-bmded grass, ^wing in tufts, wild bumet, and 
a l^ant like moss, which sprang from the rocks. > 

When ou» commander landed in the Iray, he dis 
played the English colours ; and, under a discharge of 
•mall arms, took possession of the country in his ma- 
jesQr's name. It was not, however, a discovery which 
was ever likely to be productive of any considerable 
benefit. In his return to the ship, Captain Cook 
bfTonght with him a quantity of seals and penguins, 
nvhich were an acceiAable present to the crew; not 
from the want of provisions, which were plentiful in 
•fery kind, bat from a change of diet. Any sort .of 



Si CAPTAIN COOK I 

fresh meat was preferred by most on board . to aah 
The captain himself was now, for the first time, tired 
of the salted meats of the ship ; and though the flesh of 
the penguins could scarcely vie with bullock's liver, its 
freshness was sufficient to render it comparatively agree> 
able to the palate. To the bay in which he had been, 
he eave the name of Possession Bay. 

The land in which this bay lies, was at first judged 
'by our navigators to be part of a great continent. But 
upon coasting round the whole country, it was proved 
to a demonstration that it was only an island of se^ 
yenty leagues in circuit. In honour to his majesty. 
Captain Uook called it the Isle of Georgia. It could 
scarcely have been thought, that an i6_dnd of no greater 
extent than this, situated between latitude of fifly- 
four and fifty-five, should, in a manner, be wholly co- 
vered, many fathoms deep, with frozen snow, in the 
height of summer. The sides and summits of the 
lofty mountains were cased with snow and ice ; and 
an incredible quantity lay in the valleys. So immense 
was the auaniity, that our commander did not think 
that it could be the produce of the island. Some land, 
therefore, which he had seen at a distance, induced 
him to believe, that it might belong to an extensive 
tract ; and gave him hopes of discovering a continent. 
In this respect, however, he was disappointed ; but 
the disappomtment did not sit heavy upon him ; since, 
to judge of the bulk by the apprehended sample, it 
would not have been worth tlie discovery. It was 
remarkable, that our voyagers did not see a river, or a 
•stream of fresh water, on the whole coast of the Isle 
of Georgia. Captain Cook judged it to be highly pro* 
bable, that there are no perennial springs in the coun 
try; and that the interior parts, in consequence of 
tlieir being much elevated, never enjoy heat enough 
to melt the snow in sufficient quantities to produce a 
nver or stream of water. In sailing round tne island, 
our navigators were almost continually involved in a 
thick mist ; so that, for any thing they knew to the 
contrary, they might be surrounded with dangerous 
rocks. 

The captain, on the 25th of the month, steered from 
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th6 Isle of Geoi|;ia, and, on the 27th, compnted that 
he was in latitude sixty, south. Farther than this he 
did not intend to go, unless some certain signs of soon 
meeting with land should be discovered. There was 
now a long hollow swell from the west, which was a 
strong indication that no land was to be met with in 
that direction ; and hence arose an additional proof of 
what has already been remarked, that the extensive 
coast laid down m Mr. Dalrymple's chart of the ocean 
between Africa and America and the Gulf of St. Se- 
bastian, doth not exist. Not to mention the various 
islands which were seen in the prosecution of the 
voyage, and the names that were given to them, I shall 
only advert to a few of the more material circum- 
stances. Oh an elevated coast, which appeared in 
sight upon the Slst, our commander bestowed the 
appellation of the Southern Thule. The reason of his 
ffiving it this name was, that it is the most southern 
land that had ever been yet discovered. It is every 
where covered with snow, and displays a surface of 
▼ast height. On this day, our voyagers were in no 
smaU danger from a great westerly swell, which se 
right upon the shore, and threatened to carry them 
on the most horrible coast in the world. Happily, the 
discovery of a point to the north, beyond which no 
land could be seen, relieved them from their appre- 
hensions. To the more distinguished tracts of coun- 
try, which were discovered from the Slst of January 
to the 6th of February, Captain Cook gave the names 
of Cape Bristol, Cape Montagu, Saunder's Isle, Can- 
dlemas Isles, and Sandwich's Land. The last is either 
a group of islands, or else a point of the continent. 
For that Chere is a tract of land near the pole, which is 
the source of most of the ice that is spread over this 
rast Southern Ocean, was the Captain's firm opinion. 
He also thought it probable, that this land must ex- 
tend farthest to the north, where it is opposite to the 
Southern Atlantic and Indian Oceans. Ice had always 
been found by him farther to the north in these oceans, 
than any where else, and this he judged could not be 
the case, if there were not land of considerable extent 
to the south. However, the greatest part of this 
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tootheni cortinent, if it actually exititi, mtnt lie widun 
the polar circle, where the aea is fio encumb^ed with 
ice, that the land is rendered inaccessible. So neat 
is Uie risk which is run, in examining a coast m these 
unknown and icy seas, that our comnmnder^ with a 
modest and well-grounded boldness, could assert, that 
no man would ever venture farther than he had done ; 
and that the lands which may lie to the south will 
never be explored. Thick fogs, snow storms, intense 
cold, and every thing beside, that can render naviga- 
tion dangerous, must he encountered ; all which dufi- 
calties are greatly heightened by the inexpressibly 
horrid aspect of the cbuntry. It is a country doomed 
by nature never once to feel the warmth of the son's 
, rays, but to lie buried in everlasting snow and ice. 
Whatever ports there may be on the coast, they are 
almost entirely covered with frozen snow of a vast 
thickness. If, however, any one of them should be so 
far open as to invite a ship into it, she would ran the 
risk of being fixed there for ever, or of coming out in 
an ice island. To this it may be added tliat the islands 
and floats on the coast, the great falls from the ice citffis 
in the port, or a heavy snow storm, attended with a 
sharp frost, might be equally fatal. 

Nothing could exceed the inclination of Captain 
Cook, if it had been practicable, to penetrate farther 
to the south ; but difficulties like these were not to be 
surmounted. If he had risked all tfast had been done 
during the voyage, for the sake of discovering and 
exploring a coast, which, when discovered and ex- 

Elored, would have answered no end whatever, or 
ave been of the least use either to navigation or geo- 
'^raphy, or indeed to any other science, he would 
justly have been charged with inexcusable temerity. 
He determined, therefore, to alter his course to the 
east, and to sail in quest of Bou vet's Land, the exist- 
ence of which was yet to be settled. Accordingly, this 
was the principal object of his pursuit, from the 6th to 
the 22d of the month. By that day he had run down 
thirteen degrees of longitude, in the very latitude as- 
signed for Bouvet's Land. No such land, however, was 
.discovered i nor did any proofs occor of the existence 



RCOND TOTAOl. 31 

of C^ipe Cireuincision. * 6iir commuider was at thia 
time no raore than two degrees of loDg;itude from the 
route he had taken to the south, when he left the Cape 
of Good Hooe. It would, therefore, have been to no* 
parpose to proceed any farther to the east in this paral- 
lel. But fa«ing desirous of determining the question 
concerning some land that was supposed to have been 
seen more .to the south, be directed his course for the 
situation in which the discoTery of it might be expect- 
ed. Two days were spent by him in this pursuit, to 
no effectual purpose. After having run over the place 
where the land was imagined to lie, without meeting 
with the least signs of any, it became certain that the 
ice islands had deceived our navigators, as well as Mr. 
Bouvet. 

Captain Cook had now made the circuit of the south- 
em ocean in a high latitude, and traversed it in such a 
manner as to leave not the least room for the possi- 
bility of there being a continent, unless near the pole, 
and out of the reach of navigation. By twice visiting 
the tropical sea, he had not only settled the situation of 
some old discoveries, but made many new ones ; and, 
indeed, even in that part had left little more to be ac- 
complished. The intention of the voyage had, in every 
respect, been fully answered, and the southern hemn 
sphere sufficiently explored. A final end was hereby 
ml to the searching after a soutnem continent, which. 
!br nearly two centuries past, had occasionally engross- 
ed the attention of some of the maritime powers, and 
bad been urged with great ardour by philosophers and 
geoeraphers in different ages. 

Tiie great purpose of his navi^tion round the globe 
being thus completed, the captam began to direct his 
views towards England. He had, indeed, some thoughts 
of protracting his course a little longer, for the sake of 
revisiting the place where the French discovery is said 
to be situated. But, upon mature deliberation, he de- 
termined to lay aside his intention. He considered, 
that if this discovery had really been made, the end 
would be as fully answered, as if it had been done by 
kimself. It could only be an island ; and, if a judff 
aent might be formed from the degree of'cold which 
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our voyagers had experienced in that latitude, it obuM 
not he a fertile one. Besides, our commander would 
nereby have been kept two months longer at sea, Mid 
that in a tempestuous latitude, with which the ship 
was not in a condition to struggle. Her sails and 
rieeinff were so much worn, that something was giving 
wav every hour; and there was nothing left, either to 
reiiir or to replace them. The Pjoyisions of the 
ve^el were in such a state of decay, that they afforded 
little nourishment, and the company had been long 
without refreshments. Indeed the crew were yet 
healthy, and would cheerfully have gone wherever the 
captain-'judged it proper to lead f^em ; but he w^^ 
fearful lest the scurvy should lay hold of them, at 
a time when none of the remedies were left by which 
it could be removed. He thought, likewise, that it 
would have been cruel in him to have continued the 
fatigues and hardships th^ were perpetuaUy exposed 
to, longer than was absolutely necessary. Throughout 
the whole voyage, they had merited by their behaviour 
every indulgence which it was m his power to bestow 
iVnimated by the conduct of the officers, they had 
shown that no difficulties or dangers which came in 
their way were incapable of being suraiounted; nor 
had their activity, courage, and cheerfulness been m 
the least abated by the separation from them of theur 
consort the Adventure. . " • j ^ 

From all these considerations, which were evidenfly 
the dictates of wisdom and humanity. Captain Cook 
was induced to spend no longer time in searchmr for 
the French discoveries, but to steer for the Cape 
of Good Hope. He determined, however, to direct 
his course in.such a manner, as to look for the Isles ot 
Denia and Marseveen, which are laid down m Vt. 
Halley's variation chart. Aftef saihng m the proper 
latitudes from the 25th of February to the 13th of 
March, no such islands were discovered. IVothmg, 
indeed, had been seen that could encourage our voy- 
agers to persevere in a search after them ; and much 
time could not now be spared, either for the purpose 
of finding them, or of proving their non-existdnce. 
Every one on board was for good^asons impauent 
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to get into port. The captain, therefore, could no 
longer avoid yielding to the general wishes, and re- 
solving to oroceed to tne Cape, without further delay. 

Soon after oul commander had come to this deter- 
mination, he demanded of the officers and petty officers, 
in pursuance of his instructions, the log-books and 
journals they had kept; which were delivered to him 
accordingly, and sealed up for the inspection of the 
Admiralty. He enjoined them also, and the whole orew 
not to divulge where they jiad been, till they were per* 
mitted to do so by their lorashios ; an injunction, a com* 
pliance with which mighl probably be rendered some- 
what difficult, from the natural tendency there Js in 
men, to relate the extraordinary enterprisoB and adven- 
tureg wherein they have beea concerned. 

As the Resolution approached towards the Cape of 
€rood Hope, she fell in first with a Dutch East Ihdia- 
man from Bengal, commanded by Captain Boscn , and 
next with an English Indiaman, being the True Briton, 
from China, of-Vhich Captain Broadly was the cx>m- 
mander.' Mr. Bosch very obligingly offered to our 
navigators sugar, arrack, and whatever he had to spare; 
and Captain Broadly, with the most ready generosity, 
sent them fresh provisions, tea, and various artictea 
which could not fail of tieing peculiarly acceptable to 
people in their situation. Even a parcel of old news- 

Eapers furnished no slight gratification to persons, who 
ad so long been deprived of obtaining any intelligence 
concerning their country and the state of Europe. From 
these vessels Captain Cook received some information 
with regard to what had , happened to the Adventure, 
afler her separation from the Resolution. 

On Wednesday, the 22d of March,* he anchored in 

Tsble Bay ; where he found several Dutch ships, some 

< French, and the Ceres, an English East Indiaman, 

bound directly for England, under the command of 

Captain Newte. By this gentlemali he sent a copy of 



* With our navigators, who had «ailed round the 
world, it was Wednesday the 22d of March ; but at the 
Cape of Good Ho]^ it was Tuesday the 31sL 
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the preceding part of the journal, some chartsi and 
other drawings to the adqiiralty. 
Daring the circumnavigation of the globe, "?'J*~J5 

Eiriod of our commander's leaving the Cape of Gooa 
ope to his return to it again, he had sailed no lesa 
than twenty thousand leagues. This was an extent of 
voyage nearly equal to three times the equatorial cir* 
cum^rence of the earth, and which had never been ac- 
complished before, by any ship, in the same compasa 
of duration. In such a case, it could not be a matter 
of suiprise, that the rigging and sails of the Resolution 
should be essentially damaged, and even worn out ; and 
yet, in all this great run, which had been made in every 
latitude between nine and seventy-one, me did not 
spring either low mast, top-mast, lower or top-sail yard ; 
nor did she so much as break a lower or top-mast 
shroud. These happy circumstances were owing to the 
good properties of the vessel, and the singular care and 
abiliJes of her officers. 

On the remainder of the voyage it is not necessary to 
enlarge. Though it was conducted with the same at- 
tention to navigation and geography, and with the same 
S9|gacity in marking whatever was worthy of obscrva- 
ti^, nevertheless, as it was not employed in traversing 
unknown seas, or in discovering countries that had not 
been heard of before, it may be sufficient briefly to men- 
tion the places at which Captain Cook touched, before 
his arrival in England. The repairs of the ship having 
been completed, and the necessary stores gotten on 
board, together with a fresh supply of provisions and 
water, he left the Cape of Good Hope on the 27th of 
April, and reached the island of St. Helena on the 15th 
of May. Here he staid till the 21 st, when he ^aiied for 
the island of Ascension, where he anchored on the 28th. 
From this place he directed his course, on the 3l8t, for 
the island of Fernando de Noronha, at which he arrived 
on the 9th of June. 

In the progress of the voyage, our commander laltae 

an experiment upon the still for procuring fresh water ; 

and the result of the trial was, that the invention is 

Dsefui upon the whole, but that to trust entirely to it 

'>ald by no means be advisable. Indeed, provided 
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there is not a tcarcity of faeU and the coppen are good, 
as much water may be obtained as wiU support life ; 
but no efforts will bie able to procure a quantity sufii- 
cient for the preservation of health, especially in hot 
climates. Captain Cook was convinced, by experience, 
that nothing contributes more to the health of seamen, 
than having plenty of water. 

On the 14th or J\jly, the captain came to an anchor 
in the Bay of Fayal, one of the Azores islands. Hi« 
sole desi|:n of stopping here was to give Mr. Wales an 
opportunity of finding the rate of the watch.that hereby 
he mieht be enabled to fix the longitude of these islands 
with the raater degree of certainty. No sooner, there- 
fore, had our commander anchored, than he sent an 
officer to wait on the English consul, and to acquaint 
the Kovemor with the arrival of our navigators, request- 
ing his permission for Mr. Wales to make observations 
on shore, for the purpose now mentioned. Mr. Dent, 
who then acted as consul, not only obtained this per- 
mission, but accommodated Mr. Wales with a conve* 
nient place in his garden, to set up his instruments. 

This object being accomplished, Captain Cook pro- 
ceeded, on the 19th, with all expedition for England. 
On the 90th of the same month, he anchored at S)plt- 
liead, and landed at Portsmouth ; having been absent 
from Great Britai.^ three years and eighteen days, in 
which time, and under all changes of climate, he had 
lost b\^t four men, and only one of them by sickness. 



CHAPTER V. 

Aceomd of Captam Cook during the period hettoeen hi* 
Second Voyage and his Voyage to the Pacific Ocean* 

The able manner in which Captain Cook had con- 
ducted the preceding voyage, the discoveries he had 
made, and his complete determination of the grand 
point he had been sent to ascertain, justly and power- 
rally recommended him to the protection and encou- 
tagement of all those who had pBtroniaed the under- 
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lakiiig. No alteration bs^ occurred, during bis ab- 
■ence, in the presidency of the admiralty department. 
The noble lord, whose extensive views had taken sucn 
a lead in the plana of navigation and discovery, still coi^ 
tinned at the head of that board ; and it could not be 
otherwise than a high satisfaction to him, that so extra* 
ordinary a degree of success had attended his designs 
for Uie enlargement of science. His lordship lost no 
time in representing Captain Cook's merits to the kj"S ' 
nor did his majesty stand in need of solicitations to snow 
favour to a man, who had so eminently fulfilled his 
royal and munificent intentions. Accordingly our navi- 
gator, on fche 9ih of August, was raised to the rank or 
post captain. Three days afterwards, he received a more 
distinguished and suhstantial mark of the approbation of 
government; for he was then appointed a captain m 
Greenwich Hospital ; a^ituation which was intended to 
afford him a pleasing and honourable reward for his il 
luBtrious labours and services. 
, It will easily be supposed, that the lovers oi science 
would, in general, be peculiarly attentive to the effecte 
resulting from Captain Cook's discoveries. The addi- 
tions he had made to the knowledge of geography, 
navigation and astronomy, and the new views lie had 
opened of the diversified state of human life and man- 
ners, could not avoid commanding their esteem, and 
exciting their admiration. With many persons of phi- 
losophic literature he was in the habits of intimacy 
and friendship; and he was particularly acquainted 
with Sir John Pringle, at that time president oF the 
Royal Society. It was natural, therefore, that his 
scientific friends should wish htm to become a member 
of this learned body; the consequence of which ^vas, 
that, in the latter end of the year 1775, he was pro- 

fosed as a candidate for election. On the 29th of 
ebruary, 1776, he was unanimously chosen : and ho 
was admitted on the 7th of March. The same even- 
ing, a paper was read, which he had addressed to Sir 
John Pringle, containing an account of the method he 
had taken to preserve the health of the crew^ of his 
majesty's ship the Resolution, during her voyage round 
'lie world. Another paper, at the request of Uie presi- 
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dent, was communicated by him, on the 18th of April, 
relative to the tides in the South S«aa. Tbi^ tides psr- 
ticularly considered were those in the Endeavour River, 
on the east coast of New Holland. 

A still greater honour was in reserve for Captain 
Cook, than the election of him to be a common mem- 
ber of the Royal Society. It was resolved by Sir John 
Pringle and the council of the society, to bestow upon 
him the estimable prize of the gold medal, for the best 
- experimental paper of the year ; and no determination 
could be founded in greater wisdom and justice. If 
Captain Cook had made no important discoveries, if he 
haa not determined the question concerning a southern 
continent, his name would have been entitled to immor- 
tality on account of his humane attention to, and his 
unparalleled success in preserving the lives aiiid health 
of nis seamen. 

He had good reason, upon this head, to assume the 
pleasureable, but modest language, with which he has 
concluded Ais narrative of his second navigation 
round the globe : " Whatever," says he, " may he the 
public judgment about other mattere, it is with real sa- 
tisfaction, and without claiming any merit, but that of 
attention to my duty, that 1 can conclude this account 
with en observation, which facts enable me to make, 
that our^ having discovered the possibility of preserving 
health among a numerous ship s company, for such a 
length of time, in such varieties of climate, and amidst 
such continued hardships and fatigues, will make this 
voyage remarkable, in the opinion of every benevolent 
person, when the disputes about the southern continent 
shall h^ve ceased to engage the attention, and to divido 
the judgment of philosophers." 

It was the custom of Sir John Pringle, at the deli- 
very of 'Sir Godfrey Copley's annual medal, to give 
an elaborate discourse, containing the history of that 
part of science for the improvement of which the 
medal was conferred. Upon the present occasion, the 
president had a subject to enlarge upon, which was 
perfectly congenial to his disposition and studies. His 
own Uk had been much employed in pointing ont the 
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means which tended not only to cure, but to prevent, 
the diseases of mankind ; and, therefore, it was with 
peculiar pleasaro and affection, that he celebrated the 
conduct of his friend, who, by precautions equally 
wise and simple, had rendered toe circumnavigation 
of the globe, so far as health is concerned, quite a 
harmless undertaking. Towards the beginning of his 
discourse, Sir John justly asks, "What inquiry can be 
sp useful as that, which hath for its object the saving 
the lives of men ? and when shall we fii.d one more 
successful than that before us ? Here,^' adds the pre- 
sident, ** are no vain boatings of the empiric, nor in- 
genious and delusive theories of the dogmatist : but a 
a concise and artless, and an incontested relation of 
the means, by which, under divine favour. Captain 
Cook, with a company of a hundred and eighteen men» 
performed a voyage of three years and eighteen days, 
throughout all the climates, from fifty-two degrees 
north to seventy-one degrees south, with the loss of 
only one man by sickness, — I would now inquire,'^ 
proceeds Sir John Pringle, " of the most conversant 
m the study of bills of mortality, whether, in the most 
heakhful climate, and in the best condition of life, they 
have ever found so small a number of deaths, within 
that space of time ? How great and agreeable then 
must our surprise be, after perusing the histories of long 
navigations in former days, when so many peilshed by 
marine diseases, to find the air of the sea acquitted of 
all malignity; and, in fine, that a voyage round the 
world may be undertaken with less danger, perhaps, 
to health, than a common tour in Europe !" 

In the progress of his discourse, the president re- 
counted the dreadful calamities and destruction the 
scurvy had heretofore brought upon mariners in voy- 
ages of great length ; after which he pointeti out at 
large, and illustrated with his own observations, the 
methods pursued by Captain Cook for pr£serving the 
health of bis men. In conclusion, Sir John remarked, 
that the Royal Society never more cordially or more 
meritoriously bestowed the gold medal, that faithful 
svmbol of their esteem and afiecuon. ** For i^" says 
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he, ** Rome decreed the civic crcnjon to him who saved 
the life of a single citizen, what wreaths are due to 
. that man, who, having himself saved many, perpetuates 
' in your transactions the means by which Britain.may 
now, on the most distant voyages, preserve numbers of 
her intrepid sons, her mariners ; who, braving every 
daBffer, have so liberally contributed to the fame, 
to the opulence, and to the maritime empire of their 



♦Sir John Pringle's Six Discourses, p. 145 — 147, 
199. — It cannot but be acceptable to insert here. Cap- 
tain Cook's enumeration of the several causes, to 
which, under the care of Providence, the uncommon 
good state of health, experienced by his people was 
owin^. 1 shall not trespass upon the reader's time in 
mentioning them all, but confine myself to such as were 
found the most useful. 

** We were furnished with a quantity of malt, of 
which was made sweet wort. To such of the men as 
showed the least symptoms of the scurvy ; and also to 
such as wet-e thought to be threatened with that disor- 
der, this was given, from one to two or three pints a 
day, each man ; or in such proportion as the surgeon 
found necessary, which sometimes amounted to &ree 
quarts. This is, without doubt, one of the best anti- 
scorbutic sea medicines yet discovered ; and if used in 
time, will, with proper attention to other things, I am 
persuaded, prevent the scurvy from making any great 
progress for a considerabie while. But I am not alto- 
gether of opinion that it will cure at sea. 

** Sour krout^ of which we had a large quantity, is 
not only a wholesome vegetable food, but, in my judg- 
ment, highly anti-scorbutic ; and it spoils not by keep- 
ing. A pound of this was served to 3ach man, when at 
sea, twice a week, or oflener, as was thought necessary. 

** Portable broth was another great article of which 
we had a large supply. An ounce of this to each man, 
or such other proportion as circumstances pointed out 
was boiled in their pease, three days in the week ; and 
when we were in places where vegetables were to be 



40 AOOOUMT or OAPTAIir COOK BETwsnr 

f 

One circumstance alone was wanting to completo 
the pleasure ^d celebrity arising from ue i ' 



got, it was boiled with them, and.wheat or oatmeal, every 
morning for breakfast ; and also with pease and vegeta- 
bles for dinner. It enabled us to make several nourish- 
ing and wholesome messes, and was the means Of mak- 
ing the people eat a greater quantity of vegetables, than 
they would otherwise have done. 

**R€b of Lemon and Orange is an anti-scorbutic we 
were not without. The surgeon made use of it in many 
' cases, with great success. 

** Among the articles of victualling, we were supplied 
with sugar in the room of otZ, and with uJieat for a part 
of our oatmeal; and were certainly gainers by the ex- 
changee. Sugar, I apprehend, is a very good anti-scor* 
butic ; whereas oil (such as the navy is usually supplied 
with J I am of opinion, has the contrary effect. 

** But the introduction of the most salutary articles 
either as provisions or medicines, will generally prove 
unsuccessful, unless supported by certain regulations. 
On this principle, many years experience, together with 
some hmts I had from Sir Hugh Palliser, Captains 
Campbell, Wallis, and other inteUigent officers, enabled 
me to lay a plan whereby all was to be governed. 

** The crew were at three watches, except upon some 
extraordinary occasions. By this means they were not 
so much exposed to the weather, as if they had been at 
watch and watch; and had generally dry clothes to 
shift themselves, when they happened to get wet. Care 
was also taken to expose them as little to wet weather 
as possible. 

"" Proper methods were used to keep their persons, 
hammocks, bedding, clothes, &c., constantly clean and 
dry. Equal care was taken to keep the ship cleah and 
dry betwixt decks. Once or twice a week she was air- 
ed with fires; and when this could not be done, she was 
smoked with gunpowder, mixed wiih vinegar or water. 
I had also, frequently, a fire made in an iron pot at the 
bottom of the well, which was of great use in purifying 
the air in the lower parts of the snip^ To thw, and to 



RIB BKOOKD AND THIftD TOTAGS 41 

of Sir Godfrey Copley's medal. Captain Cook wa« 
not himself present, to hear the discourse of tlie pre- 



cleanliness, as well in the ship as among the people, too 
great attention cannot be paid ; the least neglect occa- 
sions a putrid and disagreeable smell below, which no- 
thing but fires will remove. 

** Proper attention was paid to the ship's coppers, ao 
that they were kept constantly clean. 

" The fat which boiled out of the salt beef and pork, 
I never suffered to be given to the people , being of 
opinion that it promotes the scurvy. 

** I was carerul to take in water wherever it was to be 
got, even though we did not want it. Because 1 look 
upon fresh water from the shore, to be more wholesome, 
than that which has been kept some time on board a 
■hip. Of this essential article we were never at an al- 
lowance, but had always plenty for every necessary pur> 
pose. Navigators in general cannot, indeed, expect, 
nor would they wish to meet with such advantages in 
this respect, as fell to my lot. The nature of our voy- 
age carried us into very high latitudes. But the hard- 
ships and dangers inseparable from that situation, were 
in some degree compensated by the singular felicity we 
enjoyed, of extracting inexhaustible supplies of fresh 
water from an ocean strewed with ice. 

** We came to few places, where either the art of man, 
or the bounty of nature, had not provided some sort of 
refreshment or other, either in the animal or vegetable 
way. It was ray first care to procure whatever of any 
kind could be met with, by every means in my power ; 
and to oblige our people to make use, thereof, both by 
my example and auihority ; but the benefits arising from 
refreshments of any kind soon became so obvious, that 
I had little occasion to recommend the one, or to exert 
the other." 

In a letter which Captain Cook wrote to Sir Johh 
Prinele, just before he embarked on his last voyage, 
dated Plymouth Sound, July 7, 1776, he expressed him- 
self as follows: **I entirely agree with you, that the 
dearness of the rob of lemons and of oranges will hinder 
2* 
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■ident, and to receive th« honour conferrea upon bim. 
Some months before the anniversary of St. Andrew'^ 
day, he had sailed on his last expedition. The medal, 
therefore, was delivered into the hands of Mrs. Cook, 
whose satisfaction at being intrusted with so valuable 
a pledge of her husband's reputation, cannot be quea 
tioned. Neither can it be doubted, but that the captain, 
before his departure from England, was fully apprised 
of the mark of distinction which was intended lor him 
by the Royal Society. 

Captain Cook, after the conclusion of his second 
voyage, was called upon to appear in the world in the 
character of an author. In the account that was pub- 
lished, by authority, of his former circumnavigation of 
the globs, as well as of those which had been per- 
formed by the Captains Byron, Carteret, and Wailis, 
it was thought requisite to procure the as8istancex>f a 
professed literary man, whose business it should be to 
Iraw up a narrative from the several journals of these 
commanders. Accordingly Dr. Hawkesworih, as is 
universally known, was employed for the purpose. In 
the present case, it was not esteemed necessary to have 
recourse to such an expedient. Captain Cook was 
justly regarded as sufficiently qualified to relate his 
own story. His journal only required to be divided 
into chapters, and perhaps to iM amended by a few 
verbal corrections. It is not speaking extravagantly 
to say, that, in point of composition, his history of 
his voyage reflects upon him no small degree of credit. 
His style is natural, clear, and manly; being well 



them from being furnished in lai^ quantities. But I 
do not think this so necessary ; for, though they may 
assist other things, I have no ^reat opinion of ihem 
alone. Nor have I a higher opinion of vinegar. My 
people had it very sparingly during the late voyage, and, 
towards the latter part, none at all ; and y^ we expe- 
rienced no ill effect from the want of it. The custom 
of wasl^ing the inside of the ship with vinegar, I seldom 
observed ; thinking that fire and smoke ttisweied the 
puxpose much better.'* 
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adapted to the subject and to hig own character : and 
it is possible, that a pen of more studied elegance 
would not have given any additional advantage to the 
narration. It was not till some time after Captain 
Cook's lr**ving England that the work was publisned ; 
but, in tho meanwhile, the superintendence of it was 
undertaken by his, learned and valuable friend. Dr. 
Douglas, whose late promotion to the mitre hath af- 
ford^ pleasure to every literary man, of every deno- 
mination. When the Voyage appeared, it came re- 
commended by the accuracy and excellence of its 
charts, and by a great variety of engravings, from the 
curious and beautiful drawings of Mr. Hodges. This 
work was followed b^ the publication of the original 
astronomical observations, which had been made by 
Mr Wales in the Resolution, and by Mr. Bayley in the 
Adventure. It was at the expense of the commis- 
sionera of longitude that these observations were made, 
and it was by their order that they were printed. The 
book of Mr. Wales and Mr. Baylev displays, in the 
strongest light, the scientific use and value of Captain 
Cook 8 voyage. 

Some of the circumstances which have now been 
mentioned have designedly been brought forward more 
early in point of time than should otherwise have been 
done, in order to prevent any interruption in the courM 
of the subsequent narrative. 

Though Capuin Cook was expected to sit down in 
repose, after his toils and labours, *he design of farther 
dtseoveries was not laid aside. The illusion, indeed, 
of a Terra Atutmlis t/tccggTitta, to anv purposes of com- 
merce, colonization, and utility had been dispelled : but 
tliere was another grand question which remained to be 
determmed ; and that was the practicability of a northern 
passage to the Pacific Ocean. 

It had long been a favourite object with navigators, 
and particularly with the English, to discover a shorter, 
a more commodious, and a more profitable course of 
■ailing to Japan and China, and, indeed, to the East 
Indies in general, than by making the tedious circuit of 
the Cape of Good Hope. To find a western passage 
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«>aBd North America, ^ad teen attempted by ^ 
bold adventurers, from Frob.Bher 8 fi^^^^^ 

1576. to those of James and o*^ ^^'"l.the knowledge 
expeditions a large addition was made to ^^e too wieag« 
of the northern extent of Amenca, a^d Hudson* a 
Baffin's Bays were discovered, .^^ut the wisn^ lor p 
.age, on that side, into the Pacific Oc^^^ Tf oatcoSS- 
atSied. Nor were the various ;"«";PV„i^I^ by ^ 
trymen and of the Dutch, to find a«<^*> » P*!?^on. 
siune round the north of Asia, m an.eastern direction, 
attenled with better success. Wood s /a'l«re, ml676 
appea™ to have concluded the long list «f "'^"^^f ^ 
expeditions in that century. The discovery, fj^^J^ 
sofmely despaired of, had been «n«";?^^^"V'J J^^o 
number of iSistances, that it ceased, for many years, to 
be an object of pursuit. . . . ^i,« «r«.Pii* cen- 

The question was again revived n^^tn^P^^^T-iS^r^ 
tury. Mr. Dobbs, a warm advocate for the ^obability 
of a north-west passage through Hudson s "Bay, once 
more recalled the attention of this country to mat 
undertaking. In consequence of the spint by mm 
excited. Captain Middleton was sent out by .govern- 
ment in 1741, and Captains Smith and More, m liW- 
But, though an act of parliament had been pasaea, 
which secured a reward of twenty thousand pounds to 
the discovery of a passage, the accomplishment ot tnis 
favourite object continued at as great a distance aa 
ever. 

To ascertain a m.:tter of such importance and magni- 
tude in navigation, was reserved to be another glory 
of his present majesty's reign. The idea was Pecu- 
liarly suited to the enlightened mind of the noble lord^ 
at the head of the admiralty, and he adopted it with 
ardour. Preparatory to the execution of the design, 
Lord Mulgrave sailed with two ships to dctermme 
bow far navigation was practicable towards the north 
pole. In this expedition, his lordship met with the 
same insuperable difficulties which had been expe- 
rienced by former voyagers. Nevertheless, the expec- 
tation ot opening a communication between the Pacific 
and Atlantic Oceans, by a northerly course, was Do^ 
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abandoned ; and it was resolved tba^ a voyage should 
be undertaken for that purpose. 

For the conduct of an enterprise, the operations of 
which were intended to be so new, so extensive, and 
80 various, it was evident that great ability, sktU, and 
experience were indispensably necessary. That Cap- 
tain Cook was of all men the best qualified for carry' 
ing it into execution, was a matter that could not be 
called in question. But however aidently it might ba 
wished that he would take upon him the command of 
the service, no one (not even his friend and patron, 
Lord Sandwich himself) presumed to solicit him upon 
the subject. The benefits he had already conferred on 
science and navigation, and the labours and dangers 
he had gone through, were so many and great, that it 
was not deemed reasonable to ask him to engage in 
'fresh perils. At the same time, nothing could be more 
natural, than to consult him upon every thing relative 
to the business ; and his advice was particularly re- 

Suested with regard to the properest person for con- 
noting .the voyage. To determine this f)oint, the 
captain. Sir Hugh Palliser, and Mr. Stephens were 
invited to Lord Sandwich's to dinner. Here, besides 
taking into consideration what officer should be re- 
commended to his majesty for accomplishing the pui^ 
poses in view, many things were said concerning the 
nature of the design. Its grandeur and dignity, the 
consequences of it to navigation and science, and the 
completion it would give to the whole system of dis- 
coveries were enlarged upon in the course of the con- 
versation. Captain Cook was so fired with the con- 
templation and representation of the object, that he 
started up, and declared that he himself would under- 
take the direction of the enterprise. It is easy to sup- 
pose, with what pleasure the noble lord and the 
other gentlemen received a proposal* which was so 
agreeable to their secret wishes, and which they 
thought of the highest importance towards attaining 
the ends of the vovage. IVo time was lo€,t by the Ean 
of Sandwich, in laying the matter before the king; 
and Captain Cook was appointed to the command of 
the expedition on the 10th of February, 1776. At the 
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■ame time it was airreed, that on hia return to Eof* 
land, be enoald be restored to his situation at Green 
wich ; and, if no vacancy occurred during the interval 
the officer who succeeded htm was to resigo. in his fit 
▼our. 

The command and the direction of the eoterpriae 
being thus happily settled, it became an object of grea* 
importance to determine what might be the best course 
that could be given to the voyage. All former naviga^ 
tors round the globe had returned to Europe by th? 
Cape of Good Hope. But to Captain Cook the ar 
duous task was now assigned, of attempting it by reach 
ing the high northern latitudes between Asia and Ame 
rica ; and the adoption of this resolution was, I believe 
the result of his own reflections upon the subject. Thf- 
usual plan, therefore, of discovery was reversed ; so 
that, instead of a passage from the Atlantic to the Pa 
cific, one itom the latter to the former was to be tried. 
Whatever openings or inlets there raiirht be on the east 
side of America, that lie in a direction which could 
afford any hopes of a passage, it was wisely fomseen, 
that the ultimate success of the expedition would de 
pend UDon there being an open sea between the west 
side of that continent and the extremities of Asia. 
Accordingly, Captain Cook was ordered to proceed 
into the racific Ocean, through the chain of tne new 
islands which had been visited by him in the southern 
tropic. After ' having crossed the equator into the 
northern parts of that ocean, he was then to hold such 
a course as might probably fix many interesting points 
in geography, and produce intermediate discoveries, in 
his progress northward to the principal scene of his 
operations. With regard to his grand object, it was 
determined, for the wisest reasons, and afler the moet 
mature deliberation and inquiry, that upon his arrival 
on the coast of New Albion, he should proceed north- 
ward as far as the latitude of 65°, and not lose any time 
in exploring rivers or inlets, or upon any other accouni* 
until he had gotten into that latitude. 

To give every possible encouragement to the pro- 
secution of the great design in view, the motives of 
interest were added to the obligations of duty. In th«- 
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set of parliament which passed in 1745, the reward of 
twenty thousand, pounds had only been held oat to 
the ships belonging to any of his majesty* 8 subjecU, 
while his majesty's own ships were excluded. Another, 
and more capital defect or this act was, that it con* 
fined the reward to such ships alone as should discover 
a passage through Hudson's Bay. By a new law, 
which passed in 1776, both these deficiencies were ef- 
fecfjally remedied. It was now enacted, "That if 
any ship belonging to any of his majesty's subjects, or 
to his majesty t shall find out, and sail throup^h any pa»> 
sage by sea, between the Atlantic and Pacific Oceans, 
in any direction, or parallel of the northern hemisphere, 
to the northward of the 52P of northern latitude, the 
owners of such ships, if belonging to an;^ of his ma- 
jesty's subjects, or tAe commanaer, officers, and seamen, 
of such ship heUm^ing to his majesty, shall receive, as a 
reward for such discovery, the sum of twenty thousand 
pounds." 

That every thing might be done which could facili- 
tate the success of the grand expedition, Lieutenant 
Fickersgill was sent out in 1776, with directions to 
explore the coast of Baffin's Bay ; and in the next 
year. Lieutenant Young was commissioned not only to 
examine the western parts of that bay, but to endeavour 
to find a passage on that side, from the Atlantic to the 
Pacific Ocean. Nothing was performed by either of 
these gentlemen that promoted the purposes of Captain 
Cook's voyage. 

Two vessels were fixed upon by government fcr the 
intended service; the Resolution and the Discovery. 
The command of the former was given to Captain 
Cook, and of the other to Captain Clerke. To the 
Resolution was assigned the same complement of ofii- 
cers and men which she had durin? her preceding 
voyage ; and the only difference in the establishment 
of the Discovery from that of the Adventure, was in 
the single instance of her having no marine officer on 
board. 

From the time of the two ships being put into com- 
misinon, the greatest degree if attention and xeal was 
«ierted by the Earl of Sandwich and the rest of tbt 
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ooard of admiralty, to have them equipped in the i 
complete manner. Both the vessels were supplied with 
as much of every necessary article as could conve- 
niently, be stowed, and with the best of each kind that 
could be procured. Whatever, likewise, the experience 
of the former voyages had shown to be of any utility 
in preservmf the health of seamen, was provided in 
a large abundance. That some permanent bene6t 
might be conveyed to the inhabitants of Otaheite, and 
of the other islands of the Pacific Ocean, whom our 
navigators might happen to visit, it was graciously 
commanded by his majesty, that an assortment of use- 
ful animals should be carried out to those countries. 
Accordingly, a bull, two cows with their calves, and 
several sheep, with hay and corn for their subsistence, 
were taken on board; and it was intended to add 
other serviceable animals to these when Captain Cook 
should arrive at the Cape of Good* Hope. With the 
same benevolent purposes, the captain was famished 
with a sufficient quantity of such of our European gar 
den seeds, as could not fail of being a valuable present 
to tne ne^wy discovered islands, by adding fresh sup 
plies of food to their ol^n vegetable productions. By 
order of the board of admiralty, many articles besides 
were delivered to our commander, which were calcu- 
lated, in various ways, to improve the condition o^ the 
natives of the other hemisphere. Still farther to pro- 
mote a friendly intercourse with them, and to carry on 
a traffic that might be profitable on both sides, an 
ampb assortment was provided of iron tools and trin- 
kets. An attention no less humane was extended to 
the wants of our own people. Some additional cloth- 
ing, adapted to a cold climate, was ordered for the 
crews of the two ships, and nothing was denied to 
our navigators, that could be supposed to be in the 
least conducive to their health, or even to their conve 
nience. 

. It was not to these thingsonly, that the extraordi- 
nary care of Lord Sandwich, and of the other gentle- 
men at the head of the naval department, was confined. 
They were equally solicitous to afford every assistance 
tiiat was calculated to render the expedition of public 
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vtility. Several astronomical and nautical instrumentf 
were intrusted, by the board of longitude, to Captain 
Cook, and Mr. King his second lieutenant; who bad 
undertaken to make the necessary observations, during 
the ▼oyage, for the improvement of astronomy and navi 
gation. It was originally intended that a professed ob 
•ervator should be sent out in the Resolution ; but the 
scientific abilities of the captain and his lieutenant ren- 
dered the appointment of suoh a person absolutely un- 
necessary. The case was somewhat different with re- 
gard to the Discovery. Mr. William Bayley, who had 
already given satisfactory proofs of his skill and dili- 
gence as an observator, while he was employed in Cap- 
tain Fumeaux's ship, during the late voyage, was en- 
gaged a second time, in that capacity, and appointed to 
•aU on board Captain Clerke*s vessel. The department 
of neural history was assigned to Mr. Anderson, the 
■argeon of the R^lution, who was as willing, as be 
was well qualified, to describe every thing in that branch 
of Bcience which should occur worthy of notice From 
the remarks of this gentleman. Captain Cook had de- 
rived considerable assistance in his last nav^tion ; es- 
pecially with regard to the very copious vocabulary of 
the language of O^aheite, and the comparative specimen 
of the languages of the other islands which had then 
been visited. There were several young, men among 
our commander's sea officers, who, under his direction, 
could be usefully employed in constructing charts, in 
taking views of the coasts and headlands near which 
our voyagers might pass, and in drawing plans of the 
bays and harbours in which they should anchor. With- 
out a constant attention to this object, the captain was 
sensible, that his discoveries could not be rendered pro- 
fitable to future navigators. That he mip'ht go out with 
every help, which could serve to make the result of the 
voyage entertaining to the generality of readers, as well 
as instructive to the sailor and the scholar, Mr. Web- 
ber was fixed upon, and engaged to embark in the 
Resolution, for the express purpose ot supplying the 
unavoidable imperfections of written accounts, by ena- 
bling our people to preserve and to bring home, such 
Vol. II. D 3 
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drtwingi of the most memorable scenes of their truM* 
actions, as could only be executed bj a professed and 
skilful artist. 

As tbe last mark of the extraordinary attention which 
the Earl of Sandwich, Sir Hugh Palliser, and others of 
the board of admiralty had uniformly shown to tbe pre- 
parations for the expedition, they went down to Long 
tleach, and paid a visit to the ships, on the 8th of June, 
to examine whether every thing was completed con* 
formably to their intentions and orders, and to the satis- 
faction of all who were to embark in the voyage. His 
lordship and the rest of the admiralty board, together 
with several noblemen and gentlemen of their acquaint- 
ance, honoured Captain Cook, on that day, with their 
company at dinner. Both upon their coming on board, 
and their going ashore, they were saluted with seven* 
teen guns, and with three cheers. 

As the ships were to touch at Oftatieite and the So- 
ciety Islands, it had been determined not to omit the 
only opportunity which might ever offer of carrying 
Omai rack to his native country. Accordingly, he left 
Ix)ndon, on the 24th of June, in company with Captain 
Cook ; and it was with a mixture of regret and satisfac- 
tion that he took his departure. When England, and 
those who, during his stay, had honoured him with their 
protection or friendship, were spoken of, his spirits were 
sensibly affected, and it was witn difficulty that he could 
refrain from tears. But his eyes began to sparkle with 
joy, as soon as ever the conversation was turned to his 
own islands. The good treatment he received in Eng- 
land had made a deep impression upon his mind ; and 
he entertained the highest ideas of the country and of 
the peojple. Nevertheless, the pleasing prospect he now 
had befx)re him of returning home, loaded with what, he 
well knew, would there be esteemed invaluable trea- 
sures, and the flattering hope, which the possession of 
these afforded him, of attaining to a distinguished supe- 
riority among his coulitrymen, were considerations 
which operated, by degrees, to suppress every uneasy 
sensation. By the time he had gotten on board the ship, 
be appeared to be quite happy. 
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Hii majesty hid furnished Omai with an ample pro 
vision of every article which our E^lish navigators, 
during their former intercourse with Otaheite and the 
Society Islands, had observed to be in any estimation 
there, either as useful, or ornamental. Many presents, 
likewise, of the same nature, had been made him by 
Lord Sandwich, Sir Joseph Banks, and several other 
fi;entlemen and ladies of his acquaintance. In short, 
both during his residence in England, and at his depar- 
ture from it, no method had been neglected, which could 
be calculated to render him the instrument of conveying 
to the inhabitants of the islands of the Pacific Ocean, 
the most exalted ideas of the greatness and generosity 
of the British nation. 



CHAPTER VI. 

Niarrative of Captain Cook^s Vo^fo^ to (he Pacific 
Ocean^ to the period of ^ Death. 

EvKRT preparation for th^ voyage being completed. 
Captain Cook received' an order to proceed to Ply- 
mouth, and to take the Discovery under his command. 
Havine, accordingly, given the proper directions to Cap- ^ 
tain Clerke, he sailed from the Nore to the Downs, on ' 
the 2dth of June. On the 30th of the same month, he 
anchored in Plymouth Sound, where the Discovery was 
already arrived. It was the 8th day of July before our 
commander received his instructions for the voyage; 
and, at the same time, he was ordered to proceed with 
the Resolution, to the Cape of Good Hope, Captain 
Clerke, who was detained in London, by some un- 
avoidable circumstances, was to follow as soon as he 
should join his ship. 

In the evening of the 12th, Captain Cook stood put 
of Plymouth Sound, and pursued his course down the 
channel. It was very early that he beean his judicious 
operationt for preserving the health of his crew ; for, 
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OB the 17th, the ship was smoked between the deob 
with gunpowder, and the spare sails were well aired. 
On the 30th, the moon being totally eclipsed, the cap- 
tain observed it with a night telescope. He had not, 
on this occasion, an opportunity <^ making many ob* 
servations. The reason was, that the moon was hidden 
behind the clouds the greater part of the time ; and 
this was particularly the case, when the beginning and 
the end of total darkness, and the end of the edipee, 
happened. 

It being found, that there was not hay and com raf^ 
f.cient for the subsistence of the stock of animals on 
board, till the arrival of our people at the Cape of Good 
Hope, Captain Cook determined to touch ato Tene- 
rlSe. This island he thought better adapted to the 
purposes of procuring these articles, and otner refresh- 
ments, than Madeira. On the 1st of August, he an- 
chored in the road of Santa Cruz, and immediately dis- 
patched an officer to the governor, who, with the utmost 
poUteness, granted every thing which oar commander 
reauested. 

Were a judgment to be formed from the appearance 
of the country in the neighbourhood of Santa Cruz, it 
'^might be concluded that TenerifTe is so barren a spot, 
as to be insufficient for the maintenance even of its own 
inhabitants. It was proved, hoi«ever, by the ample sup 
plies which our navigators received,- that the islanders 
nad enough to spare for visitors. The necessarv arti- 
cles of refreshment were procured at such moderate 
prices, as to confirm Captain Cook in his opinion, that 
TenenfTe is a more eligible place than Madeira, for 
ships to touch at, which are bound on long voyages. In- 
deed, the wine of the latter island is far superior to that 
of the former ; but then it can only be purchased by a 
sum of money proportionablv larger. 

During the short stay which the captain made at 
Teneriffe, he continued with great assiduity his astro- 
nomical observations; and Mr. Anderson has not a 
Uttle contributed to the farther knowledge of the 
country, by his remarks on its general state, its natural 
appearances, its productions, and its inhabitants. He 
learned, from a sensible and well-informed gentle- 
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, who resided iii the island, that a shrab is < 
mon there, which agrees exactly with the descriptioii 
given by Tournefort and Linnsus, of the tea shrubs as 
growing in China and Japan. It is reckoned a wded, 
and every year is rooted out in large quantities from 
the Vineyards. The Spaniards, however, sometimes 
use it as tea, and ascribe to it all the qualities of that 
which is imported from China. They ^ive it also the 
name of tea, and say that it was found in the eountry 
when the islands were first discovered. Another bota- 
nical curiosity is called the impregnated lemon ; which 
is a perfect and distinct lemon enclosed virithin another, 
and differing from the outer one only in being a little 
more globular. 

The air and climate of Teneriffe, are, in general, re- 
markably healthful, and particularly adapted to give re- 
lief in pulmonary complaints. This the gentleman be-, 
fop mentioned endeavoured to account for, fh>m its be- 
ing always in a person*s power to procure a different 
temperature of the air, by residing at different heights 
in the island. He expressed, therefore, his surprise that 
the physicians of England should never have thoii|fat 
of senaing their consumptive patients to Teneriffe, in- 
stead of Nice or Lisbon. 

Although it is not understood that there is any great 
similarity between the manners of the English and 
those of the Spaniards, it was observable, that the 
difftsrence between them was very little pereeived by 
Omai. He only said, that the Spaniards did not appear 
to be so friendly as the English ; and that, in their per- 
sons, they approached to some resemblance of his own 
eonntiymen. 

On the 4th, Captain Cook sailed from Teneriffe, and 
proceeded on his vovaee. Such was his attention, both 
to the discipline and the health of his company, that 
twice in the space of five days, he exercised them at 
great guns ana small arms, and cleared and smoked the. 
ship Iwlow decks. On the evening of the 10th, when 
the Resolution was at a small distant from the island 
of Bona vista, she ran so close upon a number of sunken 
rocks, that she did but just weather the breakers. The 
lituation of our voyagers, for a few minates, wat veiy 
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alurmiiiff. In this situation the captain, with the intie* 
pid coolDefls which distiDguished his character, did not 
choose to sound, as that, without any possibility of lest- 
eninff, might have heightened the danger. 

Wnile our commander was near the Cape de Verde 
Islands, he had an opportunity of correcting an asser- 
tion of Mr. Nichelson's with regard to the manner of 
sailing by those islands, which, if implicitly trusted to, 
might prove of dangerous consequence. On the 13th, 
our navigators arrived before Port Praya, in the Island 
of St. Jago : but as the Discovery was not there, and 
Iktle water had been expended in the passage from Te- 
neriffe. Captain Cook did not think proper to go in ; but 
stood to the southward. 

. In the course of the voyage, between the latitudes 
of 12^ and 7° north; the weather was generally dark 
and gloomy. The rains were frequent, and accom- 
panied with that close and sultry weather, which too 
often brings on sickness in this passage. At such a 
time the worst consequences are to be apprehended ; 
and commanders of ships cannot be too much upon 
their guard. It is necessary for them to purify the air be* 
tween decks with fires and smoke, and to oblige their 
people to dry their clothes at every opportunity. The 
constant observance of these precautions on board the 
Resolution was attended witli such success, that the 
captain had now fewer sick men than on either of his 
former voyages. This was the more remarkable, as, in 
consequence of the seams of the vessel having opened 
so wide, as to admit the rain when it fell, there was 
scarcely a man who could lie dry in his bed ; and the 
officers in the gun room were all driven out of their ca- 
bins by the water that came through the sides. When 
settled weather returned, the caulkers were employed 
in repairing these defects, by caulking the decks and 
inside weather-works of the ship ; for the humanity of 
our commander would not trust the workmen over the 
the sides, while the Resolution was at sea 

On the lat of September, our navigators crossed the 
equates Whole, on the 8th, Captain Cook was near 
the eastern coast of Brazil, be was at considerable 
to settle ita longitude, which, till some better 
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aitronoinical observations are made en ahore in that 
eoontry, he conrluded to be thirty-five degreea and a 
half, or thirty-six degrees west, at most. 

Aj our people proceeded on their voyage, they fre- 
qaently saw, in the night, those laminous marine ani- 
mals, which have formerly been mentioned and describ- 
ed. Some of them sppeared to be considerably larger 
than any which the captain had met with before ; and 
sometimes they were so numerous, that hundreds of 
them were visible at the same moment. 

On the 18th of October, the Resolution came to an 
anchor in Table Bay, at the Cape of Good Hope ; and 
the usual compliments having been paid to Baron 
Plettenberg, the governor. Captain Cook immediately 
applied himself to his customary operations. Nothing 
remarkable occurred till the erening of the 31st, when 
a tempest arose from the south-east, vvhich lasted three 
days, and which was so violent that the Resolution was 
the only ship in the bay that rode out the gale without 
dragging her anchors. The effects of the storm were 
sensibly felt by our people on shore; for their tents 
and observatory were torn to pieces, and their astrono- 
mical quadrant narrowly escaped irreparable damage 
On the 3d of November, the tempest ceased, and m 
next day the English ^were enabled to resume their dif- 
ferent employments. 

It was not till the 10th of the month, that Captain 
Cook had the satisfaction of seeing the Discovery arrivo 
in Uie bay, and effect her junction with the Resolution. 
Sho had sailed from England on the Ist of August, and 
would have reached the Cape of Good Hope a week 
sooner, if she had not been driven from the coast by the 
late storm. Every assistance was immediately given to 
put her into a proper condition for proceeding on the 
voyage. 

While the necessary preparations for the future na- 
vigation were completing, a disaster happened with re- 
gard to the cattle which had been carried out in the 
Resolution. They had been conveyed on shore for 
the purpose of gracini^.- The bull, and two cows, 
with their calves, had been sent to graze along with 
tome other cattle ; but Captain Cook was adnaed to 
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keep the sheep, which were sixteen in namber, cloee 
to tne tents, where they were penned up every evening^. 
Daring the night preceding the 14th, some does hav- 
ing gotten in among them, forced them oat of the pen, 
killed four, and dispersed the rest. Six of them were 
recovered the next day; but the twp rams, and two 
of the finest ewes in the whole flock, were amoDgat 
those which were missing. Baron Plettenberg being 
at this time in the country, our commander applied to 
Mr. Hemmey, the lieutenant-governor, and to the fiscal, 
for redress ; and both these gentlemen promised to use 
their endeavours for the recovery of the lost sheep. 
It is the boast of the Dutch, that the poUce at the 
Cane is so carefully executed, that it is scarcely ))o»% 
sible for a slave^ with all his cunning and knowl^ge 
of the country, to effectuate his escape. Nevertheless, 
Captain Cook's sheep evaded all the vigilance of tho 
fiscal's officers and people. At length after much 
trouble and expense, by employing some of the mean* 
est and lowest scoundrels in tho pmce he recovered all 
but the two ev^es, of which he never could hear the 
least tidings. The character given of the fellows to 
whom the captain was obliged to have recourse, by the 
peraon^who recommended their being applied to, was, 
that for a ducaton thev would cut their master's throat, 
bam the house over his head, and bury him and the 
whole faaiily in the ashes. 

During the stay of our voyagers at the Cape, some 
of the officers, accompanied by Mr. Anderson, made a 
abort excaraion into tne neighbouring country. This 
gentleman, as usual, was very diligent in recording 
every tiling which appeared to him worthy of observa- 
tion. His remarks, however, io the present case, will 
be deemed of little consequence, compared with the 
fu^, accurate, and curious account of the Cape of Good 
Hope, with which Dr. Sparrman hath lately favoured 
the literary world. 

With respect to Captain Cook, besides the unavoid- 
able care which Uy upon him, in providing his ships 
with whatever was requisite for the commodious and 
■ucceasful prosecution of the voyage, his attention 
was eminently directed to scientific oqjects. He wa« 
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ansfons to ascertain the currents, the variatioiM of the 
comiMws, and the latitude and longitude of the placet to 
which he came. The observations which he collected, 
and recorded in his journal, while he was at the Cape 
of Good Hope, will be esteemed of the greatest import- 
ance by judicious navigators. , 

After the disaster which had happened to the sheep, 
it may well be supposed that our commander did not 
long trust on shore those which remained. Accord- 
ingly, he gave orders to have them, and the other cattlei 
conveyed on board as fast as possible. He made an 
addition, also, to the original stock, by the purchase of 
two young bulls, two heifers, two young stallions, two 
mares, two rams, several ewes and goats, and some rab^ 
bits and poultry. All these animsOs were intended for 
New Zealand, Otaheite, and the neighbouring islands { 
and indeed, for any other places, in the course of the 
voyage, where the leaving of any of them might be of 
service to posterity. 

In the supplies which wer6 provided at the Cape, 
Captain Cook paid a particular regard to the nature and 
extent of his undertaking. As it was impossible to tell 
when or where he might meet with a place which could 
so amply contribute to his necessities, he thoueht pro* 
per to lay in such a store of provisions for both ships, 
as would be sufficient to last them for two years ajid 
upwards. 

Our commander having given a copy of his instmc- 
tions to Captain Clerke, and an order directing him 
how to proceed in case of a separation, weighed from 
Table Bay on the 30th of November, though it was 
Aot till the third of December that he got clear of the 
land. On the sixth the ships passed through several 
spots of water, nearly of a red colour. When some of 
this was taken up, it was found to contain a large quan- ^ 
tit^ of small animals of a reddish hue, and which the 
microscope discovered to resemble a crag^fish. As our 
navigators pursued their course to the south-east, a veiy 
Strong gale, which they had from the westward, was 
followed by a mountainous sea, in consequence of which, 
the Resolution rolled and tumbled so much, that the cat- 
tle on board were preserv'ed with the utmost difficulty 
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• iwthe m*>®*' 
Soon after, n^veral of the goate, ^"P^'^^U.ng a^^ ^Vf 
together with some sheep died, notwithstana 6 ^^^^c 
care to prevent it, that was exercised oy . jness ot 
This misfortune was chiefly owing to tne ^ ^^ „^o8t 
the weather, which now began to be ie»' *" 
sensible manner. - aeaX^ 

On the 12th land was seen, which, «?P,**„ds. T^at 
approach, was found to consist of ^-^^^J® larffcst, "«^ 
which lies most to the south, and is '"® i/affO«® ^ 
judged by Captain Cook to be about fifteen *^*|,,es, »» 
circuit. The northerly one is about mr^^ j^e of fi^ 
circuit: and the two islands are at the '3i'''*'*"j ibroug** 
leagu^ from each other. As the shipfl P^^ "oiil<* S , 
the channel between them, our voyiO^^^f ^^pp, eitbet 
dwcorer. With the assistance of their beflt ^^"^^^io baj® 
J^r shrub on either of them. They ^f^*''*'^^ for the 
mo^part?„^ bold s^ioie. and their Bi,fn^<;'?^*\^rrtn»i«'' 
and sfd j! ^^oniposed of barren mountaioB, the » ^be8« 
t'^o i8la«w°' '^'*'^'» ^^i* covered with 8»P^' lie frooa 
«'«etoiSll'*^«^'^«''^»'*» «>"' others which i^ ^^bI 
•«<' "earf^t'^^ 'l^ff'^s of longitude n^^']?. * overed ^ 
£«Ptaii,8 i^"i;''e «anie latitude, had been ^^^^^^b n*^*' 

J* '^ '''^ Ch^^Jp.^^^ on their passage, ^?* islands. 
t^Z^^l^^S^.^?^ 'o th^ PhiiiPP'^an of the 



?..e,^f:.tfcB ^eaefaer ^ ""^^^'^ ^'^ ^"Ve than ^K 
ttpr. ^ ^J' "Jct w-itfe^f^ ^as not less s^vcretn ^^^ 
tiiOsti^^'^^d, howi^ England in the ^^^h^^ 
ii>^. ,"^- tii€j «a^^r®''?f being discouragre^^*- t:|^f 
ret-; ;*, '^ P^^ntS^l^ «^aped his coarse /nfj^^Ai; 
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mander'a lostnictions to examine whether a good hai> 
bour might not here be found. 

As our voyagers, on the 24th, were steering to the 
eastward, a fog clearing up a little, which had involved 
them for some time, and which had rendered their na- 
vigation both tedious and dangerous, land was seen, 
bearing south-south-east Upon a nearer approach, it 
was' found to be an island of considerable height, and 
about three leagues in circuit. Another island, of the 
same magnitude, was soon after discovered, and in a 
short space a third, besides some smaller ones. At 
times, as the fog broke away, thiere was the appearance 
of laud over the small islands, and Captain Cook enter- 
tained thoughts of steering for it, by running in be- 
tween them. But, on drawing nearer, he found that, 
■o long as the weather continued foggy, thjs would b« 
a perilous attempt For if there should be no passage, 
or if our people should meet with any sudden danger, 
there was such a prodigious sea, breaking on all the 
shores in a frightful sur^ that it would have been im- 
possible for the vessels to be gotten oif. At the same 
time, the captain saw another island ; and as he did 
not know how many more might succeed, he judged it 
prudent in order to avoid getting entangled among 
unknown lands in a thick fog, to wait for clearer 
weather. 

The island last mentioned is a high round rock, 
which was named Blighe's Cap. Our commander had 
received some very slight information concerning it at 
Teneriffe, and his sagacity for tracing it was such, as 
immediately led him to determine, that 't was the same 
that M. de Kerguelen had called the ^sle of Rendez- 
vous. His reason for giving it that name is not very 
apparent: for nothing can rendezvous upon it but 
fowls of the air, it being certainly inaccessible to every 
other animal. The weather beginning to clear up, 
i^aptam Cook steered in for the land, of which a faint 
^ew had been obtained m the morning. This was 
p^'iguelen's land. No sooner had our navigators got 
ten off Cape Francois than they observed the coast, 
to the southward, to be much indented by projecting 
poinu and bayej from which circumstaace they wero 
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•vra of 6iidiiig a Mod harbour. Accordtng^fy, fB^"^ 
harbour was speedily discovered, in which tlM) t^ 
came to an anchor on the 25th, be}ng Christmu ^J- 
Upon landing, our commander found the shofe ahaao^ 
entirely covered with penguins and other birdst and 
with seals. The latter, which were not numerous, bjv- 
ing been unaccustomed to visitors, were so insensible 
of fear, that as many as were wanted, for the purpose 
of making use of their fat or blubber, were killed without 
difficulty. Fresh water was so plentiful, that every 
gully afforded a larj^^e stream ; but not a single tree or 
shrub, or the least sign of it, could be met wim, and but 
very little herbage of any sort. Before Gaptahi Cook 
returned to his ship, he ascended the first ridge of rocks, 
that rise in a kind of amphitheatre, above one anoth«v 
in hopes of obtaining a view of the country ; in which, 
however, he was disappointed : for, previously to his 
reaching the top, there came on so thick a* fog, that 
he could scarcely find his way down again. In the 
evening, the seine was hauled at the head of the har- 
bour, but only half a dozen small fish were caught. 
As no better success attended a trial which was made 
the next day with hook and Une, the only resource for 
frpsh provision was in birds, the store of which was in- 
ezhaustiui«9. 

The people having wrought hard for two days, and 
nearly completed their water, the captain' allowed them 
the 27th, as a day of rest, to celebrate Christmas. Many 
of them, in consequence of this indulgence, went on 
shore, and made excursions, in different directions, into 
the country, which they found barren and desolate in 
the highest degree. One of them, in his ramble, dith 
covered, and brought to our commander, in the evening, 
a quart bottle fastened with some wire to a proiecting 
rock on the north side of the harbour. This hotUe con- 
tained a piece of parchment, on which veas written the 
ollowmg inscription : 

lAAdamco XV. GaBiartan 

re^e etd.de Bow£^ 

regi a SecreUs ad Re^ 

1773. 
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It was dear, from this inscription, that onr English na- 
vigators were not the first who had been in the place. 
As a memorial of our people's having touched at the 
same harbour, Captain Cook wrote, as follows, on the 
other side of the parchment: 

Nttvef Resobdion 

et Discov&ry 

de Rege Moffna BritamuB^ 

IkcemBriSt 1776. 

He then pot it again into a bottle, together with a silyer 
two-penny piece of 1772. Having covered the mouth 
of the bottle with a leaden cap, he placed it, the next 
momine, in a pile of stones, erected for the purpose, 
upon a little eminence on the north shore of the har- 
bour, and near to the place where it was first found. In 
this position it cannot escape the notice of any Euro- 
pean, whom accident or design may bring into the port. 
Here the captain displayed Oie British flag, and named 
the place Christmas Harbour, from our voyagers having 
arrived in it on that festival. 

After our commander had finished the business of 
the inscription, he went in his boat round the harbour, 
to examine what the shore afforded. His more par- 
tici^lar object was to look for drift-wood ; but he did 
not find a single piece throughout the whole extent of 
the place. On the same day, accompanied by Mr. 
King, his second lieutenant, he went, upon Cape Fran- 
cois, with the hone, that from this elevation, ne mi^ht 
obtain a view of the sea-coast, and of the adjoinmg 
islands. But when he had gotten up, he found, that 
every distant object below him was obscured in a thick 
fog. The land on the same plain, or of a greater height, 
was sufiiciently visible, and appeared naked and deso- 
late in the hi^nest degree ; some hills to the southwanl 
excepted, which were covered with snow 

On the 29th, Captain Cook departed from Christmas 
Harbour, and proceeded to range along the coast, 
with a view of discovering its position and extent. 
In pursuing his course, he met with several promon- 
tories and bays, together with a peninsula, all of which 
he hu described tmd named, chiefly in honour of hii 
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variouB fHends. Sach was the danger of the nwU 
gafion, that the ships had more than once a Very na^ 
row escape. On the same day^ another hartmur waa 
discovered, in which the vessels came to an anchor for 
one night Here the captain, Mr. Gore, and Mr 
Bayley went on shore to examine the country, which 
they foand, if possible, more barren and desolate than 
the land that lies about Christmas Harbour : and yet, 
if the least fertility were any where to be expected, 
It ought to have existed in this place, which is com- 
pletely sheltered from the bleak and predominating 
southerly and westerly winds. Our commander ol^ 
■erved, with regret, that there was neither food nor 
covering for cattle of any sort; and that, if he left 
any, they miist inevitably perish. Finding no encour- 
agement to continue his researches, he weighed anchor 
and put to sea on the 30th, having given to the har- 
bour the name of Port Palliser. On the sanle day, 
he came to a point, which proved to be the very eastern 
extremity of Kerguelen's Land. In a large bay, near 
this point, there was a prodigious quantity of sea-weed, 
some of which is of a most extraordinary length. It 
seemed to be the same kind of vegetable production 
that Sir Joseph Banks bad formerly distinguished by the 
appellation offucas gigantetis. Although the stem ia 
not much thicker than a man's hand. Captain CooX 
thought himself well warranted to say, that a part of it 
grows to the ^ength of sixty fathoms and upward. 

The Jesuit of the examination of Kerguelen*s Land 
was, that the quantity of latitude which it occupies doth 
not much exceed one degree and a quarter. Its extent, 
from east to west, still remains undecided. At its first 
discovery it was probably supposed to belong to a 
southern continent; but, in fact, it is an island, and that 
of no great extent. If our commander had not been 
unwilline to deprive M. Kerguelen of the honour of its 
bearing his name, he would have been disposed, from 
its sterility, to call it the land of Desolation. 

It should here be mentioned, that M. de Kergnelen, 
made two visits to the coast of this country ; one in 
1772, and another in 1773. With the first of tbeaa 
^oyages, Captain Cook had only a very slight acquair 
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vio&t and to the second he was totally a stranger ; so 
that he scarcely had any opportunity of comparing hie 
own discoveries with those of the French navigator. 
M. de Kereuelen was peculiarly unfortunate, in having 
done but Tittle to complete what he had begun ; for 
thouffh he discovered a new land, he« could not, in two 
expeditions to it, once bring his ships to an andior 
upon any part of its coasu. Captain Cook had either 
fewer difficulties to struggle with, or was more sacces*- 
ful in surmounting them. 

During the short time in which our voyagers lay in 
Christmas Harbour, Mr. Anderson lost no opportunity 
of searching the country in every direction. Perhaps 
no place, hitherto discovered, under the same parallel 
of latitude, affords so scanty a field for a natural histo- 
rian. All that could be known in the space of time 
allotted him, and probably all that will ever be worthy 
to be known, was collected by this gentleman. A ver- 
dure, which had been seen at a uttle distance from 
the shore, gave our people the flattering expectation 
of meeting with a variety of herbage ; but in this thev 
were greatly deceived. On landing, it was perceived, 
that the lively colour whi^h had imposed upon them, 
was oocasioned only by one small plant, not unlike 
•ome strfts of gaxifrage. It grows in large spreading 
tufts, a considerable way op the hills. The whole 
catalogue of plants does not ^ceed sixteen or eighteen, 
including several kinds of moss, and a beautiful 
species of lichen, which rises higher up from the rocks 
than the rest of the vegetable productions. There is 
not the appearance of a shrub in the whole countnr. 
Nature has been somewhat more bountiful in furnish- 
ing it with animals: though, strictly speaking, they 
are not inhabitants of the place, being all of the ma- 
rine kind. In general, the land is onlv used by them 
for breeding, and as a resting-place. Of these animals 
the most considerable are seals ; being of that sort 
which is called the ursine seal. The birds, which have 
already been mentioned as very numerous, chiefly 
consist of penguins, ducks, petrels, albatrosses, shags, 
gulls, and sea-swallows. Penguins, which are far su 
perior in number to the rest, are of three kinds, one 
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of which had never been seen by an^ of our vojragere 
. before. The rocks, or foundations of the hills, are prin- 
cipally composed of that dark blue and very hard stone, 
which seems to be one of the most universal produc- 
tions of nature. Nothing was discovered that had the 
hsut appearance of ore or metal. 

From this desolate coast Captain Cook took his de- 
parture on the 31st, intending, agreeably to his in* 
Btructions, to touch next at New Zealand ; that he 
miffht obtain a recruit of water, take in wood, and 
uMce hay for the cattle. Their number was now 
considerably diminished: for two young bulla, on« 
of the heifers, two rams, and several of the goats, 
had died while our navigators were emT>loyed in 
ezplorinz Kerguelen's Land. For some time they 
had fresh gales, and tolerably clear weather. But 
on the 3d of January, 1777, the wind veered to the 
north, where it continued eight days, and was at 
tended with so thick a fog, that the ships ran above 
three hundred leasnes in the dark. Occasionally 
the weather would clear up, and give our people 
a eight of the sun; but this happened very sel 
dom, and was always of snort continuance. How- 
ever, amidst all the darkness produlbd by the fog, 
the vessels, though they seldom saw each other, 
were so fortunate, in consequence of frequently 
firing guns as signals^ that they did not lose com- 
pany. On the 12th, the northerly winds ended in 
A calm. This was succeeded, in a little time, by 
a wind from the southward, which brought on a rain, 
that continued for twenty-four hours. At the end of 
we rain, the wind freshened, and veering to the west 
and north-west, was followed by fair and clear 
weather. . 

...J ®J^'ng very remarkable occurred to our voyagers 
«u tbe 24th, when they discovered the coast of 
7*J ^>«nian'8 Land ; and, on the 26th, the ships 
Qrjlf to an anchor in Adventure Bay. Captain 
jj^^ aa soon as he had anchored, ordered the 
him 1 J^ ^ hoisted out ; in one of which he went 
^^«elf, to look for the most commodious place for 
"'"^'^ing the necessary supplies Wood and water 



THIRD yOTAOS. 65 

were found in abundance, and in places sufficiently 
convenient ; but grass, which was most wanted, was 
scarce, and, at the same time, very coarse. Necessity, 
however, obliged our people, to take up with such as 
could be procured. 

On the 23th, the English, who were employed m 
cutting wood, were agreeably surprised with a visit 
from some of the natives. They consisted of eight men 
and a boy, who- approached our voyagers not only 
without fear, but with the most perfect confidence and 
freedom. There was only a single person among them 
who had any thing which bore the least appearance of 
a weapon, and that was no more than a stick about two 
feet long, and pointed at one end. These people were 
quite naked, and wore no kind of ornaments ; unless 
some large punctures, or ridges, raised in different parts 
of their bodies, either in straight or curved lines, may 
be considered in that light. Most of them had their hair 
and beards smeared with a red ointment ; and the faces 
of some of them were painted with the same composi- 
tion. Every present which Captain Cook made them 
they received without the least appearance of satisfac- 
tion. Of bread and elephant fish, which were offered 
them, they refg^d to taste, but showed that they were 
fond of birds, as an article of food. Two pigs, whi^ih 
the captain had brought on shore, having come within 
their reach, they seized them by the ears, as a dog 
would have done, and would have carried them off im- 
mediately, apparently with nq othor intention than to 
kill them. Our commander being desirous of knowing 
the use of the slick which one of the Indians had in his 
hands, he signified, by signs, his wishes to that purpose. 
His intimations so far succeeded, that one of them set 
«p a piece of wood as a mark, and threw at it at the 
distance of about twenty yards. There was but little 
reason to commend his dexterity ; for, afler repeated 
trials, he was still very wide from his object. Omai, to 
convince the natives how much our weapons were su- 
perior to theirs, then fired his musket at the mark, by 
which they were so greatly terrified, that, notwithstand- 
ing all the endeavours of the English to quiet their 
minds, they ran instantly into the woods. 

Vol. li E 3* 
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After the retreat of the Indians, Captain Cook, jadg- 
ing that their fears would prevent their remaining 
near enough to observe what passed, ordered the tvo 
pigs, being a boar and a sow, to be carried about a ntile 
within the head of the bay, and saw them left there, by 
the side of a fresh-water brook. It was, at first, bis 
benevolent intention to make an additional present to 
Van Dieman's Land, of a young bull and cow, toge- 
ther with some sheep and goats. But, upon reflection 
he laid aside his deeign ; being persuaded that the 
natives would destroy them, from their incapacity of 
entering into his views with regard to the improve- 
ment of their country. As pigs are animals which 
soon become wild, and are fond of the thickest cover 
of the woods, there was the greater probability of 
their beiog preserved. For the accommodation of the 
other catt'le, an open place must have been chosen ; in 
which situation they could not possibly have been con- 
cealed many days. 

On the 29ih, about twenty of the inhabitants, men 

and boys, joined Captain Cook and such of his people 

as had landed with him, without manifesting the least 

sizn of fear or distrust, (t was remarkable, that one 

- of the Indians was conspicuously deformed ; nor was 

he more distinguished by the hump upon his back, 

than by the drollery of his gestures, and the humour 

of his speecties ; which had the appearance of being 

intended for the entertainment of our voyagers. Un- 

tortunately, the language in which he spoke to them 

was wholly unintelligible. To each of the present 

wSrh 'if *^^P^^*" f ^v® ^ string of beads and a medal, 

q" J "*®y seemed to receive with some satisfaction. 

There*"' ^^^ ^*^°" tools, they appeared to set no value. 

norant ^r^r ''®ason to believe, that they were even ig- 

ihat a "sh-hooks ; and yet it is difficult to suppose, 

Bot oba'*^**^'^ ^^° inhabit a sea-coast, and who were 

Som thft*^^^*^ '** derive any part of their sustenance 

quainted ^^f^J^'^ctions of the ground, should be unac- 

Uiey ^g ^iih some mode of catching fish. However, 

«ny cano^ never seen to be thus employed ; nor was 

upon th^® ^^ vessel discovered by which they could go 

'oe water. Though they had rejected the kind 
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offish which had been offered them, it was evident that 
shell fish made a part of their food. 

After Captain Cook had left the shore, several wo- 
men and children made their appearance, and were 
introdaced to Lieutenant King bv some of the men 
that attended them. These females (a kangaroo skin 
eicepted, which was tied over their shoulders, and 
seemed to be intended to support their infants) were 
as naked and as black as the men, and had their bodies 
marked with scars in the same manner. Many of the 
children had fine features, and were thought to be 
pretty ; but a less favourable report was made of the 
women, and especially of those who were advanced in 
years. Some of the gentlemen, however, belonging to 
the Discovery, as our commander was informed, paid 
their addresses and made liberal offers of presents, 
which were rejected with great disdain. It is certain, 
that this gallantry was not very agreeable to the men : 
for an elderly man, as soon as he observed it, ordered 
the women to retire. The order wa» obeyed ; but, on 
the part of some of the females, with the appearance of 
a little reluctance. 

On the present occasion, Captain Cook made some 
proper and pertinent reflections, which I shall deliver 
m his own words: "This conduct," says he, **of 
Europeans among savages, to their women, is highly 
blameable ; as it creates a jealousy in their men, that 
may be attended with consequences fatal to the sue* 
cess of the common enterprise, and to the whole body 
of adventurers, without advancing the private purpose 
of the individual, or enabling him to gain the object of 
his wishes. I believe it has generally been found, 
amongst uncivilized people, that where the women 
are easy of access, the men are the first to offer them 
to etransers; and that, were this is not the case, 
neither the allurement of presents, nor the opportunity 
of privacy, will be likely to have the desired effect. 
This observation, I am sure, will hold good through- 
out all the parts of the South Sea where I have been. 
Why then should men act so absurd a part, as to risk 
their own safety and that of all their companions, in 
ponuit of a gratification, which they have no probability 
ofobuining." 
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While OUT navigatora were at Van Dieman*s LancL 
they were successful in obtaining a plentiful crop of 
grass for their cattle, and such as was far more excel- 
lent than what they had met with at their first going on 
shore. The quantity collected was judged by the captaiv 
to be sufficient to last till his arrival in New Zealand. 

Van Dieman's Land had been visited twice before 
*fhat'name had been given it by Tasman, who dis- 
covered it in 16 1^ ; from which time it had escaped 
a\l notice of European navigators, tilj Captain Fur 
neaux touched at it, in 1773. It is well known that if 
is the southern part of New Holland, which id by fai 
the largest island in the world \ indeed, so large an 
island, as almost to deserve the appellation of a conti- 
nent. 

While Captain Cook was at this country, he neglect- 
ed nothing whteh could promote the knowledge of 
BCience and navieation. Here, as every where else, he 
settled the latitude and longitude of places ; marked the 
variations of the compass, and recorded the nature of 
the tides. He corrected, likewise, an error of Captain 
Fumeaux, with respect to the situation of Maria's 
Island ; on which subject he hath candidly remarked, 
that his own idea is not the result of a more faithful, 
but merely of a second examination. 

Mr. Anderson, during the few days in which the 
ships remained in Adventure Bay, exerted his usual 
diligence in collecting as full an account as could lie 
obtained in so short a period of time, of the natural 
productions and the inhabitants of the country. little 
can be said coucerning either the personal activity or 
genius of the natives. The first, they do not seem to 
possess in any remarkable degree ; and, to all appear- 
ance, tbey liave less of the last, than even the half- 
animated inhabitants of Terra del Fuego. Their not 
expressing that surprise which might have been ex- 
pected, from their seeing* men so much unlike them- 
selves, and things to which they had hitherto been 
utter strangers ; their mdifference for the presents of 
our people, and their general inattention, were suffi- 
cient testimonies that they are not endued- with any 
acuteneas of understanding. What the ancient poeta 
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teH ns of Fauns and Satyrs Imng in" hollow trees, is 
realized at Van Diemen^s Land. Some wretched con- 
structions of sticks, covered with bark, and which did 
not deserve the name of huts, were indeed found near 
the shore : but these seemed only to have been erected 
for temporary purposes. The most comfortable habita> 
tions of the natives were afforded by the largest trees. 
These had their trunks hollowed out by fire, -to the 
height of six or seven feet ; and there was room enough 
in them for three or four persons to sit round a hearth, 
made 9f clay At the same time, these places of shelter 
are durable ; for the people take care to leave one side 
of the tree sound, which is sufCcient to keep it in luzu- 
riant growth. The inhabitants of Van Diemen*s Land 
are undoubtedly from the same stock with those of the 
northern parts of New Holland. Their language, in- 
deed, appeared to be different; but how far the differ- 
ence extended, our voyagers could not have an oftor^ 
tunity of determining. With regard to the New Hol- 
landers in general, there is reason to suppose that they 
originally came from the same place with all the Indian* 
of the South Sea. 

On the 30th of January, 1777, Captain Cook sailed 
from Adventure Bay, and on the 12th of February 
came to an anchor at his old station of Queen Char* 
letters sound, in New Zealand. Being unwilling to 
lose any time, he commenced his operations that very 
aflernoon. By his order, several of the empty water 
casks were immediately landed, and a place was begun 
to be cleared for setting up the two observatories, and 
the erection of tents, to accommodate a guard, and the 
rest of the company, whose business might require 
them to remaiil on shore. Our navigators bad not 
lonff been at anchor, before a number of canoes, filled 
with natives, came alongside of the ship^ However, 
very few of them would venture on board ; which ap- 
peared the more extraordinary, as the captain was well 
known to them all, and they could not be insensible 
how liberally he had behaved to them on former occa- 
sions. There was one man m particular, whom he had 
treated with remarkable kindness, during the whole of 
his last stay in this place ; and yet, neither profesgiong 



10 CAPTAIN COOK*! 

of friendship, nor preients, coold prerail upon him to 
enter the Resolution. 

There was a real cause for this shyness on the part 
of the New Zealanders. A dreadful event had bap- 
pened to some of Captain Furneauz's crew, while be 
lay in Queen Charlotte's Sound, after he had finally 
separated from Captain Cook, in the former voyage. 
Ten men, who bad been sent out in the large cutter to 
|;atber wild sreens, for the ship's company, were killed 
in a skirmish with the natives. What was the cause 
of the quarrel could not be ascertained, as not one of 
the company survived to relate the story. Lieutenant 
Bumey, who was ordered to go in search of them, 
found only some fragments of their bodies; from which 
it appeared, that they had been converted jnto the food 
of the inhabitants.' It was the remembrance of this 
event, and the fear of its being revenged, which now . 
rendered the New Zealanders so fearful of enterin|^ 
the English vessels. From the conversation of Omai, 
who was on board the Adventure when the melancholy 
affair happened, they knew that it could not be un- 
known to Captain Cook. The captain, therefore, judged 
it necessary to use every endeavour to assure them of 
the continuance of his friendship, and that he should 
not disturb them on account of the catastrophe. It was 
most probably in consequence of this assurance, that 
they soon laid aside all manner of restraint and dis- 
trust. 

In the meanwhile, the operations for refitting the 
ships, and for obtaining provisions, were carried on 
with great vigour. For the protection of the party on 
shore, our commander appointed a guard of ten nui- 
rines, and ordered arms for all the workmen, with 
whom Mr. King, and two or three petty officers, con- 
stantly remained. A boat was never sent to a con- 
siderable distance without being armed, or without be- 
ing under the direction of such officers as might be de- 
pended upon, and who were well acquainted with the 
natives. In Captain Cook's former visits to this coun- 
try, he had nevet made use of such precautions ; nor was 
he now convinced of their absolute necessity. But, 
after the tragical fate of the crew of the Adventure's boat 
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in this sound, and of Captain Marion du F^resne, and 
some of his people in the Bay of Islands, (in 1773,) it 
was impossible to free our navigators from all appre- 
hensions of experiencing a similar calamity. 

Whatever suspicions the inhabitants might at first en- 
tertain, that their acts of barbarity would be revenged, 
they very speedily became so perfectly easy upon the 
subject, as to take up their residence close to our voy- 
agers: and the advantage of their coming to live with 
tm English was not inconsiderable. Every day, when 
the weather would permit, some of them weut out to 
catch fish, and our people generally obtained,' by ex- 
changes, a good share ot the produce of their labours, 
in addition to the supply which was afforded by our 
own nets and lines. Nor was there a deficiency of ve- 
getable refreshmentB ; to which was united spruce-beer 
for drink ; so that if the seeds of the scurvy had been 
contracted by any of the crew, they would speedjly 
have been removed by such a regimen. The fact, how- 
ever, was, that there were only two invalids upon the 
sick lists in both ships. 

Curiosities, fish, and women, were the articles of 
commerce supplied by the New Zealanders. The two 
first always came to a good market ; but the latter did 
not happen, at this time, to be an acceptable commodi- 
ty. Our seamen had conceived a dislike to these peo- 
ple, and were either unwilling or afraid to associate 
with them ; the good effect of which was, that our 
commander knew no instance of a man's quitting his 
station, to go to the habitations of the Indians. A 
sonnexion with women it was out of Captain Cook's 
power to prevent; but he never encouraged it, and 
always was fearful of its consequences. Many, indeed, 
are of opinion, that such an intercourse is a great 
security among savages. But if this should ever be 
the case with those who remain and settle among 
them, it is generally otherwise with respect to tra- 
vellers and transient visitors. In such a situation as 
was that of our navigators, a connexion with the 
women of the natives, l^trays more men than it aaves 
*'What else," says the cnptain, **can reasonably bo 
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expected, since all their views are selfish, without t!i« 
least mixture of regard or attachment? My own expt^ 
rience at least, which hath been pretty extensive, bath 
not pointed out to me one instance to the contrary.** 

Amongst the persons who occasionally visited the 
English, was a chief of the name of Kahoora, who, as 
Captain Cook was informed, had headed the party that 
cut off Captain Furneaux's people, and had himself 
killed Mr. Kowe, the officer who commanded. This 
roan our commander was strongly solicited to put to 
death, even by some of the natives.; and Omai was per- 
fectly eager and violent upon the subject. To these so- 
licitations the captain paid not the least degree of atten* 
tion. He even admired Kahoora 's courage, and was 
not a little pleased with the confidence with which he 
had put himself into his power. Kahoora had placed 
his whole safety in the declarations that Captain Cook 
had uniformly made to the New Zealanders ; which 
were, that be had always been a friend to them all, and 
would continue to be so, unless they gave him cause to 
act otherwise ; that as to their inhuman treatment of 
our people, he should think no more of it, the transac- 
tion having happened long ago, and when he was not 
present ; but that, if ever they made a second attempf 
of t)ie same kind, they might rest assured of feeling the 
weight of his resentment. 

While our commander, on the 16th, was making an 
excursion for the purposes of collecting food for his 
cattle, he embraced the opportunity to inquire, as ac- 
curately as possible, into the circumstances which had 
attended the melancholy fate of our countrymen. 
Omai was his interpreter on this occasion. The> re- 
sult of the inquiry was, that the quarrel first took its 
rise from some thefts, in the commission of which 
the natives were detected ; that there was no preme- 
ditated plan of bloocshed; and that if these thefts 
had not, unfortunately, been too hastily resented, no 
mischief would have happened Kahoora's greatest 
enemies, and even the very men that had niost eaiv 
oestly solicited his destruction, confessed, at the same 
time, that he had no intention of quarrelling with Cap 
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ttin Fumeanx^s people, and much less of killing any of 
them, till the fray had actually commenced. 

Captain Cook continued, in this his laft visit to New 
Zealand, the solicitude he had formerly shown to be of 
some essential future service to the country. To one 
chief he gave two goats, a male and a female, with a 
kid ; and to another two pigs, a boar aud a sow. Al- 
though he obtained a promise from both these chiefs, 
that they would not kill the animals which had been 
presented to them, he could not venture to place any 
great reliance upon their assurances. It was his full 
intention, on his present arrival in Queen Charlotte's 
Sound, to have leA not only goats and hogs, but sheep, 
trtgether with a young bull and two heifers. The ac- 
complishment, however, of this resolution^ depended 
either upon his finding a chief, who was powerful 
enough to protect and keep the cattle, or upon his 
meeting with a place where there might be a prolxibili- 
ty of their being concealed from those who would ig- 
norantiy attempt to destroy them. Neither of these cir- 
cumstances happened to be conformable to his wishes. 
At different times he had left in New Zealand ten or 
a dozen hogs, besides those which had been put on 
tfhore by Captain Furneauz. It will, therefore, bQ a 
little extraordinary, if this race of animals should not 
increase and be preserved, either in a wild or domes- 
tic state, or in both. Our commander was informed 
that Tiratou, a popular chief among the natives, had 
a number of cocks and hens, and one sow, in his 
separate possession. With regard to the gardens which 
had formerly been planted, though they ha^ almost en- 
tirely been neglected, and some of them destroyed, 
they were not wholly unproductive. They were found 
Xo contain cabbages, onions, leeks, purslain, radishes, 
mustard, and a few potatoes. The potatoes, which had 
first been brought from the Cape or Good Hope, were 
greatly itieliorated by change of soil ; and, with pro- 
per cultivation, would be supcHor to those produced in 
most other countries. 

A great addition of knowledge was obtained, during 
this voyage. With respect to the productions of New 
Z«kland, and the manners and customs jf its inhabit- 
4 
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^g The zeal of Captain Cook upon the sulgect 
tifts admirably seconded by the sedulous diligence of 
^- Vndereon, who omitted no opportunity of collect- 
shall 




the character of the natives. They seemed to be a 
^op^e perfectly satisfied with the little they already 
Uossess; nor are they remarkably curious either in 
SieiT observations or their inquiries. New objects are 
Tq far from striking them with such a degree of sur- 
orise as might naturally be expected, that they scarcely 
fcx their attention even for a moment. In the arts with 
^hich they are acquainted, they show, as much inge- » 
nuity» both in invention and execution, as any unciviliz' 
ed nations under similar circumstances. Without 
the least use of those tools which are formed of metal, 
they make every thing that is necessary to procure ■ 
' \heir subsistence, clothing, and military weapons ; and 
all this is done by them with a neatness, a strength, 
and a convenienee, that are well adapted to the accom- 
plishment of the several purposes tney have in view^. . 
f^o people can have a quicker sense of an injury done 
to them than the New Zealanders, or be more ready to 
resent it ; and yet they want one characteristic of true 
bravery; for they will take an opportunity of beintf 
insolent, when they think there is no dan^r of 
their being punished. From the number of their wea- 
pons, and their dexterity in using them, it appears, that 
war is their principal profession. Indeed, their public 
contentions are so frequent, or rather so perpetual, that 
they must live under continual apprehensions of 
being destroyed by each other. From their horrid 
custom of eating the flesh of their enemies, not only 
without reluctance but with peculiar satisfaction, it 
would be natural to suppose that they must be desti- 
tute ot every human feeling, even with regard to their 
own party. This, however, is not the case ; for they 
lament the loss of their friends with a violence of ex- 
preasion which argues the most tender remembrance 
imi -?f * .1.^* * ^^'■y «arly age the children are initiated 
mto aU the practices, whether good or bad. of their 
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fktfaera; so that a boj or girl, when only nine or ten 
years old, can perform the motions, and imitate the 
Thghtfiil gestures, by which the more aged are accus- 
tomed to inspire their enemies with terror. They can 
keep likewise the strictest time in their song ; and it is 
with some degree of melody that they sing the tradi- 
lions of their forefathers, their actions in war, and other 
■ubjects. The military achievements of their an- 
cestors, the New Zealanders celebrate with the highest 
pleasure, nnd spend much of their time in diversions 
of this sort, and in playing upon a musical instrument, 
which partakes of the nature of a flute. With respect 
to their language, it is far from being harsh or disa- 
greeable, though the pronunciation of it is frequently 
guttural ; nor if we may judge from the melody of 
some kinds of their songs, is it destitute of those quali- 
ties, which fit it to be associated with music. Of its 
identity with the languages of the other islands, through- 
out the South Sea, fresn proofs were exhibited dunng 
the present voyage. 

4t the request of Omai, Captain Cook consented to 
take with him two ytviths from New Zealand. That 
they might not quit their native country under any de- 
luding ideas of visiting it again, the captain took 
care to inform their parents, in the strongest terms, that 
they would never return. This declaration seemed, 
however, to make no kind of impression. The father 
of the youngest lad resigned him with an indifference, 
which he would scarcely have shown at parting with 
his dog, and even stripped the boy of the liitle clothing 
he possessed, delivering him quite naked into the hands 
of our voyagers. This was not the case with the mo- 
ther of the other youth. She took her leave of him with 
all the marks of tender affection, that might be expect- 
ed between a parent and a child on such an occasion ; 
but she soon resumed her cheerfulness, and went away 
wholly unconcerned. 

On the 25th of the month. Captain Cook stood out 
of Queen Charlotte's Sound, and by the 27th got clear 
of New Zealand. No sooner had the ships lost sight 
of the land, than the two young adventurers from that 
country, one of whom was nearly eighteen years of 
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age, and the other about ten, began deeply to repent ■ 
of the step they had taken- it was the experience of 
'the sea-sickness which gave this turn to their reflec 
tions ; and all the soothing encouragement tHe English 
could think of, was but of little avail. They wept, 
both in public and in private, and made their lamenta* 
tion in a kind of song, that seemed to be expressive of 
the praises of their country and people, from which 
they were to be separated for ever. In this disposition 
they continued for many days ; but as their sea-sick- 
ness wore off, and the tumult of their minds subsided, 
the fits of lamentation became less and less frequent, 
and at length entirely ceased. By degrees, their native 
country and their friends were forgotten, and they ap- 
peared to be as firmly attached to our navigators, as if 
they had been born in England. 

In the prosecution of the voyage. Captain Cook met 
with unfavourable winds ; and it was not till the S^h 
of March that land was discovered. It was found to 
be an inhabited island, the name of which, as was 
learned from two of the natives, who camf" off in a 
canoe, is Mangeea. Our commander examined the 
coast with his boats, and had a short intercourae with 
some of the inhabitants. Not being able to find a 

E roper harbour for bringing the ships to an anchorage, 
e was obliged to leave the country unvisited, thougli 
it seemed capable of supplying all the wants of our 
voyagers. The Island of Mangeea is full five leagues 
m circuit, and of a moderate and pretty equal height. 
it has, upon the whole, a pleasing aspect, and might 
be made a beautiful spot by cultivation. The inhabit- 
ants, who appeared to be both numerous and well fed, 
seemed to resemble those of Otaheite and the Mar- 
quesas in the beauty of their persons ; and the resem- 
b^nce, as far as could be judged in so short a compasa 
oi time, takes place with respect to their general dispo- 
sition and character. 

, J!"^ t^^e coast of Mangeea our commander sailed in 
the afternoon of the 30th, and on the next day land was 
agam seen, within four leagues of which the ships ar^ 
nved on the 1st of April. Our people could then pro- 
"^once it to be an island, nearly of the same appear^ 
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ance and extent with that which had so lately been 
left. Some of the natives speedily put ofif in their ca- 
noes, and three of them were persuaded to come on 
board the Resolution ; on which occasion, their whole 
behaviour marked that they were quite at their ease, 
and felt no kind of apprehension that they should be 
detained, or ill used. In a visit from several others of 
the inhabitants, they manifested a dread of approaching 
near the cows and horses ; nor could they form the least 
conception of their nature. But the sheep and goats 
did not, in their opinion, surpass the limits of their 
idea»; for they gave our navigators to understand that 
they knew them to be birds. As there is not the most 
distant resemblance between a sheep or a goat, and any 
winged animal, this may be thought to be almost an in- 
credible example of human ignorance. But it should be 
'remembered, that, excepting hogs, dogs, and birds, these 
people were strangers to the e.iistence of any other land 
animals. 

In a farther intercourse with the natives, who had 
brought a hog, together with some plaintains and cocoa- 
nuts, they demanded a dog from our voyagers, and re* 
fused every thing besides which was offered in ex- 
change. One of the gentlemen on board happened to 
have a dog and a bitch which were great nuisances in 
the ship ; and these he might now have disposed of in 
a manner that would have been of real future utility to 
the island. But he had no such views in making them 
the companions of his voyage. Omai, however, with a 
good nature that reflects honour upon him, parted with 
a favourite dog which he had brought from England ; 
and with this acquisition the people' departed highly 
satisfied. 

On the 3d of April, Captain Cook despatched Mr. 
Gore, with three boats, to endeavour to get upon th 
island. Mr. Gore himself, Omai, Mr. Anderson, and 
Mr. Burney, were the only persons that landed. The 
transactions of the day, of which Mr. Anderson drew 
Qp an ingenious and entertaining account, added to the 
stock of knowledge gained by our naviffators, but did 
not accomplish Captain Cook's principal object. No- 
thing was procurea by the gentlemen, from the iBland, 
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to the prescrration ort;^e gentlemen, m ^ .j, itl^ 

oq shore; for a strosig disposilion to re'- --"^ 

be«n ^fhown bj the nativea, ,, , 
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t^* £JCift4><K'^'^ ^"if"i w'^^ *^w countrymen was at- 

t^^^^^'^H^^U.^ih'' ^''^^ beii>re, about twenty persons in 

flUVT*' A ' ^'* c *^^ ^^ tmbarked on board a canoe 

t *^t^' ji ^J'jji!^ «!'*='■ to the neighbouring island of 

^Jl*Ci *^ Jib^^ tJn ■ "^ storm having arisen, wnich drove 

V IfyjiC^fS^' ^K^'' "^^u^Bc, and their provisions being 
tP €^ *^^f, W ^^'f^i^d incredible hardships, and the 

V j/^^^^ *%k^?^ perish ed by famine and fatigue. Four 
^'j^ 'y'-^^^^^f'flr ^^^^^ ^J»« boat overset, and then the 
// f //JffWf^vr A^^^^^^ rpuinant appeared to be inevit- 
^J^/ J / ^t ^ ^"^5 '^i^ '^^ P^ hanging by the side of the ve»- 

j J mf^m ^^^SxJu^^ n ned to do for some days, when they 

^fU^ 'Jr y ^^^-"^ broughi within si^tofthe people of 

^^'^"^^i ate I y sent out can^s, and brought 

1^ The three men, who now survived, 

J/j, -^^n fttiiftt i>r the kind treatment they had 

'^^ wtW iRti^^1'led were they with their pre- 

^fj.it they rt^fused an offer which was 

Ax\'9 conveyed to their native country. 

m«^T nv»4:Tn ^Jt v^i ' Ijyflimciion may be derived from the 

v-^^S^^;;^:^™;;,.^. It will serve to explain, belter 

than a fA^r>w&J|^,^ --tpcuires of Speculative reasoners, 

t:^S:^ f:^"^^^ pI% ^>f ^^^ ^anh, and, in particular, 

["^*^ anif inh" t'* **'' ^'*«^ ^Snuth Sea, though lying remote 

^^^ oc41^!tftl>^^^<^ ^ p<5opled. Similar adventures 
^^h onffin^^"^ ^""T^ ^Ijgtory of navigation and ship- 
have occu^ ^^ Gore, Mr. Anderson, Mr. 

wrecks- ,^ on "^^Ca landed, is called Wateeoo by 
'^^ ind Omai, had lan^^j ^p^t^ having a surface 
Barney, ^ ^^ js ^Prj^jns which are covered with 
the na^i^^^r^'^^^^^fremeiy p'easantby the diversity 
coiopf>^^^„dered extremely F „u„,erous ; and 

/ ^/'"^CJ f'^ '"^t^'Te"^ *i'^;^^£VnPdeb in shape, 

' ^/^^'* y%^-r^''riw '^^^yJ' tjer^-nS ^'^ delicate as 

^^"i/Vfticb, the/ ^^* V^'^ V^*^^ bC*^^"ally amia- 
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bngomgewa. well uBderrtood, bom y « - tfio^AV 

two New Zealandem -„ Cook ^ ^hi^^ 

The ne« place visited by Oapia^^^^^ia, t^ pro- 
Wand, called Wennooaeltc, orU^ ^y ^Jj«,Vi»^ 
Mr. Gore wa. sent, at the ^^"^'fyr «»*^^^lvS ^^ 
cured about a hundred cocoa-utt t the leaj^^j^ ^^ 

some grass, together with a q"*?^^^ ttle- ^^^^ette* 
brancl^f young trees, for the cat Weoo^^^t 
this time, no inhabitants were foona ^^ ^ ^J^ahe^t, 
yet, as there remained indubitable m^^ ,eft » ^^c ^ 
leut, occasionally frequented, M'r. ^ ^bat tu^ 
and several nails, to. the full value u ^j. 

taken away. # ^ ^;,«cted hi» c^^^f fif 

On the 5th, odr commander direc\^^ distance^ ^ 
Harvey's Island, which was only aj procure so»^,^ 
teen leagues, and where he hop^ discovere^l "J' ^.^ 
fVeshral^ts. This island had been O^ ^^ i^l^no^ 
in 1773, during his last voyage, vrne j^ ^as ^^^ 

discerned of its having any 'T^^vrby a race o» ^^ 
experienced to be well peopled, *"°:n person an«^j,r 
who appeared fo differ much, both >n^^eir b^*** of » 
position, from the natives of Wateeoo. ^^i^ar wa* ^^ 
was disorderiy and clamorous : tneir ^ g^^ce an ^^^^ 
deeper cast; and several of them /*T^_<,t on® ?-mong 
ged aspect. It was remarkable, tbai » ^^^^lent au ^^ 
had adopted the practice, 80 generaJ : i, piinctur"*^^^, 
the people of the Southern OceaJ^\"' ^^\j,g this 8ii»»^ 



me people or me oouinern v/i>«^v nt^rsg *■**. j 
tatooiTi^ their bodies. But, notwith- ' '^j^ ex^i**": jao- 
larity, the most unequivocal proofs ^'-^ ^d '^'^'falect 
their having the same common origio »^^ ^^ ^be a»* j^^ 




he had met with, since his leaving ^®*ltaSied by "" 
his progress having unavoidably been ''^j-.canista»^^ 
favourable winds, and other unforeseen «^ thing^^T 
• it became impossiWe to think of doing » hemi«P^® h 
year in the high latitudes of the northern "^^ tbougo 
fi«ni which he waa still at so great a aia*** 
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the season for his operBtions there was already begon. 
In this situation, it was absolutely necessary, in the first 
pjace, to pursue such measures as were most likely to 
preserve the cattle that were on board. A still more 
capital object was to save the stores and provisipns of 
the ships, that he might the better be^ enabled to prose- 
cute his discoveries to the north, which could not now 
be commenced till n year later than was originally in 
tended. If he had been so fortunate as to have pro- 
cured a supply of water, and of grass, at any of the 
islands he had lately visited, it was his purpose to have 
stood back to the south, till he had met with a westerly 
wind. But ine certain consequence of doing this, with- 
out saeh a supply, would have been the loss of all the 
cattle ; while, at th»saroe time, not a single advantage 
would have been gained, with regard to the grand ends 
of the voyage. He determined, therefore, to bear away 
lor the Friendly Islands, where he was sure of being 
abundantly provided. 

In pursuing his course, agreeably to this resolution, 
oar commander, on the 14th, reached Palmerstoo 
Island, where, and at a neighbouring islot, both of 
which were uninhabited, some little relief was obtained 
The boats soon procured a load of scurvy-grass and 
yo^n^ cocoa-nut trees, which was a feast for the cattle 
and the same feast with the addition of palm-cabbage, 
and the tender branches of the wharra tree, was con- 
tinued for several days. On the 16th, Omai, being on 
shore with the captain, caught, with a scoop-net, in a 
vesy short time, as much fish as served the whole party 
for dinner, besides sending a quantity to both the 
ships. Birds, too, and particularly men-of-war and 
tropic birds, were plentirully obtained ; so that our 
navigators had sumptuous entertainment. Omai acted 
as cook upon the occa.-ion. The ''fish and the birds he 
dressed with heated stones, after the manner of hia 
country ; and performed the operation with a dexterity 
and good humour which were greatly to his credit* 
From the islot before mentioned, twelve hundred co- 
coa-nuts were procured, which being equally, divided 
among the crew, were of great use to .them, both on 
account of the juice and the kernel. There is no water 
Vol. U. F 
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«faended nnder the i 



iB the irfota which are comprehended onder tM inme 
of PalmerstoVs Igland. If that article could be ob 



of refreshment. The quantity of fish that might be 
caaeht would be sofficient; and a ship's company could 
roam about unmolested by the petulance of the mha 
bitants. 

Different opinions have been entertained conccmmg 
the formation of the low islands in the gre^ ocean. 
From the observations which our commander now 
made, be was convinced, that such islancs are formed 
from shoals, or coral banks, and, consequently, that they 
are always increasing. . , : , ^ • -o i. 

After leaving Palmerston's Island, Captam Cook 
steered to the west, with a view of making the bwt 
of bis vvay to Annamooka. During his course, die 
showers were so copious, that our navigators saved a 
considerable quantity of water. Finding that a greater 
supply could be obtained by the rain in one hour, than 
could be gotten by distillation in a month, the captain 
laid aside the still as a thing which was attended with 
more trouble than profit. At this time, the united heat 
and moisture of the weather, in addition to ^e impossi- 
bility of keepins the ships dry, threatened to.be noxious 
to the health otour people. It was, however, remark- 
able, that neither the constant use of salt food, nor the 
vicissitudes of climate, were productive of any evil 
effects. Though ihe only material refreshment onr 
voyagers had received, since their leaving the Cape of 
Good Hope, was that which they had procured at New 
Zealand, there was not, as yet, a single sick person on 
board. 1 his happy situation of things was undoubtedly 
owing to the unremitting attent-on of our commander, 
m aej^ms tluL no circumstance was neglected, which 
*" ml';v *^^^'* '^ preservation of the health of his 

T.!?."d' .1- ^K^J"^ ^P^'» Jf^P^'^ C««^ '°"ched at the 

^J^A ^hLT*"^^ u J**^ *^^'°" *»« took was the 
■am^whgh he bed occupied when he visited the 



Moiitrf three yein before ; uid it was ptvibaU j, tl- 
most in the Mune place where Tasman, the first dia- 
coverer of this and 8<mie of the neighboaring ialanda, 
anchored in 1643. A friendly intercQurse was imme- 
diateW opened with the natives, and every thing was 
settled to the captain's satisfaction. He receiv^ the 
greatest civilities from Tooboo, the chief of Annamooka* 
and Taipa, a chief from the island of Komango, at- 
tached himself to the English in so evtraordinary a man 
ner, that, in order to be near them in the night, as well 
as in the day, he had a house brought on men's shoul* 
ders, a full quarter of a mile, and placed close to the 
shed, which was occupied by our party on shore. On 
the 6th, our commanoer was visited by a great chief 
from Tongataboo, whose name was Feenou, and who 
was falseW represented, by Taijn, to be the king of all 
the FriendlT Isles. The only interruption to the haiw 
mony which subsisted between our people and the nar 
tives of Annamooka arose from the ttiievish disposition 
of many of the inhalHtants.^ They afiforded frequent op 
portunities of remarking, how expert they were in th 
Dusiness of stealing. Even some of the chiefs did no* 
think the profession unbecoming their dignity. One of 
them was detected in carrying a bolt ouh of tlie ship, 
concealed under his clothes ; for which Captain Cook 
•entenced him to receive a doxen lashes, and kept him 
confined till he had paid a hog for^his liberty. After 
this act of iustice, our navigators were no longer trou- 
bled with thieves of rank : but their servants, or slaves, 
were still employed in the dirty work ; and upon them 
a flogging seemed to make no greater impression, than 
it woiud have done upon.the main-mast when any of 
them happened to be caught in the act, so for were their 
masters from interceding in their favour, that they often 
advised our gentlemen to kill them. This, however, 
being a punishment too severe to be inflicted, they gene- 
rally escaped without being punished at all; for of the 
ahame, as well as of the pain of corporal chastisement, 
they appeared to be equally insensible At len^, 
Captain Clerke invented a mode of treatment, which 
was thought to be productive of some good effect. ^ 
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pot the thieves into the hands of the bai^r, and cota^ 
pletely shaved their heads, fn conseqaence of this 
operation, they became objects of ridicule to their owh 
countrymen ; and our people, by keeping them at a dis 
tance, were enabled to deprive them of future opportu* 
nities for a repetition of their rogueries. 

The island of Annamooka being exhausted of itg 
articles of food, Captain Cook proposed, on the 11th, 
to proceed directly ror Tongataboo. From this resolu- 
tion, however, he was diverted, at the instance of Fee 
itoa, who warmly recommended, in preference to it, an 
island, or rather group of islands, called Hapaee, lying 
oa the north-east. There, he assured our voyagers, 
they could be plentifully supplied with every refresb- 
ment, in the easiest manner ; and he enforced his advice 
by engaging to attend them thither in person. Ac- 
cordingly, Hapaee was made choice of for the next 
station ; and the examination of it became an object 
with the captain, as it had never been visited by any 
European ships. 

On the 17th, our commander arrived at Hapaee, 
where he met with a most friendly reception from the 
inhabitants, and from Earoupa, the chief of the island. . 
During the whole stay of our navigators, the time was 
spent in a reciprocation of presents, civilities, and so* 
lemnities. On the part of the natives were displayed 
single combats with clubs, wrestling and boxing-matches, 
female combatants, dances performed by men, and night 
entertainments of singing and dancing. The English, 
on the other hand, gave pleasure to the Indians by ex- 
ercising the mariners, and excited their astonishment by 
L u®'^^ "'**" ^^ fire-works. After curiosity had, on 
both sides, been sufficiently gratified, Captain Cook ap- 
^ A »u "*^®^r ^o the examination of Hapaee, Lefooga, 
and other neighbouring islands. As the ships were re- 
turning, on the Slst, from these islands to Annamooka, 
«^H^®? I ""°°, ^«^« ^«^y near running full upon a low 
hr^uL^ \^}^^^ Pootoo Pootooa, surrounded with 
i,«t 1^* "^ fortunately happened, that the men had 
inri w!!? **'aered upon deck to put the vessels about, 
and were n.oet of i&ni at their stations; so that the 
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neeewary moyements were executed not only with 
judgment, but also with alertness. This alone saved 
the ship and her company from destruction. ** Such 
hazardous situations," savs the captain, ** are the un- 
avoidable companions of the man who goes Upon a voy- 
age of discovery.'* 

During our commander's expedition to Hapaee, he 
was introduced to PouIaho,.the real king of the Friendly 
Isles; in whose presence it instantly appeared how 
groundless had been Peenoa's pretentions to that cha- 
racter. Feenou, however, was a chief of great note and 
influence. By Pouiaho Captain Cook was invited to 
pass over to Tongataboo, which request he complied 
with after he had touched, for two or three days, at 
Annamooka. In the passage, the Resolution was in- 
•ensibiy drawn upon a large flat, on which lay innu- 
merable coral rocks of difierent depths below the sur- 
face of the water. Notwithstanding ail the care and 
attention of our people to keep her clear of|them, they 
oould not prevent her from striking on one of these 
rocks. The same event happened to the Discovery ; 
bat fortunately, neither of the ships stuck fast, or re- 
ceived any damage. 

On the 10th of June, Captain Cook arrived' at Ton- 
gataboo, where the king was waiting for him upon the 
beach, and immediately conducted him to a small, but 
neat bouse, which, be was told, was at his service, dur- 
ing his stay in the island. The house was situated a 
little within the skirts of the woods, and had a fine 
large area bef*^*^ it; so that a more agreeable spot 
oould not have becu provided. Our commkoder's ar- 
rival at Tongataboo was followed by a succession of 
entertainments, similar to those which had occurred at 
Hapaee, though somewhat diversified in circumstances, 
and exhibited with additional splendour. The plea- 
sure, however, of the visit was occasionally interrupted 
by the thieveries of many of the inhabitants. Nothing 
could prevent their plundering our voyagers, in eyery 
quarter ; and they did it in the most daring and inso- 
lent manner. There was scarcely any thing which 
they did not attempt to steal ; and yet, as the crowd 
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ma always great, the captain would not permit Am 
■entinels to fim, lest the innocent shoaldsttffer with thA 

ff^^^^' - . • c 

Captain Cook, on the 19th, made a distribution of 
the animals which he bad selected as presents for the 
principal men of the island. To Poulabo, the kine, he 
^ve a young English boll and cow, together with three 
goats; to Mareewagee, a chief of consequence, a Cape 
ram and two ewes ; and to Feenou, a horse and a mare. 
He likewise left in the island a young boar and three 
young sows, of the English breed ; and two rabbits, a 
buck and a doe. Omai, at the same time, was instructed 
to represent the importance of these animals, and to ex- 
plain, as far as he was capable of doing it, the manner 
in which they should be presenred and treated. Eyen 
the generosity of the captain was not without its incon- 
^®°^«nceB. It soon appeared that some were dissatisfied 
with the allotment of the animals ; for next morning, 
two kids and two turkey-cocks were>mi88ing. As our 
commander could not suppose, that this was an acci- 
dental loss, he determined to have them again. The 
rH^Jj^F u ^^^"'^ «o seize on three canoes that hap- 
J!ot™ •» alongside the ships ; after which, he went- 
TflH «n^U"jl*'"T^/°!^°*' ^ ^'"S^ his brother, Feenou, 
th«m «^S ^^^'^ ^^u '®^"» ^® immediately put a ^ard over 
m^^'.fnl,^''^ *.^™ *?. «nde«tand, that th^must re- 
£m but^the'iS.f.'?';^'^".^^* **"*^ ">« ^'^ •^-^ the tur- 
hfd^n LtnllTr*'^^''® ^""^ ^^^''^* « different times, 
Th1s^?dstep^7'S,^r^°^^^ berestorS* 

yeryg^cSi!&''^kaS,T^?u''^'r^ attended with a 
iosZ^ere intmly touVht 't^ran^^^ Zu^^ **"U^*^ 
sarances were giVen with iS^rH ? ^u^^ «***^ *^ 
that, in the afternoon thLrhi^^ *** \^^ remainder, 
I happy circum8?ance with -fill?? "^Jeased. It wa^ 
hat it did not Abate the fut^^^^^^ '*"'" transaction, 
nd his friends in the SptSi's ki^n"^^ 2^ Poolaho 
reatment. capcam a lund and seneroua 

On the 5th of July was an •»**!• 
owever, in consequence of iinfe!?"® ^f,*"® ««». wliich, 
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niAnt was of little consequence, u the longitude was 
more than sufficiefitly detennined by lunar obaervft* 
tions. 

Captain Cook sailed from Tonrataboo on the lOtlu 
and, two days after, came to anchor at the island of 
Middleburgh, or Eboa, as it is called by the inhabitants. 
Here he was immediately visited by Taoofa, the chief 
with whom he had formerly been acquainted. The in* 
tercourse now renewed was friendly in the highest de- 
-gree, both with Taoofa and the rest of the natives ; and 
our commander endeavoured to meliorate their condi- 
tion by planting a p!ne-apple and sowing the seeds of 
melons, and other vegetables, in the chiefs plantation. 
To this he war encouraged by a proof that his past en- 
deavours had not been wnolly unsuccessful. He had, one 
day, served up to him at his dinner, a dish of turnips, 
being the produce of the seeds which he had left at 
Eooa in hu last voyage. 

The stay which Captain Cook made at the Friendly 
Islands was between two and three months; during 
which time, some accidental difference ext^pted, there 
subsisted the utmost cordiality between the English 
and the natives. These differences were never at- 
tended with any fatal consequences ; which happ^ cir* 
cnmstance was principally owing to the unremitting 
attention of the captain, who directed all his measures 
with a view to the prevention of such quarrels, as 
would be injurious either to the inhabitants or to his 
own people. So long as our navigators staid at the 
islands, wey expend^ very little of their sea pro- 
visions, subsisting, in general, upon the produce of 
the country, and carr^ring away with them a quantity 
of refreshments, sufficient to last till their arrival ak 
another sution, where they could depend upon a fiesh 
supply. It was a singular pleasure to our commander, 
that he possessed an opportunity of adding to the hap- 
piness of these good Indians, by the useful animals 
which he left among them. Upon the whole, the ad- 
vantages of having touched at the Friendlv Islands 
was very great ; and Captain Cook reflectedf upon it 
with peculiar satisfaction, that these advantages were 
obtaiiwd without retarding^ for a lingle moment, the 
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prosecution of the great object of his voyage ; tile m^ 
•on for proceeding to the north having been pt^viooaly 
lost. 

Besides the immediate benefits which both the na- 
tives and the English derived from their mutual inter- 
course on the present occasion, such a large addition 
was now made to the geographical knowledge of this 
part of the Pacific Ocean, as may render no small ser- 
vice to future navigators. Under the denomination of 
the Friendly Islands, must be included not only the 
group at Hapaee, but all those islands that have been 
discovered nearly under the san^e meridian, to the 
north, as well as some others, which though they have 
never hitherto been seen by any European voyagera, 
are under the dominion of Tongataboo. From the 
information yhich our commander received, it appears, 
that this Archipelago is very extensive. Above one 
hundred and fifty islands were reckoned up by the na- 
tives, who made use of bits of leaves to ascertain their 
number >and Mr. Anderson, with his usual diligence, 
procured ah their names. Fifteen of them are said to 
be high or hilly, and thirty-five of them large. Con- 
cerning the size of the thirty-two which were unex- 
plored, It can only be mentioned, that they most be 
larg«.r than Annamooka, which was ranked amongst 
the smaller isles. Several, indeed, of those which £• 
fi iPJ?*"* »f"er denomination, are mere spote, with- 
Ct th«f Prin';; ^Jf^",^«^^ ^^ «ot the feast' douU 
^m?d bv T-l« '"^ " ^**»^' discovered and so 
"T!?K V""*^*^ ''«'* comprehended in the list fur- 
SSSthS Ken^P ^5 5r *^« ^°«d authority for 

thp Bame list « »nA Vk-* *u *^ *'^*» ^®'® included m 

It mnat be left Jo future nlvi^i», !l"'''i^'*"'°*"*- 
phy of thi. part of SI &,u^'p" S *?f '"' the geogn- 
taining the exact situationZd .^b S^PT"" ^I "^^ 
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wti obtained, in the last voyage, of tbe natural hiatoiy 
and productions of the country, and the manners and * 
customs of its inhabiUnts. Though it does not fall 
within the plan of this narrative to enter into a detail 
of the particulars recorded, I cannot help taking notice 
of the explanation which Captain Cook has given of 
the thievisn disposition of the natives. ^It is an explana- 
tion which reflects honour upon his sagacity, humani- 
ty, and candour ; and therefore I shall relate it in his 
own words: "The only defect,** says he, "sullying 
their character, that we know of, is a propensity to 
thieving; to which we found those of all ages, and 
both sexes, addicted, to an uncommon degree. It 
shouIdL however, be considered, that this exception- 
able part of their conduct seemed to exist merely with 
respect to us ; for, in their general intercourse with cr^e 
another, I had reason to be of opinion, that thefts do 
not happen more frequently '(perhaps less so) than in 
other countries, the dishonest practices of whose 
worthless individuals are not supposed to authorise" 
any indiscriminate censure on the whole body of the 
people. Great allowances should be made for the 
foibles of these poor natives of the Pacific Ocean, 
whose minds we overpowered with the^Iare of objects, 
equally new to them as they were captivating. Steal- 
ing, among civilized nations of the wo rid, may well be . 
considered as denoting a character deeply stained 
with moral turpitude; with avarice, unrestrained by 
the known rules of right; and with profligacy, pro* 
ducin^ extreme indigence, and neglecting the means 
of relieving it But at the Friendly and other islands 
which we visited, the thefts so frequently committed 
by the natives, of what we had brought along with us, 
maybe fairly traced to less culpable motives. They 
seemed to arise solely from an intense curiositv or 
desire to possess something which they had not been 
accustomed to before, and belonging to a sort of 
people so different from themselves. And perhaps, if 
It were possible, that a set of beings, seemingly as 
•uperiour in our judgment as we are in theirs snould 
appear amongst us, it might be doubted, whether our 
aitnral rMtard to juatice would be able to restrain 
i* 
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many from falling into the aarae error. That I hav* 
aaaigned the true motive for their propensity to thu 
practice, appears from their stealing every thing indis- 
criminately at first sight, before they coula have the 
least conception of converting their prize to any one 
useful purpose. But I believe with us, no person 
would forfeit his reputation, or expose himself to pu- 
nishment, without knowing, beforehand, how to em 
ploy the stolen goods. Upon the whole, the pilfering 
disposition of these islanders, though certainly disa- 
greeable and troublesome to strangers, was the means 
of affording us some information as to the quickness of 
their intellects." 

With respect to the religion of these Indians, Mr. 
Anderson maintains, that they have very proper senti 
n)?nts concerning the immateriality and immortalhy 
of the soul ; 'and thinks himself sufficiently authorised 
to assert, that they do not worship any thing which i« 
thQ work of their own hands, or any vi iible part of the 
creation. The language of the Friendly Islands has 
the greatest imaginable conformity with that of New 
Zeabiid, of Wateeoo, and Mangeea. Several hun- 
dreds of the words of it were collected by Mr. Ander* 
son ; and amongst these are terms that express numbers 
reaching to a hundred thousand. Beyond this limit 
they never went, and probably were not able to go far- 
ther ; for it was observed, that when they had gotten 
thus far, they commonly used a word which expresses 
an indefinite number. 

On the I7th of July, our commander took his final 
leave of the Friendly Islands, and resumed his voyage. 
An eclipse was observed in the night between the 20th 
and the 21st ; and on the 8th of August land was dia- 
covered. Some of the mhabitants who came off ^u 
canoes seemed earnestly to invite our people to go on 
shore ; but Captain Cook did not think proper to run 
the risk of losing the advantage of a fair wind, for the 
sake of examining an island, which appeared to be of 
little consequence. Its name, as was learned from the 
natives, who spoke the Otaheite language, is Too- 
bouai. 

Pnnniiig hit coniMb the captain raacfaed Otaheile 
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OB the IStb, and steered for Oheitepha Bay, with an 
intention to anchor there, in order to draw what re- 
freshmentB he could from the south-east part of the 
ialand, before he went down to Matavai. Oniai*s first 
reception among his countrymen was not entirely of 
a flattering nature. Though several persons came on 
boar(l who knew him, and one of them was his brother- 
in-law, there was nothing remarkably tender or striking 
in their meeting. Aninterview which Omai had, on the 
13th, with his sister, was agreeable to the feelings of 
nature ; for their meeting was marked with expressiong 
of tender affection, more easy to be conceived than de- 
Boribed. In a visit, likewise, which he received from 
an aunt, the old lady thiew herself at his feet, and plen* 
tifnlly bedewed them with tears of joy. 

Captain Cook was informed by the natives, that, 
flince he was last at the Island, in 1774, twa ships had 
been twice in the Oheitepha Bay, and had left animals 
in the country. These, on further inquiry, were found 
to be hogs, dogs, goats, one bull, and a ram. That the 
vessels which had visited Otaheite were Spanish, was 
plain from an inscription that was cut upon a wooden 
cross, standing at some distance from the front of a 
house which had been occupied by the strangers. On 
the transverse part of the cross was inscribed, 

Ckristua vincU, 
And on the perpendicular part, 

Carclus III Imperat 1774. 

Our commander took this occasion to preserve the me- 
mory qf the prior visits of the English, by inscribing, on 
the other side of the post, 

OeorgiuB terttus Rex^ 

Annis 1767, 

1769, 1773, 1774, <$• 1777. 

Whatever might be the intentions of the Spaniards in 
their visit to the island, it ought to be remembered to 
their honour, that they behaved so well to the inhabit* 
ants, as always to be spokeii of in the strongest eiprea- 
uvm of esteem and veneration. 
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Captain Cook had at this time an important afiiiir to 
■ettle. Aa he knew that he could now be furnished 
with a plentiful supply of cocoa-nuts, the liquor of 
which is an excellent and wholesome beverage, hewns 
desirous of prevailing upon his people to consent to 
their being abridged, during dieir stay at Ouheite and 
the neighttouring islands, of their stated allowance of 
spirits to mix with water. But as this stoppage of a 
favourite article, without assigning some reason for it, 
might occasion a eeneral murmur, he thought it most 

fnident to assemble the ship's company, and to make 
nown to them the design of the voyage, and the 
extent of the future operations. To animate them 
'^ "»»dertaking with cheerfulness and perseverance 
what lay before them, he took notice of the rewards 
offered by parliament, to such of his majesty's sub- 
jects as should first discover a communication be-* 
tween the Atlantic and Pacific Oceans, 4n any di- 
rection whatever, in the northern hemisphere: and 
ISO to such as should first penetrate beyond the 
«gity.ninth degree of northern latitude. The cap- 
finS ?K "?„^<'"'>^ he told them, that he should 
temntin^ . '''i."'"^ ^"^ cooperate with him in at- 
endSeH*^;«^„^" ¥ «»i«ht "te possible, to become 

the Ttores .L iJ^°*' .«<^onomy fn the expenditure of 
tb^ w^^Up^roffi"""? particularly t^Te latter, a. 
aile, leaving t^e S ands^l?"* ^ ""Pu^^^ anv where, 
ment, by remindinir them tK ?^ strengthened liis argu- 
oj)portunity»8 havins- K« i * '^ consequence of the 
this summer, the vo^^ ^^ °^ getting to the north 
longer than had oric^^f fi ^^^^ ^"^^ at least a year 
treated them to conSd°Ij ^^'^ supposed. He en- 
difficulties they miirht -Hii ^a"««8 obstructions and 
vated hardships thfy wo",J^««t 'vith, and the aggra- 
found necessary to puT thf ^"^^"'e. if it should be 
any species of provisiWa. in S" *?,»hort allowance, of 
y substantial re J^"^ '^^^ cold climate. ForThese 



ve^r substantial re^ionr h/ ""^^"^ .^"°^»*«- For these 

rather than to incur ^e iL^.^ prudent in time, and, 

*««a«l of having no spirits 
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left, when inch a cordial woald rooet be wanted, to con- 
sent to give up their grog now, when so excellent a 
liquor as that of cocoa-nuts, could be substituted in ita 
placeu In conclusion, our commander left the detei^ 
mination of the matter entirely to their own choice. 

This speech which certainlv partook much of the na- 
ture of true eloquence, if a discourse admirably calcu- 
lated for persuasion be entitled to that character, pro- 
duced its full effect on the generous minds of Eu^ish 
seamen. Captain Cook had the satisfaction of finding 
that his proposal did not remain a single moment under 
consideration ; being unanimously and immediately ap- 
proved of, without the least objection. By our com- 
mander's order. Captain Clerke made the same proposal 
to his people, to which they likewise agreed. Accord- 
ingly, grog was no longer served, excepting on Saturday 
nights ; when the companies of both snips had a full al- 
lowance of it,. that they might drink the healths of their 
friends in England. 

On the 24th, Captain Cook quitted the south-east 
part of Otaheite, and resumed his old station in Ma- 
tavai Bay. Immediately upon his arrival, he was 
visited by Otoo, the king of the whole island, and their 
former friendship was renewed: a friendship which 
was continued without interruption, and cemented by 
a perpetual succession of civilities, good offices, and 
entertainments. One of our commander's first objects 
was to dispose of all the European animals which 
were in the ships. Accordingly, he conveyed to Oparre, 
Otoo's place of residence, a peacock and hen : a tur- 
key cock and hen, one gander and three geese, a drake 
ard four ducks. The geese and ducks began to breed 
before our navig^ors left their present station. There 
were already at Otoo's, several goats, and the Spanish 
bull ; which was one of the finest aninlals of the kind 
that was ever seen. To the bull Captain Cook sent 
the three cows he had on board, together with a buM 
of his own ; to all which were added the horse and 
mare, and the sheep that had still remained in the 
Tesaels. 

The captain found himself lightened of a very heavy 
burthen, in having disposed of these passengers. It 
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ii not euy to coneetve the trouble and Texfttion, whidb 
bad attended the conveyance of this living caigo, throagfa 
anch various hazards, and to so immense a distance. 
But the satisfaction which our commander felt, in having 
been so fortunate as to fulfil his mayesty^s humane de- 
signs, in sending such valuable animals, to supply the 
« wants of two worthy nations, afforded him an ample 
recompense for the many anxious hours he had passed, 
before this' subordinate object of his voyage could be 
carried into execution. 

At this time, a war was on the point of breaking oat 
between the inhabitants of Eimeo and those of OtaTOite ; 
and by the latter Captain Cook was requested to take a 
part in their favour. With this request, however, though 
enforced by frequent and urgent solicitations, the cap- 
tain, according to his usual wisdom, refused to comply 
He alleged, that, as he was not thoroughly acquainted 
with the dispute, and the people of Eimeo had never 
offended him, he could not think himself at liberty to 
engage in hostilities against them. With these reasons 
Otoo and most of the chiefs appeared to be satisfied ; 
but one of them, Towha was so highly displeased, 
that our commander never afterward recovered hii 
friendship. 

Upon the present occasion. Captain Cook bad full 
and undeniable proo^ that the offering of human sa- 
crifices forms a part of the religious institutions of 
Otaheite. Indeed, be was a witness to a solemnity of 
this kind ; the process of which he has particularly 
described, and has related it with the just sentiments 
of indignation and abhorrence. The unhappy victim, 
who was now offered to the object of worship, seemed 
to be a middleraeed man, and was said to be one of the 
lowest class of the people. But the captain could not 
learn, after all his inquiries, whether Uie wretch had 
been fixed upon on account of his having committed 
any crime, which was supposed to be deserving of 
death. It is certain, that a choice is generally UMuie, 
either of such guilty persons for the sacrifices, or of 
common low fellows, who stroll about from place to 
place, without any visible methods of obtaining an 
nonest subsistence. Those who are devoted to aufler, 
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tie never apprised of their fate, till the blow ia given, 
that puts an end to their beine. Whenever, upon any 
paiticular emergency, one of the great chiefs considen 
a hnman sacrifice to be necessary, he pitches upon the 
victim, and then orders him to be suddenly fallen upon 
and killed, eiiher with clubs or stones. Althougn it 
•henld be supposed, that no more than one person ia 
ever devoteo to destruction on any single occasion, at 
Otaheite, it will still be found that these occurrences are 
BO frequent, as to cause a shocking waste of the human 
race ; for our commander counted no less than fortj^- 
nine skulls of former victims, lying before the Morai, 
where he had seen another added to the number. It 
was apparent, from the freshness of these skulls, that no 
great length of time had elapsed, since the wretches to 
whom they belonged had been offered upon the altar 
of blood. 

There is reason to fear, that this custom is as exten- 
sive aa it is horrid. It is highly probable, that it pre- 
vails throughout the widely-diffused islands of the 
Pacific Ocean ; and Captain Cook had particular evi- 
dence of its subsisting at the Friendly Islands. To 
what an extent the practice of human sacrifices was 
carried in the ancient world, is not unknown to the 
learned. Scarcely any nation was free from it in t 
f^rtain state of society ; and, as religious reformation 
is (Hie of the last efforts of the human mind, the prac- 
tice may be continued, even when the manners are 
oUierwise far removed from savage life. It may have 
been a long time before civilization has made such a 
progress as to deprive superstition of its cruelty and 
to Svert it from barbarous rites to ceremonies, which, 
thongl^ foolish enough, are comparatively mild, gentle, 
and innocent. 

On the 5th of September, an accident happened 
which, thofigh slight in itself, was of some conse- 
ooence from the situation of things. A young ram of 
Jie Cape breed, which had been lambed and brought 
up with great care on board the ship, was killed by a 
dog. ^JDesirous as Captain Cook was of propagating 
•o useful a race, among the Society Islands, the loss of 
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a nm wu a serioua misfoituoe. It waa the only one 
he had of that breed ; and of the English In-eed a single 
ram was all that remained. 

Captain Cook and Captain Clerke, on the 14th, 
moanted on horseback, and took a ride round the 
plain of Matavai to the great surprise of a large num- 
ber of the natives, who attended upon the occasion, 
and gazed upon the gentlemen with as much astonish- 
ment as if they had been Centaurs. What the two 
captains bad begun was afterwards repeated every day, 
by one and another of oar people; notwithstanding 
which, the curiosity of the Otaheitans still continued 
unabated. They were exceedingly delighted with these 
animals, after they had seen the use which was made 
of them. Not all the novelties put together, which 
Ekiropean visitors had carried amongst the inhabiwnts, 
inspired them with so high an idea of the greatness of 
distant nations. 

Though Captain Cook would not take a part in the 
quarrels between the islands, he was ready to protect 
nis particular friends, when in danger of being injured. 
Towha, who commanded the expedition against £i- 
meo, had been obliged to submit to a disgraceful ac- 
conmiodation. Being full of resentment, on account of 
his not having been properly supported, he was said to 
have threatened, that as soon as the captaiir should leave 
the» island, he would join his forces to those of ^iaraboo, 
and attack Otoo, at Matavai or Oparre. This induced 
our commander to declare, in the most public manner, 
that he was determined to espouse the interest of his 
friend, against any such combination ; and that, whoever 
presumed to assault him, should feel the weight of his 
neavy displeasure, when he returned again to Otaheite. 
Captain Cook's declaration had probably the desired 
effect; for, if Towha had formed hostile intentions, no 
more was beard of the matter. 

The manner in which our commander was freed from 
a rheumatic complaint, that consisted of a pain extend- 
ing from the hip to the foot, deserves to be recorded 
Otoo*s mother, his three sisters, and eight other wo- 
men went on board, for the express purpose of under- 
taking the cure of his disorder He accepted of their 
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fnendly offer, had a bed spread for them on the cabin- 
floor, and submitted himself to their directions. Be- 
ing desired to lay himself down amongst them, then, as 
many of them as could get round him besan to squeeze 
him with both hands, from head to foot, but more par> 
ticttlarly in the part where the pain was lodged, till 
they made his bones crack, and his flesh become a per- 
fect mummy. After undergoing this disciphne about a 
quarter of an hour, he was glad to be released from the 
women. The operation, however, gave him imme- 
diate relief; so that he was encouraged to sulmiit to 
another rubbing down before he went to bed ; the con- 
sequence of \vhich was, that he was tolerably easy ail 
the succeeding night His female physicians repeated 
their prescription the next morning, and again in the 
evening ; after which his pains were en irely removed, 
and the cure was perfected. This operation, which ia 
called TomMy is universally practised among these isl- 
anders ; beinE sometimes performed by the men, bat 
more generally by the women. 

Capuin Cook, who now had come to the resolutioii 
of departing soon from Otaheite, accompanied, r i the 
S7th, Otoo to Oparee, and examined tne cattle and 
poultrr, which he had consigned to his friend's care at 
that place. Every thing was in a promising way, and 
properly attended. The captain procured from Otoo 
four goats ; two of which he designed to leave at Ulie- 
tea, where none had as yet been introduced ; and the 
o^er two he proposed to reserve for the use of any 
islands he miffht cnance to meet with in his passage to 
the north. On the next day, Otoo came on ooan^ and 
informed our commander that he had gotten a canoe, 
which he desired him to carry home, as a present to 
the Earree rahie no Pretane. This, he said, was the 
only thing he could send which was worthy of his 
majestVs acceptance. Captain Cook was not a little 
pleased with Otoo, for this mark of his gratitude ; and 
the more, as the thought 'was entirely his own. Not 
one of our people had given him the least hint con- 
cerning it ; and it showed, that he was fully sensible 
to whom he stood indebted for the most valuable prc- 
Mnts that he had received. Aa the canoe waa too 
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large to be taken on board, the captain could only thank 
him for his good intentions ; bat it^ould have given 
him a much greater satisfacuon, if hie present couU 
have been accepted. * ^ v • ' u 

Durine this visit of our voyagers to Otaheite, such 
a cordial friendship and confidence subsisted between 
them and the natives, as never once to be interrupt^ 
by any untoward accident. Our commander has made 
the chiefs fully sensible, that it was their interest t«i 
treat with him dn fair and equitable terms, and tf> 
keep their people from plundering or stealing. So 
. great was Otoo*s attachment to the English, that he 
seemed pleased with the idea of their having a perma- 
\ nent settlement at Matavai , not considering, that from 
that time he would be deprived of his kingdom, and 
the inhabitants of their liberties. Captain Cook had 
too much gratitude and regard for these islandens, to 
wish that such an event should ever take place. 
Though our occasional visits may, in some respects, 
have been of advantage to the natives, he was afraid 
that a durable establishment among them, conducted 
as m »st European establishments amongst Indian na- 
tions have unfortunately been, would ^ve them just 
cause to lament that they had been discovered by our 
navigatore. It is not, indeed, likely, that a measure of 
this kind should at any time seriously be adopted, be- 
caifse it cannot serve either the purposes of puUic am- 
bition, or private avarice; and, without such induce- 
ments, the captain has ventured to pronounce that k 
will never be undertaken. 

From Otaheite our voyages sailed, on the 90th, to 
Eimeo, where they came to an anchor on the same day- 
At this island, the transactions which happened were, 
for the most part, very unpleasant. A goat, which was 
stolen, was recovered without any extraordinary difli- 
eulty, and one of the thieves was, at the same time. 
surrendered ; being the first instance of the kind tb2 
our commander had met with in his connexions with 
the Society Islands. The stealing of another goat was 
attepded with an uncommon degree of Derole^rii-v »nA 
trouble^ As the recovery of if wara'^Ttter Sf^ 
«nall unportance, Captain Cook was dS^rminS to 
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effect tills at any rate; and accordingly he made an ex- 
pedition across the island, in the coarse of which he set 
fire to six or eight houses, and burned a number of war 
canoes.' At last, in consequence of a peremptory mes- 
sage to Maheine, the chief of Eimeo, that not a smgle 
canoe should be left in the country, or an end be put to 
the contest, unless the animal in his possession should 
be restored, the goat was brought back. This quarrel 
was as much regretted on the part of the captain, as it 
could be on that of the natives. It 'grieved him to re- 
flect, that, afler refusing the pressing solicitations of his 
friends at Otaheite to favour their invasion of this 
idand, he should find himself so speedily reduced to 
the necessity of engaging in hostilities against its inha- 
batants ; and in such hostilities as, perhaps, had been 
more injurious to them than Towha's expedition. 

On the 11th of October, the ships departed from 
Eimeo, and the next day arrived at Owharre harbour, 
on the west side of Huaheine. The grand business of 
our commander at this island was the settlement of 
Omai. In order to obtain the consent of the chiefii of 
the island, the affair Was conducted with great solem- 
nity. Omai dressed himself very properly on the oc- 
casion; brought with him a suitable assortment of pre- 
sents ; went through a variety of religious ceremonies ; 
and made a speech, the topics of which had been dic- 
tated to him by our commander. The result of the 
negotiation was, that a spot of ground was assigned 
him, the extent cf which, along the shore of the har- 
bour, was about two hundred yards ; and its depth to 
the foot of the hill, somewhat more. A proportionable 
part of the hill was included in the grant. This busi- 
ness having been adjusted in a satisfactory manner, the 
carpenters of both ships were employed in building a 
small house for Omai, in which he might secure his 
Earopean commodities. At the same time, some of the 
Enghsh made a garden for his use, in which they plant- 
ed shaddocks, vines, pine-apples, melons, and the seeds 
of several other vegetable articles. Ail of these Cap- 
tain Cook had the satisfaction of seeing in a flourishing 
state before he left the island. 

M Huaheine, Omai found a brother, a sister and t 
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brotber-in-Iaw, by whom he was received with greit 
r^vd and tenderness. Bat though these people were 
faithful and affectionate in their attachment to him, 
the captain discovered, with concern, that they were 
of too little consequence in the island to be capable of 
rendering him any positive service. They had not 
either authority or influence to protect his person or 
property ; and in such a situation, there was reason to 
apprehend that be might be in daneer of being strip- 
ped of all his possessions as soon as he should cease to 
be supported by the power of the English. To pre- 
vent tnis evil, it possible, our commander advised him' 
to conciliate the favour and engage the patrons^ and 
protection of two or three of the principal chiefs, bv 
a proper distribution of some of his moveables ; with 
wnicn advice he prudently complied. Captain Cook^ 
however, did not entirely trust to the operations of 
gratitude, but had recourse to the more forcible motive 
of intimidation. With this view, he took every oppor- 
tunity of signifying' to the inhabitants, that it was his 
intention to return to the island again, after being ab> 
tent tibe usual time ; and that, if he did not find Omai 
in the same state of security in which he left him, all 
those whom he should then discover to have been his 
enemies, should feel the weight of his resentment. As 
die mftives had now formed an opinion that their 
country would be visited by the ships of England at 
stated periods, there was ground to hope, that this 
threatening declaration would produce no inconsider- 
able effect. 

When Omai*s house was nearly finished, and many 
of his moveables were carried ashore, a box of toys 
excited the admiration of the multitude in a much 
higher degree than articles of a more useful nature- 
VSTith regard to his pots, kettles, dishes, plates, drink- 
ing-mugs, glasses, and the whole train of domestio 
accommodation, which in our estimation are so i 



saiy and important, scarcely any one of his country- 
men would condescend to looK upon them. Omai 
himself, being sensible that these pieces of English 
umituro would be of no great consequence in his 
present situation, wisely sold a number of them, among 
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the people of the ships, for hatchets, and other noB 
tools which had a more intrinsic value in this part of the 
world, and woald give him a more distinguished supe* 
riority over those with whom he was to pass the re- 
mainder of his days. 

Omai's family, when he settled at Huaheine, consisted 
of eisht or ten persons, if that can be called a family to 
whicn a single female did not as yet be'ong, nor was 
likeljr to belong, unless its masters should become lest 
volatile. There was nothing in his present temper 
which seemed likely to dispose him to look out for a 
wife ; and perhaps it is to be apprehended, that his resi- 
dence in England had not contributed to improve' his 
taste for the sober felicity of a domestic union with some 
woman of his country. 

The European weapons of Omai» consisted of a mus- 
ket, bayonet, and cartouch-box ; a fowling-piece, two 
pair of pistols, and two or three swords or cutlasses. 
With the possession of these warlike implements, he 
was highly delighted ; and it was only to gratify his 
eager desire for tbem that Captain Cook was induced 
to make him such presents. The captain would other- 
wise have thought it happier for him to be without fire- 
arms, or any European weapons, lest an imprudent use 
of them (and pruaence was not his most distinguished 
talent) should rather increase his dangers than establish 
his superiority. Though it was no small satisfaction to 
our commander to reflect, that he had brought Omai 
safe back to the very spot from which he had been taken, 
this satisfaction was, nevertheless, somewhat diminished 
by the consideration, that his situation might now be 
less desirable than it was before his connexion with the 
English. It was to be feared, that the advantages which 
he had derived from his visit to England would place 
him in a more hazardous state, with respect to his per 
sonal safety. 

Whatever faults belonged to Omai*s character, thej 
were overbalanced by hu sood nature and his grati- 
tude. He had a tolerable snare of understanding, hot 
it was not accompanied with application and perse- 
verance ; so that nis knowled^ of things was very 
genenlj and in most instances imperfect : nor wa« be 
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a man of mach obaenratioii. He would not, tberefbrej 
be able to introduce many of the arts and customs of 
England among his countrymen, or greatly to improve 
those to which (hey have long been habituated. Cap- 
tain Cook, however, was confident, that he would en> 
deavour to bring to perfection the fruity and vegetables 
which had been planted in his garden. This of itself 
would be no snysul acquisition to the natives. But the 
greatest benefit which these islands are likely to re- 
ceive from Omai's travels, will be in the animals that 
are left upon them; and which, had it not been forhia 
coming to England, they might probably never have 
obtained. When these multiply, of which Captain 
Cook thought there was little reason to doubt, Ota- 
heite, and the Society Islands, will equal, if not ex- 
ceed, any country in the known world, for plenty of 
provisions. 

Before our commander sailed from Huaheine,he had 
the following inscription cut on the outside of Omai*s 
bouse: 

Georgius Tertius ReXj 2 Novembris^ 1777. 
7C«.-. $ Resclutiont Jac, Cook, Pr. 
leaves lj)igcovery,Car.Clerhi,Pr. 

On the same day, Omai took his final leave of our navi 
gators, in doing which, he bade farewell to all the offi 
cers in a very affectionate manner. He sustained him 
self with a manly resolution, till he came to Captain 
Cook, when his utmost efforts to conceal his tears fiuled ; 
and he continued to weep all the time that the boat waa 
conveying him to shore. P^ot again to resume the sub* 
ject, I shall here mention, that when the captain was at . 
Ulietea, a fortnight after this event, Omai sent two men 
with the satisfactory intelligence, that he remained un- 
disturbed by the people of Hqaheine, and that every 
thing succeeded well with him, excepting in the loss of 
his goat, which had died in kidding, liiis intelligence 
was accompanied with a request, that another goat 
might be given him, together with two axes. Our com- 
mander, esteeming himself happy in having an addi- 
tional opportunity of serving him, dcspatdied the aiei- 
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06Dge» back with the axes, and a couple <^r kids, male 
and female, which were spared for him out of tho Dis- 
covery. 

The fate of the two youths, who had been brought 
fron New Zealand, must not be forgotten. As they 
were extremely desirous of continuing with our people, 
Captain Cook would have carried them to England 
witn him, if there had appeared the most distant pro- 
bability of their ever being restored to their own coun- 
try. Tiarooa, the eldest of them, y/as a very well-dis- 
posed young man, with strong natural sense, and a ca- 
pacity of receiving any instruction. He seemed to be 
nilly convinced of the inferiority of New Zealand to 
these islands, and resigned himself^ though not without 
some degree of reluctance, to end his days, in ease and 
plenty in Huaheine. The other had formed so strong 
an attachment to our navigators, that it was necessary 
to take him out of the ship, and carry him ashore by 
force. This necessity was the more painful, as he was 
a witty, smart boy ; and, on that account, a great fa- 
vourite on board. Both these youths became a part of 
Omai's family. 

Whilst our voyagers were at Huaheine, tl. « atrocious 
conduct of one particular thief occasioned so much 
trouble, that the captain punished him more severely 
than he had ever done any cu]];.rit before. Besides 
having his head and beard shaved, he ordered both his 
ears to be cut off, and then dismissed him. It can 
scarcely be reflected upon without regret, that our com- 
mander should have been compelled to such an act of 
severity. 

On the 3d of November, the ships came to an anchor 
in the harbour of Ohamaneno, in the island of Llietea. 
The observatories being set up on the 6th« and the 
necessary instruments having been carried on shore, 
the two following days were employed in making as- 
tronomical observations. In the night between the 
12th and 13th, John Harrison, a marine, who was sen- 
tinel at the observatory, deserted, taking with him his 
arms and accoutrements. Captain Cook exerted him- 
self on this occasion, with his usual vigour. He went 
Jumself in pursuit of the deserter, wno, after soms 
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encioii on t&e part of the inhabitaotB, was sorreil 
dered. He was found sitting between two women, 
with the musket lying before him; and all the defence 
he 'was able to make was, that he bad been enticed 
away by the natives. As this account was probably 
the truth, and as it appeared besides, that he had re- 
mained upon his post till within ten minutes of the 
time when he was to have been relieved, the punish- 
ment which the captain inflicted upon him was notireiy 
severe. 

Some days after, a still more troublesome af!atr hap- 
pened, of tlie same nature. On the morning of the S4tn, 
the captain was informed that a midshipman and a sea- 
man, both belonging to the Discovery, were missing; 
and it soon appeared, that they had gone away in a ca- 
noe in the preceding evening, and had now reached the 
other end of the island. As the midshipman was known 
to have expressed a desire of remaining at these islands, 
it was evident, that he and his companion had gone off 
with that intention. Though Captain Gierke imme- 
diately set out m quest of them with two armed boats, 
and a party of marines, his expedition proved fruitless, 
the natives having amused him the whole day with lalse 
intelligence. The next morning an account was bronght 
that the deserters were at Otaha. As they were not 
the only persons in 'Jie ships who wished to spend their 
days at tnese favourite islands, it became necessary, for 
the purpose of preventing anv farther desertion, to r^ 
cover tnem at all events. Captain Cook, therefore, in 
order to convince the inhabiamts that he was in earnest, 
resolved to go after the fugitives himself; to which mes- 
■ore he was determined, from having observed, in le- 
peatea instances, that the natives bad seldom offered to 
deceive him with false information. 

Agreeably to this resolution, the captain set ont the 
next morning, with two aimed boats, being accom- 
panied by Oreo, the chief of Ulietea, and proceeded 
immediately to Ouha. But when he had gotten to the 
place where the deserters were expected to be found, 
ne was acquainted, that they were gone over to Bola- 
bola. Thither our commander did not think proper to 
foUnw them, having determined to noraue anotner met 
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■are, which hejudged woald more efTectoally answer 
his parpose. This measure was to put the chiefs son, 
daughter, and Bon*in-law, into confinement, and to 
detain them till the fugitives should he restored. As 
to Oreo, he was informed, that he was at liberty to 
leave the ship whenever he pleased, and to take such 
methods as he esteemed best calculated to set our two 
men back ; that, if he succeeded, his fHends should be 
released ; if not, that Captain Cook was resolved to 
carry them away with him. The captain added, that 
the chiePs own conduct, as well as that of many of his 
])eople, in assisting the runaways to escape, and in en- 
ticing others to follow them, would justify any step 
that could be taken to put a stop to such proceeidings. 
In consequence of this explanation of our commander's 
views and intentions, Oreo zealously exerted himself 
to recover the deserters; for which purpose he de- 
spatched a canoe to Bo^abola, with a message to Opoo- 
ny, the sovereign of that island, acquainting him with ^ 
what had happened, and requesting him to seize the ' 
two fugitives, and send them back. The messenger, 
who was no less a person than the father of Pootoe, 
Oreo's son-in-law, came, before he set out, to Captain 
' Cook, to receive his commands, which were, not to re- 
turn without the runaways, and to inform Opoony, that, 
if tbe^ had left Bolabola, he must 'despatcn canoes in 
pursuit of them, till they should finally be restored. 
These vigorous measures were, at length, successful. 
On the 28th, the deserters were brought back ; and, as 
soon as they were on board, the three prisoners were 
released. Our commander would not have acted so 
resolutely on the present occasion, had he not been pe 
culiarly solicitous to save the son of a brother officer 
fVom beine lost to his country. 

While Uiis aflTair was. in suspense some of the na- 
tives, from their anxiety on account of the confinement 
of the chiefs relations, had formed a design of a very 
serious nature*; which was no less than to seize npon 
the persons of Captain Clerke and Captain Cook. With 
regard to Captain Clerke, they made no secret of speak- 
ing of their scheme, the day after it was discovered. 
Bat their first and grand plan of operations wa« to lay 
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hold of Capuin Cook. It was his ciutom to bathe, 
ereiy evening in fresh water; in doing which he fre- 
qoently went alone, and always without arms. As the 
inhabitants expected him to go, as usual, on the even- 
ing of the 26th, they had determined at that time to 
make him a prisoner. But be had thought it prudent, 
tfter confining Oreo*s family, to avoid putting himself 
in their power ; and had cautioned Captain Gierke, and 
ihe officers, not to venture themselves far from the 
ships. In the cojne of the afternoon, the chief asked 
Captain Cook, three several times, if he would not go 
to the bathing-place ; and when he found at last, that 
the captain could not be prevailed upon, be went off^ 
with all his people. He was apprenensive, without 
doubt, that the design was discovered ; though no sus- 
picion of it was (hen entertained by our commander, 
who imagined, that the natives were seized with some 
sudden fright, from which, as usual, they would quick- 
ly recover. On one occasion. Captain Clerke and Mr 
Uore were in particular danger. A party of the in- 
habitant!, armed with clubs advanced against them; 
and their safety was principally owing to Captain 
Cierke^s walking with a pistol in his hand, which he 
once fired. The discovery of the conspiracy, especial- 
ly so far as respected Captain Clerke and Mr. Gore, was 
made by a girl, wh(^ one of the ofiicerB had brought 
from Huaheine. On this account, those who were charg- 
ed with the execution of the design were so greatly of- 
fended with her, that they threatened to take away her' 
life, as soon as our navigators should leave the island : 
but proper methods were pursued for her security. It 
was a happy circumstance that the affair was brought to 
light ; since such a scheme could not have been carried 
into effect, without being, in its consequences, produc- 
tive of much distress and calamity to the natives. 

Whilst Captain Cook was at Ulietea, he was visited 
bv his old friend Oree, who, in the former voyages was 
chief^ or rather regent, of Huaheine. Notwithstand- 
ii^ his now being, m some degree, reduced to the rank 
Ota private person, he still preserved his consequence ; 
never appeared without a numerous body of attendant! ; 
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aQd was always provided with such presents, as indicat* 
ed his weakh, and were highly acceptable. 

The last of the Society Islands to which oar com- 
mander sailed was Bolabola, where he arrived on the 
8th of December. His chief view in passing over to 
this island was to procure from its monarch, Opoony, 
an anchor which Monsieur de Bougainville had lost 
at Otaheite, and which had been conveyed to Bolabola. 
It was not from a want of anchors, that Captain Cook 
was desirous of making the purchase, but to convert the 
iron of which it consisted into a fresh assortment of 
trading articles, these being now very much exhausted. 
The captain succeeded in his negotiation, and amply 
rewarded Opoony for giving up the anchor. 

Whilst our commander was at Bolabola, he received 
an account of those military expeditMna of the people 
of this country, which he had heard much of in each of , 
his diree voyages, and which had ended in the com- 
plete conquest of Ulietea and Otaha. The Bolabola 
men in consequence of these enterprises, were in the 
highest reputation for their valour ; and, indeed, were 
^ deemed so invincible, as to be the objects of terror to 
' all the neighbouring islands. It was an addition to 
their fame, that their country was of such sm^ll extent, 
being not more than eight leagues in compass, and not 
half so large as Ulietea. « 

Captain Cook continued to the last his zeal for fur- 
nishing the natives of the South Sea with useful animals. 
At Bolabola, where there was already a ram, which 
had originally been left by the Spaniards at Otaheite, 
he carried ashore an ewe, that had been brought 
from the Cape of Good Hope, and he rejoiced in the 
prospect of laying a foundation by this present, for a 
ureed of sheep in the island. He left also at Ulietea, 
under the care of Oreo, an English boar and sow, and 
two goats. It may, therefore, be regarded as certain,' 
that not onlv Otaheite, but all the neighbouring islands, 
will, in a few years, have their race of hogs con- 
riderably improved ; and it is probable that they will 
be stocked with all the valuable animals, which have 
been transported thither by their European visiteta. 
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When tiiii Bhall be accomplished, no part of the world 
will equal these islands, in the variety and abundance of 
the refreshments which they will be able to aiford to na- 
yigators ; nor did the captain know any place that ex* 
celled them, even in their present state. 

It is an observation or great importance, that the 
future felicity of the inhabitants of Otaheite, and the 
Society Island*, will not a little depend on their qoq« 
tinning to be visited from Europe. Our commander 
could not avoid expressing it as his real opinion, that 
it would have been far better for these poor people 
never to have known our superiority in the accommo- 
dations and arts which render life comfortable, than 
after once knowing it, to be again left and abandoned to 
their original incapacity of improvement. If the inter- 
course between them and us should wholly be disconti- 
Dued, they cannot be restored to that happy mediocri* 
ty, in which they lived before they were first discovered. 
It seemed to Captain Cook, that it was become, in a 
manner, incumbent upon the Europeans to visit these 
islands once in three or four years, in order to supply 
the natives with those conveniences which we have 
introduced amon^ them, and for which we have given 
them a predilecUon. Perhaps they may heavily feel 
the want of such occasional supplies, when it may 
be too late to go back to their old and less perfect con- 
trivatices; contrivances which they now despise, and 
which they have discontinued since the introduction 
of ours. It is, indeed, to be apprehended, that by 
the time that the iron tools of which they had become 
possessed, are worn out, they will have almost lost 
the knowledge of their own. In this last voyage of 
our commander, a stone hatchet was as rare a thiuji 
among the inhabitants as an iron one was eight years 
before : and a chissel of bone or stone was not to tie 
seen. Spike-nails had succeeded in their place ; and 
of spike-nails the natives were weak enough to imagine 
they had gotten an inexhaustible store. Of all our 
commodities, axes and hatchets remained the most un* 
rivalled; and they must ever be held in the highest 
estimation through the whole of the islands. Iroa tools 
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•re flo strikingly usefal, and are now become bo necei- 
■arj to the comfortable existence of the inhabitantSi 
that, should they cease to receive supplies of them, 
their situation, in consequence of their neither possess* 
in|[ the materials, nor being trained up to the art of fa« 
bncating them, would be rendered completely miser- 

' able. It is impossible to reflect upon this representa- 
tion of thinjra without strong feelines of sympathy and 
concern. Sincerely is it to be wished, that such may 
be the order of events, and such the intercourse carriea 
on with the southern islanders, that, instead of finally 

. suffering by the acquaintance with us, they may rise to 
a higher state of civilization, and permanently enioy 
blessings far superior to what they had heretorore 
ktaown. 

Amidst the various subordinate employments which 
engaged the attention of Captain Cook and his asso- 
ciates, the great objects of their duty were never for^ 
gotten. No opportunitjr was lost of making astronomi- 
cal and nautical observations ; the consequence of which 
was, that the latitude and longitude of the places where 
the ships anchored, the variations of the compass, the 
dips of the needle, and the state of the tides, were as- 
certained with an accuracy that forms a valuable addi- 
tion to philosophical science, and will be of eminent 
service to future navigators. 

Our commander was now going to take his final de- 
parture from Otaheite and the Society Islands. Fre- 
quently as they had been visited, it might have been 
imagined, that their religious, political, and domestic 
regulations, manners* and customs, must, by this time, 
be thoroughly understood. A great accession of know* 
ledse was undoubtedly gained in the present voyage ; 
and yet it was confessed, both by Captain Cook and 
Mr. Anderson, that their adlounts of things were still 
imperfect in various respects ; and that they continued 
strangers to many of the most iinportant institutions 
which prevail among the natives. There was one part 
of the character of several of these people, on- which 
the well-regulated mind of the captain would not per- 
nit faim to enlai^ie. ** Too much,** says he, ** seemi to 
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havo been already known, and published in our formfiE 
relations, about some of the modes of life, that made 
Otaheite so agreeable an abode to many on boaid our 
ships ; and if I could now add any finishing strokes to a 
picture, the outlines of which have been already drawn 
with sufficient accuracy, I should still have hesitated tc 
make this journal the place for exhibiting a view of li> 
centious manners, which could only serve to disgust 
tbose for whose information I write. 

From Mr. Anderson's account of the Otaheitans, it 
appears, that their religious system is extensive, and, 
in various instances, singular. They do not seem to 
pay respect to one God as possessing pre-eminence, 
but believe in a plurality of divinities, all of whom are 
supposed to be very powerful. In different parts of the 
island, and in the neighbouring islands, the inhabitants 
cl|p<»e 'hose deities for the objects of their worship, 
who, they think, are most likely to protect thera«. and 
to supply all their wants. If, however, they are die- 
appointed in their expectations, they deem it no im' 
> ?z3i *^!?*°&e their divinity, by having recoufM to 
?n-^«f'T''T ^^^^ *»0Pe to find more propitious and 
RnBMt« J;«r1i^®'*®"'l» ^*>eir notions concerning Deity 
bSeveT f*'"^.*^"^<i- With regard to the soul, they 
matlriSi anH^'''^*"^ to Mr. Andereon, to be both im- 
arS iSr'VrSm 'emeS?? '.^"<^ ^« acknowledges, that they 
of future happi"e^!^?»"? those suUime expectations 
fords, and which "*^" the Christian revelation af- 

miffht teach us to #»^^^° reason alone, duly exercised, 

Although sevemff^*^'* 
tain Cook\ departur "V "months had elapsed since Cap- 
he had not, upon the u*^ England, during which time 
ed, he was sensible *i!^**^l®» been unprofitably employ- 
olgect of his inatruAi ^^"*^ respect to the principal, 
mencementofhisvova • "was now only the com- 
tion was to be called a ^^ ' ^^^ ^^^^ therefore, his atten- 
might contribute towaJi®^.^^ every circumstance which 
the ultimate success or^K ***® ^^^ety of his people, and 
had examined into the «V^^''P^»^»o'»- Accordingly, he 
was at the Society i3/^5'« of the provisions, wSit he 
*«*ands, and. as soon as he had Jeft 
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them, and had gotten beyond the extent of his former 
discoveries, he ordered a survey to be taken of all the 
boatswain's and carpenter's stores which were in the 
ships, that he might be fully informed of their quantity 
ana condition ; and, by that means, know how to use 
them to the greatest advantage. 

It was on the 8th of December, the very day on 
which he had touched there, that our commander sailed 
from Bolabola. In the night between the 22d and 23d, 
be crossed the line, in the longitude of 203^ 15^ east; 
and on the 24th, land was discovered, which was found 
to be one of those low uninhabited islands, that are so 
frequent in this ocean. Here our voyagers were suc- 
cessful in catching a large quantity of turtle, which sup- 
plied them with an agreeable refreshment ; and here, on 
the 28th, an eclipse of the sun was observed by Mr. 
Bayly, Mr. King, and Captain Cook. On account of 
the season of the year, the captain called the land where 
he now was, and which he judged to be about fifteen or 
twenty leagues in circumference, Christmas Island. Br 
his onler, several cocoa-nuts and yams were planteo, 
and some melon-seeds sown in proper places ; and a 
bottle was left, containing this inscription. 

Oeorgius TertiuSj Rext 31 Decembris, 1777. 
Ar^«^. S Resolution^ Jac. Cook, Pr, 
^"^ [ Discovery, Car. Clerke, Pr. 

On the 2d of Januaryr 1778, the ships resumed their 
course to the northward, and though several evidences 
occurred of the vicinity of land, none was discovered 
till the 18th, when an island made its appearance, bear- 
ing north-east by east. Soon after, more land was seen, 
bring towards the north, and entirely detached from the 
former. The succeeding day was distinguished by the 
discovery of a third island, in the direction of west- 
north-west, and as far distant as the eye could reach 
In steering towards the second island, our voyagers had 
some doubt whether the land before them was inhabit- 
ed ; but this matter was speedily cleared up, by the put- 
ting off of some canoes from the shore, containing from 
tliree to six men each. Upon their approach, the Eng- 
lish were agreeably surprised to find that th?y spoke 



lis CAPTAIir COOE*8 

the laoffaage of Otaheite, and of the other coontriei 
which Had lately been visited. These people were at 
fint fearful of going on board ; but when, on the SfOth, 
eome of them took courage, and ventured to do it, they 
expressed an astonishment, on entering the ship, which 
Captain Cook had never experienced m the natives of 
any place, during the whole course of his several voy- 
ages. Their eyes continually flew from object to ob- 
ject ; and, by the wildness of their looks and gestures, 
they fully manifested their entire ignorance with rels- 
tion to every thing they saw, and strongly marked to our 
navigators, that, till this time, they had never been 
visited by Europeans, or been acquainted with any of 
our commodities, excepting iron. Even with respect to 
iron, it was evident that they had only heard of it, or at 
most, had known it in some small quantity, brought to 
them at a distant period ; for all they understood con- 
cerning it was, that it was a substance much better 
adapted to the purposes of cutting, or the boring of holes, 
than any thing their own country produced. The cere- 
monies on entering the ship, their gestures and motions, 
and their manner of singing, were similar to those which 
our voyagers had been accustomed to see in the places 
latelv visited. 

There was, likewise, a farther circumstance in which 
these people perfectly resembled the other islanders; 
. and that was, in their endeavouring to steal whatever 
came within their reach ; or rather to take it openly, as 
what would either not be resented, \>t not hindered. 
The English soon convinced them of their mistake, by 
keeping such a watcliful eye over them, that ^hey aftei^ 
wards were obliged to be less active in appropriating to 
themselves every object that struck upon their &ncy, 
and excited the desi>e of possession. 

One order given by Captain Cook at this island was, 
that none of the boats* crews should be permitted to go 
on shore ; the reason of which was, that he might do 
every thing in his power to prevent the importation of 
a fatal disease, which unhappily had already been com- 
municated in other places. With the same view, he 
directed that all female visiters should be excluded 
^rom the ships. Another necessarv nrecaution, taken.- 
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bf the captain, was a strict injanction, that no peraon, 
known to be capable of propagating disorder, should be- 
sent upon duty out of the vessels. Thus zealous was 
the humanity of our commander, to prevent an irrepa^ 
rable injnr^^ from being done to the natives. There are 
men who glory in their shame, and who do not care- 
how much evil they communicate. Of this there was 
an instance at Tongataboo, in the gunner of the Dis- 
covery, who had been stationed onr shore to manage the- 
trade for that ship ; and who, though he was well ao- 
qnainted with his own situation, continued to have- 
connexions with different women. His companions ex- 
postulated with him without effect, till Captain Gierke, 
nearins of the dangerous irregularity of his conducC 
ordered him on board: If I knew the rascars'name, [ 
would hang it up, as far as lies in my power, to ever- 
lasting infamy. 

Mr. Williamson being sent with the boats to search 
for water, and attempting to land, the inhabitants came 
down in such numbers, and were so violent in their 
endeavours to seize upon the oars, .muskets, and, in 
short every thing they could lay hold of, that he was 
obliged to fire, by which one mail was killed. This 
unhappy circumstance was not known to Ciiptain Cook 
till after he had left the island ; so that all his mea- 
sures were directed as if nothing of the kind had hap- 
pened. 

When the ships were brought to an anchor, our com- 
mander went on shore ; and, at the very instant of his 
doing it, the collected body of the natives all fell flat 
upon their faces, and continued in that humble posture, 
till, by expressive signs, he prevailed upon them to rise. 
Other ceremonies foUbwed ; and the next day a trade 
was set on foot for hogs and potatoes, which the people 
of the island gave in exchange for nails and pieces of 
iron, formed into something like chissels. So far was 
any obstruction from being met with in watering, that,, 
on the contrary, the inhabitants assisted our men in 
rolling the casks to and from the pool ; and readily por- 
form^ Ivhatever was required. 

Affairs thus going on to the captain*s satisfaction, he 
made an excanion into the country, accompanied bf~ 

ToL. n. H 6* 
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Mr. Anderson and Mr.' Wcbl^r, the former of whom 
was as well qualified to describe with the pen, as 
the latter was to represent with hie pencil,, whatever 
might occur worthy of observation. In this excursion, 
the gentlemen, among other obiects that called for 
their attention, found a Moral On the return of our 
commander, he had the pleasure of finding that a brisk 
trade for pigs, fowls and roots was carrying on with 
the greatest good order, and, without any attempt to 
cheat or steal, on the part of the natives. The rapa- 
cious disposition they at first displayed, was entirely 
corrected by their conviction that it could not be exer- 
cised with impunity. Among the articles which they 
Drought to barter, the most remarkable was a particular 
•ort of cloak and cap, that might be reckoned elegant, 
even in countries where dress is eminently the object 
of attention. The cloak was richly adorned with red 
■and yellow feathers, which in themselves were highly 
beautiful^ and the newness and freshness of which add- 
ed not a little to their beauty. 

On the 22d, a circumstance occurred, which gave 
the English room to suspect that the people of the 
island are eaters of human, fiesh. Not, however, to 
rest the belief of the existence of so horrid a practice 
on the foundation of suspicion only. Captain Cook 
was anxious to inquire into the truth of the fact, the 
result of which was its being fully confirmed. An old 
man, in particular, who was asked upon the subject, 
answered in the affirmative, and seemed to laugh at the 
simplicity of such a question. His answer was eqaallv 
affinnative on a repetition of the inquiry ; and he add- 
ed, that the flesh of men was excellent food, or, as he 
expressed i^ " savoury eating.*' It is understood that 
enemies slain in battle are the sole objecU of this abo- 
mmable custom. 

'''^^^siand at which our voyagers had now touched, 
was called Atooi by the natives. Near it was another - 
island, named Oneeheow, where our commander came 
to an anchor on the 29th of the month. The inhab;. 
Unts were found to resemble those of Atobi in riieir 
olsposrtions, manners, and customs ; and proofs, too • 
eonvmcmg, appeared, that the horrid banquet of iu< 
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man flesh is here as much relished, amidst plecty, as 
it is in New Zealand. From a desire of benentin^ 
these people, by furnishing them with additional arti- 
cles of food, the captain left them a ram goat and two 
ewes, a boar and sow pig of the English breed, and the 
seeds of melons, pumpkins and onions. These bene- 
volent presents would have been made to Atooi, the 
larger island, had not our navigators been unexpectedly 
driven from it by stress of weather. Though the soil 
of Oneeheow seemed in general poor, it was observ- 
able, that the ground was covered with shrubs and 
1>hnt8, some of which perfumed the air with a more de- 
icious fragrancy, than what Captain Cook had met with 
at any other of the countries that had been visited by 
him in this part of the world. 

It is a curious circumstance, with regard to the 
islands in the Pacific Ocean which the late European 
voyages have added to the geography of the globe, 
that they have generally been found to lie in groups, 
or clusters. The single intermediate islands, which 
have as yet been discovered, are few in proportion to 
the others ; though there are probably many more of 
them that are still unknown, and may serve as steps, 
by which the several clusters are, in some degree, con- 
nected together.' Of the Archipelago now first visited, 
there were five only with which our commander be- 
came at this time acquainted. The names of these, am 
given by the natives, were Woahoo, Atooi, Oneeheow, 
Oreehoua, and Tahoora. To the whole group Cap- 
tain Cook gave the appellation of Sandwich Islands, m 
honour of his great friend and patron, the Earl of 
Sandwich. 

Concerning the island of Atooi, which is the largest 
of the five, and which was the principal scene of the 
captain's operations, he collected, in comunction with 
Mr. Anderson, a considerable degree of information. 
The land, as to its general appearance, does not in the 
least resemble any of the islands that our voyagers had 
hitherto visited within the tropic, on the south side of 
the equator ; excepting so far as regards its hills near 
the centre, which slope gently towards the sea. Hogs, 
dogs, and fowls, were the only tame or domestic ani 



male that were here fm-nd ? .^^"^^' ^he t^"^i;^''!\- t^v^** 
tend with those which f ^\.i^l,e i'^^^^^'l^her^T vfi & 
South Pacific Ocean, ^m" '? /^^ ^^^^"^ a^d fig^^^ 
•w of a middle stature, =^" * ^^^e, col^^^^^'^^^ed ^ij^ 
more remarkable equality m *f^,*^^der h^id ,^!^fed ^»^^ 
of both sexes, than our <^"""^^"Jd to ^^^f^ti Coo^ »* 
mot other places. They =ieP^^'^ad.in ^^^?^^^^^ levity 
a frank and cheerful HJ9pos't^*^"Y,otn the ^^ ^^d ^^^^ 
opinion, they are eaniUy ^'riJ o^ <^^^^' x! fj« ai Ton- 

. ■«date cast drscernibre ^im^nr^ circ^"'«^'\"^^o to t^^'^ 
^taboo. It is a very P^^^'^'f/^X^f *''fw^r^^i^^ 'f 
character, that they p iy,^ P^^V^nce to ^^^^^^ ^..^caflion^, 
women, and readily )«nd ^^^.^'j^^ y. Op ^^^ cooaciou?- 
the tender offices of mrvtf^roal J^'JJ^^ ^%^\^. eir^rlg'^^^^ ^^ 
they seemed to be de^pfy i;';P%«;njK ^V\t/d JaP^"^'^' 
n^ of their own infcvionty , t»^ P"^^^!''' V^ S«"^"^ 
tne prepbsterous pride of tli« "contrary <« ^^^^^dis?*'; 
»nd of tSe ruder Greenl^^nder. ^^ hitb^/^o b^^ a^i<=^ 
^'96 of thecountne^ '^t'L^^^P^^^'^^ iTr h^^^ *^1f 
ffliV''^ Pacific Ocean, l^^Xr^t^d I "^^^,^ though, 

uie least idea of wearinff **'^^.'^ Lntlv tona t*' thcUJi 

Silil^'^^ns. In everything '^^f n*^^t^/^^^e ofth«^' 
•"tty.^*? uncommon ^^e^r-e "f^jr^b ^^J,7Eu%Pr 

^ to fK *^ *»e should add ;;'* „ience ol u^cie»J 
^m wh«? «"'«l>er ^'''^ 'L'i^J agriculture, I ^ that 
t>ofs ^e^' ^as seen of ^^^^ JS tvo^ n^/fifeir vegf! 
i and ^K^^^^orded, that ^^^^^ oodness «£ 1 to flk»^£! 
'«proci»^'. the quantity ^nd gf^^ attributed t^jj ^bc 
tur?, a«^^'ons may as much ^e j Af»^^«^ those 
5mbLS '** natural fertility. «^*®_f Atooi.a"^ ^^^a 
3?ate^« between the natives ot langua^^ tha 

Soani^ the Sandwich Inlands would »^"" tioB» 

'laV^ ^^^'» advantage af so "^^^ghing P**^ 
'«ve ma<ie use of them a» ^®** 
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their ships,' which sail annually from Acapolca for 
Manilla. Happy, too« would it have been for Lord 
Anson, if he had known, that there existed a group of 
islands, half way between America and Tinian woere 
all his wants could have been efiectually supplied, ud 
the different hardships to which he was exposed have 
been avoided. 

On the second of February, our navigators pursued 
their course to the northward, in doing which uie inci- 
dents they met with were almost entirely of a nautical 
kind. The long-looked forecast of New Albion was 
seen on the 7th of March, the ships being then in the 
latitude of 44^' 33' north, and in the longitude of 235^ 
2(/ east. As the vessels ranged along the west side 
of America, Captain Cook gave names to several capes 
and headlands which appeared in sight. At length, on 
the 29th, the captain came to an anchor at an inlet, 
where the appearance of the country differed much 
from vrhat had been seen befo' e ; being full of moun- 
tains, the summits of which were covered with snow ; 
while the valleys between them, and the grounds on the 
sea-coast, high as well as low, were covered to a con- 
siderable breadth, with high, straight trees, which 
formed a beautiful prospect, as of one vast forest. It 
was immediately found, that the coast was inhabited ; 
and there soon came off to the Resolution three canoes, 
containing eighteen of the natives ; who could not, 
however, DC prevailed upon to venture themselves ot^ 
tK>ard. Notwithstanding this, they displayed a peace- 
able disposition ; showed great readiness to part with 
any thing they had, in exchange for what was offered 
them ; and expressed a stronger desire for iron, than for 
any other of our commercial articles, appearing to be 
perfectly acquainted with the use of that metal. From 
these favourable circumstances, our voyagers had rea- 
son to hope, that they should find this a comfortable 
station to supply all their wants, and to make them for- 
get the hardships and delays which they had expe- 
rienced during a constant succession of adverse winds, 
and boisterous weather, almost ever since their arrival 
upon the coast of America. 

The ships having hi<ppily found an excellent inlet,. 
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the coasts of which appeared to be inhabited by a race 
of people who were disposed to maintain a friendly 
intercourse with strangers. Captain Cook's first object 
was to search for a commodious harbour ; and he bad 
little trouble in discovering what he wanted. A trade 
having immediately commenced, the articles which the 
inhabitants offered to sale were the skins of various 
animals, such as bears, wolves, foxes, deer, rackooos, 
pole-cats, martins ; and, in particular, of the sea-otters. 
To these were added, besides the skins tn their native 
shape, garments made of them ; another sort of cloth- 
ing, formed from the bark of a tree ; and various dif- 
ferent pieces of workmanship. But of all the articles 
brought to market, the most extraordinary were human 
skulls, and hands not yet quite stripped of their flesh ; 
some of which had evident marks of their having been 
upon the fire. The things which the natives took in 
exchange for their commodities, were knives, chissels. 
pieces of iron and tin, nails, looking-glasses, buttons, 
or any kind of metal. Glass beads did not strike their 
imagmations; and cloth of every sort they rejected. 
m„M,Tk*'*'"""®'"?®» "* general, was carried on with 
whn wpfr"^'^' ^t^.'® "^^^ «°™« a™ong these people 
1^ iSe Sn^t^.'""5? inclined to thievery Ss the islhZn 

fartofe^^teo?^^^^^^^^ --«' '^ '^^ ^^^^^'^ 

instruments TkI ^nif vea ; for, possessing sharp iron 

lSj™IS:;'?iece"y ?^^^ T' * ^^"^"^ ^^r ^ ^^»^^\^' 
the backs of the P., ? u^*"®'" * ^°P«» ^^ moment that 
with which Aey cond^.^^rr^x'"™^*^' '^^^ ^'''^'^^ 
nature, frequentlv e 1 .? J i^ u '^®*^ operations of this 
Some slighter in"ifar!l ^^^ "^**»^ cautious vigilance 
traffic, cSptain Cook th «^ ^^^?«P^i«n. in the way of 
than to make th^i^tLr^}"^}^ .'I ^«er to bear with, 
this he was the rSher Hi?"***^'^^^ * ^"a^el ; and to 
cles were now reduced fl®'"?-"'®^ »« ^^^ English arti- 
In the progress of the J? ^^J^^ts of a trifling nature, 
deal fornothing but ,^^?f','»'«^»-ce, the nativis would 
so eagerly souggt for. ^^i^^ «»<^. at length, brass was 
wi ?eft !"*JI? ^"i«ed tK?"*^^ '« i'«"» that, before 
r^SJ^J" ^^^ «1>'P8, eic^r.?**''^ scarcely a bit of it 
necessary matrumeSti wt^*?S ^^^^t belonged to the 
^hole suits of clSthea were 
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. itripped of every button ; bureaus were deprived of 
their furniture ; copper kettles, tin canisters, candle- 
tticks, and whatever of the like kind could be foundvall 
went to wreck ; so that these Americans became pos- 
sessors of a greater medley and variety of things from 
our people, than any other nation that nad been visited 
in the course of the voyage. 

. Of all the uncivilized tribes which our commander 
had met with in his several navigations, he never found 
any who had such strict notions of their having a right 
to the exclusive property of every thing which their 
country produces, as the inhabitants of the sound 
where he was now stationed. At first, they wanted to 
be paid for the wood and water that were carried on 
board ; and had the captain been upon the spot, when 
these demands were made, he would certainly have 
complied with them: but the workmen in his absence, 
maintained a different opinion, and refused to submit 
to any such claims. When some grass, which appeared 
to be of no use to the natives^ was wanted to be cut, aa 
food for the few goats and sheep which still remained 
on board, they insisted that it should be purchased, and 
were very unreasonable in their terms ; notwithstand- 
ing which Captain Cook consented to gratify them, aa 
far as he was able. It was always a sacred rule with 
him, never to take any of the property of the people 
whom he visited, without making them an ample com- 
pensatioo. 

The grand operation of our navigators, in their pre- 
sent station, was to put the ships into a complete repair 
for the prosecution of toe expedition. While this bu- 
siness was carrying on, our commander took the op- 
portunity of examining every part of the sound ; in the 
course of which he gained a farther knowledge of the 
inhabitants, who, in general, received him with great 
civility. In one instance he met with a surly chief, 
who could not be softened with presents, though )ie 
condescended to accept of them. The females of tiio 
place over which he presided showed a more agreeable 
disposition; for some of the young women expedi- 
tiously dressed themselves in their best apparel, and 
lasembling in a body, welcomed the English to their 
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iriHage, bf joining in a toner, whieh wu far from beiii| 
hanh or diaagre^ble. On another occasion, the cap- 
tain was entertained with singinff. Being visited hj a 
somber of strangers, on the 22d ot April, as th^ ad 
▼anced towards the ships, they all stood up in their ca- 
noes, and began to sine. Some of their songs, in which 
the whole body joine<£ were in a slow, and otheis in a 
qaicker time ; and their notes were accompanied with 
the nsosl regular motions of their hands ; or with beat- 
ing in concert, with their paddles, on the sides of thar 
canoes; to which were added other rery expreasiTe 
gestnres. At the end of each song, they coatinoed 
silent for a few moments, and then began again, some- 
times pronouncing the word Hooee! forcibly as a chorus. 

Among the natives of the country, there was one 
chief who attached himself to our commander in a 
particular manner. Caputn Cook having, at patting, 
bestowi^d upon him a small present, received, in retnm, 
a beaver skm, of much greater value. This called upon 
the captain to make some addition to his present, with 
which the chief was so much pleased, that he insisted 
on our commander's acceptance of the beaver^kin 
cloak which he then wore ; and of which he was fwr* 
ticolarljr fond. Admiring this instance of generoai^, 
and desirous that he should not suffer by his friendship, 
the captain gave him a new broad sword, with a braan 
hilt ; tne possession of which rendered him completely 
happy. 

On Captain Cook's first arrival in this inlet, he had 
honoured it with the name of King Georee's Sound ; 
but he afterwards found that it is called fk>otka by the 
natives. During his stay in the place, he displayed hia 
usnal sagacity and diligence, in conjunction widi Mr. 
Anderson, in collecting every thing that could be 
learned conceroine the neighbouring country and its 
inhabitanta; and the account is interesting, as it ex- 
hibits a picture of prodactions, people, and manners 
very different from what had occurred in the Southern 
Ocean. I can only, as on former occasions, slightly 
advert to a few of the more leading circumstancea 
The climate, so far as onr navigators had experience 
of it, was found to be in an eminent degree milder 
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than that on the' east coast of America, in the tame 
jarallel of latitude ; and it was remarkable, that the 
Jiennometer, even in 'the night, never fell lower than 
^P ; while in the day it frequently rose to 6(P. With 
regard to trees, those of which the woods are chiefly 
composed, are the Canadian pine, the white cypress^ 
and the wild pine, with two or three different sorts of 
pine that are less common. In the other vegetable 
productions there appeared but little variety ; Iwt it is 
to be considered, that, at so early a season, several 
might not yet have sprung up ; and that many more 
might be concealed from our voyagers, in consequence 
of the narrow sphere of their researches. Of the land 
animals, the most common were bears, deer, foxes, 
and wolves. The sea animals, which were seen off the 
coast, were whales, porpoises, and seals. Birds, in 
general, are . not only rare as to the different species, 

- but very scarce as to numbers ; and the few which are 
to be met with are so shy, that, in all probability, they 
are continually harrassed by the natives ; either to eat 
them as food, or to get possession of their feathers, 
which are used as ornaments. Fish are more plentiful 
in (quantity than birds, but were not found in any great 
variety; and yet, from several circumstances, there 
was reason to believe, that the variety is considerably 

. increased at certain seasons. The only animals that 
were observed of the reptile kind were snakes and 
water-lizards ; bat the insect tribe seemed to be more 
namerous. 

With respect to the inhabitants of the country, their 
persons are generally under the common stature ; bat 
not slender in proportion, being usually pretty full or 
plump, though without being muscular. From their 
Slinging to sale human skulls and bones, it may 
;ustly be inferred, that they treat their enemies with a 
Jegree of brutal cruelty: notwithstanding which, it 
Joes not follow, that they are to be reproached with 
any charge of peculiar inhumanity; for the circum- 
stance now mentioned only marks a general agreement 
of character with that of almost every tribe of unci- 
vilized men, in every age, and in every part of the 
jobe. Our navigators had no reason to complain of 
aha disDosition of the n itives, who appeared to be ad > 
6 
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cile, e^^rteoas, good-natured people ; rather phlegma- 
tic in the usual cast of their tempera, but quick in resent- 
ing what they apprehend to be an iiyury, and easily 
permitting their anger to subside. Their other pas- 
sions, and especially their curiosity, seemed to he »n 
some measure dormant : one causa of which may be 
found in the indolence, that, for the most part, is^-preva 
lent amongst them. Thechief employments of the men, 
are those of fishing, and of killing land or sea-animals, 
for the sustenance of their families; while the women 
are occupied in manufacturing their flaxen or woollen 
garments, or in other domestic offices. It must be men- 
tioned to their honour, that they were always properly 
clothed, and behaved with the utmost decorum ; justly 
deserving all commendation, for a bashfulness and mo- 
desty becoming their sex; and this was the more meri- 
torioas in them, as the male inhabitants discovered no 
sense of shame. In their manufactures and mechanic 
arts, these people have arrived to a greater degree of ex- 
tent and ingenuity, both with regara to the design and 
execution, than could have been expected from their na 
tural disposition, and the little progress to which they 
have arrived in general civilization. Their dexterity, 
in particular, with respect to works of wood, must 
principally be ascribed to the assistance they receive 
from iron tools, which are in umversal use amongst 
diem, and in the application of whwJi they are very 
dexterous. Whence they have derived tu3?T knowledge, 
of iron, was a matter of speculation with Captain Cook, 
The most probable opinion, is, that this and other me- 
tals may have been introduced by way of Hudson's 
Uay and Canada, and thus successively have been con- 
yeyed across the continent, from tribe to tribe. Nor m 
li^^^K^ ^u"" ?"PPo«e.thal these metals may some- 
t^^^^JT^^^^Ti? ^^^ •^'°e manner, from the nortti- 
westem parts of Mexico,* The language of Nootka 

^.JIT^hIT' ^lE?*"*"' ^^ * construction similarto what 
were nroourpfh*^ k^V'^ ^*«™«h P**^'"^ of «till life, 
native who w^"*^ ^l ^'- ^^'^^ ^ho bought them from 
fhSS t an or^«m . *"• ^'^'^ ^°g«^her with a leathern 
Srs^jrrslXVh"^^ Mr. Gore gave 
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If by no means harsh or disagreeable ; for it abounds, 
upon the whole, rather with what may be called labial 
and dental, than with guttural sounds. A large vocabu- 
lanr of it was collected by Mr. Anderson. 

Whilst Captain Cook was at Nootka Sound, ^freat at- 
tention was paid by him, as usual, to astronomical and 
nautfbal subjects. The observations which he had an 
opportunity of making, were, indeed, so numerous, as to 
form a very considerable addition to geographical and 
philosophical science. 

On the 26th, the repairs of the ships having been 
completed, every tnine was ready for the captain's de- 
parture. When, in me afternoon c^ "hat day, the 
vessels were upon the point of sailing, the mercury in 
the b.jx>meter tell unusually low; and there was every 
other presage of an approaching storm, which might 
reasonably be expected to come from the southwi^d. 
This circumstance induced our commander in some de- 
gree to hesitate, and especially as night was at hand, 
whether he should venture to sail, or wait till the next 
morning. But his anxious impatience to proceed upon 
the voyage, and the fear of losing the present oppor- 
tunity of getting out of the sound, made a ^ater 
impression upon, his mind, than any apprehension of 
immediate danger. He determined, therefore, to pat to 
sqa at all events ; and accordingly carried his design into 
execution that evening. He was not deceived in his 
expectations of a storm. Scarcely were the vessels out 
of the sound before the wind increased to a strong gale, 
with squalls and rain, accompanied by so dark a sky, 
that the length of the shijis could not be seen. Hap- 
pily the wind took a direction that blew our navigators 
Tom the coast ; and though, on the 27th, the temoest 
rose to a perfect hurricane, and the Resolution sprang a 
leak, no material damase ensued. 

In the prosecution of the voyage to the north, and 
back again to the Sandwich Islands, the facts that oc- 
curred were chiefly of a nautical kind. Minutely to re- 
cord these, is not the purpose of the present work, and 
indeed would extend it to an unreasonable length. 
From this long and important navigation, I can 
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only aeleet some few incidents, that may be accommo- 
dated to the tastes and expectations of the generality o^ 
leaders. 

One thing it is not improper here to observe ; which 
is, that the captain, in his passage along the coast of 
America, kept a distance from that coast, whenever the 
wind blew strongly upon it, and sailed on till he could 
approach it again with saifety. Hence several great 

Sips were left unexplored, and particularly between 
e latitudes of 5(P and 55°. The exact situation, for 
instance, of the supposed Straits of Anian was not as- 
certained. Every one who is acquainted with the cha- 
racter of our commander will be sensible, that if he had 
lived to return again to the north in 1779, he would 
have endeavoured to explore the parts which haJ been 
left unexamined. 

The first place at which Captain Cook landed, after 
his departure from Nootka Sound, was at an island, of 
eleven or twelve leagues in length, the south-west point 
of which lies in the latitude of 59° 49^ north, and the 
loneitudeof216°58'east Here, on the 11th of May, 
at the foot of a tree, on a little eminence not far from 
the shore, ho left a bottle, with a paper in it on which 
were inscribed the names of the snips and the date of 
the discovery. Together with the bottle, he enclosed 
two silver two-penny pieces of his majesty*s coin, which 
had been struck in 1772. These, with many others, 
had been given him by the Reverend Dr. Kaye, the 
present Dean of Lincoln ; and our commander, as a 
mark of his esteem and regard for that learned and 
respectable gentleman, nam^ the island, after him, 
Kaye*s Island. 

At an inlet where the ships came to an anchor, on 
the 12th, and to which Captain Cook gave the appella- 
tion of Prince William^s Sound, he had an opportunity 
n)t only of stopping the leak which the Resolution had 
sprung in the late storm, and of prosecuting his nanti- 
<»i and geographical discoveries, but of making con- 
siderable additions to his knowledge of the inhabitants 
of the American co&st. From every observation 
which was made concerning the persons of the natives 
of this part of the coast, it appeared, that they had a 
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■triking resemblance to those of the Esquimaux and 
Greenianders. Their canoes, their weapons, and their 
instruments for fishing and hunting, are likewise ex- 
actly the same, in point of materials and construction, 
that are used in Greenland. The animals in the neigh- 
bourhood of Prince William's Sound are, in general, 
similar to those which are found at Nootka. One of the 
most beautiful skins here offered to sale, was, however, 
that of a small animal, which seemed to be peculiar to 
the place. Mr. Anderson wns inclined to think that it 
is the animal which is described by Mr. Pennant, under 
the name of the casaji marmot. Among the birds seen 
in this country, were the white headed eagle ; the shag; 
and the aJLcedo^ or great king-fisher, the colours of which 
were very fine and bright. The humming-bifd, also, 
came frequently and flew about the ship, while at 
anchor ; but it can scarcely be supposed, that it can be 
able to subsist here during the severity of winter. 
Water-fowl, upon the whole, are in considerable plenty; 
and there is a species of diver, about the size of a 
partridge, which «eems peculiar to the place. Torsk 
and halibut wbre almost the only kinds of^ fish that were 
obtained by our voyagers. Vegetables, of any sort, 
were few in number ; and the tKees were chiefly the 
Canadian and spruce pine, some of which were of a 
considerable height and thickness. The beads and iron, 
that were found among the people of the coast, must 
undoubtedly have been derived from some civilized 
nation : and yet there was ample reason to believe, that 
our English navigators were the first Europeans with 
whom the natives had ever held a direct communica- 
tion. From what quarter, then, had they gotten our 
manufactures? Most probably, through the interven- 
tion of the more inland tribes, from Hudson's Bay, or 
the settlements on the Canadian lakes. This, indeed 
must certainly have been the case, if iron was known, 
amongst the inhabitants of this part of the American 
. coast, prior to the discovery of it by the Russians, and 
' before ther^was any traflSc with them carried on from 
Kamtschatka. From what was seen of Prince Wil- 
liam's Sound, Captain Cook judged that it occupied, at 
least, a degree and a half of latitude, and two of* longi 



1S6 OAPT^N 0OOK*8 

tade, exclarively of die arms or branches, the extent 
of which is not known. 

Some days afler leaving this sound, our navigators 
came to an inlet, from which great things were ex* 
pected. Hopes were strongly entertained, that it would 
Se found to communicate either with the sea to the 
north, or with Baffin's or Hudson's Bay to the east r 
and accordingly it became the object of very accurate 
and serious examination. The captain was soon per- 
suaded that the expectations formed from it were 
sroundless ; notwithstanding which, he persisted in the 
Search of a passage, more, indeed, to satisfy other peo- 
ple,than to confirm his own opinion. In consequence of 
a complete investigation of the inlet, indubitable marks 
occurred of its being a river. This river, without see- 
ing the least appearance of its source, was traced by 
our voyagers, as high as the latitude of 6F 34' and the 
longitude of 210°, being seventy leagues from its en- 
trance. During the course of the navigation, on the 
1st of June, Lieutenant King was ordered on shore, to 
display the royal flag, and to take possession of the 
country in his majesty's name. The lieutenant at the 
same time, buried in the ground a bottle, containing 
some pieces of English coin, of the year 1772, and a 
paper, on which the names of the ships were inscribed, 
and the date of the present discovery. The great 
river now discovered, promises to vie with the most 
considerable ones already known ; and, by itself and its 
branches, lies open to a very extensive inland commu- 
nication. If, therefore, the knowledge of it should be 
of future service, the time which was spent in exploring 
It ought the less to be regretted. But to Captain Cook 
who nad a much greater object in view, the delay that 
was hence occasioned was a real loss, because the sea- 
son was advancing apace. It was, however, a satis- 
faction to him to reflect, that if he had not examined 
this very considerable inlet, it wonld have been as- 
sumed, by speculative fabricators of geography, as a 
fact, that there was a passage through it to the North 
Sea, or to Baffin's or Hudson's Bay. Perhaps, too, it 
would have been marked, on future maps of the world, 
with greater precision, and more certain signs of reality, 
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thanf the invisible, because ima^nary, Straits df de Fbca 
and de Fonte. In describing the iulet, our commander 
had left a blank which was not filled up with any par- 
ticular name ; and, therefore, the dSarl of Sandwich di' 
rected, with the greatest propriety, that it should be 
called Cook*s River. 

All the natives who were met with, during, the exa- 
mination of this river, appeared, from every mark of 
resemblance, to be of the snme nation with the in- 
habitants of Prince William's Sound ; but from the peo- 
Sle of Nootka, or King Geoi^e's Sound, they essentially 
iffered, both in their persons and their language. Tlfe 
only things which were seen among them, that were 
not of their own manufacture, were a few glass beads, 
the iron points of their spears, and knives of the same 
metal. Whensoever these articles might be derived, 
it was evident, that they had never had any immediate 
intercourse with the Russians ; since, if that had been 
the case, our voyagers would scapcely have found 
them clothed in such valuable skins as those of the 
sea-otter. A very beneficial fur-trade might undoulH- 
edly be carried on with the inhabitants of this vast 
coast. But, without a practicable northern passage, 
the sihiation is too remote to render it probable, that 
Great Britain should hence ever derive any material 
advantage ; though it is impossible to say with certain- 
ty, how far the spirit of commerce, for which the Eng- 
lish nation is so eminently distinguished, may extend. 
The most valuable, or rather the only valuable skins, 
which Captain Cook saw on the west side of America, 
were those of the sea-otter : for as to the skins of all 
the other animals of the country, and especially of the 
foxes and martins, they seemed to be of an inferior 
quality. 

It was on the Cth- of June that our navigators got 
clear of Cook's River. Proceeding in the course of 
their discoveries, when they were sailing, on the 19th, 
amidst the group of islands, which were called by 
Beering, Schumagin's IslancU, Captain Clerke fired 
three guns, and brought to, expressing by the proper 
signals, that he wished to speak with Captain Cook. 
At this our commander was not a little alarmed \ and, 
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B8 no apparent danger had been remarked in die pat- 
lage through the channel where'^he vessels now were. 
It was apprehended, that some accident, such as spring- 
ing a leak, must have happened. On Captain Clerke*8 
coming on board the Resolution, he related that several 
of the natives had followed his ship ; that one of them 
had made many signs, taking off his cap, and bowing 
after the manner of Europeans ; and that, at length, he 
had fastened to a rope, which was handed down to him, 
a small thin wooden case or box. Having delivered 
his parcel safe, and spoken something, accompanied 
%^ith more signs, the canoes dropped astern, and left 
the Discovery. On opening the box, a piece of paper 
was found, folded yp carefully, upon which something 
was written, that was reasonably supposed to be in the 
Russian language. To the paper was prefixed the date 
1778, and in the body of the note there was a reference 
to the year 1776. Although no person on board was 
learned enough to decipher the alphabet of the writer, 
his numerals sufficiently marked, that others had pre- 
ceded our voyagers in visiting this dreary part of the 
globe ; and the prospect of soon meeting with men, 
who were united to them in ties somewhat closer than 
those of our common nature, and who were not 
strangers to the arts and commerce of civilized life, 
could not but afford a sensible satisfaction to people 
who, for %uch a length of time, had been conversant 
with the savages of the Pacific Ocean, and of the 
North American continent. Captain Clerke was, at 
first, of opinion, that some Russians had been ship- 
wrecked ; but no such idea occurred to Captain Cook. 
He rather thought, that the paper contained a note of 
information, left by some Russian traders, to be de- 
livered to the next of their countrymen who should 
arrive ; and that the natives, seeing the English pass, 
and supposing them to be Russians, had resolved to 
bring on the note. Accordingly, our commander pur- 
sued his voyage, without inquiring farther into the 
matter. 

On the 2l8t, amongst some hills, on the main land, 
that towered above the clouds to a most amazing 
height, one was discovered to have a volcano, whien 
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continually threw np vast columns of black smoke. It 
doth, not stand far frdlK the coast; and it lies in the 
latitude of 54° 48', and the longitude of 195° 45^. This 
mountain was rendered remarkable by its figure, which 
is a complete cone, and the volcRno is at the very sum- 
mit. While, in the afternoon of the same day, during 
a calm of three hours, the English were fishing with 
great success for halibuts, a small canoe conducted by 
one man, came to them from an island in the neigh 
bourhood. On approaching the ship, he took off hit 
cap and bowed, as the native had done, who had visit- 
ed the Discovery a day or two before. From the ac-« 
quired politeness of uese people, as well as from the 
note already mentioned, it was evident, that the Rus- 
sians must have a communication and trafiic with them ; 
and of this afresh proof occurred in the present visiter ; 
for hfi wore a pair of green cloth breeches, and a jacket 
of black cloth, or stuff, under the gut-shirt or frock of 
his own country. 

In the prosecution of the voyage, on the 26th, there 
was so thick a fog, that our navigators could not see a 
hundred yards beifore them; notwithstanding which, 
18 the weather was moderat3, the captain did not inter- 
mit his course. At length, however, being alarmed' at 
the sound of breakers on one side the ship, he imme- 
diately brought her to, and came to an anchor , and the 
Discovery, by his order, did the same. A few hours after, 
the fog having in some degree cleared away, it appear- 
ed Uiat both the vessels had escaped a very immment 
danger. Providence, in the dark, had conducted them 
between rocks which our commander would not have 
ventured to pass through in a clear day, and had con- 
veyed them to an anchoring-place, as good as he could 
possibly have fixed upon, had the choice been entirely 
at his option. 

On the 27th, our voyagers reached an island, that is 
known by the name of Oonalashka ; the inhabitants of 
which behaved with a degree of politeness uncommon 
to savage tribes. A young man, who had overset his 
canoe, being obliged by this accident to come on board 
the ship, went down into Captain Cook's cabin upon 
the first invitation, without expressing the least reluc- 

Vol. U. I 
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discovery. To the promontory he g*ve the name of 
Cape Newenham. The«land, as far as Air. Williamson 
coald see, produces neither tree nor shrub; but the 
lower grounds were not destitute of grass, and of some 
other plants, very few of which were in flower 

When our navigators, on the 3d of August, had ad- 
vanced to the latitude of 62*^ 34', a great loss was 
sustained by them in the death of Mr. Anderson, the 
surgeon of the Resolution, who had been lingering 
under a consumption for more than twelve months. 
He was a young man of a cultivated understanding and 
agreeable manners, and was well skilled in his own 

Srofession ; besides which, he had acquired a consi- 
erable degree of. knowledge in other branches of 
science. How useful an assistant he was to Captain 
Cook, hath often appeared in the present narrative. 
Had his life been spared, the public would undoubtedly 
have received from him such communications, on va- 
rious parts of the natural history of the several places 
that had been visited, as would justly have entitle 
him to very high commendation. The proofs of hi 
. abilities that now remain, will hand down the name of 
Anderson, in conjunction with that of Cook, to pos- 
terity. Soon after he had breathed his last, land having 
been seen at a distance, which was supposed to be an 
island, our commander honoured it with the appellation 
of Anderson's Island. The next day he removed Mr. 
Law, the surgeon of the Discovery, into the Resolu- 
tion, and appointed Mr. Sam well, the surgeon's first 
mate of the Resolution, to be surgeon of the Discovery. 
On the 9ih, Captain Cook came to an anchor under 
a point of land, to which he gave the name of Cape 
Prince of Wales, and which is remarkable by being tne 
most western extremity of America hitherto explored. 
This extremity is distant from the eastern Cape of Si- 
beria only thirteen leagues : and thus our commander 
had the glory of ascertaining the vicinity of the two 
continents, which had only l^en conjectured from the 
reports of the neighbouring Asiatic inhabitants, and the 
imperfect observations of the Russian navigators. 

Resuming his course on the lOth, Captain Cook an- 
chored in a bay, the land of which was at first sup- 
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poMd to be pait of the Wand of Alaiwhka, -whkA » 
faiddown in Mr. St«hlin»s map. But, from the figure 
of the coast, from the situation of the opposite shore 
of America, and from the longitude, J^ti^^I^.'l.n^t^ 
began to think, that it was more probably the countij 
of the Tschutski, on the eastern extremity o* Asia, 
which had been explored by Beering m 17^. in tne 
result H appeared, that this was in fact the case. uu. 
commander became fully sausfied in the farther pro- 
gress of his voyage, that Mr. Staehlin's map must ,De 
erroneous ; and he had the Jionour of restoring tnc 
American continent to that space which the geogra- 
pher now mentioned had occupied with his imaginary 
island of Alaschka. , . , 

From the Bay of St. Lawrence, belonging to the 
country of the Tschutski, our navigators steered, on 
the 11th, to the east, in order to get nearer to the coast 
of America. After that, proceeding to the north, they 
reached, on the 17th, the latitude of 7(F 33. On th» 
day, a brightness was perceived in the northern hon- 
■on, like that which is reflected from ice, and is com 
monly called the blink. This was at first but little 
noticed, from a supposition that there was no proba- 
bility of meeting with ice so soon : and yet the sharp- 
ness of the air and the gloominess of the weather, had, 
for two or three days past, seemed to indicate a sudden 
change. In about an hour's time, the sight of a large 
field of ice left Captain Cook no longer in doubt with 
regard to the cause of the brightness of the horizon. 
The ships, in the same aflernoon, being then in the 
latitude of 700 41', were close to the edge of the ice, 
and not able to stand on any farther. On the 18th, 
I? '".® vessels were in the latitude of 70° 44', the ice 
on the side of them was as compact as a wall, and was 
judged to be at least ten or twelve feet in height. Far- 
ther to the north, it appeared to be much higher. Its 
■jirface was extremely rugged, and in different places 
there were seen upon it pools of water. A prodigious 
number of sea horses lay upon the ice ; and some of 
mem, on the nineteenth, were procured for food, there 

thllVl I " ''"*t * "^^^^ *»^ ^»^«*» provisions. When 
the ammals were brought to the vessels, it was no amaU 
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disappomcment to many of the seamen, who had featted 
their eyes for several days with the prospect of eatina 
them, to find that they were not seansows, as they had 
supposed, but sea-horses. This disappointment would 
not have been occasioned, or the difference known, had 
^ there not happened to be one or two sailors on board 
who had been in Greenland, and who declared what 
these animals were, and that it never was customary to 
eat of them. Such, however, was the anxiety for a 
change of diet, as to overcome this prejudice. Our 
voyagers lived upon the sea-horses as long as they last- 
ed ; and there were few who did not prefer them to the 
salt meat. 

Captain Cook continued, to the 29th, to traverse the 
Icy Sea beyond Beering's Strait, in various directions, 
and through numberless obstructions and difficulties. 
Every day the ice increased so as to preclude all hopes 
of attaining, at least during the present year, the grand 
object of the voyage. Indeed, the season was now so 
far advanced, and the time in which the frost waB^ex 
pected to set in was so near at hand, that it would have 
been totally inconsistent with prudence, to have made 
any farther attempts, till the next summer, at finding a 
passage into the Atlantic. The attention, therefore, of 
ou^ commander was now directed to other important 
and necessary concerns* It was of ^at consequence to 
meet with a place where our navigators might be sup- 
plied with wood and water. But the point which prin- 
cipally occupied the captain's thoughts was, how he 
should spend the winter, so as to make some improve'> 
ments in geography and navigation, and, at the same 
time, to be in a condition to return to the north, in fitr- 
ther search of a passage, in the ensuing summer. 

Before Captain Cook proceeded far to the south, he 
employed a considerable time in examining the sea and 
coasts in the neighbourhood of Beering's Strait, both on 
the side of Asia and America. In this examination, he 
ascertained the accuracy of Beering, so far as he went; 
demonstrated the errors with which Stsnlin's map of 
the New Northern Archipelago abounds; and made 
large additions to the geographical knowledge of this 
Dan of the world. ** 1 1 reflects," as Mr. Coze justly oh- 
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terres, " Ae highest hooonr eren on the British x 
that oar great navigator extended his discoTeries much 
farther in one expedition, and at so great a disUn<:e from 
the point of his departure, than the Russians accom 
pliabed in a long series of years, and in parts belonging 
or contiguous to their own empire.** 

On. the 2d of October, our voyagers came within 
eight of the island of Oonalashka, and anchored the 
next day in Samganoodba harbour. Here the first con- 
cern was to put the ships under the necessary repair ; 
andy while the carpenters were employed in this bosi- 
neas, one third of the people had permission, by tarns, 
to go and collect the berries wiui which the island 
abounds, and which, though now beginnings to be in a 
state of decay, did net a Httke contribute, in conjunction 
^^ spruce-beer, effectually to eradicate every seed of 
the Bcurvy, that might exist in either of the vessela 
Such a supply of fish was likewise procured, as not 
only served for present consumption, but afforded a 
Su^^i? *® ^ carried out to sea ; so that hence a con- 
Hderable saving was made of the provisions of the 
Stops, which was at this time an object of no soiall 
unportaace. 

—7??^.° 9****^ <>» *« 8*, recMved by the hands of 
an iJonalashka man, named Derramoushk, a very ain- 
SJff P!?*"^ '^bich was that of a rye loaf, or rather a 
KahK !r* *^"^ ***" » 'oaf' for '^ enclosed some salmon, 
™gmy seasoned with pepper. This man had the like 
Sro^ot^^ 9aptain Clerke, and a note for each of the 
board <SL,i!5*' written in a character which none on 
^t Uil dIJ'"**^"*^- ^ w" natnral ^ suppose, 
neiffhbon»C!r^"'* came from some Russians in the 
wiiL w5 1^ ' *"^ therefore a few botdes of rum, 
in return-^ wl*^®'* "^"^ ^*> ^'^^^ unknown friends 
would be mot^lSi "^,^y J°*^«^ *^ ""^^^ articles 
it was in th^^^^P****^® *a° ""y ^^e besides which 
©oral liediaid '^ of our navigators to bestow. Cor 
^^^^ ®^ ™« marines,* an intelligent man. 



^^J^^^ Ifditol is an extraordinary 
m «. WAoae history cannot&il of being 
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was, at the same time, directed to accompany Derra- 
moushk, for the purpose of gaining farther informa- 
tion ; and with orders, if he met with any Russians, 



taining to my readers. In the winter of 1786, he set 
oat on the singular undertaking of walking across the 
continent of America ; for the accomplishment of which 
purjpose, he uetermined to travel by the way of Siberia, 
ana to procure a passage from that country to the op 
posite American coast. Being an American by birtn, 
and having no means of raising the money necessary 
for his expenses, a subscription was raised for him by 
Sir Joseph Banks, and some other gentlemen, amount- 
ing, in the whole, to a little more than fifty pounds. 
With this sum he proceeded to Hamburgh, from which 

Elace he went to Copenhagen, and thence to Peters- 
ui^h, where he arrived in the beginning of March, 1787. 
In his journey from Copenhagen to Petersburgh, find- 
ing that the gulf of Bothnia was not frozen over, he was 
(bilged to walk round the whole of it, by Tomco. At 
Petersburgh he staiJ till the 21st of May, when he oh- 
tained leave to accompany a convoy of military stores, 
which at that time was proceeding to Mr. Billings, who 
had been his shipmate in Captain Cook's voyage, and 
who was then employed by the Empress of Russia, for 
the purpose of making discoveries in Siberia, and on the 
nortn-west coast of America. With this convoy Mr. 
Lediard set dut, and in August reac> vd the city of Ir- 
kutsk in Siberia. After that, he proceeded to the town 
of Yakutsk, where he met with Capts <n Billings. From 
this pidce he went back to Irkutsk, to spend a part of 
the winter ; proposing in the spring, to return to Ya- 
kutsk, in order to proceed in the summer to Okotsk. 

Hidierto, Mr. Lediard had gone on prosperously, atiH 
flattered himself with the hopes of saoceeding in his 
undertaking. But, in January last (1788,) in conse- 
queiice of an express from the empress, he was arrested, 
and, in half an hour's time, carried away, under the 
jpiard of two soldiers and an officer, in a post sledge, 
.or Moscow, without his clothes, money, and papers. 
J-rom Moscow he was conveyed to the cityof Juoialoff 
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that he should endeavoar to make them anderatandtfaait 
our voyagers were EDglishmen, and the friends aad 
allies of therr nation. On the 10th, the corporal re- 
turned with tijree Rbssian seamen or furriers, who with 
several others, resided at Egoochshac, where they had 
a dwelling-house, some store-houses, and a sloop of 
about thirty tons burden. One of these men was eithCT 
master or mate of this vessel ; another of them wrote a 
very good hand, aint was acquainted with figures : and 
all of them were sensible and well-behaved persons, 
who were ready to give Captain Cook every possible 
degree of information. The great difficulty, in the re- 
ception and communication of intelligence, arose from 
the want of an interpreter. On the 14lb, a Russian 
landed at Oonalashka, whose name was Erasim Gro- 
gorioff Sin Ismyloff, and who was the principal person 
among his countrymen in this and the neighbouring 
islands. Besides the intelligence which our com- 
mander derived from his convereation with Ismyloff, 
fiiir^ ^""^ "^V^ "^^^ ®° ^ "g»«' assisted by 
?h^ ^^i.t"^^'***'*'' ^^aractera* he obtained from him 
tne sight of two charts, and was permitted to copy 



PoSd^ tK!*' V^ **"** ^^^''^ *«^» of Tolo^hio in 
Sde« we^ tltt*}!'"** informed, that her m^esty's 
again wTthoiIthi,^ '^^^ ''^''^^ ^"^ ^^"^ *>«' dominions 
Sae, heB^eJdl^J'^^^ permission. During all this 

fetigie,VndwanVo¥r^^^^^ ««5°«»«- 

to a skeleton. Fro^^^Zlu^^ ^u "^^ &'Z''^ reduced 
Konigsberg; having Krf^" *** "*^**^ **'« ^*y ^^ 

ableheal.^and aSrlw "*«e™ble reason, in miser- 
his daring en^er^riT^ "M^Fi?*'^^"^/^''^Pg^^^^ «^ 
Banks, to whom he «*>«? <^ ^«^'»«* informs Sir Joseph 
*:ountof his transactfonl S.T L'^^jotime.a full i^ 
tarded in his^Jam-t^ k' ^^^^ ^^°°«** ^^ had been re- 
totally in vain ;'hb Xer^^^^ ^^ ^''t "^^ ^"^^"ued 

II,^^}^^ '«"er it ap^l"'^,S"Ji'*ave rendered them! 
- .-eddy as POeaihl^^S^oW^^^S^^^^^ 






"•^40. 
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■tancc, how«5Ter, «> honourable to the natives, that H 
nmst not be omitted. They are. to a 1 appearance. Ae 
most peaceable and inoffensive people our commander 
had ever met with ; and, with respect to honesty, tbey 
miffht serve as a pattern to countries, that are m tde 
hSiest state of civilization. A doubt is suggested, 
whether this disposition may not have been the conse- 

Joence of their present subjection to the Kussians. 
rom the affinity which was found to subsist between 
the dialects of the Greenlanders and Esquimanx, and 
those of the inhabitants of Norton's Sound *"^y?^ 
lashka, there is strong reason to believe, that all™J® 
nations are of the same extraction ; and, if that be the 
case, the existence of a northern communication ot 
•ome kind, by sea, between the west side of Ameri^ 
and the east side, through Baffin's Bay, can scarcely be 
doubted ; which communication, nevertheless, i6ay ef- 
fectually be shut up against ships, by ice and other im- 
pediments. 

While the vessels lay in Samganoodha harbour, Caf>- 
tain Cook exerted his usual diligence in making nauti- 
cal and astronomical observations. All things, on the 
S6th, having been gotten ready for his departure, he put 
to sea on that day, and sailed for the Sandwich Islands, 
it being his intention to spend a fow months there, and 
then to direct his course to Kamtschatka, so as to endea 
vour to reach that country by the middle of May, in the 
ensuing summer. 

On the 26th of November, when the ships had pro- 
ceeded southward tUl they came to the latitude of 20° 
5&, land was discovered, which proved to be an island 
of the name of Mowee, that had not hitherto been 
visited. It 18 one of the group of the Sandwich Islands. 
f?i™- ? last importance to procure a supply 

t/„5l !^/°°' *' ***?* »»^*"**». «^<^ experience.*had 
S,^^^/J-.?i!S5*°'*®^ ^*^*' **« co"W ^ave had no 

M oSer nmhSS?*' **«„P*«a8ed ; the captain published 

-^-^^^^rV^ih^'^Jy bi.SSf\nd Ca^. 
™* tnese pencils were enjoined to 
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Dade only for provisions and rerreshmnnt While 
our navigators lay off* Mo wee, which was for some 
days, a friendly intercourse was maintained with the 
inhabitants. 

Another island was discovered on the ?Oth^ which is 
called by the natives Owyhee. As it apt reared to be 
of greater extent and importance than any of the 
islands which had yet been visited in th'^s part of the 
world, Captain Cook spent nearly seven weeks in sail- 
ing round, and examining its coast. \S hilst he was 
thus employed, the inhabitants came off, from time to 
time, in their canoes, and readily eneaged in traffic 
with our voyagers. In the conduct of this business, 
the behaviour of the islanders was mow. entirely free 
from suspicion and reserve than our commander had 
ever yet experienced. Not wen the people of Ota- 
heite itself, with whom he hro been so intimately and 
repeatedly connected, had displayed such a full con- 
fidence in the integrity and good trefttment of the 
EDglisfa. 

Among the articles procured from the natives, was 
a quantity of sugar-cane. Upon a trial, Captain Cook 
found that a strong decoction of it pniduced a very 
pidatable beer; on which account, he ordered some 
more to be brewed for general use. When, however, 
the barrel >was broached, not one of the crew would 
taste of the liquor. As the captain had no motive in 
preparing this beverage, but that of sparing the mm 
and other spirits for a colder climate, ha did not exert 
either authority or persuasion to prevail upon the 
men to change their resolution; for be knew, that 
there was no danger df the scnrvjr, so long i(s a plenti- 
ful supply could be obtained of different vegetables. 
Nevertheless, that he might not be disappointed in his 
views, he gave orders tluit no grog should be served in 
the ships ; and he himself^ together with the officers, 
continued to make use of the sugar-cane beer, which 
was much improved by the addition of a few hops, 
that chanced to be still on boai;d. There could be no 
zeasonable doubt of its being a very wholesome liquor ; 
and ^et the inconsiderate crew alleged that it would be 
'jijunoos to their health. No peo^e are more averse 
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to erery kind of innovBtion than teamen, and their 
prejudices are extremely difficult to be conqaered. It 
was, however, by acting contrary to these prejodices, 
and Imt Tarioas deviations from establishea practice, 
that Captain Cook had been enabled ttf preserve his 
men from that dreadful distemper, the scurvy, which, 
perhaps, has destroyed more of our sailors, in their 
peaceful voyages, than have fallen by the enemy in 
military expeditions. 

As the captain was pursuing his examination of the 
coast of Owyhee, it havii^ fallen calm at one o'clock 
in the morning of the 19tn of December, the Resolu- 
tion was left to the mercy of a north-easterly swell, 
which impelled her fast towards the land ; so that lone 
before day-break, lights were seen from the land, which 
was not more than a leame distant. The night, at the 
same time, was dark, wira thunder, lightning, and rain. 
As soon as it was light, a dreadful surf, within half a 
league of the vessel, appeared breaking from the shore; 
■nd it was evident, that our navigators had been in the 
most perilous situation ; nor was the danger yet over ; 
for, in consequence of the veering of the wind, they 
were but just able to keep their distance from the coast. 
What rendered their situation more alarming was, that 
a rope of the main-topsail having given way, this occa* 
sioned the sail to be rent in two. In the same manner, 
the two top-gallant sails gave way, though they were 
not half worn opt. However, a favourable opportunity 
was seized of getting others to the yards ; ana the Be> 
solution again proceeded in safety. 

On the 16th of January, 1779, canoes arrived in such 
numbers from all parts, that there were not fewer than 
a thousand about the two ships, most of them crowded 
with people, and well laden with hogs and. other pro- 
ductions of the island. It was a satisfactory proot of 
their friendly intentions, that there was not a single 
person amongst them who had with him a weapon of 
any kind ; trade and curiosity alone appeared to be the 
motives which actuated their conduct. Among such 
multitudes, however, as, at times, were on bcnuxl, it 
will not be deemed surprising, that some should betray 
a thievish disposition. One of them took out of tin 
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RiMolation a boaVs nidder ; and made oflT with it so 
speedily, that it couM not be recovered. Captain Cook 
judged this to be a favourable opportunity of showing 
these people the use of fire-arms ; and accordingly he 
ordered two or three muskets, and as many four-pound- 
era, to be fired over the canoe, which carried off the 
nidder. It not being intended that any of the shot 
should take effect, the surrounding multitude of the na- 
tives seemed to be more surprised than terrified. 

Mr. Biigh, having been sent to examine a neighbour- 
ing bay, reported, on his return, that it had good an- 
chorage and fresh water, and that it was in an accessi- 
bh situation. Into this bay, therefore, the captain re- 
solved to carry the ships, in order to refit, and to ob- 
tain every refreshment which the place could afford. 
As nigbt approached, the greater part of the Indians 
retired on shore ; but nuraters of tnem requested per* 
mission to sleep on board ; in which request, curiosi^ 
(at least with regard to several of them) was not their 
sole motive ; for it was found the next morning, that 
various things were missing; on which account oar 
commander determined not to entertain so many per- 
sons another night. 

On the 17th, the ships came to an anchor in the ba^ 
which had been examined by Mr. Bligh, and which is 
called Karakakooa by the inhabitants. At this time^ 
the vessels continued to be much crowded with natives, 
and were surrounded with a multitude of canoes. 
Captain Cook, in the whole course of his voyages, had 
never seen so numerous a body of people assembled in 
one place. For, besides those who had come off to 
the English in their canoes, all the shore of the bay 
was covered with spectators, and many hundreds were 
swimming round the ships like shoals of fish. Car na- 
vigators could not avoid being greatly impressed with 
the singularity of this scene ; and perhaps there were 
few on board that now lamented the want of success 
which had attended the endeavours of getting home- 
ward, the last summer, by a northern passage. ** To 
this disappointment," says the captain, ** we owed our 
having it m our power to revisit the Sandwich Islands, 
and to enrich our voyage with a discovery, which, 
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thongfa the last, seemed, in many respects to be the i 
important that had hitherto heen made by Europeans, 
throughout the extent of the Pacific Ocean." 

Such is the sentence that concludes our commander's 
journal : and the satisfaction with which this sentence 
appears to have been written, cannot fail of striking the 
mind of every reader. little did Captain Cook then 
imaeine, that a discovery which promised to add no 
small honour to hb name, and to be productive of very 
agreeable consequences, should be so fatal in the result. 
Little did he think, that the island of Owyhee was des- 
tined to be the last scene of his exploits, and the cause 
of his destruction. 

The reception which the captain met with from the 
natives, on his proceeding to anchor in Karakakooa 
Bay, was flattering in the nighest degree. They came 
off from the shore in astonishing numbers, and ex- 
pressed their joy by singing and shouting, and by ex« 
nibiting a variety of wild and extravagant gestures. 
Pkreea, a young man of great authority, and Kaneena, 
another chief, had already attached themselves to ooi 
commander, and were very useful in keeping their coun- 
trymen from being troublesome. 

During the long cruize of our navigators joff the 
island of Owyhee, the inhabitants had almost unirer- 
sally behaved with great fairness and honesty in theit 
dealings, and had not shown the slightest propensity 
to thefc : and this was a fact the more extraordinary, as 
those with whom our people hadshitherto maintained 
any intercourse, were of the lowest rank, being either 
servants or fishermen. But, after the arrival of the 
Resolution and Discovery in Karakakooa Bay, the case 
was greatly altered. The immense crowd of islanders 
that blocked up every part of the ships, not only af- 
forded frequent opportunities of pilfering without risk 
of detection ; but held out, even if they shrmld be de- 
tected, a prospect of escaping with impunity, from the 
superiority of their numbers to that of the English. 
Another circumstance, to which the alteration in the 
conduct of the natives might be ascribed, arose from the 
presence and encouragement of their chiefs, into whose 
possession the booty might be traced, and whom then 
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WIS reason to suspect of being the instigators of the de* 
jiredations that were committed. 

Soon after the Resolution had gotten into her station^ 
Pareea and Kaneena brought on board a third chief, 
named Koah, who was represented as being a priest, 
and as having, in his early youth, been a distinguished 
warrior. In the evening, Captain Cook, attended by 
Mr. Bayley and Mr. King, accompanied Koah on shore. 
Upon this occasion, the captain was received with very 
peculiar and extraordinary ceremonies ; with ceremonies 
that indicated the highest respect on the part of the na- 
tives, and which, indeed, seemed to fall little short of 
adoraiion. 

One principal object that engaged our commander's 
attention at Owyhee, was the salting of hogs for sea- 
store ; in which his success was far more complete than 
had been . attained in any former attempt of the same 
kind. It doth not appear, that experiments relative to 
this subject had been made by the navigators of any 
nation before Captain Cook. His first trials were in 
1774, during his second voj^age round the world ; when 
his success, though very imperfect, was nevertheless, 
sufficient to encourage his farther efforts, in a matter of 
so much importance. As the present voyage was likely 
to be protracted a year beyond the time for which the 
ships were victualled, he was under a necessity of pro- 
viding, by some such method, for the subsistence ot the 
orewB, or of relinquishing the prosecution of his dis- 
coveries. Accordingly, he lost no opportunity of jp- 
newing his attempts ; and the event answered his most 
sanguine expectations. Captain King brought home with 
him some of the pork, which was pickled at Owyhee 
in January, 1779 ; and, upon its being tasted by several 
persons in England about Chri8tmas,,1780,it was found 
to bo perfectly sound and wholesome. It seemed to be 
destined, that in every instance Captain Cook should 
excel ail who had gone before him, in promoting the 
purposes of navigation. 

On the 26th, the captain had his first interview with 
Terreeoboo, the king of the island. The meeting was 
conducted with a variety of ceremonies, among which, 
the custom of making an exchange of names, which, 
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Bmonpt an die {slanders of the Fidfic Ocean is iIm 
strongest i^edge of friendship, was obserred. When the 
formalities of the interview were over, oar comntandei 
carried Terreeohoo, and as many chiefs as the pinnace 
coold hold, on board the Resolution. They were re- 
ceived, on this occasion, with every mark of respect that 
could be shown them ; and, in return (or a beautiful and 
splendid feathered cloak which the king had bestow ed 
on Captain Cook, the captain put a linen shirt on his 
m»e8ty, and girt bis own hanger round him. 

In the progress of the intercourse which was main- 
tained between our voyagers and the natives, the qtiiet 
and inoffensive behaviour of the latter took away every 
apprehension of danger; so that the English trusied 
themselves among them at all times, and in all sitaations. 
The instances of kindness and civility which our people 
eiperienced from them were so numerous, that titey 
could not easily be recounted. A society of priests in 
particular, displayed a generosity and munificence, of 
which no eqOal example had hitherto been given : for 
they furnished a constant supply of hogs and vegetaMes 
to our navigators, without ever demanditag a return, or 
even hinting at it in the most distant manner. All ihis 
was said to be done at the expense of a great man among 
them, who was at the head of their body, whose name 
was Kaoo, and who on other occasions manifested his 
attachment to the English. There was not always so 
much reasoh to be satisfied With the conduct of the >Kar- 
rior chiefs, or earees, as with that of the priests. Indeed, 
the satisfaction that was derived from the usual gentle- 
ness and hospitality of the inhabitants, was i!requentlT 
interrupted by the propensity of many of them to steal- 
ing ; and this circumstance was the more distressing, as 
it sometimes obliged our commander and the other o£5- 
cers to have recourse to acts of severity, which I hey 
would willingly have avoided, if the necessity of the 
case had not absolutely called for them. 

Though the kfnd and liberal behaviour of the natives 
continu^ without remission, Terreeoboo, and his chiefs, 
began at length to be very inquisitive about the time 
m which our voyagers were to take their departure. 
Nor will this be deemed surprising, when it is cons»' 
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stored, that, daringr sixteen dayi in which the English 
had been in the bay of Karakakooa, they had made an 
enormous consumption of ho^ and vegetables. It 
did not appear, however, that Terreeoboo had aLy 
other view in his inquiries, than a desire of making 
aufficient preparation tojr dismissing our navigators with 
presents suitable to the respect and kindness towards 
them which he had always displayed. For, on hia 
being informed, that they were to leave the island in a 
day or two, it was observed, that a kind of proclama- 
tion was immediately made through the villages, re- 
quiring the people to bring in their hogs and ve- 
getables, for the king to present to the orono,* on hjs 
quitting the country. Accordingly, on the 3d of Fe- 
bruary, being the day preceding the time which had 
been fixed for the sailing of the ships, Terreeoboo 
invited Captain Cook and Mr. King to attend him to 
the place where Kttoo resided. On their arrival, they 
found the ground covered with parcels of cloth, at a 
small distance from which lay an immense quantity of 
vegetables ; and near them was a large herd of hogs 
At the close of the visit, the greater part of the cloth, 
and the whole of the hogs and vegetables, were given 
by Terreeoboo to the captain and Mr. King ; who were 
astonished at the value and magnificence of the present; 
for it far exceeded every thing of the kind which they 
had seen, either at the Friendly o)* Society Islands Mr. 
King had in so high a degree conciliated the affections 
and gained the esteem, of the inhabitants of Owyhee, 
that, with offers of the most flattering nature, he was 
strongly solicited to remain in the country Terreeoboo 
and Kaoo waited upon Captain Cook, whose son they 
supposed Mr. King to be, with a formal request, that 
!ie might be lefl behind. To avoid giving a positive re- 
fusal to an offer which was so kindly intended, the cap- 
tain told them that he could not part with Mr. King at 
that time, but that, on his return to the island in the next 
year, he would endeavour to settle the matter to their 
satisfaction. 

* Orono was a title of high honour, which had been 
bestowed on Captain Cook. 
Vol. U. K 7 
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Early on the 4th, the ships sailed out of Karakftkooi 
Bay, being followed by a large number of canoes. It 
was our commander's design, before he visited th« 
oiher iflUnds, to finish the survey of Owyhee, in hopes 
of meeting with a road better sheltered than the bay he 
had just left. In case of not succeeding in this respect, 
he purposed to take a view of the south-east part of 
Mowee, where he was informed that he should find an 
excellent harbour. 

The circumstances which brought Captain Cook 
back to Karakakooa Bay, and the unhappy conse- 
quences that followed, I shall give from Mr. Samwell't 
narrative of his death. This narrative was, in the most 
obliging manner, communicated to me in manuscript, 
by Mr. Simwell, with entire liberty to make such use 
of it as J should judge proper. Upon a perusal of it, its 
importance struck me in so strong a light, that 1 wish- 
ed to have it separately laid before the world. Accord- 
ingly, with Mr. SamwelPs concurrence, I procured ita 
riblication,that,if any objections should be made to it, 
might be able to notice them in my own work. As 
the narrative hath continued for more than two vears 
unimpeached and uncontradicted, I esteem myself fully 
authorised to insert it in this place, as containing the 
most complete and authentic account of the melancholy 
cata&trophe, which, at Owyhee, befel our illustrious 
nav'intor and commander. 

•• On the 6th, we were overtaken by a gale of wind ; 
and the next night, the Resolution had the misfortune 
of springing the head of the foremast, in such a dan* 
gerous manner, and Captain Cook was obliged to re- 
turn to Keragegooah,* in order to have it repaired ; 

* It is proper to take notice, that Mr. Sam well spella 
the names ot several persons and places differentlvfroni 
what is done in the history of the voyage. For in* 
stance, 
Karakakooa he calls Ke, rag, e, goo« ah, 

Terreeoboo, -: Kariopoo, 

Kowrowa, . Kavaroah, 

Kaneecab areea, — -> Kaneekapo, herei, 

** "' I maiha, — — - Ka, mea, mea. 
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for we could find no other conyenient harbotir on the 
island. The same gale had occasioned moch distress 
among some canoes, that had paid us a visit from the 
shore. One of them, with two men and a child on 
board, was picked up by the Resolution, and rescued 
from destruction : the men, having toile^ hard all 
night, in attempting to reach the land, were so mcch 
exhausted, that they could hardly mount the ship's 
side. When they got upon the quarter-deck, they burst 
into tears, and seemed much affected with the danger- 
ous situation from which they had escaped ; but the lit- 
tie child appeared lively and cheerful. One of the Re- 
solution's boats was also so fortunate, as to save a man 
and two women, whose canoe had been upset by the 
violence of the waves. They were brought on board, 
and, with the others, partook of the kindness and ho- 
manity of Captain Cook. 

." On the morning of Wednesday, the 10th, we were 
within a few miles of the harbour; and were soon 
joined by several canoes, in which appeared many of 
oar old acquaintance, who seemed to have come to 
welcome us back. Among them was Coo,- aha, a 
priest ; he had brought a small pi^, and some cocoa 
nuts in his hand, which, after having chanted a few 
sentences, he presented to Captain Clerke. He then 
left us, and hastened on board the Resolution, to per* 
form the same friendly ceremony before Captain Cook. 
Having but light winds all that day we could not gain 
the harbour. In the afternoon, a chief of the first rank, 
and nearly related to Kariopoo, paid us a visit on board 
the Discovery. His name was Ka, mea, mea: be 
was dressed in a very rich feathered cloak, which 
he seemed to have brought for sale, but would part 
with it for nothing except iron ^aggers. These, the 
chiefs, some time before our departure, had preferred 
to every other article ; for, having received a plentiful 
supply of hatchets and other tools, they began to col- 
lect a store of warlike instruments. Kameamea pro^ 
cured nine dagpiers for his cloak ; and, being pleased 
with his reception, he and his attendants slept on board 
that Digfat. 
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*w ^ the ship* *"* 

«1„ tf» morning of the "'^F«^»^pa«ti«n "'^ 

mast, Wewereviaued butby ^^^ on our 
cause there were but Je'^JV parts ^^^-^JnUect 
parture, those belonging ^o^^^Je again t^/f"^^ 
Fo their' several h'^bitations. and were S expect to be 

from various quarters, ^f^'fJl^'Ze had «n^S«uf a 
surrounded by such °»"*^>'"^^^„;;n;i walked a^"',,* 
in that harbour. In the *"f.^"°°"indian fnend, wfto 
mile into the country, to visit an i les.in/ 

!,ad, a few days before, come n«f ^^j j^y becalm^ 
small canoe, to see me, while the sn F ,^ of wind 

M the canoe had not left "\l°"^^eXncc : h^'^^^I^S 
came on. I was alarmed for the conse^^en escaped 

I had the pleasure to find, that my J^7„,ae8. J ^^^ 
unhurt, though not without ^""^l.^'^^UBe it sffdrfed 
notice of this short excursion, merely Dec ^jed no 

me an opportunity of observing, that t*^^^^^ ^ i„babi. 
change in the disposition or behaviour o ^^ j, 

tantsf I saw nothing that «<?"»** J^Jeturn, or jealooa 
that- they were displeased with our rej^ ^^^ contrary, 
f.f the intention of our second .▼ij"* ^ , always charac- 
that abundant good nature, which "f ^ * bosom, *»« 
rerised them, seemed still to glow m every 
to animate every countenance. *K-qhiDS were p"^ 

"The next day, February the l^th, the snip ^^ 

under a taboo, by the chiefs : a solemnuy, ^l^e 

that was requisite to be observed. ^j^J^J^lfier hi« re 

IvJng, paid his first visit to Captain ^j'^' o„ board 

tnrn. He waited upon him the same aa^. ^^^ of 

the Resolution, attended by a large /f^^"^ Cook; 

which bore the presents designed for yapi ^„d 

who received him in his usual friepdl^ ^icable ce- 

g*ve him several ar cles in return. A ^-Lnlved ; mat- 

remony being settled, the taboo was dis^oi ^^^ 

[ers went on in the usual train ; f"**,^"® Jtives in great 

braary the 13th, we were visited by ^"C nau ^^ ^^ 

namber^: the Resolution's mast was lanae^^^giia. 

astronomical observatories erected on tneir ^^^^ 

««oii. I landed, with another gentleman ai "» 
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of Kavaroah, where we found a groat number of ca- 
ooes, just arrived from different parts of the island, 
and the Indians busy in conatructinp: temporary huia 
on the beach, for their residence dunng the stay of the 
ahips. On our return on board the Discovery, wd 
learned, that an Indian had been detected in stealing 
the armourer^s tongs from the forge, for which he re 
ceived a pretty severe flogging, and was sent out of the 
ship. Notwithstanding the example made of this man 
in the afternoon another had the audacity to snatch the 
tongs and a chisel from the same place, with which ho 
jumped overboard, and swam tor the shore. The 
master and a midshipman were instantly despatched 
after him, in the small cutter. The Indian, seeing him- 
self pursued, made for a canoe; his countrymen took 
him on board, and paddled as swift as they could to- 
wards the shore ; we fired several muskets at them, 
but to no effect, for they soon got out of the reach of 
our shot, j'areah, one of the chi«?f8, who was at that 
time on board the Discovery, understanding what had 
happened, immediately went ashore, promising: to bring 
tack the stolen goods. Our boat was so far distanced, 
in chasing the canoe which had taken the thief on 
board, that he had time to make his escape into the * 
country. Captain Cook, who was then ashore, endea- 
voured to intercept his landing; but, it seems, that he 
was led out of the wav by some of the natives, who 
had officiously intruded themselves as guides. As the 
master was approaching near the landing-place he was 
met by some of the Indians in a canoe : they had brought 
back the tongs and chisel, together with another arti- 
cle, that we had not missed, which happened to be the 
lid of the watei^cask. Having recovered these thin{r9, 
he was returning on board, when he was met by the Re- 
solution's pinnace, with five men in her, who, without 
any orders, had come from the observatories to his as- 
sistance. Being thus unexpectedly reinforced, he 
thought himself strong enough to insist upon having the 
thief, or the canoe which took him in, delivered up as 
reprisals. With that view he turned back ; and having 
found the canoe on the beach, he was preparing to 
launch it into the water, when Pareah made his ap- 
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peanmce, and ioftuted apon hw not utinc it away, aa 
It wai hia property. The officer not reg^uiof him, the 
chief seized upon him, pinioned his anns behind, and 
held him by the hair of his head ; on which one of the 
Bailors struck him with an oar : Pareah iusuntly quit- 
ted the officer, snatched the oar out of the man*s hand, 
and snapped it in two across his knee. At length the 
multituae began to attack oar people with stones. ThoT 
made some resistance, but were soon overpowered, 
and obliged to swim for safety to the small cutter, which 
Jay farther out than the pinnace. The officers, not be- 
ing expert swimmers, retreated to a small rock in the 
water, where they were closely pursued by the Indians. 
One man darted a broken oar at the master ; but his 
foot slippine at the time, he missed him, which foitn- 
nately saved that offioer*s life. At last, P&reah inter- 
fered, and putv an end to their Tiolence. The gentle- 
men, knowing that his presence was their only defence 
a^inst the fury of the natives, entreated him to stay 
with them, till they could get off in the boats : but that 
he refused, and left them. The master went to seek 
assistance from.the party at the observatories; but the 
midshipman chose to remain in the pinnace. He was 
very rudely treated by the mob, who plundered the 
boat of every thing that was loose on board, and then 
began to knock her to pieces, for the sake of the iron- 
work; but Pareah fortunately returned in time to pre- 
vent her destruction. He had met the other ^ntleman 
on his way to the observatories, and suspecting his er- 
rand, had forced him to return. He dispersed the crowd 
again, and desired the gentlemen to return on board ; 
they represented, that all the oais had been taken out 
of the boat on which he brought some of them back, 
and the gentlemen were glad to get off without farther 
molestation. They had not proceeded far, before they 
were overtaken by Pareah, in a canoe, he delivered the 
midshipman's cap, which had been taken from him in 
the scuffle, joined noses with them, in token of recon- 
ciliation, and was anxious to know if Captain Cook 
would kill him for what had happened. They assured 
him of the contrary, and made signs of friendship to him 
'n return. He then left them, and paddled over to the 
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town of Kavaroab, and that was the ]ast time we ever 
•aw him. Captain Cook returned on board soon after, 
much displeased with the whole of this disagreeable 
business ; and the same night~^nt a lieutenant on board 
the Discovery to learn the particulars of it, as it had 
originated in that ship. 

** It was rem'irkable, that in the midst of the huny 
and confusion attending this aflTair, Kanynah ( a chief 
who had alwajs been on terms particularly friendly 
with us) came from the spot where it happened, with a 
hog to sell on board the Discovery : it was of an extra- 
ordinary large size, and he demanded for it a pahowa, 
or dagger, of an unusual len^h. He poimed to us, 
that it must be as lone as his arm. Captain Clerko 
not having one of that length, told him, he would ^t 
one made for him by the morcing ; with which being 
satisfied, he left the hog, and went ashore without mak 
ing any stay with us. It will not be altogether foreign 
Co the subject, to mention a circumstance that happen 
ed to-day on board the Resolution. An Indian chief 
asked Captain Cook, at his table, if he was a Tata Toa; 
which means a fighting man, or a soldier. Being an- 
swered in the affirmative, he desired to see his wounds. 
Captain Cook held out his right hand, which had a scar 
upon it, dividing the thumb from the fin|;er, the whole 
length of the meitacarpal bones. The Indian, being thus 
convinced of his being a Toa, pot the same i^nestion to 
another gentleman present, but he happened to have 
none of those distinguishing marks : the chief then said, 
that he himself was a Toa, and showed the scars of 
some wounds he had received in baUle. Those wHo 
were on duty at the observatories, were disturbed, dur- 
ing the night, with shrill and melancholy sounds, issu- 
ing from the adjacent villages, which they took to be 
the lamentations of the women. Perhaps the quarrel 
between us might have filled their minds with apprehen- 
sions for the safety of their husbands : but be that as it 
may, their mournful cnes struck the sentinels with nii- 
ttsual awe and terror. 

** To widen the breach between us, some of the In- 
dians, in the night, took away the Discovery*! large 
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cotter, which lay swamped at the buoy of one of her 
anchors : they had earned her off so quietly that we 
did not miss her till the morning, Sunday, February the 
14th. Captain Gierke lost no time in waiting upon 
Captain Cook, to acquaint him with the accident ; be 
returned on board with orders for the launch and small 
cutter, to go, under the command of the second lieute- 
nant, and lie off the east point of the bay, in order to in- 
tercept all canoes that might attempt to get out ; and, 
if he found it necessary, to fire upon them. At the 
same time, the third lieutenant of the Resolution, with 
the launch and small cutter, was sent on the same ser- 
vice, to the opposite point of the bay ; and the master 
was despatched in the large cutter, in pursuit of a dou- 
ble canoe, already under sail, making the best of her 
way out of the harbour. He soon came up with her, 
and by firing a few muskets, drove her on shore, and 
the Indians lefl her : this happened to be the canoe of 
Omea, a man who bore the title of Orono. He was on 
board himself, and it would have been fortunate, if 
our people bad secured him, for his person was held 
as sacred as that of the king. During this time. Cap- 
tain Cook was preparing to go ashore himself, at the 
town of Kavaroah, in order to secure the person of 
Kariopoo, before he should have time to withdraw him- 
self to another part of the island, out of our reach. This 
appeared the most effectual step that could be taken on 
the present occasion, for the recovery of the boat. It 
was the measure he had invariably pursued, in similar 
cases, at other islands in these seas, and it had always 
been attended with the desired success: in fact, it 
would be difficult to point out any other mode of pro* 
ceeding on these emergencies, likely* to attain the ob> 
ject in view : we had reason to suppose, that the king 
and his attendants had fled when the alarm was first 
given : in that case, it was Captain Cook's intention to 
secure the large canoes which were hauled up oo the 
beach. He left the ship about seven o'clock, attended 
by the lieutenant of marines, a seijcant, corporal, and 
seven private men : the pinnace's crew were also 
armed, and under the command of Mr. Roberts. As 
diey rowed towards the shore, Captain Cook ordered 
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the laoTicb to leave her station at the west point of the 
bay, in order to assist his own boat. This is a circum- 
stance worthy of notice ; for it clearly shows, that he 
was not unapprehensive of meeting with resistance 
front the natives, or unmindful of the necessary prepa- 
lation for the safety of himself and his people. I will 
Tentttre to say, that, from the appearance of thinn 
just at that time, there was not one, beside himsell^ 
who judged that such precaution was absolutely requi- 
site: so little did bis conduct, on the occasion, bear 
the marks of rashnes^, or a precipitate self-confidence ! 
He landed, with the marines, at the upper end of the 
town of Kavaroah : the Indians immediately flocked 
round, as usual, and showed him the customary marks 
of respect, by prostrating themselves bef«>re him. — 
There were no signs of hostilities, or much alarm 
among them. Captain Cook, however, did not seem 
willing to trust to appearances; but was particularly 
attentive to the disposition of the marines, and to have 
them kept clear or the crowd. He firpt inquired for 
the king 8 sons, two youths who were much attached 
to him, and generally his companions on board. Mes- 
sengers being sent for them, they soon came to him, 
and informing him, that their father was asleep, at a 
bouse not far from them, he accompanied them thither, 
and took the marines along with them. As he passed 
along, the natives every where prostrated themselves 
before him, and seemed to have lost no part of that 
respect they had always shown to his person. He was 
joined by several chiefs, among whom was Kanynah, 
mnd his brother Koohowrooah. t^ey kept the crowd 
in order, according to their usual custom ; and, being 
ignorant of his intention m coming on shore, fre^- 
quently asked him, if he wanted any hogs, or other pro- 
visions: he told them that he did not, and that his 
business was to see the king. When he arrived at the 
house, he ordered some of the Indians to go in, ana 
inform Kariopoo, that he waited without to speak with 
him. They came out two or three times, and instead 
of returning any answer from the king, presented some 
iMeces of red cloth to him, which made Captain Cook 
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aspect that he was not in the house ; ^^ *«'J|(f,^JS 
sired the lieutenant of mannes to go m. The Ueuteiw ^ 
found the old man just awaked from sleep, »»<* f ®™. 
ingly alarmed at the message ; bat he ^ajne out wi^out 
hiitation. Captain Cook took him by the hand and m 
a friendly manner asked him to go on board, to wliico 
he very liadily consented. Thus far matters appear^ 
in a favourable train, and the natives did not »eein muctt 
alarmed or apprehensive of hostility ono"^.*^®- * 
which Captain Cook expressed himself a little sur^ 
prised, saying, that as the inhabitants of that town ap- 
pteared innocent of stealing the cutter, he 8no"J«* "^ 
molest them, but that he must get the king on boaia. 
Kariopoo sat down before his door, and was 8«'«>"'?»*J 
by a great crowd: Kanynah and his brother were bjrtn 
very active in keeping order among them. In « ""*" 
time, however, the Indians were observed arming tliem 
selves with long spears, clubs, and daggers, and Piling 
on thick mats which they use as armour. This liostue 
appearance increased, and became more alarming, on 
the arrival of two men -n a canoe from the opposite siae 
of the bay, with the news of a chief called Kareemo 
having been killed by ono of the Discovery's bo^. -Af* 
their passage across, th^^r had also delivered this ac- 
count to each of the ships. Upon that information the 
women, who were sitting upon the beach at their 
breakfasts, and conversing familiarly with our people in 
the boats, retired, and a confused murmur spread through 
the crowd. An old priest came to Captain Cook, with 
& cocoa-nut in his hand, which he held out to him as a 
present, at the same time singing very loud. He wa» 
often desired to be silent, but in vain ; be continued 
importunate and troublesome, and there was no such 
thing as getting rid of him or his noise : it seemed as 
if he meant to divert their attention from his country- 
men, who were growing more tumultuous, and arming 
themselves in every quarter. Captain Cook, being at 
the same time surrounded by a great crowd, thought 
his situation rather hazardous : he therefore ordered 
the lieutenant of marines to march his small party to 
UM waterside, where the boats lay within a few yirdi 
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df the ihore : the Indians readily made a lane for them 
to pass, and did not offer lo inierrupt them. The dis- 
tance they had to go might be about fifty or sixty 
yards; Captain Cook followed, having hold of Kario 
poo*a hand, who accompanied him very willingly : ha 
was attended by his wife, two sons, and several chiefs 
The troublesome old priest followed, making the same 
savage noise. Keowa, the youneer son, went directly 
into the pinnace, expecting bis father to follow^ but just 
18 he arrived at the water-side, his wife threw her arms 
about his neck, and with the assistance of two chieft, 
forced him to sit down by the side of a double canoe. 
Captain Cook expostulated with them, but to no pur- 
pose : thev would not suffer the king to proceed, telline 
nim, that be would be put to death if he went on boanl 
the ship. Kariopoo, wnose conduct seemed entirely re- 
signed to the will of others, hung down his head, and 
appeared much distressed. 

** While the king was in this situation, a chief^ well 
known to us, of the name of Coho, was observed 
lurking near, with an iron dagger, partly concealed 
under nis cloak, seemingly with the intention of stab- 
bing Captain Cook, or the Mentenant of marines. The 
latter proposed to fire at him, but Captain Cook would 
not permit it.. Coho closin{; upon them, obliged the 
oiBcer to strike him with his piece, which made him 
retire. Another Indian laid hold of the Ber^;eant*8 
musket, and endeavoured to wrench it from him, bat 
was prevented by the lieutenant*! making a blow at 
him. Captain Cook, seeing the tumult increase, and 
the Indians growing more daring and resolute, ob- 
■erred, that if be were to take the king off by force, 
be could not do it without sacrificing the lives of many 
of his people. He then paused a little, and was on the 
point of giving hi« orders to re-embark, when a man 
threw a stone at him ; which he returned with a dis- 
charge of small shot (with which one barrel of his dou- 
ble piece was loaded.) The man having a thick mat 
before him, received little or no hurt : he brandished 
hie spear, and threatened to dart it at Captain Cook, 
who Mwig still unwilling to take away his life, instead 
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of firing with ball, knocked him down with his mna- 
ket He expostulated strongly with the most forward 
of the crowd, upon their turbulent behaviour. He had 
given up all thoughts of getting the king on board, as 
it appeared impracticable ; and his care was then onlj 
to act on the defensive, and^Co secure a safe embaikaUon 
for his small party, which was closely pressed by a body 
of several thousand people. Keowa, the king's son, 
who w|p in the pinnace, being alarmed on hen ring the 
first firing, was, at his own entreaty, put on shore again ; 
for even at that time, Mr. Roberts, who commanded her, 
did not apprehend that Captain Cook's person was in 
any danger: otherwise he would have detained the 
prince, which, no doubt, would have been a great check 
on the Indians. One man was observed, behind a dou- 
ble canoe, in the action of darting his spear at Captain 
Cook, who was forced to fire at him In his own de- 
fence, but happened to kill another close to him, equally 
fomrard in the tumult : the sergeant observing that he 
had missed the man he aimed at, received orders to fire 
at him, which he did, and killed him. By this time, 
the impetuosity of the Indians was somewhat repressed , 
they fell back in a body, anu seemed staggered : but be- 
ing pushed on by those behind, they returned to the 
charge, and poured a volley of stones among the ma- 
rines, who, without waiting for orders, returned it with 
a general discharge of musketry, which wa^ instantly 
followed by a fire from the boats. At this Captain 
Coo!k was heard to express his astonishment : he waved 
his hand to the boats, called to them to cease firing, and 
to come nearer in to receive the marines. Mr. Roberts 
immediately brought the pinnace as close to the shore as 
he could, without grounding, notwithstanding the show- 
ers of stones that fell among the people : but , 
the lieutenant who commanded in the launch, instead 
of pulling in, to the assistance of Captain Cook, with- 
drew his boat farther off, at the moment that every 
thing seems tb have depended upon the timely exer 
tions of those "in the boats. By bis own account, he 
mistook the signal ; but be that as it may, this circum* 
•Umce appears to me, to have decided the fatal, turn of 
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die affair, and to have removed erery chance which 
remained with Captain Cook, of escaping with his 
life. The businees of saving the marines out of the 
water, in consequence of that, fell altogether upon tiio 
pinnace; which thereby became so much crowded, 
that the crew were, in a great measure, prevented from 
using, their fire-arms, or giving what assistance they 
otherwise might have done to Captain. Cook; so that 
he seems, at the most critical point of time, to have 
wanted the assistance of both boats, owing to the re^ 
moval of the launch. For, notwithstanding that they 
kept up a fire on the crowd, from the situation to which 
they removed in that boat, the fatal confusion which 
<^n8ued on her being withdrawn, to say the l^ast of it, 
must have prevented the full effect, that the prompt 
co-operation of the two boats, according to Captain 
Cook's orders, must have had, towards the preserva- 
tion of himself and his people.* At that time, it was 
to the boats alone that Captain Cook had to look for 
Ills safety, for, when the marines had fired, the Indians 
rushed among them, and forced them into the water, 
where four of them were killed : their lieutenant was 
wounded, but fortunately escaped, and was taken up by 
the pinnace. Captain Cook was then the only one re- 
maining on the rock : he was observed making for the 
pinnace, holding his left hand against the back of his 
head, to guard it from the stones, and carrying his mus- 
ket under the other arm. An Indian was seen following 
him, but with caution and timidity : for he stopped once 
or twice, as if undetermined to proceed. At last he ad- 
vanced upon him unawares, and with a large club, or 
common stake, gave him a blow on the back of the 
head, and then precipitately retreated. The stroke 



* I have been informed on the best authority, that, ia 
the opinion of Captain Philips, who commanded the 
marines, and whose judgment must be of the greatest 
weight, it is extremely doubtful whether any thing 
could successfully have been done to preserve the life 
of Captain Cook, even if no mistake had been cettfe* 
mitted on the port of the launch. 
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to steal the boat : the king did not seem to be myj ta 
ili or even apprised of what had happened, till Captain 
Cook landed. 

**It was generally remarked, that, at first, the Indiana 
showed great resolution in facing our fire-arms ; bat it 
was entirely owing to ignorance of their effect. They 
thought that their thick mats would defend them from 
a ball, as well as from a stone ; but being soon con- 
vinced of their error, yet still at a loss to account how 
such execution was done among them, they had recourse 
tA a stratagem, which, though it answered no other pur- 
pose, served to show their ingenuity and quickness of 
invention. Observing the flashes of the muskets, the^ . 
naturally concluded, that water would counteract their 
eifect, and therefore, very sagaciously, dipped their mats, 
or armour, in the sea, just as they came on to face our 
people : but finding this last resource to fail them, they 
soon dispersed, and left the beach entirely clear. It 
was an object they never neglected, even at the greatest 
hasard, to carry off their slain ; a custom, probably 
owing to the barbarity with which they treat the dead 
body of an enemy, and the trophies they make of his 



In consequence of this barbaric of disposition, the 
whole remains of Captain Cook could not be recovered. 
For, though every exertion was made for that par- 
pose ; thoueh negotiations and threatenings were alter- 
nately employed, little more than the principal part 
of his bones (and that with great difficulty) could be 
procured. By the possession of them, our navigators 
were enabled to perform the last offices to their eminent 
and unfortunate commander. The bones, having been 
put into a coffin, and the service beine read over them, 
were committed to the deep, on the 2 1st, with the 
Usual military honours. What were the feelings of the 
companies of both the ships, ou this occasion, must be 
left to the world to conceive ; for those who were pre- 
sefnt know, that it is not in the power of any pen to ex- 
press them. 

A promotion of officers followed the decease of Cap- 
tain Cook. Captain Clerke having succeeded of course 

Vol. II. L 7* . 
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to the command of the expedition, removed on 
the Resolution. By hira Mr. Gore was appointed ca|>- 
tain of the Discovery, and the rest of the lieutenants 
obtained an addition of rank, in their proper order. JM&r- 
Harvey, a midshipman, who had been in the last as well 
as f ae present voyage, was promoted to the vacant 
lieutenancy. 

Not long after Captain Cook's death, an event oe- 
cnrred in Europe, which had a particular relation to 
the voyage of our navigator, and which was so honour* 
aWs to himself, and to the great nation from whom it 
proceeded, that it is no small pleasure to me to be 
able to lay the transaction somewhat at large befom 
my readers. What I refer to is, the letter which was 
issued, on the 19th of March, 1779, by M. Sartine, se- 
cretary of the marine department at Paris, and sent to 
all the commanders of French ships. The r^crip* 
was as follows : ** Captain Cook, who sailed from Ply- 
mouth in July, 1776, on board the Resolution, in com- 
pany with the Discovery, Captain Gierke, in order to 
make some discoveries on the coasts, islands, and seas 
of Japan and California, being on the point of retam- 
ing to Europe ; and such discoveries being of generui 
utility to ail nations, it is the king's pleasure, that Cap- 
tain Cook shall be treated as a commander of a neu* 
tral and allied power, and that all captains of armed 
vessels, &c- who may meet that famous navigator, shall 
make him acquainted with the king's orders on this 
behalf, but, at the sa^ne time, let him know, that on his 
part he must refrain from ail hostilities." By the Mai^ 
quis of Condorcet we are informed, that this measure 
originated in the liberal and enlightened mind of that 
excellent citizen and statesman, M. Turgpt. ** When 
war, says the marquis, " was^declared between France 
and England, M. Turgot saw how honourable it would 
be to the French nation, that rbe vessel of Captain 
Cook should be treated with respect at sea. He com- 
posed a memorial, in which he proved, that honour, 
reason, and even interest, dictated this act of respect 
«?! ?hTS *"** ? "^J? *" consequence of this memo- 
nal, the author of which was unknown during his 
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Mb, diat an order was given not to treat as an enemy, 
the common benefactor of every European nation." 

Whilst great praise is due to M. Targot, for having 
Miffgested the adoption of a measure wnich hath con- 
tributed so much to -the reputation of the French go- 
vernment, it must not be forgotten, that the fisst thought 
of such a plan of conduct was probably owing to Dr. 
Benjamin Franklin. Thus much, at least, is certain, 
that this eminent philosopher, when ambassador at Paris 
from the United States of America, preceded the court 
of France in issuing a similar requisition ; a copy of 
which cannot fail of being acceptable to the reader. 

" To all Captains and Commanders of armed Ships 
acting by Commission from the Congress of'tne 
UnitM States of America, now in war with Groat 
Britain. 

** Gentlemen, 

** A ship having been fitted out from England before 
the commencement of this war, to make discoreries of 
new countries, in unknown seas, under the conduct of 
that most celebrated navigator and discoverer, Captain 
Cook ; an undertaking truly laudable in itself, as the 
increase of geographical knowledge facilitates the com* 
manication between distant nations, in the eicbange 
of useful products and manufactures, and the exten- 
sion of arts, whereby the common enjoyments of hu- 
man life are multiplied and augmented, and science of 
other kinds increased, to the benefit of mankind in 
generals — This is therefore most eamesdv to recom- 
mend' to erery one of you, that in case the said snip, 
which is now expected to be soon in the European 
seas on her return, should happen to fall into your 
hands, you would not consider her as an enemy, nor 
•ufifer any plunder to be made of the eflfects contained 
in her, nor obstruct her immediate return to England, 
bv detaining her, or sending her into any other part of 
Europe, or to America ; but that you would treat the 
ssid Captain Cook and his people with all civility and 
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kiodnew, affording them, u Gommon fnendi to man- 
k jud, all the assistance in your power, which they mar 
happen to stand in need ofi In so doing, you will 
not only gratify the generosity of your own dispo- 
sitions, but there is no doubt of your obtaining the 
approbation of the Congress, and your other American 
owners. 

** I have the honour to be, 
Gentlemen, 
Your most obedient, 
** At Passy, near Pa- humble servant, 
ris, this 10th day of ' R Franklin, 

March, 1779. " Minister Plenipotentiary 

from the Congress of tiie 
United States, at the Court 
of France." 

It is obeerrable, that, as Dr. Franklin acted on hif 
own authority, he could only earnestly recommend to 
the commanders of American armed vessels not to coih- 
sider Captain Cook as an enemy ; and it is somewhat 
remarkable, that he mentions no more than one ship ; 
Captain Clerke not being noticed in the requisition. 
In the confidence which the doctor expressed, with 
respect to the approbation of Congress, he happened to 
bo mistaken. As the noembera of that assembly, at least 
with regard to the greater part of them, were not poe* 
sessed of minds equally enlightened with that of tneir 
Hmbassador, he was not supported by his masters in 
tnis noble act of humanity, or love to science, and of 
liberal policy. The orders he had given were instantly 
reversed ; and it was directed by Congress, that especial 
care should be taken to seize Captam Cook, if an op- 
portunity of doing it occurred. All this proceeded from 
a false notion, that it would be iniurions to the United 
States for the English to obtain a knowledge of the op- 
posite coast of America.. 

The conduct of the court of Spain was regulated by 
similar principles of jealousy. It was apprehended 
by that court, that there was reason to be cautious of 
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g]ranting, too easily, an indalgence to Captain Cook ; 
since it was not certain what mischiefs might ensue to 
the Spaniards from a northern passajre to their Ameri- 
can dominions. M. de Belluga, a Spanish gentleman 
and officer, of a Iibei;al and a philosophical turn of 
mi' d, and who was a member of the Royal Society of 
London, endeavoured to prevail upon the Count of 
Florida Blanca, and M. d Almodavar, to grant an or- 
der of protection to the Resolution and Discovery ; 
and he flattered himself, that the ministers of the kini; 
of Spain would be prevailed upon to prefer the cause 
of science to the partial views of interest: but the Spa- 
nish government was not capable of rising to so enlarg- 
ed and magnanimous a plan of policy. To the French 
nation alone, therefore, was reserved the honour of set- 
ting aft example of wisdom and humanity, which, I trust, 
win not, hereafter, be so uncommon in the history of 
mankind. 

The progress of the vovage, after the decease of 
Captain Cook, doth not fall within the design of the 
present narrative.* 



CHAPTER Vn. 

Character of CapUdn Codh—EJects of his Voyaget^ 
Testimonies of Applause. — Commemorations of his 
Services. — Regard paid to his Family. — Conclusion. 

From the relation that has been given of Captain 
Cook's course of life, and of the important events in 
which he was engaged, my readers cannot be strangers 
to his general character. This, therefore, mieht be 
reft to 1)0 collected from his actions, which are the best 
exhibitions of the great qualities of his mind. Buf 



* The particulars of the voyage, after the death ot 
Caplain Cook, of which it did not fall under Dr. 
Kippis*8 plan to give a narrative, will be found in the 
Jkppendiz. 
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_i— pi, weie t not to endearoar to afford a miinBiary • 
"J^^Sf him in these respects, I mighi. be thought to 
Till in that duty which I owe to the public on the pre- 
sent occasion. 

It cannot, I think, be denied, that genius belonged 
to Captain Cook in an eminent degree. By genu's I 
do not here understand imagination merely, or that 
power of culling the flowers of fancy which poetry 
deli'^bts in ; but an inventive mind ; a mind full of re* 
sources; and which, by ite own native vigour, can sug- 
gest noble ol^ecU of pursuit, and the most effectual 
methods of attaining them. This faculty was poiasess- 
ed by our navigator in its full energy, as is evident from 
the uncommon sagacity and penetration which he dis- 
covered in a vast variety of critical and difficult situa- 
tions. 

To genius Captain Cook added application, without 
which nothing very valuable or permanent can be ac- 
complished, even by the brightest capacity. For an un- 
remitting attention TO whatever related to his profes- 
sion, he was distinguished in early life. In every affair 
that was undertaken by him, his asFiduity was without 
interruption, and without abatement. Wherever ho 
came, he suffered nothing, which was fit for a seaman 
to know or to practice, to pass unnoticed, or to escape 
his diligence. 

The genius and application of Captain Cook were 
followed by a large extent of *know ledge ; a know- 
ledge which, besides a consummate acquaintance with 
navigation, comprehended a number of other sciences. 
In tills respect the ardour of his mind rose above the 
disadvantages of a very confined education. His pro- 
gress in the difierent branches of the mathematics, and 
lurticularly in astronomy, became so eminent, that, at 
Il-« • *^t^^ able to take the lead in making the ne- 
t^v-II <^™e/vation8 of this kind, in the couree of his 
nroftSl« . attained likewise to such a degree of 
fuTon t- T *^^®"ur*^ learning, and the art of compo- 
cleame^ » ^ *^*® ?** express himself with a manly 
as the^«?"Y P'«P"e'y» and to become respectable 
actioSl '**™^**'"» *« ^«" " the performer, S^great 
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. Anodier thing, strikingly conspicoous in Cantain 
Cook, was the perseverance with which he puraued 
the noble objects to which his life was devoted. This, 
indeed, was a most distinguished feature in his cha- 
ncier : in this he scarcely ever had an equal, and never 
a superior. Nothing could divert him from the points 
he aimed at ; and he persisted in the prosecution of 
them, through difficulties and obstructions, which would 
have deterred minds of very considerable strength and 
firmness. 

What enabled him to persevere in all his mighty un- 
dertakings, was the invincible fortitude of his spirit 

Of this, instances without number oceur in the ac- 
counts of his expeditions ; two of which I shall take 
the liberty of re<^ling to the attention of my readers. 
The first is, the undaunted magnanimity widi which ho 
prosecuted his discoveries along the whole southeast 
coast of New Holland. Surrounded as he was with 
the greatest possible dangers, arising from the perpe- 
tual succession of rocks, shoals, and breakers, and 
having a%hip that was almost shaken to pieces by re- 
peated perils, his vigorous mind had a refard to 
nothing out what he thought was required of him by 
hia duty to the public. It will not be easy to find, in 
the history of navintion, a parallel example of coa- 
rageous exertion. The other circumstance I would re- 
fer to, is the boldness with which, in his second voyage, 
after he left the C«^ of Good Hope,, he pushed for- 
ward into unknown seas, and penetrated through inna- 
merable mountains and islands of ice, in the search of 
a southern continent. It was like launching into chaos: 
all wcs obscurity, all was darkness before him ; and no 
event can be compared with it, excepting the sailing of 
Magelhaens, from the a'.jaits which bear his name, into 
the Pacific Ocean. 

The fortitude of Captain Cook, being founded upon 
reason, and not upon instinct, was not an impetuous 
valour, but accompanied with complete self-possession. 
He was master of himself on every trying occasion, 
and seemed to be the more calm and collected, the 
grealnr was the exigence of the case. In the moat 
pttilons iittiations, when oar commander had given 
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the r roper directions concerning what was to be done 
whiJe he went to rest, he could sleep, during the hoar* 
he had allotted to himseJ^ with perfect composure and 
soundness. Nothing could be a surer indication of an 
elevated mind ; of a mind that was entirely satisfied 
^^m ^'^^^ *"** ^^^ measures it had taken. 

To all these great qualities, Captain Cook added the 
most amiable virtues. That it was impossible for an/ 
one to excel him in humanity, is apparent from hui 
treatment of his men through all bis voyages, and 
''^™ bis behaviour tq the inatives of the countries 
which were discovered by him. The health, the con- 
venience, and, as far aa it could be admitted, the enjoy- 
ment of the seamen, were the constant obfccts of his 
anention; and he was anxiously solicitous to meliorate 
cne condition of the inhabitants of the several islands 
^hu^J-^^^^^^ ^« yisited. yVith regard to their 
^levenea, he candidly apologized for, and overlook- . 
Sn.?ifi!f **^«?ee8 which others would have sharply 
l6n^'f°^J^^^° *e '^«« 'aid under an indispensa- 
Bv^^^l%KP^^^i"g to anj acts of severity, he 
»d conSm ' ^thout feeling much reluctance 

[^l^>.?rir*^ relations of life Captain Cook was eo- 
»band i5w*^**?°'®''<'*"'o"»' ^® ^as excellent as a 
adehir^ a/ather, and sincere and steady in his 
ped tSt^ '® ^'^ ^^ ^^y '^ added, that he poa- 
f^b wiJi f^"^^ Bobriety and'^rtue of characster, 
^nd ornam ^* ^ found ta constitute the best secu- 
"^ tbe^m*' ^^^^^'7 other moral qualification. 
^ition CoM^^^^ benevolence and humanity of 
■ineaa'of t- ^^^^ ^'^^ occasionally subiect to 
by 1^^ r^F^'' '^*^^^» which has been ezagge- 
'wmhfe ink'^ ^^^y *'■*'' indeod few) who are 
■ h in L ^^^. memory, is ackiMowledged by his 
'""^^^U i^ ??*^°^ ^^ ^y CTaptain JKiag and 
y^*^y*m n„ "*®"'^«eh'«ioation» of hia character. 
^". t^th.J^ °C'"® PO^'na, cetlla hina the tnmldL 
"""^^^^y^^iXS"^^ \^ 5*** i^® Aappiest epitl^«t 
*^«^^^ U r^''.fPP^^*^t<^ hina. Jnicre mildnGssma 

'•"ore in the aund oF a f«-- — '•- 
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^A/^^n ^nnest exertions of autho 

A*^^^^if ^fP^m Cook was distinguishec 
^^^r^*^^fa»S°®' universally the concot 
;f^^.^ w/*n ^^fi that is, asimplicity of man 




>JV^<I^Vi. .^a^^'fe^?^ delineation of Captai 
^^^V^^*% '^h^erf ^ spoken of him in a mat 
2^^Kc i w tbi V the whole course of hi 
K h4<»K ^hM i9 peiTfectly agreeable 
''Vfef'tvJ? k^e piriio were the most nei 
habits of intimacy ai 

uCon5tif«^^!Sable of und< 
^K^ V'^^^-r^SiMacli bore, wi 

\ \>*^^,^^£- 1^^ mind; 

«^ Iti' 
a.*^ 
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it ; bat its moat dudnguishuig feattue was tkal 

Bitting perseverance in tbe fMtmiit of his ohjcgt, which 
ru not only superior to the opposilioa of dangen, 
lod the pressure of hardships, hot eveo exempt Mm 
be want of ordinary relazadon. Ihirnkg the Ions and 
edious voyages in which he was en^iaged, his eager- 
iSM and activity were never in the ksast abated. No 
Dcidental temptation could detain him for a montent : 
>Ten those intervals of recreation, which sometimes 
inavoidabiy occurred, and were looked for by us with 
% longing, that persons, who have experienced the fa- 
(iguea of service, will readily excuse, were submitted to 
by him with a certain impatience, whenever they could 
not be employed in making a farther provision for the 
more eflTectual prosecution of his designs.'* 

** The character of Captain Cook/* says Mr. Sam 
well, " will be best exemplified by the services he has 
performed, which are universally known, and have 
ranked his name above that of any navigator of an 
cient or of modem times. Nature had endowed him 
With a mind vigorous and comprehensive, which in hU 
riper years he had cultivated with care and industry. 

u . >5"®'*^ knowledge was extensive and various : m 
that of his own profession, he was unequalled. With 
J clear judgment, strong masculine sense, and the most 
determined resolution ; with a ge-^* is mculiarlv turned 
for enterprise, he pursued his*^.>jS.t*^?ttr uLhS^ 
peiBeverance:-vigilant and active in an eminent de- 
jree .-—cool and intrepid among dangers : oatient a^ 
Srm under difficuWes and distress f fertil^ i^ex^ 
liente ; great and original in all hia desiCTs - a^ve a^ 
■esolvej in canying them into ^^utio^ Th^ 
lUjljtio. rendered him the animatinrspirii of t^^ 
fdition: in every situauon, he eto^ unri^llS -S 
fone ; on him all eyes were turned Vhew^onrl^ 
Sdt-pl^i!?^^*^' '' '^ "'^*' '^ "•• iavolvSLXkS:^ 

1« Of an agr^e lively cSuSSS;^^^ .SJSie'lSS 
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intellisent In his temper he was somewhat hjstj, but 
of a dnposition the most friendly, benevolent, and hu- 
mane. His person was above six feet hifh, aod, 
though a good looking- man, he was plain both in ad« 
dress and appearance. His head was small ; his hair, 
which was a dark brown, he wore tied behind. His 
face was full of expression ; his nose exceedingly well 
shaped ; his eyes, which were small and of a brown 
cast, were quick and piercing; his eye-brows promi- 
nent, which gave his countenance altogether an air of 
austerity. 

'* He was beloved by his people, who looked up to 
him as a father, and obeyed his commands with alacri- 
tj. The confidence we placed in him was unremit- 
tmg ; our admiration of his great talents, unbounded ; 
our esteem for his good qualities, affectionate and sin- 
oere. 

** He was remarkably distinguished for the activity 
of his mind : it was that which enabled him to pay an 
unwearied attention to every object of the service. 
The strict economy he observed in the expenditure of 
the ship*8 stores, and the unremitting care he employed 
for the preservation of the health of his people, were 
the causes that enabled him to prosecute discoveries in 
remote parts of the globe, for such a length of time, as 
had been deemed impracticable by former navigators. 
^The method he discovered for preserving the health of 
seamen in long voyages, wijl transmit his name to pos- 
terity as the friend and benefactor of mankind : the suc- 
cess which attended it afforded this truly great man more 
satisfaction than the distinguished fame that attended 
his discoveries. 

** England has been unanimous in her tribute of 
applause to his virtues, and all Europe has borne testi- 
mony to his merit. There is hardly a comer of the 
earth, however remote and savage, that will not long 
remember his benevolence and humanity. The erate- 
fui Indian, in time to come, pointing to the nerds 
erasing his fertUe plains, will relate to his children 
now the first stock of them was introduced into the 
country ; and the name of Cook will be remembered 
among those benign spirits, whom they wozship as 
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the loarce of every good, and. the fountain of every 
blessing." 

•At the conclusion of the Introduction to the Yoyace 
to the Pacific Ocean, is an eulogium on Captain Cook, 
drawn up by one of his own profession, of whom it is 
said, that he is not more distinguished by the elevation 
of rank, than by the dignity of private virtues. Though 
this excellent eulogium must be known to many, and 
perhaps to most, of my readers, they will not be dis- 
pleased at having the greater part of it brought to their 
recollection. 

Captain James Cook ** possessed,'* says the writer, 
**in an eminent degree, all the qualifications requi- 
site for his profession and great undertakings; to- 
gether with the amiable and worthy qualities of Uie^best 
men. 

** Cool and deliberate in judging : sagacious in deter 
mining: active in executing: steady and persevering in 
enterprising from vigNance and unremitting caution: 
imsuDdued by labour, difficulties, and disappointments : 
fertile in expedients : never wanting presence of mind ; 
always possessing himself, and the full use of a sound 
understanding. 

** Mild, jo8t,4Nit exact in discipline : he was a fiithei 
to his people, who were attached to himrfirom affection, 
and ohedient from confidence. 

**His knowledge, his experience, his sagacity, ren 
dered him so entirely master of his subject, that the 
greatest obstacles were surmounted, and die most dan- 
gerous taavigations became easy, and almost safe, under 
his direction. 

**6y his benevolent and unabating attention to the 
welfare of his ship's company, he discovered and in- 
troduced a system for the preservation of the health of 
seamen in long voyages, which has proved wonderfully 
efficacious. 

** The death of this eminent and valuable man was 
a loss to mankind in general ; and particularly to be 
deplored by every nation that respects useful accom- 
plishments, that honours science, and loves the bene- 
volent and amiable affections of the heart. It is still 
more to be deplored by this ooontiy, which may justly 
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boast of having produced a man hitherto anequaUed 
for naatical talents ; and that sorrpw is farther aggra^ 
▼ated by the reflection, that' his countiu was deprived 
of this ornament by the enmity of a people, from 
whom, indeed, it might have been dreaoed, but from 
whom it was not deserved. For, actuated always by 
the most attentive care and tender compassion for the 
savages in general, this excellent man was ever assi- 
duously endeavouring, by kind treatment, to dissipate 
their fears, and court their friendship; overlooking 
their theAs and treacheries, and frequentiv interposing, 
at the hazard of his/life, to protect them uom the sud- 
den resentment of his own injured people. 

** Traveller^ contemplate, admire, revere, and emu- 
late this great master in his profession; whose skill 
and labours have enlarged natural philosophy ; have 
extended nautical science; and have disclosed the 
Ions-concealed and admirable arrangements of the Al- 
mighty in the formati6n of this globe, and, at the same 
time, the arrogance of mortals, in presuming to ac- 
count, by their speculations, for the laws by which he 
was pleased to create it. It is now discovered, beyond 
all doubt, that the same great Beine who created the 
universe by hiafatt by the same ordained our earth to 
keep a just poiBe, without a corresponding southern 
continent, and it does so. He stretches out the north 
over the empty pku:e, and hangeth the earth upon no 
thing. Job xxvi. 7. 

1* If the arduous but exact researches of this extra* 
ordinary man have not discovered a new world, they 
have discovered seas unnavigated and unknown before. 
They have made us acquainted with islands, people, 
and productions of which we had no conception. And 
if be has not been so fortunate as Americus, to give his 
name to a continent, his pretensions to such a distinc- 
tion remain unrivalled ; and he will be revered while 
there remains a page of his own modest account of his 
voyages, and as long as mariners and geographers shall 
be instructed by his new map of the southern hemi- 
sphere, to trace the various courses and discoveries he 
has made. 
**If public services merit public acknowledgments ; 
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if the man, who adorned and raised the iame of hw 
country, is deserving of honours, then Captain Cook 
deserves to have a monument raised to his memory, by 
a generous and grateful nation. 

' Virtutis uberrimum alimentum est honos.' 

Val. Mazimus, lib. ii. cap. 6." 

The last character I shall here insert of Captain 
Cook, comes from a learned writer, who, in conse- 
• quence of some disagreements which are understood to 
na?e subsisted between him and our great navigator, 
cannot be suspected of intending to celebrate him in 
the language of flattery. Dr. Reinhold Fors^er, having 
given a short account of the captain's death, adds ac 
follows : ** Thus fell this truly glorious and justly ad- 
mired navigator. If we consider his extreme abiltties, 
both natural and acquired, the firmness and constancy 
of his mind, his truly paternal care for the crew in- 
trusted to him, the amiable manner with which Imb 
knew how to gain the friendship of all the savage and 
uncultivated nations, and even his conduct toward* 
his friends and acquaintance, we must acknowledge 
him to have been one of the greatest men of his age, 
and that reason justifies the tear which friendship paya 
to his memory.*' After such an encomium on Captain 
Cook, less regard may justly be paid to the deductions 
from it, which are added by Dr. Forster What he 
hath said concerning the captain's temper, seems to 
have received a tincture of exaggeration, from preju- 
dice and personal animosity ; and the Doctor's insinua- 
tion, that our navigator obstructed Lieutenant Pickers 
gill's promotion, -is, I have good reason to believe, 
wholly groundless. There is another error which must 
not pass unnoticed. Dr. Forster puts in his caveat 
against giving the name of Cook's Straits to the straits 
between Asia and America, discovered by Beering. 
But if the Doctor had read the Voyage to the Pacific 
Ocean, published by authority, he would have seen, 
that there was no design of robbing Beering of the ho- 
nour to which he was entitled. 

From a survey of Captain Cook's character, it is 
natural to extend our reflections to the eflects of the 
•^veral expeditions in which he was engaged. These, 
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indeed, mast have largely appeared in the general his- 
tory of his life ; and they have finely been displayed 
W Dr. Douglas, in his admirable Introduction to the 
Voyage to the Pacific Ocean. Under the conduct of 
■o able a guide, 1 shall subjoin a short view of the sub* 
ject. 

It oiust, however, be observed, that, with regard to 
the three principal consequences of our great navigator's 
transactions, I have nothing farther to offer. These are, 
his having dispelled the illasion of a Terra Atistralis 
Incc^ita ; his demonstration of the impracticability of a 
northern passage from the Pacific to the Atlantic Ocean; 
and his having established a sure method of preserving 
the health of seamen in the longest voyages, and 
through every variety of latitude and climate. Con- 
cerning each of these capital ol^ects, 1 have already so 
fully spoken, that it is not in my power to add to the 
impression of their importance, and of Captain Cook's 
merits in relation to them, which, 1 trust, is firmly fiied 
on the mind of every reader. 

It is justly remarked, by Dr. Douglas, that one 
great advantage accruing to the world from our late 
surveys of the globe, is, that they have confuted fan- 
ciful theories, too likely to give birth to impracticable 
ondertakings. The ingenious reveries of speculative 
philosophers, which have so long amused the learned, 
and raised the most sanguine expectations, are now 
obliged to submit, perhaps with reluctance, to the 
sober dictates or truth and experience. Nor will it 
be only by discoui aging future unprofitable searches, 
that the late voyages will be of service to mankind, 
but also by lessening the dangers and distresses for- 
merly experienced in those seas which are within the 
actual line of commerce and navigation. From the 
British discoveries, many commercial improvements 
may be expected to arise in our own times' ; but, in fu- 
ture ages, such improvements may be extended to a 
degree, of which, at present, we have no conception. 
In the. long chain of causes and effects, no one can 
tell how widely and beneficially the mutual intercourse 
of the various inhabiunts of the oarth may hereailer 
be carried on, in consequehce of the means of facUitaft- 
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ing it, which have been explored and pomtad oat by 
Captain Cook. 

The interests of science, as well as of commerce^ 
stand highly indebted to this illustrious navigator. 
That a knowledge of the globe on which we live is a 
very desirable object, no one can call in question. 
This is an object which, while it is ardently pursued 
by the most enlightened philosophers, is sought for 
with avidity, even by those whose studies do not cany 
them beyond the lowest rudiments of learning. It 
need not be said what srati6cation Captain Cook hath 
provided for tlie world in this respect. Before tto 
voyages of the present reign took place, nearly half the 
surface of the earth was hidden in obscurity and con* 
fusion. From the discoveries of our navigator, geogra- 
phy has assumed a new face, and become, in a great 
measure, a new science; havii^ attained to such a 
completion, as to leave only some less important parts 
of the globe to be explored by future voyagers.* 

Happily for the advancement of knowledge, acqui* 
aitions cannot be obtained in any one branch, without 
leading to acquisitions in other branches, of equal, and 
perhaps of superior consequence. New oceans cannot 
be traversed, or new countries visited, without pre- 
senting fresh objects of speculation and inquiry, and 
carrying the practice, as well as the theory, of phi- 
losophy to a higher degree of perfection. Nattaodl 
astronomy, in particular, was in ito infancy, when the 
late voyages were first undertaken; but, during the 

I»rosecution of them, and especially in Captain Cook's 
ast expedition, even many of the petty ofScers could 
observe the distance of the moon from the sun, or a 
star, the most delicate of all observations, with suffi- 
cient accuracy. As for the officers of superior rank, 
they would have felt themselves ashamed to have it 
thought that they did not know how to observe for, 
and compute the time at sea ; thougl^ sach a thing had, 
a little before, scarcely been heard of among seamen 
Nay, first-rate philosophers had doubted the possibilitv 
of doing it with the exactness that could be wished 

* Lieutenant Roberts's admirable chart will set thia 
^ matter in the strongest light. 
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It mdst, however, be remembered, that ar la^ share of 
praise is due to the Board of Longitude, for the pro' 
ficiency of the gentlemen of the navy in taking oWr- 
vations at sea. In consequence of the attention or 
that board to this important object, liberal . rev^ardsr 
have been given to mathematicians for perfecting the 
lunar tables, and facilitating calculations; and artist» 
have been amply encouraged in the construction of 
instruments and watches, much more accurately an<$ 
completely adapted to the piirposes of navigation ihaii 
formerly existed. 

It is needless to mention what a quantity of addi- 
tional information has been gained with respect to the 
rise and times of the flowing of the tides ; the direction* 
and force of currents at sea; and the cause and nature- 
of the polarity of the needle, and the theory of its varia- 
tions. Natural knowledge has been increased by ex«^ 
periments on the effects of gravity in different and very^ 
distant places ; and from Captain Cook's having pene- 
trated so far into the Southern Ocean, it is now ascer- 
tained, that the phenomenon, usually called the Aurora 
Boreali^t is not peculiar to high northern latitudes, but 
belongs equally to all cold climates, whether they be 
north or south. 

Amidst the different branches of science that have 
been promoted by the late expeditions, there is none, 
perhaps, that stands so highly indebted to them as the 
science of botany. At least tiyelve hundred new plants 
have been added to the known system ; and large ac- 
cessions of intelligence have accrued with regard to 
every other part of natural history. This point has al- 
ready been evinced by the writings of Dr. Sjparrman, of 
the two Forsters, father and son, and of Mr. Pennant; 
and this point will illustriously be manifested, when the 
great work of Sir Joseph Banks shall be accomplished, 
and given to the world. 

It is not to the enlargement of natural knowledge 
only, that the effects arising from Captain Cook's voy- 
ages are to be confined. Another important object of 
study has been opened by them ; and that is, the study 
of human nature, in situations various, interesting, find 
QDCommoQ. The islands visited in the centre of the- 

VOL. II. M 
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South P^fic Ocean, and the principal seenes of the 
operations of our discoverers, were untrodden ground 
As the inhabitants, so far as could be observed, had 
continued, from their original settlement, unmixed with 
any different tribe ; as they had been left entirely to 
their own powers for every art of life, and to their 
own remote traditions for every political or religious 
custom or institution; as they were uninformed by 
science, and unimproved by education, they could not 
but aflTord man^ subjects of speculation to an inquisitive 
and philosophical mind. Hence may be collected a 
variety of important facts with respect to the state of 
roan : with respect to his attainments and deficiencies, 
his virtues and vices, his empj^yments and diversions, 
Ilia feelings, manners, and customs, in a certain period 
of society. Even the curiosities which have been 
brought from the discovered islands, and which enrich 
the British Museum, and the late Sir Ashton Lever's 
repository, may be considered as a valuable acquisition 
to this country ; as supplying no small fund of infor- 
mation and entertainment. 

Few inquiries are more interesting than thos% which 
relate to the migrations of the various families or 
tribes that have peopled the earth. It was known in 
general, that the Asiatic nation, called Malayans, pos- 
sessed, m former times, much the greatest trade in the 
Indies ; and that they frequented, with their merchant 
ships, not onlv all the coasts of Asia, but ventured 
t>ver even to the coasts of Africa, and particularly to 
the great island of Madagascar. But that, from Ma- 
dagascar to the Marquesas and Easter Island, that is, 
nearly from the east side of Africa, till we approach 
towards the west side of America, a space including 
sbove half the circumference of the globe the same 
nation of the oriental world should have made their 
settlements, and founded colonies throughout almost 
every intermediate stage of this immense tract, in 
Elands at amazing distances from the mother conti- 
eents, and the natives of which were ignorant of each 
»ther*B existence—is an historical fact, Uiat, before Cap- 
tain Cook's voyages, could be but very imperfectly 
luiown. He it is who hath discovered a vast number 
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of new spots of land lurking in the bosom of the South 
Pacific Ocean, all the inhabitants of which display 
itriking evidences of their having derived their descent 
from one common Asiatic original. Nor is this apgii- 
rent solely from a similarity of customs and institu- 
tions, but is established by a proof which conveys 
irresistible conviction to the mind, and that is, the 
affinity of language. The collections that have be^n 
made of the words which are used in the widely-diA 
fused islands and countries that have lately btien*^isited, 
cannot fail, in the hands of such men as a Bryant and 
a Marsden, to throw much light on the origin of na- 
tions, and the peopling of the globe. From Mr. Man- 
den, in particular, who ha» devoted his attention, time, 
and study to this curious subject, the literary world 
may hereafter expect to be highly instructed and enter- 
tained. 

There is another family of the earth, concerning 
which new information has been derived from the voy- 

Xof our British navigators. That the Esquimaux, 
had hitherto only been found seated on the coasts 
of Lab'radore and Hudson's Bay, agreed with the 
Greenlanders in every circumstance of customs, man- 
ners, and language, which could demonstrate an ori- 
S'nal identity of nation, had already been ascertained, 
ut that the same tribe now actually inhabit the 
islands and coasts on the west side of North America, 
opposite Kamtschatka, was a discovery, the comple- 
tion of which was reserved for Captam Cook. From 
his account it appears that these people have extended 
their migrations to Norton Sound, Qonalashka, and 
Prince William's Sound : that is, to nearly the distance 
of fifteen hundred leagues from their stations in Green- 
land, and the coast of Labradore. Nor does this .ca- 
rious fact rest merely on the evidence arising from 
similitude of manners : for it stands confirmed by a 
table of words, exhibiting such an affinity of langoage 
as will remove every doubt from the mind of the most 
scrupulous inquirer. 

Other questions there are, ot a very important na- 
ture, the solution of which will now be rendered more 
easy than hath heretofore been apprehended. From 
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the full confirmation of the vicinity of the two coih 
tinents of Asia and America^ it can no longer be repre- 
sented as ridiculous to believe, that the former furnished 
inhabitants to the latter. By the facts recently dis- 
covered, a credibility is added to the Mosaic account of 
the peopling of the earth. That account will, I doutA 
not, stand the test of the most learned and rigorous in- 
vestigation. Indeed, I have long been convinced, after 
the closest meditation of which I am capable, that sound 
philosophy and genuine revelation never militate against 
each other. The rational friends of religion are so fiir 
from dreading the spirit of inquiry, that they wish for 
nothing more than a candid, calm, and impartial exa- 
mination of the subject, accofdine to all the lights which 
the improved reason and the enlarged science of man 
can afford. 

One great ^ect of the voyages made under the con- 
duct ofCaptam Cook, is their having excited a zeal 
for similar undertakings. Other princes and other 
ations are engaged in expeditions of navigation and 
discovery. By order of the French government. Mess. 
de la Perouse and de Langle sailed from Brest, in Au« 
gust, 17S5, in the frigates Boussole and Astroloobe, 
on an enterprise, the express purpose of which was the 
improvement of geography, astronomy, natural history, 
and philo8ophy,4nd to collect accounts of customs and 
manners. For the more effectual prosecution of the de- 
sign, several gentlemen were appointed to go out upon 
the voyage, who were known to excel in y different de- 
partments 'of science and literature. M. Dagelet went 
as astronomer ; M. de la Martiniere, P. Recevour, and 
M. de la Fresne, as naturalists ; and the Chevalier de 
Lamanon and M- Monges, junior, as natural philoso- 
phers. The officers of the Boussole were men of the 
best information, and the firmest resolution : and the 
crew contained a number of artificers, in various kinds 
of mechanic employments. Marine watches, and other 
instruments, were provided ; and M. D2m;elet was par- 
ticularly directed to make obsen'ations with M. Con- 
damine's invariable pendulum, to determine the differ- 
ences in gravity, and to ascertain the true proppr- 
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lion of the equatorial to the polar diameter of the earth 
From some acrounts which have already been>eceived 
of these voyagers, it appears, that they have explored 
the coast of California ; have adjusted the situation of 
more than fifty* places, almost wholly unknown; and 
have visited Owyhee, and the rest of the Sandwich 
Islands. When the expedition shall be completed, 
the whole lesult of it will doubtless be laid before the 
public* 

.Although Captain Cook has made such vast disco* 
veffes in tt\e Northern Ocean, on and between the east 
of Asia and the west coast of America* Mr. Coxe has 
well shown that there is still room for a farther in- 
vestigation of that, parti of the world. Accordingly, 
the object has been taken up by the Empress of Russia, 
' who has committed the conduct of the enterprise to 
Captain Billings, an Englishman in her majesty's ser- 
vice. As Captain Billings was with Captam Cook in 
his last voyage, he may reasonably be supposed to be 
properly qualified for the business he has undertaken. 
The design, with thejaxecution of which he is intrust- 
ed, appears to be very extensive and important ; and« if 
it should be crowned with success, cannot fail of mak- 
ing considerable additions to the knowledge of geogra- 
phy and navigation. 

There is one event at home, which has evidently re- 
sulted from Captain Cook's discoveries, and which, 
therefore, must not be omitted. What I refer to, is 
the settlement at Botany Bay. With the general po- 
licy of this measure, the present narrative has not any 
concern. The plan, I doubt not, has been adopted 
with the best intentions, afler the maturest delibera- 
tion, and perhaps with consummate wisdom. Oi^ 
evident advantage arising from it is, ihat it will effec- 
tually prevenf^a number of unh tppy wretches from re- 

* An account of this voyage during the years 1785, 
1786, 1787, 1788, has been pul lished in France, from 
papers transmitted at different times by La Pefouse ; but 
nothing since the year 1788 has been received relative to 
the progress of the voyage, or the fate of the voyagers, 
who are all supposed to have perished by shipwreck. 
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toniing to their former scenes of temptation and goHt, 
and may open to tbem the means of iodustnons sub- 
sistence and moral reformation. If it be wise and pru- 
dently begun and conducted, who can tell what bene- 
ficial consequences may spring from it^in future ages ? 
Immortal Rome is said to iiave risen from the refuse of 
mankind. • 

While we are considering the advantages the <2is- 
eoverer$ have derived from the late navigational, a ques- 
tion naturally occurs, which is, What benefits have 
hence accrued to the discovered ? It would be a source 
of the highest pleasure to be able to answer this ques- 
tion to complete satisfaction. But it must be acknow- 
ledged, that the subject is not wholly free from doubts 
and difficulties ; and these doubts and difficulties mi^bc 
be enlarged upon, and exaggerated, by an imagination 
which is rather disposed to contemplate and represent 
the dark than the luminous aspect of human affairs. 
In one respect, Mr. Samwell has endeavoured to show, 
that the natives of the lately explored parts of the 
world, and especially so far as relates to the Sandwich 
Islands, were not injured by our people, and it was 
the constant solicitude and care of Captain Cook, that 
evil might not be communicated in any one place to 
which he came. If he was universally successful, the 
good which, in various cases, he was instrumental in 
producing, will be reflected upon with the more pecu 
liar satisfaction. , 

There is an essential difference between the voyages 
that have lately been undertaken, and many which 
have been carried on in former times. None of my 
readers can be ignorant of the horrid cruelties that 
were exercised by the conquerers of Mexico and 
Peru ; cruelties which can never be remembered, with- 
out blushing for religion and human nature. But to 
undertake expeditions with a design of civilizing the 
world, and meliorating its condition, is a noble ob- 
ject The recesses of the globe were investigated by 
Captain Cook, not to enlarge private dominion, but to 
promote general knowledge ; the new tribes of the 
earth were visited as friends; and an acquaictance 
^ith their existence was sought for, in order to hriiig 
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them within the pale of the offices of humanity, and to 
relieve the wants of their imperfect state of society. 
Such were the benevolent views which our navigator 
was commissioned by his majesty to carry iLto execu- 
tion ; and tlj^ere is reason to hope that they will not be 
wholly unsuccessful. From the long-continued inter- 
course with the natives of the Friendly, Society, and 
Sandwich Islands, some rays of light must have darted 
on their infant minds. The uncommon objects which 
have been presented to their observation, and excited 
their surprise, will naturally tend to enlarge their 
stock of ideas, and to furnish new materials for the ex- 
ercise of their reasonable faculties. It is no small addi- 
tion to their comforts of life and their immediate en 
joyments, that will be derived from the introduction of 
our useful animals and vegetables ; and if the only be- 
nefit they should ever receive from the visits of the 
English, should be the having obtained fresh means of 
sustenance, that must be considered as a great ac- 
quisition. 

But may not our hopes be extended to still nobler 
objects ? The connexion which has been opened with 
these remote inhabitants of the world, is the first step 
toward their improvement, and consequences may flow 
from it, which are far beyond our present conceptions. 
Perhaps our late voyages may be tne means appointed 
by Providence, of spreading, in due time, the bless- 
ings of civilization among the numerous tribes of the 
South Pacific Ocean, and preparing them for holding 
an honourable rank among the nat'ons of the earth. 
There cannot be a more laudable attempt, than that of 
endeavouring to rescue millions of our fellow-crea- 
tures from that state of humiliation in which they now 
exist Nothing can more essentially contribute to the 
attainmei^ of this great end, than a wise and rational 
introduction of the Christian religion.; an introduction 
of it in its genuine simplicity ; as holding out the wor- 
ship of one God, inculcating the purest morality, and 
promising eternal liie as the reward of obedience. These 
are views of things which are adapted to general compre- 
hension, and calculated to produce the noblest effects 
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Considering the eminent abilities displayed hj Cap 
tain Cook, and the mighty actions penormed by him, 
it is not sarprising that his memory should be held in 
the highest estimation, both at home and abroad. 
Perhaps, indeed, greater honour is oaid to his name 
abroad than at home. Foreigners, I ain informed, look 
up to him with an admiration which is not equalled in 
this country. A remarkablefk-proof of it occurs, in the 
euloffy of our navigator, by ATichael Angpio Gianetti, 
which was read at the royal Florentine academy, on 
the 9th of June, 1785, and published at Florence, in 
the same year. Not having seen it, I am deprived of 
the power of doing justice to its merit. If I am not 
mistaken in my recollection, one of the French literary 
academies has proposed a prize for the best eol<^um 
on Captain Cook ; and there can be no doubt but that 
several candidates will appear upon the occasion, and 
exert the whole force of their eloquence on so interest- 
inea subject. 

To the applauses of our navigator, which have al- 
ready been inserted, I cannot avoid adding some poeti- 
cal testimonies concerning bim. The first 1 shall pro- 
duce is from a foreign poet, M. TAbbe lisle. This 
gentleman has concluded his ** Les Jardins" with an 
encomium on Captain Cook, of which the foUowing 
lines are a translation. 

'^ive, give me flowers : with garlands of renown 
Those glorious exiles* brows my hands shall crown. 
Who nobly sought on distant coasts to find, 
Or thither bore those arts that bless mankind : 
Thee chief, brave Cook, o*er whom, to nature dear, 
With Britain, Gallia drops a pitying tear. 
To foreign climes and rude, where nought before 
A nnounc*d our vessels but fheir cannons' roar. 
Far other gifts thy better mind decreed. 
The sheep, the.heifer, and the stately steed ; 
The plough, and all thy country's arts ; the cricMt 
Atonmg thus of earlier savage times. 
With peace each land thy bark was wont to hail. 
And tears and blessings dUM thy parting saiL 
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Reeeive a stranger's praise ; nor Britain, thon 

Forbid these wreaths to grace thy Hero's brow, 

Nor scorn the tribute of a foreign song, 

For Virtue's sons to every land belong: 

And shall the Gallic Muse disdain to pfiy 

The meed of worth, when Lewis leads the way? 

Bat what avail* d, that twice thou dar'dst to try 

Tbe frost-bound sea, and ilvice the burning sky 

That by winds, waves, and every realm rever'dc 

Safe, only sate, thy sacred vessel steer'd ; 

That war for thee forget its dire commands? 

The world's great friend, ah! bleeds by savage hands." 

"^ ^^. '?jjiere have not been wanting elegant writers of our 
own •country, who have embraced with pleasure the 
opportunities that have offered of paying a tribute of 

S raise to Captain Cook. The ingenious and amiable 
[iss Hannah More has lately seized an occasion of 
celebrating the humane intentions of the captain's dts- 
. coveries. 

I 
** Had those advent'rons spirits, who explore 
Through ocean's trackless wastes, the fnr-sought shore, 
Whether of wealth insatiate, or of power. 
Conquerors who waste, or ruffians who devour : 
Had these possess'd, O Cook! thy gentle mind. 
Thy love of arts, thy love of human-kind; 
Had these pursu'd thy mild and lib'ral plan, 
DrscovERBRS had not been a curse to man ! 
Then, biess'd Philanthropy ! thy social hands 
Had link'd dissever'd worlds in brothers* bands; 
> Careless, if colour, or if clime divide; 

Then lov'd, and loving, man had liv'd, and died." 

Soon after the account arrived in England of Cap- 
tain Cook's decease, two poems were published in 
celebration of his memory ; one of which was an Ode, 
by a Mr. Fitzgerald, of Gray's Inn. But the first, N>th 
in order of time and of merit, was an Eleey, by ^if iss 
Seward, whose poetical talents have been displayed in 
many beautiful instances to the public This lady, in 
the beginning of her poem, has admirably represented 
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the priDciple of hamanity by which the captain was tiv 
tuated in his undertakings. 

** Ye, who ere while for Cook*8 ilhiatrious brow 
PluckM the green laurel, and the oaken bough, 
Hung the gay garlands on the trophied oars. 
And pour*d his fame alone a thousand shores. 
Strike the slow death-bellT— weave the sacred vene, 
And strew the cypress o'er Ais honourM heaise; 
In sad procession wander round the shrino, 
And weep him mortal, whom ye sung divine ! 

^Say first, what Pow*r inspir'd his dauntless brraat 
With scorn of danger, and inglorious rest. 
To quit imperial linden's gorgeous plains ; 
Where, rob'd in thousand tints, bright Pleasure reignsl 
What Pow'r inspired his dauntless breast to brave 
The scorchM Equator, and th' Antarctic wave? 
Climes, where fierce suns in cloudless ardours shine. 
And pour the dazzhng deluge round the Line; 
The realms of frost where icy mountains rise, 
*Mid the pale summer of the polar skies? — 
It was Humanity! — on coasts unknown. 
The shiy*ring natives of the frozen zone. 
And the swart Indian, as he faintly strays 
* Where Cancer reddens in the solar blaze,* 
She bade him seek :— on each inclement shore 
Plant the rich seeds of her exhaustless store; 
Unite the savage hearts, and hostile hands. 
In the firm compact of her gentle bands ; 
Strew her soft comforts o*er the barren plain. 
Sing her sweet lays, and consecrate her fame. 

"It was Humanity ! — O Nymph divine ! 
I see thy light step print the burning Line ! 
There thy bright eye the dubious pilot guides, 
The faint oar struggling with the scalding tides— 
On as thou lead'st the bold, the gloricus prow. 
Mild, and more mild, the sloping sunbeams glow , 
Now weak and pale the lessened lustres play. 
As round th' horizon rolls the timid day; 
Barb'd with the sleeted snow, the driving hail, 
Rudh the fierce arrows of the polar gale; 
And through the dim, unvaried, lingering hours. 
Wide o'er the waves incumbent horror low*x8.** 
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Captain Cook's endeavours to serve the iuhabitants 
of New Zealand, by the vegetables and animals he left 
among them, are thus described: 

** To these the hero leads his living store, 
And pours new wonders on th' uncultured shore ; 
The silky fleece, fair fru^t, and golden grain ; 
And future herds and harvests bless the plain. 
0*er the green soil his kids exulting play. 
And sounds his clarion loud the bird of day; 
The downy goose her ruffled bosom laves ; 
Trims her white wing, and wantons in the waves ; 
Btem moves the bull along th' affrighted shores. 
And countless nations tremble as he roars." 

I shall only add the pathetic and animated cooclosion 
of this fine poem. 

•* But ah !— aloft on Albion's rocky steep, 
That frowns incumbent o'er the boiling deep, 
Solicitous and sad, a softer form 
Eyes the lone flood, and deprecates thd stoim. — 
Ill-fated matron!— for, alas ! in vain 
Thy eager glances wander o'er the main ! — 
*Ti8 the vex'd billows, that insurgent rave. 
Their white foam silvers yonder distant wave, 
'Tis not his sails ! — thy husband comes no more ! 
His bones now whiien an accursed shore ! — 
Retire, — ^for hark ! the sea-gull shrieking soars. 
The lurid atmosphere portentous low'rs; 
Night's sullen spirit groans in ev'ry gale, 
And o'er the waters draws the darkling yeil. 
Sighs in thy hair, and chills thy throbbing breast- 
Go, wretched mourner !— weep thy griefs to rest ! 

** Yet, though through life is lost each fond delight, 
Though set thy earthly sun in dreary night. 
Oh ! raise thy thoughts to yonder starry plain. 
And own thy sorrow selfish, weak, and vain : 
Since while Britannia, to his virtues just, 
Twines the bright wreath,- and rears th' immortal butt ; 
While on each wind of heav'n his fame shall rise, 
In endless incense to the smiling skies; 
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Ths attendant Power, that bade his sails expand. 
And waft her blessings to each barren land, 
Now raotur'd bears him to th' immortal plains, 
Where Mercy hails him with congenial strains ; 
Where soars, on Joy*s white plume, his spirit free. 
And angels choir him, while he waits for thek." 

Captain Cook*& discoveries, among other effects, have 
opened Dew scenes for a poetical fancy to range in, and 
presented new images to the selection of genius and 
taste. The Morais, in particular, of the inhabitants of 
the South Sea Islands, afford a fine subject for the ex- 
ercise of a plaintive Muse. Such a Muse hath seized 
upon the subiect; and, at the same time, has added 
another wreath to the memory of our navigator. I refer 
to a lady, who hath ake^y, in many passages of her 
" Peru," in her " Ode on the Peace," and, above all, 
in her "Irregular Fragment," amply proved to the 
world, that she possesses not only the talent of elegant 
and harmonious versification, but ihe spirit of true 
poetry. The poem, which I have now the pleasure of 
giving for the first time to the public, and which was 
written at my request, will be found in the Appendix. 
It is somewhat remarkable that female poets nave hi- 
therto been the chief celebrators of Captain Cook in this 
country. Perhaps a subject which would furnish ma- 
terials for as rich a production as Camoen's Lusiad, and 
which would adorn the pen of a Ilaprley or a Cooper, 
may hereafter call forth the genius of some poet of the 
stronger sex. 

The Royal Society of London could not lose such a 
member of their body as Captain Cook, without being 
anxious to honour his name and memory by a par- 
ticular mark of respect Accordingly, it was resolved 
to do this by a medal ; and a voluntary subscription 
was opened for the purpose. To such of the fellows 
-of the society as subscribed twenty guineas, a gold 
medal was appropriated : silver medals were assigned 
to those who contributed a smaller sum ; and to each 
of the other members one in bronze was given. The 
subscribers of twenty guineas were, Sir Joseph Banks^ 
president; the Prince of Anspach, the Duke of Men- 
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Uffa, Lord Mulgrave, and Mr. Cavendish, Mr. Peacbj, 
Mr. Perrin, Mr. Poli, and Mr. Shuttleworth. Many de- 
sifrns, as might be expected, were proposed on the oo 
casion. The medal which was actually struck, contains 
CD one side, the head of Captain Cook in profile, and 
iound it JAC. COOK oceani investigator acerri- 
Mas ; and on the exergue, req. soc. lond. socio suo. 
On the reverse is a representation of Britannia, holding 
a globe. Round her is inscribed, nil intentatum 
NOSTRI liquere; and on the exergue, auspiciis 

OEOR6II III. 

Of the gold medals which were struck on this oc- 
casion, one was presented to His Majesty, another to 
the Queen, and a third to the Prince of Wales. Two 
were sent abroad : the first to the French king, on ac- 
count of the protection he had granted to the ships 
under the command of Captain Cook ; and a second 
to the Empress of Russia, in whose dominions the 
same ships had been received and treated with every 
degree of friendship and kindness. Both these pre- 
sents were highly acceptable to the great personages 
to whom they were transmitted. The French king 
expressed his satisfaction in a very handsome letter to 
the Royal Society, signed by himself, and undersigned 
by the Marquis de Vergennes; and the Empress of 
Russia commissioned Cojnt Osterman to signify to 
Mr. Fitzherbert the sense she entertained of the value 
of the present, and that she had caused it to be forth- 
with deposited in the Museum of the Imperial Academy 
of Sciences. As a farther testimony of the pleasure she 
derived from it, the Empress presented to the Royal 
Societv a large and beautiful gold medal, containing on 
one side the effigies of herself, and on the reverse a re- 
presentation of the statue of Peter the Great. 

After the general assignment of the medals, (which 
took place in the spring of the year 1784,) there being 
a surplus of money still remaining, the president and 
council resolved, that an additional number should be 
struck off in gold, to be disposed of as presents to 
Mrs. Cook, the Earl of Sandwich, Dr. Benjamin 
Franklin, Dr. Cooke, provost of King's College, Cam- 
bridge, and Mr. Planta. About the same time, it was 
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agfreed, that Mr. Aubert should be allowed to have a 
gold medal of Captain Cook, on his paying for the gold, 
and the expense of striking it ; in consideration of his 
intention to present it to the King of Poland. * 

Daring the two visits of the Resolution and Discovery 
at Kamtschatka, it was from Colonel Behm, the com- 
mandant of that provincei that the ships, and the ofii- 
cers and men belonging to them, had received every 
kind of assistance which it was in his power to bestow. 
His liberal and hospitable behaviour to the English na* 
*vigator8, is -related at large in Captain King's Voyage. 
Such was the sense entertained of it by the Lords of the 
Admiralty, that they determined to make a present to 
the colonel, of a magnificent piece of plate, with an in- 
scription expressive of his humane and generous dispo- 
sition and conduct. The elegant pen of Dr. Cooke 
was employed in drawing up the inscription, which, af^ 
ter it had been subjected to the opinion and correction 
of some gentlemen of the first eminence in classical 
aste, was as follows ; 

**yiRO EGREGio MAGNO DE Behm; qui Imperatricis 
Augustissimae Oatherinae auspiciis, summaque animi 
benignitate, saeva, quibus preeerat, Kamtschatkae littora, 
navibus naudsque JBritannicis, hospita prsbut : eosqae 
in terminis, si qui essent Imperio Kussico, frustca, ex- 

}>lorandis, mala multa perpessos, iterata vice excepit, re- 
ecit, recreavit, et commeatu omni cumulate auctos di- 
misit; Rei navax^is BRiTANNiCiE SsPTEMViRiin ali- 
quam b^nevolentise tam insignis memoriam, amicissimo, 
gratissimoque animo, suo, patriseque nomine, D. D. D. 

M.DCC.LXZXI. 

Sir Hugh Palliser, who through life manifested an 
invariable regar(l and friendship for'Captain Cook, has 
displayed a signal instance, since the Captain's decease 
of the affection and esteem in which he holds his me- 
mory. At his estate in Buckinghamshire, Sir Hugh 
hath constructed a small building, on which he has 
erected a pillar, containing the fine character of our 
great navigator that is given at the end of the Intro- 
duction of the last Voyage, and Che principal part of 
which has been inserted in the present work, l^chs^ 
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meter was drawn up by a most respectable gentleman, 
who has long been at the head of the naval profession, 
the honourable admiral Forbes, admiral of the fleet, 
an<f general of marines ; to whom Captain Cook waa 
onl^ known by kis eminent merit and his extraordinary 
actions. 

Amidst the numerous testimonies of regard that 
have been paid to Captain Cook*s merits and memory, 
tha important object of providing for his family hath 
not been forgotten. Soon after the intelligence arrived 
of his unfortunate decease, this matter was taken no 
by the Lords of the Admiralty, with a zeal and ah e^ 
feet, which the following authentic document will fally 
display. 

** At the Court of St James, the 
• (L. S.) 2d of February 1780 ; 

"Rieaent, 

''The KING'S Most Excellent Majesty in Council 

*• Whereas there was this day read, at the Board, a 
memorial from the Right Honourable the Lords Com- 
missioners of the Admiralty, dated the 27th of last 
month, in the words following ; viz. 

** Having received an authentic account of the 
death of that great navigator; Captain James 
< Cook, who has had the honour of being employed 
by Your Majesty, in three different voyages, for 
the discovery of unknown countries, in the most 
distant parts of the globe ; we think it oar duty 
humbly to represent to your Majesty, that this 
meritorious ofiicer, after having received from 
Your Majesty's gracious benevolence, as a reward 
for his public services in two successive circumna- 

Xtions, a comfortable and honourable retreat, 
re he might have lived many years to benefit 
his family, he voluntarily relinquished that ease 
and emolument to undertake another of these voy- 
ages of discovery, in which the life of a commaDdci^ 
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who does his duty, most always be particularly 
exposed, and in which, in the execution of that 
duty, be fell, leaving his family, whom bis public 
spirit had led him to abandon, as a legacy to his 
country. We do, therefore, humbly propose, that 
Your Majesty will be graciously pleased to order 
a pension of two hundred pounds a-year to bp set* 
tied on the widow, and twenty-five pounds a-yeai 
upon each of the three sons of the said Captain 
James Cook, and that the same be placed on the 
ordinary estimate of the navy. 

"^His Majesty, taking the said memorial into His 
Royal consideration, was pleased, with the advice of 
His Privy Council, to order, as it is hereby ordered, 
that a pension of two hundred pounds a-year be settled 
on the widow, and twenty-five pounds a-year upon 
each of the three sons of the said Captain James Cook, 
and the same be placed on the ordinary estimate of His 
Majesty's navy ; and the Lords Commissioners of the 
Admiralty are to give the necessary directions herein ac- 
cordingly. W. Fawkener." 

The preceding memorial to the king was signed by 
the Earl of Sandwich, Mr.BuUer, the Earl of Lisbume,- 
Mr. Penton, Lord Mulgrave, and Mr. Mann ; and the 
several officers of the board of admiralty seconded the 
ardour of their superiors, by the speed and generosity 
with which his majesty's royal grant to Captain Cook's 
widow and children passed through the usual forms. 

Another occasion, was afterwards seized pf confer^ 
ring a substantial benefit on the Captain's family. The 
charte and plates, belonging to the Voyage to the Pa- 
6ific Ocean, were provided at the expense of govern- 
ment ; the consequence of which was, that a larg^ pro- 
fit accrued from the sale of the publication. Of this pro- 
fit, half was consigned in trust, to Sir Hugh Palliser 
and Mr. Stephens, to be applied to the use of Mrs. 
Cook, during her natural life, and afterwards to be di- 
vided between her children. 

Honour, as well as emolument, hath graciously been 
conferred by his majesty upon the de^cendanu of Cap* 
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tain Cook. On the 3(1 of September 1785, a coat of 
arms was granted to the family, of which a description 
will be given below.* 

Our navigator bad six children ; James, Nathaniel, 
Elizabeth, Joseph, George, and Hugh. Of these, Jo- 
seph and George died soon afler their birth, and Eli- 
zai>eth in the fifth year of her age. James, the eldest 
son, who was bom at St. Paul's, Shadwell, on the 13th 
of October 1763, is now a lieutenant in his majesty's 
navy. In a letter, written by Admiral Sir Richard 
Hughes, in 1785, from Grenada, to Mrs. Cook, he is 
spoken of in terms of high approbation. Nathaniel, 
who was born on the 14th of December, 1764, at Mile- 
End, Old Town, was brought up likewise in the navftl 
service, and was unfortunately lost on board his ma- 
jesty's ship Thunderer, Commodore Walsingham, in 
the hurricane which happened at Jamaica, on the 3d of 
October, 1780. He is said to have been a most promis- 
ing youth. Hugh, the youngest, was born on the 22d 
of May, 1776 ; and was so called afler the name of his 
father's great friend. Sir Hugh Palliser. 

It hath often Been mentioned, in terms of no small 
regret, that a monument hath not yet been erected to 
the memory of Captain Cook, in Westminster Abbey. 
The wish and the hope of such a monument are hinted 
at in the close of Dr. Douglas's Introduction to the 
government edition of the last voyage ; and the same 
sentiment is expressed by the author of the Eulogium 

* Azure, between the two polar stars Or, a sphere on 
the plane of the meridian, north pole elevated, circles 
of latitude for every ten degrees, and of longitude for 
every fifteen, showing the Pacific Ocean between sixty 
and two hundred and fortj^west, bounded on onoisido* 
by America, on the other by Asia and New Holland, 
in memory of the discoveries made by him in that 
ocean, so very far beyond all former navigators. His 
track thereon is marked with red lines. And for crest, 
on a wreath of the colours, is an arm imbowed, vested 
jn the uniform of a captain of the royal navy. In the 
oand is the union jack, on a staff Proper. The arm is 
encircled by a wreath of palm and laurel. 

Vol. II. N 9 
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tt the end of that Introduction. Sir Hugh Palliser has 
also spoken to the like purpose, in a communication I 
received fironk him. It would certainly redound to the 
honour of the nation, to prder a magnificent memorial 
of the abilities and services of our illustrious navigator; 
on which account, a tribute of that kind may be regard 
ed as a desirable thing. But a monument in West- 
minster Abbey would be of little consequence to the 
reputation of Captain Cook. His fame stands upon a 
wider base, and will survive the comparatively perishins 
materials of brass, or stone, or marble. The name of 
Cook will be held in honour, and recited with applause, 
so long as the records of human events shall continue 
in the earth ; nor is it possible to say, what may be the 
influence and rewards, which, in other worl^ls, shall be 
found to attend upon eminent examples of wisdom and 
«f virtue. 
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After the death of Captain Cook, and the evmoa 
immediately succeeding it, Captain Clerke, upon whom 
the command of the expedition^ had devolved, proceed- 
ed from Owhyee, and coasted several of the other 
islands of the group. The ships anchored at Atooi to 
procure water ; in doing this, our voyaeers experienced 
some interruption from the natives, and a slight conflict 
took place, in which one of the islanders was wounded 
by a musket-shot. They were here told, that, at their 
preceding visit, they had left a disorder amongst the 
women, of which several persons of both sexes had 
died ; and as there was not the slightest appearance of 
the disorder amongst the natives, at the first arrival of 
the vessels, there 'is too much reason to believe that 
tome of the crew were the authors of that irreparable 
mischief. Atooi was in a state of internal warfare ; th4 
quarrel had arisen about the goats Captain Cook had 
left at Oneeheow the year before ; the property of which 
was contested by two different chiefs. The goats, 
which had increased to the number of six, and would 
probably in a few years have stocked all these iclandt, 
were destroyed in the contest 

Our voyagers left the Sandwich Islands finally on 
the 15th of March: and stood to the south-west, in 
hopes of falling in with the island of Modoopapappa, 
which they were told by the natives lay in that direc- 
tion, about five hours sail from Taohoa; but though 
the two vessels stretched asunder several miles, they 
did not discover it. It is possible it might have been 
Darned in the night, as the islanders described it to 
oe small, sandy, and almost even with the surfiice of 
the sea. 

195 
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The harboar of Saint Peter and Saint Paul, in 
Awatska Bay, was appointed for the next rendezvous of 
*he twaTesseis, in case of separation. In the coarse of 
their navigation towards Kamtschatka, they traversed 
that part of the Northern Pacific, in which some island* 
ind lands were laid down in the charts, such as the 
island of Reia de Plata in De I'lsle's chart, and the 
land said to have been seen by John de Gama, in a 
voyage from China to New Spain, first delineated in a 
chart published by Texeira, a Portuguese geographer, in 
1649 ; but though at sundry times they had various in- 
dications of land, they discovered none, and those 
islands and lands must therefore either be of trifling ex- 
tent, or wholly imaginary. 

A leak, under the larboard bow of the Resolution, 
which had kept the people almost constantly at the 
pumps, ever since their leaving the Sandwich Islands, 
occasioned a great alarm on the 13th of April. The 
water, which had lodged in the coal-hole, not finding a 
Bufiicient vent into the well, had forced up the plat- 
forms over it, and in a moment deluged the whole 
space between decks. The coals would very soon 
choke up a pump, and the number of bulky materials 
that were washed out of the gunner's store room, and 
which, by the ship's motion, were tossed violently from 
side to side, rendered it impracticable to bail ths 
water out. No other method was therefore lefl, than 
to cut a hole through the bulk head, that separated the 
coal-hole from the fore-hold. As soon as the passage 
was made, the greatest part of the water was emptied 
into the well : but the leak was now so much increased, 
that it was necessary to keep one half of the people 
constantly pumping and bailing, till the noon of the 
Idth. 

On the 23d, at six in the morning, on the fog clear 
ing awayj the land of Kamtschatka appeared, in moun 
tains covered with ^now. The weather was most se 
vere ; the ship appeared to be a complete mass of ice, 
and the shrouds were so incrusted with it, as to mea- 
sure in circumference more than double their usual 
size. The crews sufifered very severely from the cold, 
particularly from having lately left the tropical cli- 
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mates; and, but for the foresight and care of tlieir 
officers, would indeed have been in a deplorable state. 
It was natural to expect, that their experience, during 
their voyage to the north the year before, would have 
made them sensible of the necessity of paying some 
attention to their clothing ; as it was generally known, 
in both ships, that they were to make another voya^ 
towards the pole ; but, with the thoughtlessness of in- 
fants, upon their return to a warm climate, their fur 
jackets and the rest of their cold-country clothes, were 
kicked about the decks, as things of no value. They 
were of course picked up by the officers, and being 
put into casks, were, in due season, restored to 
their owners. 

On the 25th, when off the entrance of Awatska 
Bay, the Resolution lost sight of the Discovery, and 
on the 28th entered the Bay. The officers of the Re- 
solution examined every corner of it with their glasses, 
in search of the town of St. Peter and St. Paul, which 
they had conceived to be a place of some strength and 
consideration. At length they discovered, on a nar- 
row point of land, a few miserable log houses, and 
some conical huts raised on poles, amounting in all to 
about thirty, which, from the situawion, they were under 
the necessity of concluding to be Petropaulow^ka. 
•* However," says Captain King, ** in justice to the ge- 
nerous and hospitable treatment we found here, I shall 
bsg leave to anticipate the reader's curiosity, by assur- 
ing him that our disappointment proved to be more of 
a langhable, than a serious nature; for, in this wretch- 
«d extremity of the earth, situated beyond every thing 
Chat we conceived to be most barbarous and inhospita- 
ble, and, as it were, out of the very reach of civiliza- 
tion, barricadoed with ice, and covered with summer • 
enow, in a pdor miserable port, far inferior to tho 
meanest of our fishing towns, we met with feelings of ^ 
humanity, joined to a greatness of mind, and eievation 
of sentiment, which would have done honour to any 
nation or climate.'* 

In the morning of the 29th, Captain, then lieute- 
nant King, was sent on shore ; and after experiencing 
mach difficulty from the broken ice that extended 
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nearly half a mile acrois which he was obliged to 
nuke the best of his way on foot, was received by the 
commander of the garrison at the head of his men, 
consisting of about thirty soldiers. They had not 
seen the ship the preceding day, nor indeed that morn- 
ing, till the boats were pretty near the ice. lHuch 
panic ensued ; the garrison was put under arms, and 
two fi^ld-pieces, placed at the entrance of the com- 
mander's nouse. All, however, soon wore a friendly 
aspect, and nothing could exceed the kindness and 
hospitality of the officer, a sergeant, who commanded 
the ostrog, and at whose bouse they were entertained. 
He furnished Lieutenant King, who had fallen in be- 
tween the disjointed ice, with a complete suit of clothes 
of his own ; the dinner that was served up consisted of 
four courses ; but the conversation, from the want of an 
interpreter, no other language being understood there 
but Russian and Kamtschatdale, was confined to a few 
bows and other signs of mutual respect. The sergeant 
sent off an express to Bolcheretsk, where the governor 
of the province usually resided, and whence he had to 
look for orders what to do, as to the procurement of 
the supplies of provisions and naval stores, which our 
people wanted. 

On their return, a sledse drawn by five dogs, with a 
driver, was provided for each of the party. The 
sailors were highly delighted with this mode of convey- 
ance, and what divert^ them most was, that the two 
boat-hooks which they had brought, had also a sMge 
to themselves. 

On the first of May, the Discovery entered the bay. 
On the day after, early in the morning, an answer was 
received from Bolcheretsk. The despatches had been 
sent off on the 29th, about noon, by a sledge drawn by 
' dogs, so that they were only a little more than three 
days and a half in performing a journey of three hun- 
dred and seventy miles ; Bolcheretsk being about one 
hundred and thirty-five miles from St. Peter and St 
Pail's. 

As ^he whole stock of live cattle which the country 
about the bay could afford, amounted only to two hei- 
fers, Captain Gierke found it necessary to send to Bol- 
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CAeretsk, and Captain Gore and lieutenant King 
were fixed on for the excursion. They proceeded by 
boats up the Awatska ri?er, then across port of the 
country in sledges, and then down the Bolcnoireka in 
canoei. 

Major Behm, the governor of Kamtschatka, received 
them not only with the utmost politeness, but with the 
most engaging cordiality ; and all the principal people 
of the town vied with each other who should show the 
most civilities to strangers from the other extremity of 
theglobe. A list of- the naval stores, the number of 
cattle, and the quantity of flour wanted by the naviga- 
tors, was given to Major Behm, who insisted upon sup- 
plying all their wants ; and when thev desired to be 
made acquainted with the price of the articles with 
which they were to be supplied, and proposed, that 
Captain C'erke should give bills to the amount on the 
Victualling-office in London, the Major positively re- 
fused, and whenever it was afterwards urged, stopped 
them short, by saying he was certain he couM not 
oblige his mistress, the empress, more than in givinff 
every assistance in his power to her good friends and 
allies, the English ; and that it would be a particular 
• satisfaction to her, to hear, that, in so remote a part of 
the world, her dominions had afforded any relief lo 
ships engaged in such services; that he could not 
therefore act so contrary to the character of his em 
press, as to accept of any bills ; but that, to accommo 
iate the matter, ne would take a bare attestation of the 
particulars with which we might be furnished, and that 
this he would transmit to his court, as a certificate of 
having performed his duty. 

The town of Bolcheretsk consists of several rows of 
low buildings, barracks for the Russian soldiers and ^ 
Cossacks, a good looking church, and a cnyrt-room, 
with a great number of balagans (summer '< ibitations) 
belonging to the ICamt8chatdalep,*at the end of the 
town. The inhabitants.amount to between five and six 
hundred. 

It would exceed the bounds to which this sketch 
ouist necessarily be confined, to enumerate one half 
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of the inttaDces of civility and attention which Major 
Behm, his Ia(hr, the officers of the garrison, and the 
inhabitants of the town bestowed upon the English 
travellers. One generoas present cannot, however, be 
passed over in silence, both because it- consisted of the 
greatest part of their small store of the article, and be- 
cause it called forth from the British seamen a corres- 
ponding generosity. » Being informed of the privations 
the sailors had suflfered from the want of tobacco, 
Major Behm sent four bags of it, weighing upwards of 
one hundred pounds each, which he begged might be 
presented, in the name of himself and the garrison 
under his command, to our sailors. When the seamen 
were told of it, the crews of both ships desired, en- 
tirely of their own accord, that their grog might be 
stopped, and their allowance of spirits presented, on 
heu" part, to the garrison of Bolcheretsk, &« they had 
reason to conclude, that brandy was scarce in thecoun* 
try, and would be very acceptable, since the soldiers 
on shore had offered four roubles a bottle for it. When 
it is considered how much the sailors would feel from 
the stoppage of their allowance of grog, and that this 
offer would deprive them of it during the inclement 
season they had to expect on their ensuing expedition 
to the north, the sacrifice must be looked upon as ge- 
nerous and extraordinary ; and, that they might. not suf- 
fer by it. Captain Gierke substituted, in the room of the 
very small quantity the major could be prevailed on to 
accept, the same quantity of rum. 

When, the party returned to Petropaulowska, Major 
behm accompanied them, and visited the ships. He 
had resigned the command of Kamtschatka, and was 
in a short time to return to St. Petersbui^ ; our navi- 

fators therefore committed to his care despatches for 
Jngland, vith the journals and charts of the voyage 
aofar. 

They got about twenty head of cattle, about nice 
thousand weight of rvo flour, and a variety of other 
provisions and refreshments here, especially fish, with 
which they were absolutely oj'erpowered from every 
quarter; and, having completed their water, they 
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weighed anchor on the 13th of June, and on the 16th 
cleared the bay. The volcano, situated to the north of 
the harbour, was in a state of eruption at the time. 

On the 5th of July, our navigators passed through 
Beering's 9t^it8, having run along the Asiatic coast ; 
they then stretched over to that of America, with a view 
of exploring it between the latitudes of 68^ and 69^. 
But in this attempt they were disappointed, being stop- 
ped, on the 7th, by a large and compact field of ice 
connected with the land. On the 9th, they had sailed 
nearly forty leagues to the westward, along the edge 
of the ice, without seeing any opening, and had there- 
fore no prospect of advancing farther north. Until the 
27th, however, they continued to seek a passage, first 
on the American, and thien on the Asiatic side ; but 
were never able to penetrate farther north than 70° 33*, 
which was five leagues short of the point to which they 
had advanced the season before. 

At one tinie, in attempting to penetrate to the north 
westward, the Discovery was in a very dangerous situa- 
tion. She became so entangled by several large pieces 
of ice, that her way was stopped, and immediately 
dropping bodily to leeward, she fell broadside foremast 
on the ^ge of a considerable body of ice ; and having 
at the same time an open sea to windward, the surf 
caused her to strike violently upon it. This mass at 
length either so far moved or broke, as to set them at 
liberty to make another trial to escape ; but, before the 
snip gathered way enough to be under command, she 
again fell to leeward on another fragment; and the 
swell making it unsafe to lie to windward, and findine 
no chance of getting clear, they pushed into a small 
opening, furled their sails, and made fast with ice-hooks. 
A change of wind, however, taking place in the after- 
noon, the ice began to separate, and setting all their 
sails, they forced a passage through it. The vessel had 
rubbed off a great deal of the sheathing from her bows, 
and became very leaky from the strokes she received 
when she fell on the edge of the ice. 

In these high latitudes, our navigators killed several 
•ea-horses, and also two white bears ; the flesh of the 
latter afforded a few excelleal meals of fresh meat. It 
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had indeed a Scrong fishy taste^ but was in eveiy re- 
ipect auperior to that of the sea-horse, which, never* 
tneless, the sailors were again persuaded, without much 
tlifficulty, to prefer to their salted provisions. 

Finding a farther advance to the northifrard, as well 
at a nearer approach to either continent, obstructed bv 
a eea blocked up with ice. Captain Gierke at leneth. 
determined to lose no more time in the pursuit of what 
teemed utterly unattainable, and to sail for Awatska 
Bay, to repair their damages, and before the winter 
shoiild set in, to explore die coast of Japan on their 
way towards Europe. To the great joy, therefore, of 
every individual on board both ships, they turned their 
faoes towards home ; and tb^ delight and satisfaction 
tbe^ experienced on the occasion, notwithstanding the 
tedious voyage they had to make, and the immense dis- 
tance they had to run, were as freely entertained, and 
perhaps as fully enjoyed, as if they had been already in 
sight of the Land's End. ' 

On the 3ist, they repassed Beering*8 Straits. With 
respect to the practicability of a north-east or north 
west passage into the Pacific Ocekn, through those 
straits, from the result of their attempts it appears, 
that the north of the straits is clearer ot ice in August 
than in July, and perhaps in a part of September it 
may be still more free. But, after the equinbx, the 
days shorten so fast, that no farther thaw can be ex- 
pected, and so great an effect cannot rationally be 
allowed to the warm weather in the first half of Sep- 
tember, as to imagine it capable of dispersing the ice 
from the most northern parts of the American coast. 
But admitting this to be possible, it would be madness 
to attempt to run from the Icy Cape to the known parts 
of Baffin 8 Bay, (a distance of four hundred and twenty 
leagues) in so short a time as that passage can be sup- 
posed to remain open. (Jpon the Asiatic side, there 
appears still ' less probability of success ; for, though 
, Deshneff, a Russian navigator, about a century and a 
half ago, passed round the north-east point of Asia, no 
voyager has yet been able to double Cape Taimura be 
yond the mouth of the Lena, which stretches to the 7£^ 
oflatituds. 
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Captain Gierke's health now rapidly declined, and, on 
the 17th of Augast, he was no longer able to get out 
of his bed. On the 2l8t, they made the coast of 
Kamtschatka : and on the following day, at nine in the 
morning, Captain Gierke died.* His disease was a 
^ consumption, which had evidently comn^enced before 
be left England, and of which he had lingered daring 
the whole voyage. 

On the 24th, the vessels anchored in the harbour of 
St Peter and St. Paul, where the gentlemen on board 
were received by their Russian friends, with the same 
cordiality as before. Gaptain Gore, upon whom the 
command of the expedition now devolved, removed 
himself to the Resolution, and appointed Mr. King to 
the command of the Discovery. He sent off an express 
to the commander at Bdlcheretsk, in which he requested 
to have sixteen head of black cattle. The eruption of 

* Gaptain Gierke departed this life in the thirty-eighth 
▼ear of his age. He was brought up to the navy from 
his earliest youth, and had been in sevel'al actions dur- 
ing the war which began in 1756. In the action be- 
tween the Bellona and the Gourageux, being station^ 
in tlM mizen-top, he was carried overboard with the 
mast ; but was taken up without having received any 
hurt He was a midshipman in the Dolphin, com 
OAnded by Gaptain Byron, in her voyage round the 
world ; after which he served on the American station. 
In 1768, he made his second voyage round the world, 
in the Endeavour, as master's mate: and, in conse- 
auence of the death of Mr. Hicks, which happened on 
the %dd of May, 1771, he returned home a lieutenant. 
His third circumnavigation of the ^lobe was in the 
Resolution, of which h^ was appointed the second 
lieutenant ; and he continued in that situation till his 
return in 1775 ; soon after which he was promoted to 
the rank of master and commandec In wnat capacity 
he sailed with Gaptain Gook in this last expeaition, 
need not be added. The consumption, of which Gap- 
tain Gierke died, had evidently commenced before he 
left England, and he lingered under it during the whole 
voyage. Though his very gradual delay had long 
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the Tolcano, which had taken place at the time -of th« 
late departure of the v^iiasela from Awatska, had done no 
damage, notwithstanding stones had fallen at the ostrog 
of the size of a goose's egg. 

Attempts were now made to repair, as far as was 
practicable, the damage the Discoveiy had sustained in 
the ice, and in removing the sheathing, eight feet of a 
plank in the wale were found to be so very rotten as to 
make it necessary to shift it. The carpenters were 
sent on shore in search of a tree large enough for the 
purpose : luckily ihey found a birch, which was the 
only one of sufficient size in the whole neighbourhood 
of the bay. The crews were employed in various ne- 
cessary occupations : amongst which^ four men were set 
apart to haul the seine for sahnon, which were caueht 
in great abundance, and of excellent quality. Ailer 
supplying the immediate wants of both ships, they 
salted down near a hogshead a day. The sea-horse 
blubber, with which they had stored themselves, during 
their expedition to the north, was boiled down for oi^ 
now become a necessary article, their candles having 
been long since all used. 

The body of Captain Gierke was interred on Sunday, 
the 29th, with all the solerpnity and honours they could 
bestow, under a tree, in the valley on the north side of 
the harbour ; a spot which the priest of Paratonnea said* 
would be as near as he could guess, in the centre of the 
itew church intended to be erected. 

On the 3d of September, arrived an ensign from Bol- 
cheretsk, with a letter from Captain Shmalelf, the pre. 

made him a melancholy object to his friends, neverthe- 
less, they derived some consolation from the equanimity 
with which be bore his disorder, from the constant flow 
of good spirits maintained by him to his latest hour, and 
from his submitting to his fate with cheerful resigna* 
tion. ** It was, however, impossible,*' says Mr. King, 
** not to feel a more than common degree of compassion 
for a person whose life had been a continued scene of 
those difficulties and hardships, to which a seaman's oc- 
cupation is subject, and under which he at last sunk.'* 
King's Voyage, p 280, 281. 
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■ent sommander, who promised the cattle required, and 
that He would himself pay them a visit immediately on 
the arrival of a sloop, which was daily expected from 
Okotzk. 

- On the morning of the 10th, a Russian galliot, from 
Okotzk, was towed into the harbour. She had been 
thirty-five days on her passage, and had been seen 
from the light-house a fortnight before, beating up to 
wards the mouth of the bay. There were fifty soldiers 
in her, with their wives and children, and several 6ther 
passengers ; a sub-lieutenant, who came in her, now 
took the command of the garrison, and from some 
cause or other, which the English could not learn, 
their old friend, the sergeant, the late commander of 
the place, fell into disgrace, and was no longer suffered 
to sit down in the company of his own officers. 

From the galliot, our navigators got a small quantity 
of pitch, tar, cordage, and twine, and a hundred and 
forty skins of flour, containing 13,782 lbs. English. 

The Hospodin Ivasj^in from Verchnei had been de- 
sired by Major Behm to attend the English officers on 
their return to the harbour, in order to be their interpre- 
ter. He now came. He was an exile, and was of a 
considerable family in Russia ; bis father was a gene- 
ml, and he himself, after having received his education 
• partly in France and partly in Germany, had been 
page to the Empress Elizabeth, and ensign in her 
guards. At the age of sixteen, he was knowted, had 
his nose slit, and was banished, first to Siberia, and af 
terwards to Kamtschatka, where he had lived thirty- 
one years. He bore in his whole figure the strongest 
marks of old age, though he had scarcely reached hit 
fifty-fourth year. No one there knew the cause of his 
banishment, but they took it for granted, that it must 
have been for something very atrocious, as two or three 
of the commanders of Kamtschatka, had in vain endea- 
voured to get him recalled since the present empress's 
reign. For the first twenty years he had not tasted 
bread, nor been allowed subsistence of any kind, but 
had lived during that period among the Kamtschatka- 
dales, on what his own activity and toil in the chase 
rould procure him. Afterwards hb had a small pen 
tion grafted him. This, M^gor Behm, by his intercee* 
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•ion, had caused to be increased to one hundred roublfw 
a year, which is the common pay of an ensign in all 
parts of the empress's dominions, except in this pro- 
vince, where the pay of all the officers is double. 

This gentleman joined Captains Gore and King on a 
bear-hunting party on the 17th, for two days ; in which» 
first from the party bein^ too large, and the unavoidable 
noise that was the consequence of it, and next, from the 
unfavourable weather after . they separated, they were 
wholly unsuccessful. 

On the 22d, the anniversary of his majesty's corona^, 
tion, and when they were sitting down to as handsome 
a feast as tlieir situation would admit of, in honour of 
the day, the arrival of Captain Shraalelf from Bolche- 
retsk was announced. He partook of their festivities, 
and set off on his return on the 2dth. Before his de- 
parture, he reinstated the sergeant in the command of 
the place, and took with him the sub-lieutenant who 
had superseded him. Captain King accompanied 
Captain Schmalelf to the entrance of Awatska river, 
and on Sunday, the 26th, attended him to church at 
Paratounea. The church is. of wood, and by far the 
best building in the country round about the bay. It. 
is ornamented by many paintings, particularly with 
two pictures of St. Peter and St. Paul, presented by 
Beering, and which, in the real richness of their dra- 
pery, would carry off the prize from the first of Euro> 
pean performances ; for all the principal parts of it are 
made of thick plates of solid silver, fastened to the can- 
vass, and fashioned into the various foldings of the 
robes. 

The next day another hunting party was set on foot 
under the direction of the clerk of the parish, who was 
a celebrated bear-hunter. The produce was a female 
bear, beyond the common size, which they shot in the 
water, and found dead the next morning in the place 
to which she had been watched. The mode of hunt 
ing these animals by the natives is as follows. When 
they come to the ground frequented by the bears, their 
first step is to look for their tracks ; these are found in 
the greatest numbers leading from the woods down 
to the lakes, and among the long sedgy grass and 
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Imkes bv the edge of the water. The place of am- 
buscade beinff determined on, the huntera next fix in 
the ground we crutches upon which their fire-locka 
are made to rest, pointing tnem in the direction they 
mean to shoot. This done, they kneel, or lie down, 
and, with their bear spears by their side, wait for the 
game. These precautions, which are chiefly taken 
m order to make sure of their njark, are, on Be> 
veral accounts, highly expedient For, in the first 
place, ammunition is so dear in Kamtschatka, that the 
price of a bear will not purchase more of it than is 
sufficient to load a musket four or five times; and, 
what is more material, if the bear be not rendered in- 
capable of pursuit by the first shot, the consequences 
are often fatal. He immediately makes towards the 

Elace whence the noise and smoke issue, and attacks 
is adversaries with- great fury. It is impossible for 
them to reload, as the anunal is seldom at more than 
twelve or fifteen yards distance when he is fired at : so 
that, if he does nor fall, they immediately put them 
selves in a posture to receive him upon their spears 
and their safety greatly depends on their giving nim a 
mortal stab as he first comes upon them. If he parries 
the thrust (which bears, \)y the extraordinary strength 
and agility of their paws, are often enabled to do) and 
thereby breaks in upon his adversaries, the conflict be- 
comes very unequal, and it is well if the life of one of 
the party done suffice to pay the forfeit. 

On the first of October, the cattle arrived from Yerch- 
nei, and the 3d, being the name-day of the empress. 
Captain Gore invited the priest of Paratounea, Ivaskin, 
aso die sergeant, to dinner, and an entertainment was 
also provided for the inferior officers of the garrison, 
for the toions of Paratounea and Petropaulowska, and 
for the better sort of the Kamtschatdale inhabitants. 
The rest of «the natives of every description were invit- 
ed to partake with the ship's companies, who had a 
pound of good fat beef served out to each man, and 
what remained of their spirits was made into grog, and 
divided amongst them« 

On the 5th, our navigators received from Bolcheretsk 
B fresh present of tea, sugar, and tobacco. They ^ere 
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ready for sea, bat the weather prevented them from 
leaving the bay till the 9th. Just before they weighed 
anchor, the drummer of the marines belonging to the 
Discovery deserted, having been last seen with a Kamt- 
schatdale woman, to whom his messmates knew he had 
been much attached, and who had often been observed 
persoading him to stay behind. This man had been 
long useless to them, from a swelling in his knee, which 
render^ him lame, but this made us the more unwill- 
ing to leave him behind, to become a burden both to 
the Russians and himself. Some of the sailors were 
therefore sent to a well-known haunt of his in the 
neighbourhood, where they found him and his woman. 
On the return of the party with the deserter, the ves- 
sels weighed and came out of the bay. 

Awatska Bay has within its mouth a noble basin of 
twenty-five miles in circuit, with the capacious harbouni 
of Tareinska to the west, Rakoweena to the east, and 
the small one of St. Peter and St. Paul to the north. 
The last mentioned is a most convenient little harbour. 
It will hold with ease half a dozen ships moored head 
and stern, and is fit for giving them any kind of re^ 
pairs. The south side is formed by a low sandy neck, 
exceedingly narrow, on which the ostrog is built. The 
deepest water within, is seven fathoms, and in every 
part over a muddy bottom. There is a watermg*plac9 
at the head of the harbour. 

The commerce of this country, as far as regards the 
exports, is entirely confined to furs, and carried on by 
a company of merchants instituted by the empress. Be- 
sides ttiebe, there are many infedor traders (piarticularly 
Cossacks) scattered through the countrv. Formerly 
this commerce was altogether carried on by darter, but 
lately every article is bought and sold for ready monev 
only. Our sailors brought a great number of furs with 
them from the coast of America, and were both aston- 
ished and delighted with the quantity of silver the mer- 
ehants paid down for them ; but on finding neither gin- 
shops to resort to, nor tobacco, nor any thing else that 
they cared for, to be had for money, the ro^uoles soon 
became troublesome companions, and were often to be 
teen kicked about the decks. 
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The articles of importation are pnncipaUy European, 
several likewise come from Siberia, Bucharea the Cal- 
muck's, and China. They consist of coarse woollen and 
linen clothes, yarn stockings, bonnets and . gloves, thin 
Persian silks, cottons and nankeens, handkerchiefs, 
brass and copper pans, iron stoves, files, guns, powder 
and shot, hardware, looking-glasses, flour, sugar, tanned 
hides, &c. Though the merchants have a large profit 
upon these imported goods, they have still a larger upon 
the furs at Kiachta, upon the frontiers of China, which 
is the great market for them. The best sea-otter skins 
sell generally in Kamtschatka for about thirty "roubles 
each. The Chinese merchant at Kiachta purchases 
them at more than double that price, and sells them 
again at Pekin at a great advance, whence a farther pro> 
> fitable trade is made with some of them to Japan. If, 
therefore, a skin is worth thirty roubles in Kamtschatka, 
to be transported first to Okotzk, thence by land to 
Kiachta, a distance of 1364 miles ; thence to Pekin, 
760 miles more ; and after that to be conveyed to Japan, 
what a prodigiously advantageous trade might be cacried 
on direct to Japan, which is about a fortnight or three 
weeks sail from Kamtschatka ! 

It was now resolved, is consequence of the latitude 
given by the instruction of the board of Admiralty, to 
run along the Kuriles and to survey the eastern <^ coast 
of the Japanese islands, previous to returning home- 
wards ; and Captain Gore gave orders for Macao to be 
theplace of rendezvous in case of separation. . 

They coasted along the peninsula of Kamtschatka 
with variable weather, and on the 12th, at six in the 
afternoon, they saw, from the mast-head. Cape Lopatka, 
the southernmost extremity of the peninsula. This 
point of land, which is a low flat cape, formed a 
marited object in the geography of the eastern coast of 
Asia, and by an accurate observation and several good 
angles, they determined its precise situation to he in 
latitude 5P 0', and longitude 156° 4Sf, At the same 
time they saw too the first of the Kurile islands, called 
Shoomsha, and on the next day, they saw the second, 
Paramousir ; the latter is the largest of the Kunles s^b* 
ject to Russia : but the gale increasing from the west, 
^OL. U. O 9* 
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tbey were never able to approach it nearer than to ob* 
■enre its general aspect, which was very high land, al- 
most entirely covered with anow ; and to ascertain its 
iituation, which was foand to be KX west longitude 
from Lopatka, and its latitude 50^ 46' at the north, and 
490 58' at the south end. 

On the 14th and 15th, the wind blowing steadily from 
the westward, they were obliged to stand to the south- 
ward, and were consequently hindered from seeing any 
more of the Kurile islands. In the situation they then 
found themselves, they were almost surrounded by the 
supposed discoveries of former navigators. To the 
southward and south-west were placed, in the French 
charts, a group of five islands, called the Three Sistera, 
Zellany, and Zunasher. They were about ten leaguea, 
according to the same maps, to the westward of the 
land of De Gama ; and as the Company's Land, Staten 
Island, and the famous land of Jesso, were also sup- 
posed to lie nearly in the same direction, this course 
was deemed to deserve the preference, and they hauled 
round to the westward, the wind having shifted to the 
ncrth. A succession of gales, however, and now and 
then a storm, that reduced them to their courses, drove 
them too much to the southward, prevented them from 
falling in even with the southernmost of the Kurile 
island, and obliged them at last to give up all further 
thoughts of discovery to the north of Japan. 

On the 22d, the gale having abated, chey let out the 
reefs of the top-sails and made more sail. At noon 
they were in latitude 40° 58', and longitude 148° 17, 
and two small land-birds being taken on board, plainly 
Indicated they could not be at any great distance from 
the land ; they therefore hauled up to the west-north- 
west, in which direction, the southernmost islands seen 
by Spanberg, and said to be inhabited by hairy men, 
lay at the distance of about fifty leagues. They saw 
several other signs of land ; but, on the 24th, the wind 
shifted to the north and blew a fresh gale, so that they 
finally gave up all further search for islands to the norft 
of Japan, and shaped their course west-south-west, for 
the north part of that island. 

On the 26rh, at day-break, thej descried high land 
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to the westward, which proved to be Japan. The 
eoantrr consisted of a double range of mountains ; it 
abounded with wood, and had a pleasii^ variety of 
hills and da^. They saw the smoKe of several towns, 
and many houses near the shore, in pleasant and culti- 
vated situations. They stood off and on, according as 
the weather permitted them, till the 28th, in the aiter- 
Boon, when they lost sight of the land, and from its 
breakins off so suddenly, they conjectured that what 
they had before seen was a cluster of islands, lying off 
the main land of Japan. The next day they saw land 
again, eleven leagues to the southward. The coast ap- 
peared straight and unbroken ; towards the sea it was 
low, but rose gradually into hills of a moderate height, 
whose tojps were tolerably even and covered with 
wood. ' 

iLt nine o'clock, the wind shifting to the southward, 
they tacked and stood off to the east, and soon after 
they saw a vessel dose in with the land, standing along 
shore to the northward, and another in the offing 
eomin(| down before the wind. Objects of any kind 
belonging to a country so famous and yet so little 
known, excited a general curiosity, and every soul on 
board was upon deck in an instant, to gaze at them. 
The vessel to windward passed ahead of them at the 
distance of about half a mile. It would have been 
easy to have spoken with her ; but perceiving, by her 
manoeuvres, that she was much friffhtened. Captain 
Gore was not willing to augment her terrors, and 
thinking that they should have many better opportuni- 
ties of communicating with the Japanese, sufiered her 
to go off without interraption. There appeared to be 
about six men on board, and, according to the best cor 
jectures that could be formed, the vessel was about 
forty tons burden. She had but one mast, on which 
was hoisted a square sail, extended Yxj a yard aloft, the 
braces of which worked forward. Half way down the 
sail came three pieces of black cloth, at equal distances 
from each other. The vessel was higher at each end 
than in the mid-ship, and from her appearance and 
form she did not appear to be able to sail otherwise 
than large. 
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Soon after, the wind increased so mach, that oor 
navigatora were reduced to their courses ; and the sea 
ran as high as any one on board ever remembered to 
have seen it. If the Japanese vessels are, as Ksempfer 
describes them, open in the ste^, it would not have been 
possible for those they saw to have survived the funr 
of the storm ; but as the appearance of the weather, aO 
the preceding part of the day, foretold its coming, and 
one of the sloops had, notwithstanding, stood far oat to 
sea, it was concluded they were penectly capable of 
bearing a gale of wind. 

Our navigators were blown off the land by this gale^ 
but on the 90th they saw it again, at the distance ot 
about fifteen leagues, appearing in detached parts, but it 
could not be delermined whether they were smaU 
islands, or parts of Japan. 

On the 1st of November, they saw a number of Ja- 
panese vessels close in with the ]4nd, several iseemingly 
engaged in fishing, and others standing along shore. 
They discovered to the westward a remarkably high 
mountain, with a round top, rising far inland. As this 
was the most remarkable hill on the coast, they wished 
to have settled its situation exactly ; but only having 
had a single view, they were obliged to be contented 
with such accuracy as their circumstances would 
allow. Its latitude was reckoned to be 35^ 20*, and its 
longitude 140° 26*. 

As the Dutch charts make the coast of Japan extend 
about ten leagues to the sonth-west of White Point 
(supposed to be the southernmost land then in sight) 
our navigator stood on to the eastward, to weather the 
point. At midnight they again tacked, expecting to fall 
in with the land to the southward, but were surprised 
to find, in the morning, that daring eight hours in 
wh'ch they supposed they had made a course of nine 
leaenes to the south-west, they had in reality been car 
ried eight leagues in a direction diametrically opposite. 
Whence they calculated that the current bad set to 
the north-east by north, at the rate of at least five miles 
roi hour. 

On the third of November, they were asain blown off 
^e land by a heavy gale, and found themselves up» 
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wards of fifty leagoes off, which circumstance, together 
with the extraordinary effect of the currents they had 
experienced, the late season of the year, the unset- 
tled state of the weather, and the likelihood of no 
change for the better, made Captain Gore resolve to 
leave Japan altogether, and proceed in the voyage for 
China. 

On the 4th and 5th, our navigators, continuin|[ their 
course to the south-east, passed great quantities of 
pumice-stone. These stones appeared to have been 
thrown into the sea by eruptions of various dates, as 
many of them were covered with barnacles, and others 
quite bare. On the 13th, they had a most violent gale 
from the northward. On the morning of the 13ta, the 
wind shifting to the north-west, brought with it fair 
weather ; but, though they were, at that time, nearly in 
he situation given to the island of San Juan, they saw 
oo appearance of land. They continued to pass much 
pumice-stone ; indeed the prodigious quantities of that 
sabstance which floated in the sea, between Japan and 
the Bashee Islands, seemed to indicate that some great 
volcanic convulsion must have happened in that part of 
the Pacific Ocean. 

On the 14th, they discovered two islands, and on the 
Bext day a third ; but Captain Gore finding that a 
boat could not land without some danger, trom the 
great surf that broke on the shore} kept on his coarse 
to the westward. The middle island is about five milea 
long ; the south point is a high barren hill, presenting 
an evident volcanic crater. The earth, rock, or sand, 
for it was not easy to distinguish of which its sur&ee 
was compost, exhibited various colours, and a con- 
siderable part was conjectured to be sulphur, and some 
of the officers on board of the Resolution thought they 
saw steams rising from the top of the hill. From 
these circumstances, Captain Gore gave it the name of 
Sidphur Island. A long narrow neck of land connects 
the hill with the south end of the island, which spreads 
out into a circumference of three or four leagues, and 
is of moderate height. The north and south islands 
appeared to be single mountains of a considerable 
height Sulphur bland is in latitude %i^ 48', loDgitiidB 
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MP 12^. The north island in latitude 25^ 14', longi 
tode HP 10', and the south island in latitude 24<^ 2^, 
and longitude 14F 20'. 

Hence our navigators proceeded for the Bashee 
Islands, hoping to procure at them such a supply of re> 
freshments as would help to shorten their stay at Ma- 
cao ; but Captain Gore, being guided by the opinions 
of Commodore and Captain vVallis, as to the situation 
of these islands, which differ materially from Dampier's, 
they were foiled in their endeavour to find them, al* 
though, in the day-tinae, the ships spread two or three 
leagues from each other, and in the night, when under 
an easy sail. 

On the 27th, being in longitude 118° 30*, and having 

S}t to the westward of the Bashees, according to Mr. 
yron's account, our navigators hauled Cheir wind to 
the north-west, hoping to weather the Prata shoals ; 
but at four in the morning of the 28th, the breakers 
were close under their lee ; at day-light they saw the 
island of Prata, and finding they could not weather the 
shoal, ran to leeward of it. As they passed the south 
side, they saw two remarkable patches on the edge of 
the breakers, that looked like wrecks. On the south- 
west side of the reef, and near the south end of the 
island, they thought they saw openings in the reefs 
which promised safe anchorage. 

In the forenoon of the 29th, they passed several Chi- 
nese fishing^boats; and the sea was covered with wrecks 
of boats that had been lost, as the}r conjectured, in the 
late boisterous weather. They were in latitude 22P V, 
having run 110 miles since the preceding noon. 

On the 30th, they ran along the Lema Islands, and 
got a Chinese pilot on board. In obedience to the in- 
struction given to Captain Cook by the Admiralty, the 
captains now required of the ofiicers and men of both 
ships to give up their journals, and what other papers 
they haa in their possession relative to the voyage, 
which was cheerfully complied with; and at nine 
o clock in the evening of the following day, they an- 
chored three leagues from Macao. 

Here, upon sending on shore to negotiate for sup- 
plies of provisions, &c., they first received intelligence 
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of the oocairences in Europe, during the protrv^ted pe- 
riod of their absence. On the 4th of December, they 
ftood into the Typa, and moored with the Btr^am- 
anchor and cable to the westward. 

Captain King was sent up to Canton to expedite the 
■upplies that were wanted, and experienced every pos- 
sible assistance from the supercargoes and gentlemen 
of the Company's factory there, "nie purchase of the 
provisions and stores wanted, was completed on the 
26th, and the whole stock was sent down on the fol- 
lowing day, by a vessel which Captain Gore had en- 
gased for the purpose. Twenty sea-otter skins were 
sold at Canton, by Captain King, fi>i eight bimdred 
dollars. At the ships a brisk trade was carried en in 
the same article, by both oflScers and seamen. The 
■ea-otter skins every day rose in value, and a few 
l^rime skins, which were clean and well preserved, 
were sold for one hundred and twenty dollars each. 
The whole amount of the value, in specie and goods, 
that was got for the furs in both ships, did not fall 
■hoit of two thoosand pounds sterling, and it was 
generally supposed that i^ least two thirds of the 
quantity originally obtained from thlb Americans were 
'spoiled or worn out, or had been given away or sold 
at Kamtschatka. In consequence hereof^ the rage with 
which the seamen were possessed to return to Cook's 
River, and buy another cai^^o of skins to make their 
fortunes, was, at one time, not far short of mutiny. 
The numerous voyages that have eince been under* 
taken for the prosecution of the trade here suggested, 
have rendered it familiar to the merchants, both of Bri- 
tain and of America; and, though it has not latterly been 
productive of advantages equal to those which were 
realized by the first adventurers, is still a branch of 
commerce that is -successfully pursued. 

The barter which had been carrying on with the 
Chinese tor their sea-otter skins, produced a Vlsnr 
whimsical chanse in the dress of the crews. On their 
arrival in the Typa, nothing coold exceed the ragged 
appearance both of the jovm^r officers and seamen ; 
almost the whole of their original stock of European 
cIoUmb haTing been long worn out or patched ap with 
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Ains, o- the Tarions manafactares they had met whb 
in the coarse of their discoveries. These were now 
again miied and eked.out with the gaudiest nlka and 
cottons of China. 

On the 11th of Janaary, two seamen belonging to the 
Resolution ran off with a siz^oared cutter, and were 
never after heard of. It was supposed that they had 
been seduced by Uie prevaihng notion of making a 
fortune by returning to the fur islands. 

On account of the w^r between England and Ame- 
rica, with France and Spain as her allies, of which 
they received intelligence at Canton, they put them- 
selves in the bodt posture of defence, the Resolution 
mounting sixteen guns, and the Discovery ten. They 
hod reason, however, to believe, from the generosiQr 
of their enemies, that these precautions were snper* 
fluoos ; being informed that instructions had been fonnd 
on board all the French ships of war captured in Eo* 
I ope, directing their commanders, in case of fallins 
in with the ships thatv sailed under the command of 
Captain Cook, to suffer them to proceed without mo 
testation ; and the same orders were also said to have 
been given by the American Congress to the Tesseb 
employed in dieir service. In return for these liberal 
concessions, Captain Gore resolved to refrain from 
availing himself of any opportunities of capture, and to 
preserve, throughout the remainder of the voyage) the 
strictest neutrauty. 

On the 12th of January, 1780, onr navigators got 
under sail from Macao : on the 19th, they saw Pblo 
Sapata, and on the 20th, descried Pulo Condore, and 
anchored in the harbour at the south-west end of the 
island. The town is situated at the east end, and hero 
they procured eight buffaloes, with other refreshments. 
' From the untractableness and prodigious strength of 
the bufialoes, it was both a tedious and difficult (dera- 
tion to get them on board. The method of conduct 
ing them was by passing ropes through their nostril* 
and round their horns; but, having been once ei> 
niged at the sight of onr men, they became so fu- 
rious, that they sometimef broke the trees to which they 
were often under the necessity of being tied ; somedinet 
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lii^y tore sninder the cartilage of the noatril throngk 
which the ropes ran, and got loose. On these occanons, 
all the exertions of the men to lecover them would 
have been ineffectual, without the assistance of some 
young boys, whom these animals would permit to ap> 
proacfa them, and by those little managements their rage 
was soon appeased. A circumstance respecting these 
animals, which was thought no less sjngiuar than their 
gentleness toward, and, as it should seem, affection for, 
uttle children, was, that they had not been twenty-four 
hours on board, before they became the tamest of aU 
'creatures. Captain King kept two of them, a male and 
a female, for a considerable time, which became great 
favourites with the sailors ; and thinicing that a breed of 
animals of such strength and size, some of them weigh* 
ing, when dressed, seven hundred pounds, would-be a 
Taluable acquisition, intended to have brought them 
with him to England, but his intention was frustrated by 
an incurable hurt which one of them received at sea. 

Our navigators remained here till the 28th of Januaiy, 
when they unmoored and proceeded on their home- 
wanl voyage, passing through the Straits of Banca, and 
of Sunda, without any occurrence worthy of particular 
remark. They saw two or three Dutch ships in the 
Straits of Sunda. They watered at Princess Island at 
the entrance of the Straits, and got a supply of fowk 
and turtle there. 

From the time of their entering the Straits of Banea, 
they be|[an to experience the powerful effects of the 
pestilentia] climate, and malignant putrid fevers, with 
obstinate coughs and dysenteries, prevailed amongst 
the crews, happily, however, without one fiital termina- 
tion. ^ 

On the 18th of February they left the Straita of 
Sunda ; in the night between the 25th and 26th they 
experienced a most violent storm, during which almost 
every sail they had bent was split to rags, and the next 
day they were obliged to bend their last suit of sails, 
and to knot and spGce the rigging, their cordage being 
all expended. 

On the 7th of April, they aaw the land of Africa, and 
OB the 9th, they fell in with an English Eaat India 
10 
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picket, that had left Table Bay three days before. Oft 
the evenina ef the 12th, they dropped anchor in False 
Bay, and the next moniin(^ stood into Simon's Ba^. 

Bbving completed their victualling, and famished 
thembelves with the necessary supply of naval stores, 
oar navigators sailed out of the bay on the 9th of Maj. 
On the 12th of June, they passed the equator for the 
fourth time during the voyage. On' the 12th of Au- 
gust they made the western coast of Ireland, and, after 
a fruitless attempt to put into Port Galway, they were 
obliged, by strong southerly wmds, to steer to the 
noiUiward; and, on the 26th of August, both ships 
came to an anchor at Stromness in the Orkneys, 
whence Captain King was dispatched by Captain Gore, 
to acquaint the Board of Admiralty of their arrival. On 
the first of October, the ships arrived safe at the Nore 
after an absence of four yeazB,two months, and twcntjr 
two days. 



THE MORAL, 

BT MISS H£L£N MARIA WILUAMa 



JPaie Otaheite, fondly blessM 
S^ him, who long was doom'd to hnwm 
Tiie fury of the polar wave, 
That fiercely mounts the frozen rock 
Where the harsh sea-bird rears her nest, 
And learns the raging surge to mock^ 
There, Niffht, that loves eternal storm. 
Deep and lengthened darkness throws, 
And untried Dangers doubtful form 
Its hall^seen horror shows ! 
While Nature, with a look so wild, 
Leans on the cliffs in chaos piPd; 
That here, the aw*d, astonished mind 
Forgets, in that o*erwhelming hour. 
When her rude hands the storms unbind. 
In all the madness of her power; 
That she who spreads the savage gloom, 
That the can dress in melting grace. 
In sportive summer's 'lavish bloom, 
Tlie awful terrors of her face ; 
And wear the sweet perennial smile 
That charms in Otaheite's isle. 

Yet, amid her fragrant bowers, 
Where Spring, whose dewy fineen strew 
O'er other lands some fleetmg nowen, 
Livec, in UoMoms ever new : 
819 
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Whence arose that shriek of pam ? 
Whence the tear that flows in vain 7-* 
Death ! thy unrelenting hand ^ 
Tears some transient human band— 
EternitT ! rich plant, that blows 
Beneath a brighter, happier sky, 
Time is a fading brancti, that grows 
On thy pure stem, and blooms to di^ 

What an thou, Death?— terrific shade, 
In unpierc*d gloom array*d ! 
OfV. will daring Fancy stray 
Far in the central wastes, where Night 
Divides no cheering hour with Day, 
And unnam*d horrors meet her sight ; 
There thy form she dimly sees, 
And round the shape unnnishM throwi 
All her frantic vision shows. 
When numbing fears her spirit (reezo— 
But can mortal voice declare 
If Fancy paints thee as thou ait? 
Thy aspect may a terror wear 
Her pencil never shall impart; 
The eye that once on thee shall gsxe> 
No more its stilfen'd orb can raise; 
Tne lips that could thy power reveal 
Shall la6ting[ silence instant seal — 
In vain the icy hand we fold. 
Id vain the breast with tears we steep* 
The heart, that sharM each pang, is cokL 
Tne vacant eye no more can weep. ^ 

Yet fhom the shore where Ganges rolb 
His wave beneath the torrid ray, 
So Earth's chill verge, where o'ef the polet 
Fall the last beams of ling'ring day, 
For ever sacred are the dead 1 
Sweet Fancy comes in Sorrow's aid, 
And bids the mourner li^tlv tread 
Where th* insensate clay is laid : 
Bids partial gloom the sod invest 
By theiBould'ring relics press'd ; 
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Then layish strews, with sad delight, 
Whate'er her consecrating power 
fieveres of herb, or fruit, or flower, 
And fondly weaves the various rite. 

See ! o'er Otaheite's plain, 
Moves the lone, funereal train ; 
Slow the*pallid corse they bear, 
OR they breathe the solemn prayer : 
Where the Ocean bathes the land, 
Thrice, and thrice, with pious hand. 
The priest, when high the billow springs^ 
From the wave unsullied, flings 
Waters pure, that, sprinkled near, 
Sanctify the hallowed bier: 
But never may one drop profane 
The relics witn forbidden stain ! 
Now around the fun'ral shrine, 
Led in mystic mazes, twine 
Garlands, where the plantain weaves 
With the palm's luxuriant leaves; 
And o'er each sacred knot is spread 
The plant devoted to the dead. 

Five pale moons with trembling light , 
Shall gaze upon the lengthened nte ; 
Shall see distracted Beauty tear 
The tresses of her flowing hair: 
Those shining locks, no longer dear. 
She wildly scatters o'er the bier ; 
And careless gives the frequent wound 
That bathes in precious blood the ground 

When along the western sky, 
Day's reflected colours die, 
And Twilight rules the doubtful hour. 
Ere slow-pac'd Night resumes her power; 
Mark the cloud that lingers still 
Darkly, on the haneing hill ! 
There the disembodied mind 
Hears, upon the hollow wind. 



In vneqoa] cadence thrown. 
Sorrow*! oft-reputed moan t-^ 
Still some human passions sway 
The spirit late immers'd in clay ; 
Still the faithful sigh is dear, 
Still belov*d the fruitless tear ! 

Five waning moons, with wand*rifl^ lighl^ 
Have pass'd the shadowy bound of night. 
And mingled their departing ray * 

With the sofl fires of early day ; 
Let the sad rite be paid 
Grateful to the conscious shade : 
Let the priest, with pious care, 
Now the wasted relics bear 
Where the Moral's awful gloom 
Shrouds the venerable tomb ; 
Let the plantain lift its head, ,' 

Cherished emblem of the dead ; 
Slow and solemn, o*er the grave, 
Let the twisted plumage wave. 
Symbol hallow'd and divine. 
Of the god who guards the shrine.— 
Hata ! — that shriek of strange despair 
Never shall distur^the air. 
Never, never shall it rise 
But for Nature's broken ties ! 
Bright crescent ! that with lucid iiiiO« 
Gild'st the Morai's lofly pile. 
Whose broad lines of shadow throw 
A gloomy horror far nelow ; 
Witness, O recording Moon ! 
AH the rites are duly done ; 
Be the faithful tribute o'w, 
The hov'ring spirit asks no more ! 
Mortals, cease the pile to tread. 
Leave, to silence, leave the dead. 

But where may she who loves to stray 
Mid shadows of funereal gloom. 
And courts the sadness ofthe tomfa^ 
Where may she seek that proud Morsi, 
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Whote dear memonal points the place 
Where fell the friend of human race ? 
Ye lonely Isles ! on ocean's bound 
Ye bloom'd, thro* time's long flight unknowili 
Till Cook the untrack'd billow pass'd, 
Till he along the surges cast 
Philanthropy's connecting zone. 
And spread her loveliestjblessings round. 
Not like that murd'rous ^and he came. 
Who Btain'd with blood the new-found Wert * 
Nor as, with unrelenting breast. 
From Britain's free, enlightened land, 
%er sons now seek Angola's strand ; 
Each tie most sacred to unbind, 
To load with chains a brother's frame^ 
Aind plunge a dagger in the mind ; 
Mock the sharp anguish bleeding thexe 
Of Nature in her hut despair ! 



Great Cook ! Ambition*8 lofty ( 
So oft directed to destroy, 
Led thee to circle with thy name. 
The smile of love, and hope, and joy 
Those fires that lend the dang'rous blaie 
The Jevioos comet trails afar. 
Might form the pure, benignant rays 
That gild the morning's gentle star — 
Sure, where the Hero's ashes rest. 
The nations late emerg'd froitt night 
Still haste— with love's unwearied care i 
That spot in lavish flowers is dress'd, 
And fancy's dear inventive rite 
Still paid with fond observance there ! 

Ah no ! — around his fktal grave, 
No lavish flowers were ever strew'd, 
No votive gifts were ever laid — 
His blood a savage shore bedew'd ! 
His mangled limbs, one hasty prayer 
One pious tear by friendship paid. 
Were cast upon the raging wave! 
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Deep in the wild abyss he lies, 
Far from the cherish'd scene of home ; 
Far^ far from Her whose faithful sighs 
A ha»baiid*8 trackless course pursue \ 
Whose tender fancy loves to roam 
With Mm o*er land and oceans new : 
And gi|ds with Hope's deluding form 
The gloomy path-way of the storm. 

Tet, Cook ! immortal wreaths are thine .«» 
While Albion*8 grateful toil shall raise 
The marbled tomb, the trophied bust, 
For ages faithful to its trust ; • 

While, eager to record thy praise, 
8be bids the Muse of History twine 
The chaplet of undying fame, 
And tell each polish'd land thy worth : . 
The ruder natives of the earth 
Shall oft repeat thy honoured name ; 
While infants catch the frequent sound. 
And learn to lisp the oral tale ; 
Whose fond remembrance shall prevail 
Till Time has reached his destinM boandi 



ram* 



